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More Than Food 

L ast week following our worship services at Birmingham First, about 400 

people gathered around tables in the Christian Life Center for a picnic. While 

the wet grass and a little rain kept us from the front lawn, the food and fellowship 

were still a great way for us to celebrate the culmination of an amazing week at 

Vacation Bible School. Many thanks to our wonderful staff and volunteer grillers who 

quickly adapted to a change of plans to make our time together such a joy. 

Family meals are important in our lives. Growing up in our home, dinner was when 

we caught up with one another. Weekly gatherings at my grandparents’ house kept 

us nourished and well connected with our extended family and social issues of the 

world around us. 

In our life together as Christians, meals like our picnic last Sunday provide us with more than just food for our bodies. 

Our fellowship and the stories we share around a table nourish our souls and spirits. Breaking bread has been a key 

reminder of who we are and who we are called to be ever since Jesus first broke bread with his disciples and gave new 

meaning to a Passover meal already rich with stories of our faith heritage. 

This week in the main sanctuary at Birmingham First, we’ll continue our series Sacraments and Sacred Moments as we 

reflect on the sacrament of communion and hear about some disciples who discovered Jesus in their midst as he broke 

bread for them. I look forward to seeing you on Sunday as we worship, pray, sing, and break bread together yet again 

around the communion table. In the meantime, let’s watch for where we might encounter the Risen Christ breaking 

bread in our daily lives. 

With the holiday coming up next week, there won’t be an issue of Steeple Notes on July 4. However, our sermon series 

will continue throughout most of this month. Did you know that Jesus’ very first sign in John’s gospel was to turn water 

into wine at a wedding? While I’m not ready to recreate that miracle as we talk about marriage on July 8, we will 

offer an opportunity for couples to renew their wedding vows together during our worship services. 

Following worship, we’ll have cupcakes in Fellowship Hall to celebrate. Whichever weekend you take for your holiday 

time away, there is still plenty happening at Birmingham and Berkley First! 

Blessings, 

Elbert Dulworth 

Senior Pastor 
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Our Church Family 
Our Christian Caring and Concern are shared with the following persons, known to be in the hospital on Monday, 

June 18: Pam Budde, Gaer Guerber, Craig Heichel, Betty Melin, Betty Morris, Ed Pappas 

Our Prayers for Good Health are shared with the following persons, released from the hospital since Monday, June 

18: Emery Buckines, Vern Jones, Lynne Kreitz, Spence Perry, Bob Shidler 

Our Prayers of Sympathy and Support are shared with Dan and Patsy Clark and family on the death of his 

mother, Vivian Foster, on June 15.  

Our Prayers of Sympathy and Support are shared with Carol and Vern Jones and family on the death of her 

mother, Ethel Miles, on June 24. A memorial service will be held in Florida in July. 

Our Prayers of Sympathy and Support are shared with Lee Gillett and family on the death of her husband, Tony, 

on June 25. A memorial service will be held in our Sanctuary on Monday, July 23. 

….that this week’s Voice of Hope message is recorded by Greg LaBrake with the title 

“Just Call Me Daddy,” and next week’s message is by Andy McMillan. To listen, call 248-

646-6407 and press 2 when your call is answered by our automated system. 

….that the Fall Program Guide is a catalog of all our fall offerings, published every August.  

All information for the Fall Program Guide is due to Janet Smylie in the church office by 

Friday, June 29. If you have any questions or need the format for the catalog, please 

contact Janet at 248-646-6407 ext. 3121 or office@fumcbirmingham.org.  

….that the First Nurses will perform Blood Pressure Screenings this Sunday for 

anyone who is interested. Please stop by the First Nurses table during the coffee hours following all morning services. 

….that we will not publish Steeple Notes next week due to the Fourth of July holiday. Articles for the issue on 

Wednesday, July 11 are due to Janet Smylie (office@fumcbirmingham.org) by Monday, July 9. 

….that six outstanding gardens are included in this year’s Garden Tour on Saturday, July 21. Advance tickets are $10 

and are available in the church office and on the church website. Tickets are $15 on the day of the tour. Proceeds from 

the Tour will go to youth scholarships for international mission work.  

….that the Altar Flowers ($60) are available on July 22 and 29, and the Missions Candle ($30) is available on July 8, 

15 and 22. Please contact Janet Smylie (office@fumcbirmingham.org or 248-646-6407 ext. 3121) for more information 

or to reserve a date. 

Did You Know 

Intercessory Prayer 

The Prayer Team would like to pray for you during times of need and also to praise the Lord 

during times of celebration. In addition to your concerns, please let us know of any answered 

prayers, family members in the military returning home, births, marriages and other special events. 

Contact Lisa Marsh (lmarsh@fumcbirmingham.org or 248-646-6407 ext. 3127) or use a Prayer 

Request Card, available in the Sanctuary pews and the church office. Cards may be dropped off in 

the Prayer Request box across from the Welcome Center or in the church office. 

mailto:office@fumcbirmingham.org
mailto:office@fumcbirmingham.org
https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/event/birmingham-garden-self-paced-garden-tour/
mailto:office@fumcbirmingham.org
mailto:lmarsh@fumcbirmingham.org
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This week in Shine we will kick off our summer series, Bumper Sticker Christian. Throughout 

the series we will look at some fun Christian bumper stickers and ask, What can we glean 

from them and what doesn’t work? Summer is a popular time to travel, so we hope this series 

will be a guide for the road. 

As we worship in the round this Sunday, we will explore our first bumper sticker: “Do You 

Follow Jesus This Close?” We will talk about how scripture reminds us to follow Christ in 

faith, Word, and in truth. This requires more than a question, but instead leads us to action. I 

hope to see you in Shine! 

Pastor Dan Hart 

 

Shine Contemporary Worship: Faith, Word and Truth 

 

This Sunday will be the last of our Playlist summer series at Berkley First. Sandy Kim, our Duke 

summer intern, will bring the Word from the prophet Isaiah. Join us as we explore what God 

wanted the Israelites exiled to Babylon to remember thousands of years ago, and how these 

words speak to us today. 

Sandy Kim 

Berkley First: Playlist 
 

Morning Glory Outdoor Worship will be offered on three Wednesday mornings in July. This beautiful service of music, 

prayer, communion and a message will take place at 7:40 a.m. in the Chambliss Outdoor Worship Center on the east 

side of the church property. In case of inclement weather, the service will be held in the Sanctuary. We hope you will 

join us! 

July 11     Pastor Zack Dunlap 

July 18    Sandy Kim, Seminary Intern 

July 25    Pastor Shawn Lewis-Lakin

Morning Glory Outdoor Worship 
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Volunteers Needed….We use the Endowment Express bus to provide transportation to a summer camp for kids 

who have a parent in prison. We need a chaperone to ride with the kids on the bus and we need someone to drive 

their own van to take some of the luggage to the camp, located in Reed City, Michigan, On Sunday, July 8 we depart 

from our church at 11:00 a.m. and return about 7:30 p.m. On Friday, July 13 we depart from our church at 7:00 a.m. 

and return about 3:00 p.m. If you can help on either date, please contact Rich Teets (248-882-4696).  

South Oakland Shelter, August 5-12….We have something for everyone! Late nighters can 

be part of a night security team (shifts are from 10:00 p.m. to 2:00 a.m. and 2:00 a.m. to 6:00 

a.m.). Early risers whip up some of the finest breakfast in town (from 5:30-7:30 a.m.). For those 

who yearn for the open road, transportation duty (to Lathrup Village) is for you (morning and 

early evening shifts available)! If a little early evening socializing interests you, why not be a host? 

Whatever your interest, there is a place for you. Volunteer sign up takes place during the coffee 

hours on Sundays. If you should have any questions, please call Kathy Nauer (248-390-2600) or 

Page Gorman (248-739-6263).  

Habitat Interfaith Build 2018….Birmingham First is participating in Habitat for Humanity’s Interfaith Build 2018 on 

Thursday, August 2. This event will involve home repairs, weatherization, and cleanup efforts in a neighborhood in 

Southfield. Our volunteers will work alongside other volunteers from Christian, Jewish and Muslim congregations. You 

can help! Financial contributions should be made payable to Birmingham First with a memo designating “Habitat 

Interfaith Project.” Interested in volunteering? Contact Pastor Dan Hart (dhart@fumcbirmingham.org).  

Volunteer Media Team….We have stories that need to be told! Do you enjoy 

taking photos and videos? Do you have a knack for editing videos? Do you love to  

talk with people and capture the many stories of the work we are doing in the 

community? We would love to have you as a part of our Volunteer Media Team. Our 

stories matter, so let’s tell them! Contact Patty Glass (pglass@fumcbirmingham.org  

or 248-646-6407 ext. 3130) for more information.  

Opportunities for Service 

Many thanks to Boy Scout Troop #1032 for their help  

moving wood chips on our Landscape Cleanup Day! 

https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/giving/
mailto:dhart@fumcbirmingham.org
mailto:pglass@fumcbirmingham.org


Happening This Week 
Sunday, July 1 

8:30 a.m. Traditional Worship 

10:00 a.m. Worship—Berkley 

10:00 a.m. Contemporary Worship 

10:00 a.m.  Traditional Worship 

10:00 a.m. Sunday School: children/youth 

10:00 a.m. Sunday School—Berkley 

11:20 a.m. A Time for Prayer—Berkley 

Monday, July 2 

8:00 a.m. Strength Training 

9:00 a.m. Parent/Toddler Open Gym 

9:30 a.m. Chair Yoga—Berkley 

9:30 a.m. Mat Pilates 

10:00 a.m. Canasta 

11:00 a.m. Mahjong 

11:30 a.m. Stretch 4 Life 

1:00 p.m. Mexican Train 

1:00 p.m. Senior Volleyball 

7:00 p.m. Adult Karate 

Wednesday, June 27 

6:15 a.m.  Arbon Dennis Men’s Group 

8:00 a.m. Strength Training 

9:00 a.m. Parent/Toddler Open Gym 

9:30 a.m. Hatha Mat Yoga—Berkley 

9:30 a.m. Mat Pilates 

1:00 p.m. Senior Volleyball 

7:00 p.m. Landscape Committee 

Thursday, June 28 

9:00 a.m. Parent/Toddler Open Gym 

9:30 a.m. Chair Yoga—Berkley 

11:00 a.m. Stretch 4 Life 

6:30 p.m. Jr./Sr. Karate 

7:00 p.m. Adult Karate 

Friday, June 29 

8:00 a.m. Strength Training 

9:30 a.m. Mat Pilates 

11:00 a.m. Hatha Yoga—Berkley 

Saturday, June 30 

Nothing scheduled 

Tuesday, July 3 

9:00 a.m. Parent/Toddler Open Gym 

9:30 a.m. Bridge 

11:00 a.m. Stretch 4 Life 

6:00 p.m. Hatha Yoga—Berkley 

Wednesday, July 4 

We are off celebrating the 4th of July 

Thursday, July 5 

9:00 a.m. Parent/Toddler Open Gym 

9:30 a.m. Chair Yoga—Berkley 

11:00 a.m. Stretch 4 Life 

6:00 p.m. Jr./Sr. Karate 

7:00 p.m. Adult Karate 

Friday, July 6 

8:00 a.m. Strength Training 

9:30 a.m. Mat Pilates 

11:00 a.m. Hatha Yoga—Berkley 
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Job Openings 
Berkley First Children’s Ministry Coordinator….As Berkley First continues 

to grow and evolve, staff members are moving into different positions. For this 

reason, we are searching for a Children’s Ministry Coordinator. This position is  

part-time, 10-12 hours including Sundays. The focus of this position is to nurture 

children in the Christian faith through programming, Sunday School, and planning 

and implementing family-friendly events. Job descriptions and applications are available on the church website and in 

the church office. Please submit applications and questions to Pastor Zack Dunlap (zdunlap@berkleyfirst.org) no later 

than July 15. 

Unite Basketball Coordinator….Many thanks to Julie Aubrey for serving as the Unite Coordinator for the past 

two years. Julie has recently accepted a full-time teaching position in the Birmingham School District and we wish her 

well. We are seeking to hire a Unite 3 on 3 Basketball Coordinator. This is a part-time, seasonal position (late fall 

through early spring) which works in tandem with the Children and Family Ministry team. The candidate should have 

experience in managing a program, a love of children, and the ability to recruit volunteers. Job descriptions and 

applications are available on the church website and in the church office. Please submit applications and questions to 

Kelly Willian (kwillian@fumcbirmingham.org) no later than July 15. 

https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/welcome/employment-opportunities-2/
mailto:zdunlap@berkleyfirst.org
https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/welcome/employment-opportunities-2/
https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/welcome/employment-opportunities-2/
mailto:kwillian@fumcbirmingham.org


The Liturgists are Rev. Shawn Lewis-Lakin at 8:30, Rev. 

Suzanne Walls at 10:00, Rev. Shawn Lewis-Lakin at Shine, 

and Rev. Zack Dunlap at Berkley. 

The Altar Flowers are dedicated to the glory of God 

and placed by Lon Bone in loving memory of his mother, 

Marjorie L. Bone. 

The Welcome Center Flowers are placed in loving 

memory of Tony Gillett by his family.  

The Missions Candle is lit by Mary Pickett in loving 

memory of her father, Bruce Pickett. 

Steeple Notes is published weekly by First United Methodist Church. Notices should be in writing  

and submitted to Janet Smylie in the church office by 5:00 p.m. on Monday.  

Sacrament of  Holy Communion                  Sunday, July 1, 2018 

 

 

Traditional Worship 
8:30 and 10:00 a.m. in the Sanctuary 

Luke 24:13-35 

Sacraments and Sacred Moments: 

“Recognizing Jesus”  

(Communion) 

Rev. Elbert Dulworth 

Hymns 

“Come, Ye Faithful, Raise the Strain” 

“On the Day of Resurrection” 

“America the Beautiful” 

“We Walk by Faith”  

Anthem 

“Now Let Us All Praise God and Sing” 

Summer Choir 

Shine Contemporary Worship 
10:00 a.m. in the Christian Life Center 

John 8:28-32 

Bumper Sticker Christian: 

“Do You Follow Jesus This Close?” 

Rev. Dan Hart 

Our Purpose:  

To gather, nurture and equip disciples of Jesus Christ 

for ministry and mission in the world. 

 

Our Core Values: 

Welcome All 

Put Love Into Action 

Honor God Through Excellence 

Embrace Bold Vision 

Encourage Lifelong Spiritual Growth 

Support One Another 

 

1589 W. Maple Road  •  Birmingham, MI 48009 

248-646-1200  •   fumcbirmingham.org 
office@fumcbirmingham.org   

 Elbert Dulworth, Senior Pastor 

Shawn Lewis-Lakin, Senior Associate Pastor 

Zack Dunlap, Lindsey Hall, Dan Hart and  
Suzanne Walls, Associate Pastors 

John E. Harnish, William A. Ritter and  
Robert P. Ward, Pastors Emeriti 

 

2820 12 Mile Road  •  Berkley, MI 48072 

248-399-3698 •  berkleyfirst.org 

 Zack Dunlap, Pastor 

Weekly Worship 
10:00 a.m. in the Sanctuary 

Isaiah 43:1-7 

Playlist: 

“Isaiah 43:1-7” 

Sandy Kim, Seminary Intern 
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