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Relationships 

N ext week, I’ll be joining several members of our church at the Michigan 

Annual Conference in Traverse City. This is one of my favorite weeks of 

the year, not because I enjoy business meetings, but rather because it provides us 

with a wonderful opportunity to see the strength of the relationships that we have 

across the state of Michigan as United Methodists. As a pastor, I am also blessed 

with some time to reconnect and renew relationships with excellent clergy 

colleagues and many friends in ministry as we encourage one another in our 

common call. 

The relationships we develop and nurture are critical for us as faithful disciples of 

Jesus Christ. At Birmingham and Berkley First, our relationships with God and 

others are key as we seek “to gather, nurture and equip disciples of Jesus Christ for ministry and mission in the world.” 

In fact, you may remember that our three strategic initiatives outlined in our FORWARD vision are all about our living 

in relationship: 

 Growing in Relationship with God through Discipling Ministries 

 Building Relationships with those in their 20s and 30s 

 Extending Relationships through Multi-Site Ministry 

Since their training at the end of April, three innovation teams have been hard at work to help us identify a roadmap 

over the next three to five years in order that we might see each of the initiatives come to fruition. In keeping with our 

core value to “Support One Another,” I invite you to remember our three teams in your daily prayers over the next 

several weeks as they continue to discern the goals that will keep us moving FORWARD into the future that God has 

for us together. You may find out more about our FORWARD vision process at www.fumcbirmingham.org/forward. 

This coming Sunday, I hope that you will join me in extending a warm welcome to our Duke Divinity School intern for 

this summer, Sandy Kim. We will introduce her during worship services at our Birmingham campus. If you are out of 

town this week for the holiday weekend, I hope that you take the time to meet her sometime this summer as she is in 

ministry among us between now and early August. I look forward to seeing you in church as we welcome Sandy and 

continue to live into God’s vision for us. Don’t forget that our summer worship hours begin this week at our 

Birmingham First campus with traditional worship in the main Sanctuary at 8:30 and 10:00 a.m. and our 

contemporary service in the Christian Life Center at 10:00 a.m. 

Blessings, 

Elbert Dulworth 

Senior Pastor 

 

https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/forward/
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Our Church Family 
Our Prayers for Good Health are shared with the following persons, released from the hospital since Monday, May 

14: Nancy McNab, Ed Selwocki 

Our Prayers of Sympathy and Support are shared with Doug and Jane Carvell and family on the death of her 

mother, Lillian Lorraine Konarske, on May 14. Her funeral will be held at Our Shepherd Lutheran Church (Birmingham) 

on May 31 at 11:00 a.m. 

Our Prayers of Sympathy and Support are shared with Pat Young and family on the death of her husband, 

Richard (Dick) Young, on May 20. A funeral will be held at A.J. Desmond Funeral Home (on Woodward) on May 24 at 

7:00 p.m. 

“And he took the little children into his arms and blessed them…” Congratulations are shared with the 

families of these children who were baptized on May 20: Alice Team Counts, Ella Knorr Counts, Avery Joseph 

DeAngelis, Griffin Paul Hansen, Isla Jane Kuipers, Alexander Lawrence Stefanes 

Our Blessings are shared with these couples who were married in May: 

 May 12: Katy Atkinson and David Maragioglio 

May 19: Emily Jursek and Justin McGetrick 

….that this week’s Voice of Hope message is recorded by Lisa Lyon, and next week’s 

message is by Greg LaBrake with the title “The Price of Freedom.” To listen, call 248-  

646-6407 and press 2 when your call is answered by our automated system. 

….that copies of our Summer Program Guide are available around the building. In all 

of your summer plans, we want you to know that there are still plenty of opportunities 

for you across our campuses to continue to grow and serve as disciples of Jesus Christ. 

Why not try something new? And you won’t want to miss our big summer events. The 

Summer Program Guide is also available at fumcbirmingham.org. Check out what’s 

coming up this summer! 

….that the Detroit Chamber Orchestra performs Friday, May 25 at 7:30 p.m. in the Berkley First Sanctuary. This 

free program will feature their string section performing works of three different Michigan composers. All are invited 

to enjoy this special evening of fabulous music. 

….that the United Methodist Women Annual Unit Meeting is Monday, June 11 at 7:00 p.m. in Thomas Parlor. 

All women of Birmingham and Berkley First are welcome to attend. The UMW Executive Committee will present the 

budget for the 2018-19 fiscal year and information on each organization or group receiving mission funding from our 

Unit. UMW members can vote to approve the budget. If you are not currently a registered member of our UMW, you 

may join that evening. We hope to see you there! 

….that we have one ticket available for the trip to Stratford to see The Tempest on Tuesday, June 12. The cost is $80 

and includes transportation, ticket, taxes and fees. Contact Janet Smylie (office@fumcbirmingham.org or 248-646-6407 

ext. 3121) for more information.  

….that a Men’s Day Conference is planned for Saturday, October 27. Rev. Scott Chrostek will be our keynote 

speaker and multiple workshop sessions will be offered. Dinner will be provided by the Redcoat Tavern Food Truck. 

Men, you won’t want to miss this one! Put the date on your calendar now and watch for more information.  

Did You Know 

https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/summer-program-guide-100-activities-summer/
mailto:office@fumcbirmingham.org
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We’re kicking off a new summer series this week at Berkley First: Playlist. Over the next six 

weeks, my wife, Rachael Dunlap, our summer intern, Sandy Kim, and I will be preaching on 

favorite Scripture passages. Join us this Sunday as I queue up the famous and familiar Psalm 

23 from our playlist, discovering afresh the nearness of God and the hope of eternity.   

Pastor Zack Dunlap 

 

Berkley First: Playlist 

This week in Shine we will hear from Pastor Lindsey! She will be sharing about Jesus calming 

the storm. And join us for a family-friendly meal right in the CLC after service. It should be a 

great Sunday! 

Remember, this week is also the beginning of the summer worship schedule. From this 

weekend through Labor Day, Shine will be at 10:00 a.m. Even though it will be at a different 

time, this summer will still be filled with wonderful worship opportunities. We can’t wait to 

spend it with you! 

Pastor Dan Hart 

 

Shine Contemporary Worship: Calming the Storm 

Summer Worship Schedule Begins This Sunday 

Nursery and Sunday School are offered at the 10:00 hour. 

Traditional Worship 8:30 and 10:00 a.m. in the Sanctuary 

Shine Contemporary Worship 10:00 a.m. in the Christian Life Center 

Berkley Worship 10:00 a.m. in the Berkley First Sanctuary 

Grab your friends and family, picnic blanket and favorite lawn game, and meet out on the 

front lawn immediately following the 10:00 a.m. worship services on Sunday, June 24 for a 

complementary picnic lunch. No reservations needed. Come as you are and enjoy a simple 

and fun time of fellowship. Hope to see you there! Questions? Contact Mary Feldmaier 

(mfeldmaier@fumcbirmingham.org).  

All Church Picnic 

mailto:mfeldmaier@fumcbirmingham.org


For information about our Children’s Ministry activities (Crib through 5th Grade),  

check out our website at www.fumcbirmingham.org, Facebook Birmingham First Kids,  

or contact us at sheilas@fumcbirmingham.org to receive a monthly email newsletter. 

Want to get the inside scoop on First Student Ministries?  

The Middle School Newsletter has information for middle school students.  

“Make Your Mark” is our newsletter for high school students.  

Get your free subscription today! Sign up under “E-News” on the church website. 

Our Baptism Class explains the biblical basis for why our church baptizes infants and 

children, the unique benefits of baptism, and how God works in the lives of infants, children 

and their parents to produce spiritual growth and the ongoing ministry of the church. Led 

by clergy and lay staff, the next class for parents will be Sunday, June 10 at 10:00 a.m. 

Baptisms will take place during worship on June 17, July 15 and August 19. Please contact 

Janet Smylie (248-646-6407 ext. 3121 or office@fumcbirmingham.org) to register for the 

class or to schedule a baptism.  

45 Christians Local Summer Mission Trip….All third, fourth and fifth graders (and friends) 

are welcome to participate July 15 at Sunday School (9:30-11:30 a.m.) AND July 16-19. Each 

morning we will serve God’s children in Detroit or Pontiac and then in the afternoon we will 

enjoy fellowship in the city. Register online at www.fumcbirmingham.org/45c by June 27. Each 

participant pays a $35 registration fee and $10 event fee. Parent volunteers are needed, and 

siblings are welcome with a parent volunteer. Contact Kim Bowyer (248-646-6407 ext. 3134 or 

kbowyer@fumcbirmingham.org).  
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Children, Student and Family Ministries 

Job Openings 
Outreach and Connecting Coordinator….It is with sadness and best 

wishes that we announce that Lindsay Gursky, Connecting and Faith Group 

Coordinator, will be leaving our staff. We are thankful for her passion, hard 

work, and commitment to excellence as she connected our ministries and 

studies to the congregation. We wish Lindsay the best as she enjoys more 

time with her family. 

Due to Lindsay’s departure, we are in search of a candidate for a new position identified as the Outreach and 

Connecting Coordinator. This is a ten-hour-per-week position working for the Outreach and Membership 

Department. Complete job descriptions and applications are available on the church website and in the church office. 

Please forward applications/resumes and any inquiries to Mary Feldmaier, Director of Outreach and Membership 

(mfeldmaier@fumcbirmingham.org).  

Assistant Preschool Director….A few of the qualifications for this position are a love for children, a Bachelor’s 

degree in Education or related field, experience working in an Early Childhood program, and the ability to manage and 

build positive working relationships with staff, children and families. Applications and a complete job description are 

available on the church website as well as in the main office of the Birmingham campus. Please forward applications 

along with a resume to Lori Handzel, Preschool Director (lhandzel@fumcbirmingham.org).  

http://www.fumcbirmingham.org/ministries/children-and-families/
https://www.facebook.com/Birmingham-First-Kids-252505732130/
mailto:sheilas@fumcbirmingham.org
http://www.fumcbirmingham.org/e-mail-subscriptions
mailto:office@fumcbirmingham.org
https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/45c
mailto:kbowyer@fumcbirmingham.org
https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/welcome/employment-opportunities-2/
mailto:mfeldmaier@fumcbirmingham.org
https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/welcome/employment-opportunities-2/
mailto:lhandzel@fumcbirmingham.org
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Happening This Week 
Friday, May 25 

8:00 a.m. Strength Training 

9:00 a.m. Parent/Toddler Open Gym 

9:30 a.m. Mat Pilates 

11:00 a.m. Hatha Yoga—Berkley 

Saturday, May 26 

CLC Closed 

Sunday, May 27 

8:30 a.m. Traditional Worship 

10:00 a.m. Worship—Berkley 

10:00 a.m. Contemporary Worship 

10:00 a.m.  Traditional Worship 

10:00 a.m. Sunday School: children/youth 

10:00 a.m. Sunday School—Berkley 

11:00 a.m. Shine Lunchology 

Monday, May 28 

Memorial Day 

Building Closed 

Tuesday, May 29 

6:30 a.m.    Tuesday Men’s Bible Study 

9:30 a.m. Tuesday Women’s Study 

9:30 a.m. Bridge 

11:00 a.m. Stretch 4 Life 

6:00 p.m. Hatha Yoga—Berkley 

Wednesday, May 30 

6:15 a.m.  Arbon Dennis Men’s Group 

9:30 a.m. Hatha Mat Yoga—Berkley 

9:30 a.m. Mat Pilates 

Wednesday, May 23 

6:15 a.m.  Arbon Dennis Men’s Group  

8:00 a.m. Strength Training 

9:00 a.m. Parent/Toddler Open Gym 

9:30 a.m. Hatha Mat Yoga—Berkley 

9:30 a.m. Mat Pilates 

10:30 a.m. Esther Circle Luncheon 

11:00 a.m. Aware! 

11:00 a.m. Stretch 4 Life 

12:30 p.m. Bridge in the Afternoon 

12:30 p.m. Mahjong 

1:00 p.m. Senior Volleyball 

1:00 p.m. Sisters 

2:30 p.m. Ruth Ellis Dinner Prep 

6:30 p.m. Bible 101—Berkley 

7:00 p.m. Scout Parent/Leader Meeting 

8:00 p.m. Chancel Choir 

8:00 p.m. Men’s Bible Study 

Thursday, May 24 

9:00 a.m. Mother’s Study 

9:00 a.m. Parent/Toddler Open Gym 

9:00 a.m. Thursday Study—Berkley 

9:30 a.m. Chair Yoga—Berkley 

11:00 a.m. Stretch 4 Life 

1:00 p.m. Purl Girls 

5:30 p.m. Innovation Team #2 

6:30 p.m. Jr./Sr. Karate 

7:00 p.m. Adult Karate 

7:00 p.m. Young Adults—Berkley 

7:30 p.m. Unfinished Christian Women 

12:30 p.m. Bridge in the Afternoon 

6:30 p.m. First Nurses  

7:00 p.m. Landscape Committee 

8:00 p.m. Chancel Choir 

Thursday, May 31 

9:00 a.m. Parent/Toddler Open Gym 

9:30 a.m. Chair Yoga—Berkley 

11:00 a.m. Stretch 4 Life 

1:00 p.m. Purl Girls 

5:30 p.m. Innovation Team #2 

6:30 p.m. Jr./Sr. Karate 

7:00 p.m. Adult Karate 

7:00 p.m. VBS Workshop 

Friday, June 1 

8:00 a.m. Strength Training 

9:00 a.m. Parent/Toddler Open Gym 

9:30 a.m. Mat Pilates 

11:00 a.m. Hatha Yoga—Berkley 

Saturday, June 2 

9:30 a.m. Beginning Karate 

10:00 a.m. Advanced Karate 

ALiCE Training 

ALiCE (Alert, Lockdown, Inform, Counter, Evacuate) training provides 

preparation and a plan for individuals and groups to proactively handle the 

threat of an aggressive intruder or active shooter event. Our Birmingham 

Police Department is working with us to provide ALiCE training to all staff 

members. In addition, we are partnering with them to offer a training that is 

open to members of our congregation and community. This training is scheduled for Tuesday, June 5 from 7:00-9:00 

p.m. in our Christian Life Center.  

While we hope and pray that we might never need to make use of this training, and while we actively advocate for 

policy priorities to reduce the frequency of aggressive intruder or active shooter events, it is nonetheless prudent for 

us to provide such training. No reservations are needed to participate in the training. If you have questions regarding 

ALiCE training or the work of our Safety Committee, please contact Shawn Lewis-Lakin, Senior Associate Pastor  

(248-646-1200 ext. 3155).  



The Liturgist is Rev. Suzanne Walls. 

The Altar Flowers are dedicated to the glory of God 

and placed by Karen Hagenlocker and Henry Whiting III 

in honor of their families. 

Steeple Notes is published weekly by First United Methodist 

Church. Notices should be in writing and submitted to Janet Smylie in 

the church office by 5:00 p.m. on Monday.  

Summer Worship Schedule                                      May 27, 2018 

 

 

Traditional Worship 
8:30 and 10:00 a.m. in the Sanctuary 

John 3:1-17 

“Living in Mystery” 

Rev. Elbert Dulworth 

Hymns 

“Holy, Holy, Holy! Lord God Almighty” 

“Of the Father’s Love Begotten” 

“Blessed Assurance”  

Anthems 

“Be Thou My Vision”  

“Who at My Door is Standing” 

Chancel Choir 

Shine Contemporary Worship 
10:00 a.m. in the Christian Life Center 

Matthew 8:23-27 

“Jesus Calms the Storm” 

Rev. Lindsey Hall 

Our Purpose:  

To gather, nurture and equip disciples of Jesus Christ 

for ministry and mission in the world. 

 

Our Core Values: 

Welcome All 

Put Love Into Action 

Honor God Through Excellence 

Embrace Bold Vision 

Encourage Lifelong Spiritual Growth 

Support One Another 

 

1589 W. Maple Road  •  Birmingham, MI 48009 

248-646-1200  •   fumcbirmingham.org 
office@fumcbirmingham.org   

 Elbert Dulworth, Senior Pastor 

Shawn Lewis-Lakin, Senior Associate Pastor 

Zack Dunlap, Lindsey Hall, Dan Hart and  
Suzanne Walls, Associate Pastors 

John E. Harnish, William A. Ritter and  
Robert P. Ward, Pastors Emeriti 

 

2820 12 Mile Road  •  Berkley, MI 48072 

248-399-3698 •  berkleyfirst.org 

 Zack Dunlap, Pastor 

Weekly Worship 
10:00 a.m. in the Sanctuary 

Psalm 23 

Playlist: 

“Psalm 23” 

Rev. Zack Dunlap 
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https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+3%3A1-17&version=NRSV
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