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The Birthday of the Church 

B irthdays are so much fun; especially when children are around! Last Sunday 

following worship, we had several family members over to our house to 

celebrate my sister’s birthday as well as Mother’s Day. As soon as dinner was over, 

my niece, Ella, couldn’t wait to have the candles lit and set the cake out on the table. 

She was so excited to have us sing “Happy Birthday” to her mom. 

At four, Ella is beginning to restrain herself from digging into the cake before we 

sing. I did notice, however, that she snuck her finger into the icing that was 

remaining on the cake box. As one who appreciates the frosting, too, I couldn’t 

blame her for wanting a sampling of what was to come. 

This Sunday we are celebrating Pentecost, which we know to be the “Birthday of the Church.” On this day, we 

celebrate Jesus’ promised gift of the Holy Spirit to us. The Church was born as the Spirit fell upon the first disciples at 

Pentecost. The Holy Spirit empowered them as bold witnesses for Jesus Christ. In Acts 2, Luke tells us that there was 

“wind,” “divided tongues as of fire,” and “the disciples began to speak in other languages.” Everyone who heard their 

witness that day was able to hear it in their own native tongues. For Luke, the great excitement of Pentecost was a 

beginning of what God’s Spirit would do through these faithful disciples of Jesus Christ. 

As children sang last Sunday in worship about how God created all things and called them good, as mission teams 

return from transforming communities in recent months, and as small groups grow together and pray for one another 

every week, we catch a glimpse of what God’s Spirit is doing among faithful disciples to this day. 

I hope you’ll join me in wearing red to symbolize the Spirit among us, grabbing a cupcake during coffee hour to 

celebrate the birthday of the Church, and even praying for a graduate as we recognize them in worship this week. In 

our worship, in our fellowship, in our service, and in our care for one another, may we share a glimpse of God’s great 

gift at work in our world. 

Happy Birthday, Church! 

Elbert Dulworth 

Senior Pastor 
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Our Church Family 
Our Christian Caring and Concern are shared with the following persons, known to be in the hospital on Monday, 

May 14: Ed Selwocki, Dick Young 

Our Prayers for Good Health are shared with the following person, released from the hospital since Monday, May 

7: Jack Wells 

Our Prayers of Sympathy and Support are shared with Mary Lou Corba and family on the death of her husband, 

William H. Corba, on May 9. Bill was also the father of Dave (Ann) Corba. His funeral was held on May 15. 

Our Prayers of Sympathy and Support are shared with Gerry Clark and Holly Heiss and family on the death of 

his mother, Dorothy Clark, on May 12. A memorial service will be held at a later date. 

….that this week’s Voice of Hope message is recorded by Anita Barratt, and next 

week’s message is by Lisa Lyon. To listen, call 248-646-6407 and press 2 when your call is 

answered by our automated system. 

….that Taizé worship is Thursday, May 17 in the Runkel Chapel at 6:45 p.m. Come 

worship in a quiet, contemplative and sacred way of communing with God.  

….that Fair Trade coffee, chocolate, hot cocoa and tea will be available for purchase 

during the coffee hours this Sunday. 

….that Esther Circle will meet for a salad luncheon by Hollie on Wednesday, May 23 in Thomas Parlor. We will eat 

at 11:30. Please call Betty Emmert (248-646-8893) by May 20 for required reservations. Come join these women for a 

relaxing visit.  

….that the Detroit Chamber Orchestra performs Friday, May 25 at 7:30 p.m. in the Berkley First Sanctuary. This 

free program will feature their string section performing works of three different Michigan composers: Rick Robinson 

(former Detroit Symphony double bassist), Cynthia van Maanen (faculty at Interlochen Arts Academy), and Zhou Tian 

(Grammy-nominated composer and faculty at Michigan State University). All are invited to enjoy this special evening of 

fabulous music. 

….that you can receive emails with United Methodist news stories. UMNS Daily includes news of United Methodist 

activities and access to UMC.org, UMCom.org, Rethink Church and Global Communications. UMNS Weekly is a 

summary of the week’s Daily Digests. To subscribe, go to umc.org/news-and-media/umns-subscription-form.  

Did You Know 

Intercessory Prayer 

The Prayer Team would like to pray for you during times of need and also to praise the Lord 

during times of celebration. In addition to your concerns, please let us know of any answered 

prayers, family members in the military returning home, births, marriages and other special events. 

Contact Lisa Marsh (lmarsh@fumcbirmingham.org or 248-646-6407 ext. 3127) or use a Prayer 

Request Card, available in the Sanctuary pews and the church office. Cards may be dropped off in 

the Prayer Request box across from the Welcome Center or in the church office. 

http://www.umc.org/news-and-media/umns-subscription-form
mailto:lmarsh@fumcbirmingham.org


For information about our Children’s Ministry activities (Crib through 5th Grade),  

check out our website at www.fumcbirmingham.org, Facebook Birmingham First Kids,  

or contact us at sheilas@fumcbirmingham.org to receive a monthly email newsletter. 

Want to get the inside scoop on First Student Ministries?  

The Middle School Newsletter has information for middle school students.  

“Make Your Mark” is our newsletter for high school students.  

Get your free subscription today! Sign up under “E-News” on the church website. 

Flamingo Flocking Continues through May….High School Ministry is committed to ending 

poverty and improving quality of life by building a Cass Tiny Home in Detroit. We are well on our 

way to our $40,000 goal! If you have not already done so, please sign up and pay to flock 

someone. Also, shepherds are needed to move our flocks. This is a family-fun service project your 

kids will be sure to remember and enjoy! For flocking and shepherding details, contact Mackenzie 

Hibbard (mhibbard@fumcbirmingham.org). 

Our Baptism Class explains the biblical basis for why our church baptizes infants and 

children, the unique benefits of baptism, and how God works in the lives of infants, children 

and their parents to produce spiritual growth and the ongoing ministry of the church. Led 

by clergy and lay staff, the next class for parents will be Sunday, June 10 at 10:00 a.m. 

Baptisms will take place during worship on June 17, July 15 and August 19. Please contact 

Janet Smylie (248-646-6407 ext. 3121 or office@fumcbirmingham.org) to register for the 

class or to schedule a baptism.  

45 Christians Local Summer Mission Trip….All third, fourth and fifth graders (and friends) 

are welcome to participate July 15 at Sunday School (9:30-11:30 a.m.) AND July 16-19. Each 

morning we will serve God’s children in Detroit or Pontiac and then in the afternoon we will enjoy 

fellowship in the city. Register online at www.fumcbirmingham.org/45c by June 27. Each participant 

pays a $35 registration fee and $10 event fee. Parent volunteers are needed, and siblings are 

welcome with a parent volunteer. Contact Kim Bowyer (248-646-6407 ext. 3134 or 

kbowyer@fumcbirmingham.org).  
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Children, Student and Family Ministries 

Retirement Leaves Job Opening 
It is with sadness and best wishes that we announce the retirement of Sheila Smith, Assistant Director of First Kids 

Preschool. Sheila’s accomplishments as an employee in our preschool program include program growth, developing an 

outstanding team of teachers and, most importantly, providing loving care for our youngest ones. We are thankful for 

her passion, hard work, and commitment to excellence. We wish Sheila the best as she enjoys retirement with her 

grandchildren. Please join us as we honor Sheila at a reception on Monday, May 21 at noon in Thomas Parlor. 

As we celebrate Sheila’s retirement, we look ahead to hiring a new Assistant Preschool Director. A few of the 

qualifications for this position are a love for children, a Bachelor’s degree in Education or related field, experience 

working in an Early Childhood program, and the ability to manage and build positive working relationships with staff, 

children and families. Applications and a complete job description are available on the church website as well as in the 

main office of the Birmingham campus. Please forward applications along with a resume to Lori Handzel, Preschool 

Director (lhandzel@fumcbirmingham.org).  

http://www.fumcbirmingham.org/ministries/children-and-families/
https://www.facebook.com/Birmingham-First-Kids-252505732130/
mailto:sheilas@fumcbirmingham.org
http://www.fumcbirmingham.org/e-mail-subscriptions
mailto:mhibbard@fumcbirmingham.org
mailto:office@fumcbirmingham.org
https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/45c
mailto:kbowyer@fumcbirmingham.org
https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/welcome/employment-opportunities-2/
mailto:lhandzel@fumcbirmingham.org
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Wear Red! 

Across our worshiping communities and campuses we will celebrate the birth of the 

Church and the gift of the Holy Spirit on Sunday, May 20. There will be cupcakes! And 

you are invited to wear red as we recall how, on the first Pentecost, tongues of fire  

came to rest among the believers. It will be a great day of celebration. 

Summer Schedule Begins Memorial Day Weekend 
Summer Worship Hours begin Sunday, May 27: 

Nursery and Sunday School are offered at the 10:00 hour. 

Traditional Worship 8:30 and 10:00 a.m. in the Sanctuary 

Shine Contemporary Worship 10:00 a.m. in the Christian Life Center 

Berkley Worship 10:00 a.m. in the Berkley First Sanctuary 

Christian Life Center Summer Hours begin Saturday, May 26:  

Monday-Thursday 7:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 

Friday   7:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. 

The CLC is closed on Saturdays. In addition, it is closed the week of VBS and the 

first full week of August.  

Summer Office Hours begin Tuesday, May 29: 

Monday-Thursday 8:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 

Friday   8:30 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 

Summer Program Guide 
Copies of our new Summer Program Guide are now available around the building. In 

all of your summer plans, we want you to know that there are still plenty of 

opportunities for you across our campuses to continue to grow and serve as disciples 

of Jesus Christ. Why not try something new? And you won’t want to miss our big 

summer events. The Summer Program Guide is also available at fumcbirmingham.org. Check out what’s coming up this 

summer! 

Hunger Ministry 
Thank You to our most generous congregation! The recent “Tag a Bag” spring food drive enabled us to donate over 

250 bags of food to three selected food pantries: DORT in Flint, Lighthouse in Pontiac, and Cass in Detroit. We are so 

appreciative of the Boy Scouts for their help, too. Thanks to all! 

Cupcake Walk….Please help support the Hunger Ministry Cupcake Walk on Sunday, June 10! We 

need volunteers to bake and to work that Sunday. Sign up during the coffee hours or in the church 

office. By helping Hunger Ministry, you are helping hungry families in need. Questions? Contact Janine 

Friend (jfriend9966@aol.com or 248-770-8162). 

https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/summer-program-guide-100-activities-summer/
mailto:jfriend9966@aol.com


Page 5 First United Methodist Church 

This week in Shine we will close out our Trinity series by talking about the Holy Spirit. We will 

talk about Pentecost, when the Holy Spirit descended on the disciples and followers of Christ, 

and also about some of the other biblical and historical views on the Holy Spirit. 

Over the next few weeks there will be some great opportunities to hear from other 

preachers in Shine. On May 27, Pastor Lindsey will be preaching while I am away on a quick 

vacation. On June 3, Kristin Snyder will be preaching while I am at Annual Conference. I know 

what they will bring will be inspiring, so I encourage you to attend, support, and learn from 

what they have to offer. 

Pastor Dan Hart 

 

Shine Contemporary Worship: Holy Spirit 

ALiCE Training 

ALiCE (Alert, Lockdown, Inform, Counter, Evacuate) training provides 

preparation and a plan for individuals and groups to proactively handle the 

threat of an aggressive intruder or active shooter event. Our Birmingham 

Police Department is working with us to provide ALiCE training to all staff 

members. In addition, we are partnering with them to offer a training that is 

open to members of our congregation and community. This training is scheduled for Tuesday, June 5 from 7:00-9:00 

p.m. in our Christian Life Center.  

While we hope and pray that we might never need to make use of this training, and while we actively advocate for 

policy priorities to reduce the frequency of aggressive intruder or active shooter events, it is nonetheless prudent for 

us to provide such training. No reservations are needed to participate in the training. If you have questions regarding 

ALiCE training or the work of our Safety Committee, please contact Shawn Lewis-Lakin, Senior Associate Pastor  

(248-646-1200 ext. 3155).  

 

Pentecost. The birth of the Church. The gift of the Holy Spirit. Wear red. Eat a cupcake. See a 

fire breather. Worship at Berkley First this Sunday is going to be out of control! Like the Holy 

Spirit. Like our lives. 

I am looking forward to sharing in worship with Berkley First while the Dunlap family celebrates 

Rachael’s commencement from Asbury Seminary in Kentucky. See you Sunday in Berkley! 

Pastor Shawn Lewis-Lakin 

Berkley First: Out of Control 



You can sign up on our website to receive periodic e-mails from Birmingham and Berkley First! Go to 

www.fumcbirmingham.org/e-mail-subscriptions. It’s easy to sign up, and you can unsubscribe at any time. You can sign 

up to receive: 

 Church News—Steeple Notes weekly newsletter, videos and other church announcements 

 Here I Am, Lord—Information on mission opportunities 

 Children and Family Ministries—Upcoming events and volunteer opportunities 

 Make Your Mark—High School newsletter 

 Middle School Newsletter 

 Death and Funeral Notices—Notifications of member deaths and funeral arrangements  

 Birmingham First Contemporary Service—Updates on sermon series and activities at our 

contemporary service 

 Berkley First Newsletter 

Stay in Touch 
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Live@First Presents “Tosca” 
The Live@First Concert Series presents “Tosca” on Saturday, May 

19 at 7:30 p.m. “Tosca” is one of the most popular operas 

produced worldwide. Stunning soprano Adrienne Danrich returns 

after enthralling Live@First audiences with her one woman show, 

“This Little Light of Mine,” to sing the title role of Tosca. This all-star cast is completed with internationally acclaimed 

tenor Michael Hendrick as the heroic Cavaradossi and renowned baritone Peter Lightfoot as the sinister Scarpia. The 

soaring music of Puccini and the intense drama of the story make this show a thrilling event for the first-time opera 

goer or the seasoned opera fan. To turn up the heat even more, we’re adding a professional orchestra to our popular 

concert-style presentation. Tickets are just $25 for adults, with free admission for students. Tickets may be purchased 

at liveatfirst.org and at the door.  

Frequently Asked Questions about Our Endowment 
What are the Endowment Funds? 

These are a group of special funds held in trust and invested to grow for the 

support of ministries of the church beyond the yearly budget.  

Why do we have Endowment Funds? 

Endowments serve two purposes: they provide extra funds to expand our 

mission footprint, and they offer our members an extra opportunity to give. 

What is the difference between annual giving and the Endowment? 

Flowers can be annual or perennial. Annuals bloom that year only. This is our 

annual stewardship. Perennials bloom over the spring and summer and die back 

in the fall and winter, but the root is still alive to bloom the next year. Those are the Endowment Funds—the root gift 

is planted in our investment plan, and each year its growth is the flower of some ministry we support beyond the 

annual flowers. 

https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/e-mail-subscriptions/
https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/worship-and-music/music/live-at-first/
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Happening This Week 
Sunday, May 20 

8:15 a.m. Traditional Worship 

9:30 a.m.  Traditional Worship 

10:00 a.m. Worship—Berkley 

11:00 a.m. Contemporary Worship 

11:00 a.m. Traditional Worship 

9:30 a.m. Sunday School: children/youth 

9:30 a.m. Faith Builders 

9:30 a.m. HS Graduation Brunch 

9:30 a.m. Parents of Adolescents  

10:00 a.m. Sunday School—Berkley 

11:00 a.m. Sunday School: thru 5th grade 

11:00 a.m. Fresh Insights 

11:00 a.m. Potluck Brunch—Berkley 

11:00 a.m. Sunday Scholar 

7:00 p.m. WOW Bible Study 

Monday, May 21 

8:00 a.m. Strength Training 

9:00 a.m. Parent/Toddler Open Gym 

9:30 a.m. Chair Yoga—Berkley 

9:30 a.m. Mat Pilates 

10:00 a.m. Canasta 

11:00 a.m. Mahjong 

11:30 a.m. Grief with Grace 

11:30 a.m. Stretch 4 Life 

12:45 p.m. Parents of HS/College 

1:00 p.m. Mexican Train 

1:00 p.m. Senior Volleyball 

6:30 p.m. Steeple Stock 

7:00 p.m. Administrative Council 

7:00 p.m. Adult Karate 

7:00 p.m. Hunger Ministry  

7:00 p.m. Monday Night Bible Study 

7:00 p.m. VBS Workshop 

Tuesday, May 22 

6:30 a.m.    Tuesday Men’s Bible Study 

9:00 a.m. Parent/Toddler Open Gym 

9:30 a.m. Bridge 

9:30 a.m. Tuesday Women’s Study 

11:00 a.m. Stretch 4 Life 

11:00 a.m. Johanna Aulie Memorial 

Service 

1:00 p.m. Senior Volleyball 

3:00 p.m. HS Hang Out 

6:00 p.m. Hatha Yoga—Berkley 

6:00 p.m. GRIP—Berkley 

7:00 p.m. Annual Conference Delegates 

7:00 p.m. Tuesday Study—Berkley 

7:30 p.m. Adult Basketball 

Wednesday, May 16 

6:15 a.m.  Arbon Dennis Men’s Group 

7:30 a.m. Word for Working Women 

8:00 a.m. Strength Training 

8:45 a.m. GRIP Childcare 

9:00 a.m. GRIP/GRIP Elementary Brunch 

9:00 a.m. Parent/Toddler Open Gym 

9:30 a.m. Hatha Mat Yoga—Berkley 

9:30 a.m. Mat Pilates 

11:00 a.m. Singing Bowls 

12:30 p.m. Bridge in the Afternoon 

12:30 p.m. Mahjong 

1:00 p.m. Post Sale Committee Meeting 

1:00 p.m. Senior Volleyball 

1:00 p.m. Sisters 

2:30 p.m. Ruth Ellis Dinner Prep 

6:30 p.m. Bible 101—Berkley 

7:00 p.m. Trustees  

7:00 p.m. Boy Scout Troop #1032 

7:00 p.m. CROP Walk Hunger Meeting 

8:00 p.m. Chancel Choir 

8:00 p.m. Men’s Bible Study 

Thursday, May 17 

9:00 a.m. Mother’s Study 

9:00 a.m. Parent/Toddler Open Gym 

9:00 a.m. Thursday Study—Berkley 

9:30 a.m. Chair Yoga—Berkley 

11:00 a.m. Stretch 4 Life 

1:00 p.m. Purl Girls 

5:30 p.m. Innovation Team #2 

6:30 p.m. Jr./Sr. Karate 

6:45 p.m. Taize Worship Service 

7:00 p.m. Adult Karate 

7:00 p.m. FORWARD—Offsite 

7:00 p.m. Young Adults—Berkley 

7:30 p.m. Unfinished Christian Women 

Friday, May 18 

8:00 a.m. Strength Training 

9:00 a.m. Parent/Toddler Open Gym 

9:30 a.m. Mat Pilates 

11:00 a.m. Hatha Yoga—Berkley 

6:00 p.m. Merry Mates 

Saturday, May 19 

9:30 a.m. Beginner Karate 

10:00 a.m. Advanced Karate 

10:00 a.m. Jeremie Haiti Meeting 

7:30 p.m. Live@First Concert: Tosca 

Wednesday, May 23 

6:15 a.m.  Arbon Dennis (Shirley) 

8:00 a.m. Strength Training 

9:00 a.m. Parent/Toddler Open Gym 

9:30 a.m. Hatha Mat Yoga—Berkley 

9:30 a.m. Mat Pilates 

10:30 a.m. Esther Circle Luncheon 

11:00 a.m. Aware! 

11:00 a.m. Stretch 4 Life 

12:30 p.m. Bridge in the Afternoon 

12:30 p.m. Mahjong 

1:00 p.m. Senior Volleyball 

1:00 p.m. Sisters 

2:30 p.m. Ruth Ellis Dinner Prep 

6:30 p.m. Bible 101—Berkley 

7:00 p.m. Scout Parent/Leader Meeting 

8:00 p.m. Chancel Choir 

8:00 p.m. Men’s Bible Study 

Thursday, May 24 

9:00 a.m. Mother’s Study 

9:00 a.m. Parent/Toddler Open Gym 

9:00 a.m. Thursday Study—Berkley 

9:30 a.m. Chair Yoga—Berkley 

11:00 a.m. Stretch 4 Life 

1:00 p.m. Purl Girls 

5:30 p.m. Innovation Team #2 

6:30 p.m. Jr./Sr. Karate 

7:00 p.m. Adult Karate 

7:00 p.m. Young Adults—Berkley 

7:30 p.m. Unfinished Christian Women 

Friday, May 25 

8:00 a.m. Strength Training 

9:00 a.m. Parent/Toddler Open Gym 

9:30 a.m. Mat Pilates 

11:00 a.m. Hatha Yoga—Berkley 

 



The Liturgists are Rev. Dan Hart at 8:15, Gabe Ervin at 

9:30, and Lauren Baker at 11:00. 

The Altar Flowers are dedicated to the glory of God 

and placed in loving memory of Jeanne B. McDonald by 

Nancy, Gary, Madison, Kendall and Colin Weinert.  

Steeple Notes is published weekly by First United Methodist Church.  

Notices should be in writing and submitted to Janet Smylie in the church office by 5:00 p.m. on Monday.  

Pentecost Sunday                                                          May 20, 2018 

 

 

Traditional Worship 
8:15, 9:30 and 11:00 a.m. in the Sanctuary 

Baptisms at 9:30 

High School Graduate Recognition at 11:00 

Acts 2:1-21 

“When the Wind Blows…” 

Rev. Elbert Dulworth 

Hymns 

“O Spirit of the Living God” 

“Spirit, Spirit of Gentleness” 

“See How Great a Flame Aspires”  

Anthems 

“Travelin’ Home”  

IXOYC Choir 

“Invocation” 

“Go, My Children, With thy Blessing” 

Chancel Choir 

Shine Contemporary Worship 
11:00 a.m. in the Christian Life Center 

Acts 2:1-13 

Trinity:  

“Holy Spirit” 

Rev. Dan Hart 

Our Purpose:  

To gather, nurture and equip disciples of Jesus Christ 

for ministry and mission in the world. 

 

Our Core Values: 

Welcome All 

Put Love Into Action 

Honor God Through Excellence 

Embrace Bold Vision 

Encourage Lifelong Spiritual Growth 

Support One Another 

 

1589 W. Maple Road  •  Birmingham, MI 48009 

248-646-1200  •   fumcbirmingham.org 
office@fumcbirmingham.org   

 Elbert Dulworth, Senior Pastor 

Shawn Lewis-Lakin, Senior Associate Pastor 

Zack Dunlap, Lindsey Hall, Dan Hart and  
Suzanne Walls, Associate Pastors 

John E. Harnish, William A. Ritter and  
Robert P. Ward, Pastors Emeriti 

 

2820 12 Mile Road  •  Berkley, MI 48072 

248-399-3698 •  berkleyfirst.org 

 Zack Dunlap, Pastor 

Weekly Worship 
10:00 a.m. in the Sanctuary 

Acts 2:1-18 

“Out of Control” 

Rev. Shawn Lewis-Lakin 
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https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+2%3A1-21&version=NRSV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+2%3A1-21&version=NRSV
https://www.fumcbirmingham.org
mailto:office@fumcbirmingham.org
https://www.berkleyfirst.org
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+2%3A1-21&version=NRSV

