
 
 

HOLY SPIRIT 

May 20, 2018 



ORDER OF WORSHIP 
 

Please silence your cell phones. 

 

THE GATHERING AND QUIET PREPARATION   

 “Imperial March” Elgar 

 

*THE HYMN OF PRAISE NO. 539   “O Spirit of the Living God” 

 

*THE CALL TO WORSHIP   Lavon Bayler 

Leader: We gather together because God has called us. 

 We wait in expectant awe for God’s appearing. 

People: We are together, old and young, rich and poor. 

 We have come, believers and skeptics, to this place. 

Leader: On the first Christian Pentecost, there were surprises: 

 the rush of a violent wind and tongues of fire. 

People: We tremble before the power of the Holy Spirit. 

 What will happen if we let the Spirit in? 

Leader: On this Pentecost, we can receive the surprises of God. 

 We can be moved to speak and act in new ways. 

People: With hesitant eagerness, we welcome the Spirit. 

 We will risk stepping into God’s vision for us.  

 

*THE CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE NO. 334   

There’s a sweet, sweet Spirit in this place,  

and I know that it’s the Spirit of the Lord; 

there are sweet expressions on each face,  

and I know they feel the presence of the Lord. 

Sweet Holy Spirit, sweet heavenly Dove,  

stay right here with us, filling us with your love; 

And for these blessings we lift our hearts in praise;  

without a doubt we’ll know that we have been revived  

when we shall leave this place.  

* * * 

THE TIME OF WELCOME AND OPPORTUNITIES FOR SERVICE 

The Ritual of Friendship folder is located at the center aisle; please sign and pass. 

 

THE RECOGNITION OF GRADUATES (11:00) 

 



THE ANTHEM   

 (9:30) “Invocation” Craig Courtney 

 Chancel Choir 

 (11:00) “Travelin’ Home” Andrea Ramsey 

  IXOYC Choir 

 

THE SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM (9:30) 

Congregational Response: With God’s help we will so order our lives after the example of 

Christ, that these children, surrounded by steadfast love, may be established in the 

faith, and confirmed and strengthened in the way that leads to life eternal. Amen.  

 

THE RESPONSE (9:30 - All Singing) 

I was there to hear your borning cry, I’ll be there when you are old. 

I rejoiced the day you were baptized, to see your life unfold. 

* * * 

THE CALL TO PRAYER (Leader) 

 

THE UNISON PRAYER OF CONFESSION  Lavon Bayler 

Eternal God, we admit that we are seldom amazed and astonished. We take for granted 

much that was once thought to be impossible. We are confident consumers of human 

ingenuity. Sometimes we think we have no need of you. Matters of the spirit are far 

down on our list of concerns. We are even suspicious of those who claim to see visions 

and skeptical of those who seem carried away in their devotion to the faith. Yet we long 

for something more than our daily routines. O Spirit, come to save us from ourselves. 

Amen.  

 

THE SILENT PRAYER  

 

THE WORDS OF GRACE 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER     

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our 

trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

forever. Amen. 

* * * 

THE OFFERING OF OUR TITHES AND GIFTS 
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*Congregation Standing                                                                          ***Seating of Worshipers 

THE OFFERTORY  “Go, My Children, With thy Blessing” 

 Chancel Choir 

Commissioned by the Chancel Choir in 2005 to honor Chris and Doris Hall  

for 15 years of artistry and vitality in their music ministry at Birmingham First. 

  

*THE DOXOLOGY NO. 94 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise God, all creatures here below: Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Praise God, the source of all our gifts!  

Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts! 

Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 

*THE PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

* * * 

*THE HYMN OF PREPARATION    “Spirit, Spirit of Gentleness” Inserted 

 

THE SCRIPTURE Acts 2:1-21 Pew Bible page 994 

 This is God’s living word for God’s living people. ~ Thanks be to God! 

 

THE SERMON “When the Wind Blows…” 

 Rev. Elbert Dulworth 

 

*THE HYMN OF DEDICATION NO. 541    “See How Great a Flame Aspires” 

 
*THE BENEDICTION AND PERIOD OF SILENCE 

Please wait quietly in your pew during the recession of the clergy. 

 

*THE POSTLUDE  “Pomp and Circumstance” Elgar 


