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Faith to Transform the World 

L ast Saturday evening I had the opportunity to join our confirmands and their 

families at our confirmation banquet. Following a meal together, each of the 

students shared their creeds, describing what they believe about God, Jesus, the 

Holy Spirit, and the Church. Their beliefs inspired great hope in me, not only for our 

local church, but also for the greater Church as well. 

They spoke of God’s great love for all of us. They affirmed how they discovered 

Jesus as Lord, Savior, God’s Son, friend, companion, teacher, miracle worker, and so 

much more. They shared about the Spirit as unseen like the wind, but whose 

presence is felt in their daily lives. They have come to know the Church as the safe 

place where everyone is welcomed and encouraged to grow in faith. 

As I listened to each student share his or her beliefs, I remembered back to my own confirmation and all the people 

who helped me to profess my faith. Mentors, family members, pastors, faithful laypersons, and so many more had been 

a part of my journey to that point. They helped me to know God better. Those people empowered me to believe and 

to understand who God is. Their faithfulness assured me that the Church, the body of Christ, would be there to 

support this journey that was just beginning in my life. Their love and support join that of many others whom I have 

encountered in ministry to this day. 

Thank you for helping to raise up 34 amazing new members at Birmingham First. Thank you for teaching to love God 

and one another. These young people have a great faith in God and in who God is calling them to be as a part of the 

body of Christ. In the days ahead, let us continue to pray for them as they begin this part of their faith journey, that 

God’s Spirit may continue to be at work among them. Let us remember our commitment to continue to support their 

faith development as we walk with them in their next steps. 

This coming Sunday is Mother’s Day. Moments like this cause us to reflect on the many women who have influenced 

our own faith journeys. The apostle Paul once wrote to a young disciple named Timothy, “I am reminded of your 

sincere faith, a faith that lived first in your grandmother Lois and your mother Eunice and now, I am sure, lives in you.” 

How might we, like these faithful women of yesterday and today, continue to bear witness to Christ and impact the 

lives of our youngest disciples? In doing so, we kindle a faith that can transform the world. 

Blessings, 

Elbert Dulworth 

Senior Pastor 
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Our Church Family 
Our Christian Caring and Concern are shared with the following persons, known to be in the hospital on Monday, 

May 7: Jack Wells, Dick Young 

Our Prayers of Sympathy and Support are shared with Damien and Patty Zikakis and family on the death of his 

father, George Zikakis, on April 29.  

….that this week’s Voice of Hope message is recorded by Andy McMillan, and next 

week’s message is by Anita Barratt. To listen, call 248-646-6407 and press 2 when your 

call is answered by our automated system. 

….that the Christian Classic Book Club will meet tonight (Wednesday, May 9) to 

discuss Irving Stone’s Lust for Life. All are welcome to join us at 7:00 p.m. in the Wesley 

Room (#214).  

….that copies of our new Summer Program Guide are now available around the 

building. In all of your summer plans, we want you to know that there are still plenty of opportunities for you  across 

our campuses to continue to grow and serve as disciples of Jesus Christ. Why not try something new? And you won’t 

want to miss out on our big summer events. The Summer Program Guide is also available online at 

fumcbirmingham.org. Check out what’s coming up this summer! 

….that you, too, can prepare or serve communion. You need not be ordained to prepare communion elements or 

serve communion to congregants; it only requires a respect for the sacrament and an interest to help when you can. 

For more information, please contact Beverly Pryor (248-626-3170 or bepryor@pksez1.com) for preparation or Janet 

Smylie (248-646-6407 ext. 3121 or office@fumcbirmingham.org) for serving. 

….that in order to keep our records up to date, we need to hear from you! We cannot change addresses, phone 

numbers, names or e-mails without your help. If you have adult children with an address other than yours, we need to 

know that, too. Please help us keep current by sharing new information! Contact Karen Porter at 248-646-6407, ext. 

3126 or kporter@fumcbirmingham.org. 

 

Did You Know 

Intercessory Prayer 

The Prayer Team would like to pray for you during times of need and also to praise the Lord 

during times of celebration. In addition to your concerns, please let us know of any answered 

prayers, family members in the military returning home, births, marriages and other special events. 

Contact Lisa Marsh (lmarsh@fumcbirmingham.org or 248-646-6407 ext. 3127) or use a Prayer 

Request Card, available in the Sanctuary pews and the church office. Cards may be dropped off in 

the Prayer Request box across from the Welcome Center or in the church office. 

https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/summer-program-guide-100-activities-summer/
mailto:bepryor@pksez1.com
mailto:office@fumcbirmingham.org
mailto:kporter@fumcbirmingham.org
mailto:lmarsh@fumcbirmingham.org
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Children, Student and Family Ministries 
For information about our Children’s Ministry activities (Crib through 5th Grade),  

check out our website at www.fumcbirmingham.org, Facebook Birmingham First Kids,  

or contact us at sheilas@fumcbirmingham.org to receive a monthly email newsletter. 

Want to get the inside scoop on First Student Ministries?  

The Middle School Newsletter has information for middle school students.  

“Make Your Mark” is our newsletter for high school students.  

Get your free subscription today! Sign up under “E-News” on the church website. 

45 Christians Local Summer Mission Trip….All third, fourth and fifth graders (and friends) 

are welcome to participate July 15 at Sunday School (9:30-11:30 a.m.) AND July 16-19. Each 

morning we will serve God’s children in Detroit or Pontiac and then in the afternoon we will enjoy 

fellowship in the city. Register online at www.fumcbirmingham.org/45c by June 27. Each participant 

pays a $35 registration fee and $10 event fee. Parent volunteers are needed, and siblings are 

welcome with a parent volunteer. Contact Kim Bowyer (248-646-6407 ext. 3134 or 

kbowyer@fumcbirmingham.org).  

Retirement Leaves Job Opening 
It is with sadness and best wishes that we announce the retirement of Sheila Smith, Assistant Director of First Kids 

Preschool. Sheila’s accomplishments as an employee in our preschool program include program growth, developing an 

outstanding team of teachers and, most importantly, providing loving care for our youngest ones. We are thankful for 

her passion, hard work, and commitment to excellence. We wish Sheila the best as she enjoys retirement with her 

grandchildren. Please join us as we honor Sheila at a reception on Monday, May 21 at noon in Thomas Parlor. 

As we celebrate Sheila’s retirement, we look ahead to hiring a new Assistant Preschool Director. A few of the 

qualifications for this position are a love for children, a Bachelor’s degree in Education or related field, experience 

working in an Early Childhood program, and the ability to manage and build positive working relationships with staff, 

children and families. Applications and a complete job description are available on the church website and in the main 

office of the Birmingham campus. Please forward applications along with a resume to Lori Handzel, Preschool Director 

(lhandzel@fumcbirmingham.org).  

Live@First Presents “Tosca” 
The Live@First Concert Series presents “Tosca” on Saturday, May 

19 at 7:30 p.m. “Tosca” is one of the most popular operas 

produced worldwide. Stunning soprano Adrienne Danrich returns 

after enthralling Live@First audiences with her one woman show, 

“This Little Light of Mine,” to sing the title role of Tosca. This all-star cast is completed with internationally acclaimed 

tenor Michael Hendrick as the heroic Cavaradossi and renowned baritone Peter Lightfoot as the sinister Scarpia. The 

soaring music of Puccini and the intense drama of the story make this show a thrilling event for the first-time opera 

goer or the seasoned opera fan. To turn up the heat even more, we’re adding a professional orchestra to our popular 

concert-style presentation. Tickets are just $25 for adults, with free admission for students. Tickets may be purchased 

at liveatfirst.org, in the church office, or during the coffee hours on May 13.  

http://www.fumcbirmingham.org/ministries/children-and-families/
https://www.facebook.com/Birmingham-First-Kids-252505732130/
mailto:sheilas@fumcbirmingham.org
http://www.fumcbirmingham.org/e-mail-subscriptions
https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/45c
mailto:kbowyer@fumcbirmingham.org
mailto:lhandzel@fumcbirmingham.org
https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/worship-and-music/music/live-at-first/
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Taizé Worship 

Come worship in a quiet, contemplative and sacred way of communing with God, have a 

private prayer with Pastor Suzanne Walls, or experience Reiki healing touch. Taizé worship 

is Thursday, May 17 in the Runkel Chapel at 6:45 p.m.  

Wear Red! 

Across our worshiping communities and campuses we will celebrate the birth of the 

church and the gift of the Holy Spirit on Sunday, May 20. There will be cupcakes! And 

you are invited to wear red as we recall how, on the first Pentecost, tongues of fire  

came to rest among the believers. It will be a great day of celebration. 

Opportunities for Fellowship 
Merry Mates….Kathy Dalton is the speaker at Merry Mates on Friday, May 18. We will learn that Michigan, and 

specifically Oakland County, are rich in Indian history, culture and lore. What did the Chippewa, Potawatomi and 

Ottawa tribes who lived here experience when the Europeans arrived? Social at 6:00 p.m. and dinner ($15) at 6:30. We 

are a diverse group of all ages; singles and couples are welcome to enjoy this evening with us. RSVP to Bob and Sharon 

Pierce (248-364-4438 or sharonbobpierce@gmail.com) by early evening on May 13.  

Esther Circle will meet for their salad luncheon by Hollie on Wednesday, May 23 in Thomas Parlor. We will eat at 

11:30. Please call Betty Emmert (248-646-8893) by May 20 for required reservations. Come join these women for a 

relaxing visit.  

Summer Schedule Begins Memorial Day Weekend 
Summer Worship Hours begin May 27: 

Nursery and Sunday School are offered at the 10:00 hour. 

Traditional Worship 8:30 and 10:00 a.m. in the Sanctuary 

Shine Contemporary Worship 10:00 a.m. in the Christian Life Center 

Berkley Worship 10:00 a.m. in the Berkley First Sanctuary 

Christian Life Center Summer Hours begin May 26:  

Monday-Thursday 7:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 

Friday   7:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. 

The CLC is closed on Saturdays. In addition, it is closed the week of VBS and the 

first full week of August.  

Summer Office Hours begin May 29: 

Monday-Thursday 8:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 

Friday   8:30 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 

mailto:sharonbobpierce@gmail.com
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Celebrate Mother’s Day at Berkley First as we engage one of the oddest and most neglected 

stories in the Bible, that of the Minor League Prophet Hosea. Together, we’ll discover the 

radical, ridiculous love that God has for each and every one of us—love not unlike that of a 

mother for her children. 

Pastor Zack Dunlap 

Berkley First: Minor League Prophets 
 

This week in Shine we will continue our Trinity series by talking about God. We will talk about 

a God who is reflected in many images and many ways, including as Father and Mother. We 

will explore some of the images of God that we can connect to the most, and some of the 

ways that our assumptions of God are challenged by the text of the Bible. 

This weekend is also Mother’s Day. This can be a joyous day or challenging day for women 

and families. Our goal at Shine is to be a welcoming place for people in many different 

circumstances. We hope you will join us for worship! 

Pastor Dan Hart 

 

Shine Contemporary Worship: The Many Images of God 

ALiCE Training 

ALiCE (Alert, Lockdown, Inform, Counter, Evacuate) training provides 

preparation and a plan for individuals and groups to proactively handle the 

threat of an aggressive intruder or active shooter event. Our Birmingham 

Police Department is working with us to provide ALiCE training to all staff 

members. In addition, we are partnering with them to offer a training that is 

open to members of our congregation and community. This training is scheduled for Tuesday, June 5 from 7:00-9:00 

p.m. in our Christian Life Center.  

While we hope and pray that we might never need to make use of this training, and while we actively advocate for 

policy priorities to reduce the frequency of aggressive intruder or active shooter events, it is nonetheless prudent for 

us to provide such training. No reservations are needed to participate in the training. If you have questions regarding 

ALiCE training or the work of our Safety Committee, please contact Shawn Lewis-Lakin, Senior Associate Pastor  

(248-646-1200 ext. 3155).  
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Coming up at Berkley First 
Perennial Exchange….Berkley First is hosting a Perennial Exchange on Saturday, May 12 from 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 

p.m. Bring a plant, take a plant! Free and open to anyone interested in exchanging their excess perennials for new and 

different varieties, and those with nothing to bring but space to garden.   

Craft and Crop for a Cause is Saturday, May 12 from 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. in the Berkley First Social Hall. Bring 

your own supplies and join the fun as we work on our crafts together. Scrapbooking, knitting, quilting, beading, art 

journaling, needle arts—all are welcome! Proceeds benefit Cass Community Social Services. Continental breakfast and 

lunch from Coco Fairfield’s included. Visit fumcbirmingham.org/craftandcrop for more information and to register. $40 

per person. 

Deep Peace: A Singing Bowl Meditation….Please join us on Monday, May 14 at 6:30 p.m. for this unique 

opportunity to listen and feel the vibrations of Tibetan Singing Bowls. Tibetan Singing Bowls are made of several 

different metals and produce a powerful, long-lasting hum that can be both invigorating and calming at the same time. 

Their sound invokes a deep state of relaxation which naturally assists in entering into meditation. We have a large 

collection of bowls that are played by a group of women, all done intuitively. Comfortable chairs are available, or bring 

a yoga mat or blanket. Free; everyone is invited.  

Detroit Chamber Orchestra performs Friday, May 25 at 7:30 p.m. This free program will feature their string 

section performing works of three different Michigan composers: Rick Robinson (former Detroit Symphony double 

bassist), Cynthia van Maanen (faculty at Interlochen Arts Academy), and Zhou Tian (Grammy-nominated composer and 

faculty at Michigan State University).  

Service Opportunities  
Hunger Sunday is the second Sunday of the month, and all loose change in the offering goes to feed the hungry. 

Please remember to bring your loose change to add to the offering on May 13. For checks and bills, use an offering 

envelope and mark the Hunger line. The money donated will be credited to our Hunger Ministry, which benefits local 

food providers for feeding the hungry.  

Garden Walk….Six beautiful gardens will be on display for our annual Garden Walk 

on Saturday, July 21. Advance tickets are $10 and are available during the coffee hours 

on May 13. Proceeds from this event will help with scholarships for our high school 

youth to go on international mission trips.  

Haiti Ins and Outs….Old iPhones and battery-operated blood pressure monitors are in great demand. Please save 

for Haiti and bring to the church office (make sure to mark them for Haiti). And for now, our cup overflows with 

empty pill bottles and we do not need more at this time. Thank you all! 

Kroger Community Rewards Program….Help the hungry every time you 

shop at Kroger. The need is great! It’s that time of year again—time to enroll 

your Kroger Card for the Community Rewards Program. A portion of your 

Kroger spending will then support the Birmingham First Hunger Ministry 

programs that provide food assistance for those in need. Last year you donated 

$1,300 to the hungry just by shopping at Kroger! Go to krogercommunityrewards.com and complete your enrollment 

today. Questions? Contact Chris Stout (stoutemail@gmail.com).  

https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/craftandcrop/
https://www.kroger.com/account/enrollCommunityRewardsNow
mailto:stoutemail@gmail.com
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Happening This Week 
Saturday, May 12 

9:00 a.m. Craft & CROP—Berkley 

9:00 a.m. Perennial Exchange—Berkley 

9:00 a.m. Youth Hunger Walk—Offsite 

Sunday, May 13 

8:15 a.m. Traditional Worship 

9:30 a.m.  Traditional Worship 

10:00 a.m. Worship—Berkley 

11:00 a.m. Contemporary Worship 

11:00 a.m. Traditional Worship 

9:30 a.m. Sunday School: children/youth 

9:30 a.m. Faith Builders 

9:30 a.m. Parents of Adolescents  

10:00 a.m. Sunday School—Berkley 

11:00 a.m. Sunday School: thru 5th grade 

11:00 a.m. Fresh Insights 

11:00 a.m. Sunday Scholar 

7:00 p.m. WOW Bible Study 

Monday, May 14 

8:00 a.m. Strength Training 

9:00 a.m. Parent/Toddler Open Gym 

9:30 a.m. Chair Yoga—Berkley 

9:30 a.m. Mat Pilates 

10:00 a.m. Canasta 

11:00 a.m. Mahjong 

11:30 a.m. Stretch 4 Life 

12:45 p.m. Parents of HS/College 

1:00 p.m. Mexican Train 

1:00 p.m. Senior Volleyball 

7:00 p.m. Adult Karate 

7:00 p.m. Hospitality and Connecting  

7:00 p.m. Monday Night Bible Study 

7:00 p.m. Stewardship Ministry 

Tuesday, May 15 

6:30 a.m.    Tuesday Men’s Bible Study 

9:00 a.m. Parent/Toddler Open Gym 

9:30 a.m. Bridge 

9:30 a.m. Tuesday Women’s Study 

9:45 a.m. COW 

10:00 a.m. WOW Luncheon 

11:00 a.m. Stretch 4 Life 

1:00 p.m. Bridge on Tuesday 

3:00 p.m. HS Hang Out 

6:00 p.m. Hatha Yoga—Berkley 

6:00 p.m. GRIP—Berkley 

7:00 p.m. Church & Society Ministry 

7:00 p.m. Disciple Ministries  

7:00 p.m. Tuesday Study—Berkley 

7:00 p.m. VBS Workshop 

7:00 p.m. Worship Ministry  

7:30 p.m. Adult Basketball 

Wednesday, May 9 

6:15 a.m.  Arbon Dennis (Noyd) 

7:30 a.m. Word for Working Women 

8:00 a.m. Strength Training 

8:45 a.m. GRIP Childcare 

9:00 a.m. GRIP/GRIP Elementary  

9:00 a.m. Parent/Toddler Open Gym 

9:30 a.m. Hatha Mat Yoga—Berkley 

9:30 a.m. Mat Pilates 

11:00 a.m. Aware! 

12:30 p.m. Bridge in the Afternoon 

12:30 p.m. Mahjong 

1:00 p.m. Senior Volleyball 

1:00 p.m. Sisters 

6:30 p.m. Bible 101—Berkley 

7:00 p.m. Boy Scout Troop #1032 

7:00 p.m. Celebration Ringers 

7:00 p.m. Christian Classic Book Club 

7:00 p.m. UMW Executive Board  

7:00 p.m. VBS Workshop 

8:00 p.m. Chancel Choir 

8:00 p.m. Men’s Bible Study 

Thursday, May 10 

8:45 a.m. GRIP Childcare 

9:00 a.m. GRIP 

9:00 a.m. Mother’s Study 

9:00 a.m. Parent/Toddler Open Gym 

9:30 a.m. Chair Yoga—Berkley 

11:00 a.m. Stretch 4 Life 

1:00 p.m. Purl Girls 

2:30 p.m. Spark Workers Hang Out 

4:00 p.m. SPARK  

4:15 p.m. Covenant Choir 

4:15 p.m. Disciple Choir 

4:15 p.m. Sonshine Choir 

5:00 p.m. Cherub Choir 

5:00 p.m. Children’s Bells 

5:30 p.m. Innovation Team #2 

6:00 p.m. Compass 

6:30 p.m. Jr./Sr. Karate 

7:00 p.m. Adult Karate 

7:00 p.m. Disciple Ministries 

7:00 p.m. Faith Formation 

7:00 p.m. Young Adults—Berkley 

7:30 p.m. Unfinished Christian Women 

Friday, May 11 

8:00 a.m. Strength Training 

9:00 a.m. Parent/Toddler Open Gym 

9:30 a.m. Mat Pilates 

11:00 a.m. Hatha Yoga—Berkley 

11:30 a.m. Mother’s Tea Preschool 5 Year 

Olds 

6:00 p.m. Endowment Fund Dinner 

Wednesday, May 16 

6:15 a.m.  Arbon Dennis (Morse) 

7:30 a.m. Word for Working Women 

8:00 a.m. Strength Training 

8:45 a.m. GRIP Childcare 

9:00 a.m. GRIP/GRIP Elementary Brunch 

9:00 a.m. Parent/Toddler Open Gym 

9:30 a.m. Hatha Mat Yoga—Berkley 

9:30 a.m. Mat Pilates 

11:00 a.m. Singing Bowls 

12:30 p.m. Bridge in the Afternoon 

12:30 p.m. Mahjong 

1:00 p.m. Senior Volleyball 

1:00 p.m. Sisters 

2:30 p.m. Ruth Ellis Dinner Prep 

6:30 p.m. Bible 101—Berkley 

7:00 p.m. Trustees  

7:00 p.m. Boy Scout Troop #1032 

8:00 p.m. Chancel Choir 

8:00 p.m. Men’s Bible Study 

Thursday, May 17 

9:00 a.m. Mother’s Study 

9:00 a.m. Parent/Toddler Open Gym 

9:00 a.m. Thursday Study—Berkley 

9:30 a.m. Chair Yoga—Berkley 

11:00 a.m. Stretch 4 Life 

1:00 p.m. Purl Girls 

5:30 p.m. Innovation Team #2 

6:30 p.m. Jr./Sr. Karate 

6:45 p.m. Taize Worship Service 

7:00 p.m. Adult Karate 

7:00 p.m. FORWARD—Offsite 

7:00 p.m. Young Adults—Berkley 

7:30 p.m. Unfinished Christian Women 

Friday, May 18 

8:00 a.m. Strength Training 

9:00 a.m. Parent/Toddler Open Gym 

9:30 a.m. Mat Pilates 

11:00 a.m. Hatha Yoga—Berkley 

6:00 p.m. Merry Mates 

 

 

 

 



The Liturgists are Rev. Shawn Lewis-Lakin at 8:15 and 

9:30, Rev. Lindsey Hall at 11:00, and Rev. Shawn Lewis-

Lakin at Shine. 

The Altar Flowers are dedicated to the glory of God 

and placed by Susan Davison in loving memory of her 

parents, Nelson and Hazel Jones.  

The Rosebud on the altar announces the birth of 

Charlotte Amelia Chea, born April 22 to Vichit and 

Marissa Chea.  

The Missions Candle is lit by Kerry Fox in honor of 

her mother, Gertrude Fox. 

Steeple Notes is published weekly by First United Methodist Church.  

Notices should be in writing and submitted to Janet Smylie in the church office by 5:00 p.m. on Monday.  

                                                                             Sunday, May 13, 2018 

 

 

Traditional Worship 
8:15, 9:30 and 11:00 a.m. in the Sanctuary 

Acts 1:1-11 

“To What Ends?” 

Rev. Elbert Dulworth 

Hymns 

“Hail the Day That Sees Him Rise” 

“Christ, Whose Glory Fills the Sky” 

“I Love to Tell the Story”  

Anthems 

“Prayer for Mothers” – Sonshine Choir 

“Love Grows One by One” - Cherub Choir 

“To Be a Child of God” – Covenant Choir 

“All Things” – Disciple Choir 

“Jesus Loves Me” – Chancel Choir 

Shine Contemporary Worship 
11:00 a.m. in the Christian Life Center 

Isaiah 66:12-14 

Trinity:  

“God” 

Rev. Dan Hart 

Our Purpose:  

To gather, nurture and equip disciples of Jesus Christ 

for ministry and mission in the world. 

 

Our Core Values: 

Welcome All 

Put Love Into Action 

Honor God Through Excellence 

Embrace Bold Vision 

Encourage Lifelong Spiritual Growth 

Support One Another 

 

1589 W. Maple Road  •  Birmingham, MI 48009 

248-646-1200  •   fumcbirmingham.org 
office@fumcbirmingham.org   

 Elbert Dulworth, Senior Pastor 

Shawn Lewis-Lakin, Senior Associate Pastor 

Zack Dunlap, Lindsey Hall, Dan Hart and  
Suzanne Walls, Associate Pastors 

John E. Harnish, William A. Ritter and  
Robert P. Ward, Pastors Emeriti 

 

2820 12 Mile Road  •  Berkley, MI 48072 

248-399-3698 •  berkleyfirst.org 

 Zack Dunlap, Pastor 

Weekly Worship 
10:00 a.m. in the Sanctuary 

Hosea 3:1-5 

Minor League Prophets: 

“Hosea” 

Rev. Zack Dunlap 
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https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah+66%3A12-14&version=NRSV
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