
March 18, 2018 



ORDER OF WORSHIP 
Fifth Sunday of Lent 

“Joy and resentment cannot coexist” 

                         Henri J.M.Nouwen 

Please silence your cell phones. 

 

THE GATHERING AND QUIET PREPARATION   

 “Ah, Holy Jesus” (UMH 289) Brahms 

   

THE INTROIT  

 (9:30) “Hello Everybody/Cool Cat”  

  Cherub Choir 

 (11:00) “Hymn of Promise” Natalie Sleeth 

 Sonshine Choir 

 

*THE HYMN OF PRAISE NO. 400   “Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing” 

 

*THE CALL TO WORSHIP    

Leader: We are the lost sheep. 

People: God seeks and saves the lost. 

Leader: We are the lost coin. 

People: God searches and rejoices when we are found. 

Leader: We are the wayward son and daughter. 

People: God runs towards us, and lets the past be the past. 

Leader: We are the elder sibling, standing outside. 

People: God invites us to accept grace and know joy. 

Leader: Regardless of what or who we are 

People: God welcomes us in love. 

 

*THE CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE NO. 348 vs. 1 

Softly and tenderly Jesus is calling, calling for you and for me. 

See on the portals he’s waiting and watching, watching for you and for me. 

Come home, come home; you who are weary, come home; 

Earnestly, tenderly, Jesus is calling, calling, O sinner, come home! 

* * * 

THE TIME OF WELCOME AND OPPORTUNITIES FOR SERVICE 

The Ritual of Friendship folder is located at the center aisle; please sign and pass. 



THE ANTHEM (9:30 & 11:00) “Crossroads” William Payn 

 Celebration Ringers 

 

THE SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM (11:00) 

Congregational Response: With God’s help we will so order our lives after the example of 

Christ, that these children, surrounded by steadfast love, may be established in the 

faith, and confirmed and strengthened in the way that leads to life eternal. Amen.  

 

THE RESPONSE (All Singing) 

I was there to hear your borning cry, I’ll be there when you are old. 

I rejoiced the day you were baptized, to see your life unfold. 

* * * 

THE CALL TO PRAYER (Leader) 

 

THE UNISON PRAYER OF CONFESSION    

God of love and grace, we confess that we find it hard to fully let go and to trust in you.              

You offer us a place of peace, but we prefer going our own way. You invite us to 

experience joy, but we stubbornly refuse, because you also welcome those we believe to 

be unworthy. We confess how quick we are to see the mistakes that those around us 

make, and how hesitant we are to admit our own failings, Trusting in your deep 

knowledge of us, we now offer you our silent prayers... 

                       

THE SILENT PRAYER  

 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON 

Leader:  Even when we are still far off, God runs towards us, sweeping us up into the arms 

of mercy, tears of grace mingling with our cries of confession, a mighty river 

cleansing us and restoring us to new life. 

People:  In Jesus Christ, forgiveness is real, grace abounds, and we find our home in 

God’s love. 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our 

trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 

glory, forever. Amen. 

* * * 



*Congregation Standing ***Seating of Worshipers 
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THE OFFERING OF OUR TITHES AND GIFTS 

 

THE OFFERTORY  “Kyrie” Rene Clausen 

 Chancel Choir 

  

*THE DOXOLOGY  Old 100th 

Praise God throughout these forty days. 

Praise God, our Lord, whom God did raise. 

And Praise the Spirit who imparts 

God’s love in Christ into our hearts. Amen. 

 

*THE PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

* * * 

*THE HYMN OF PREPARATION NO. 352   “It’s Me, It’s Me, O Lord” 

 

THE SCRIPTURE Luke 15:1-2, 11-32 Pew Bible page 955 

 This is God’s living word for God’s living people. ~ Thanks be to God! 

 

THE SERMON “Giving Up…Bitterness:  

 Embracing Joy” 

 Rev. Shawn Lewis-Lakin 

 

*THE HYMN OF DEDICATION NO. 89   “Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee” 

 
*THE BENEDICTION AND PERIOD OF SILENCE 

Please wait quietly in your pew during the recession of the clergy. 

 

*THE POSTLUDE  “My Jesus Leadeth Me” Brahms 


