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God-Sized Dream 

I n Acts 2:17, as Peter is filled with the Holy Spirit at Pentecost and empowered to 

preach to a gathering crowd, he quotes the prophet Joel who proclaims that God 

has declared, “I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh, and your sons and your 

daughters shall prophesy, and your young men shall see visions, and your old men shall 

dream dreams.” (NRSV) 

These words came to mind this past week as I heard our high school youth talk about 

their goal to raise $40,000 to build a Tiny House in the Cass community of Detroit. 

They shared a God-sized dream to stamp out homelessness in our area as they work 

to raise the funds to provide a safe space for a person or family to call “home.” With 

gratitude for their own rooms that reflect their own styles and serve as a place of rest in their own homes, they are 

stepping out in faith to make the dream of home ownership a reality for someone in Detroit. 

Surely the Spirit of God is at work among us when our youth and children lead us in a fresh vision for what our world 

could be. I’m not only thankful for their leadership, but I’m also thankful for the many people who have helped to 

provide such strong experiences for them as they walk their journeys of faith. As a result of your support throughout 

the years, they have come to believe that together we can change the world. 

What a joy it is to be a part of a church that is transforming the lives of our young people in such a way that they will 

lead us to change the world around us! I couldn’t wait to get into Fellowship Hall at the end of the day and sign up to 

send a few flocks of flamingoes to some friends in the area. 

After worship on Sunday morning, someone asked me if I purchased flock insurance to keep the flocks off the 

parsonage lawn. I told that person that I was willing to take my chances because I could not wait to tell my neighbors 

why the flamingoes are there when they show up. This type of news is too good to keep to ourselves! I hope you’re 

telling someone what we’re up to at Birmingham and Berkley First! 

Blessings, 

Elbert Dulworth 

Senior Pastor 

P.S. Daylight Saving Time begins this Sunday. Remember to “spring forward” and set your clocks ahead one hour 

before you go to bed on Saturday. You wouldn’t want to miss worship! 
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Our Church Family 

Our Christian Caring and Concern are shared with the following person, known to be in the hospital on Monday, 

March 5: Jack Wells 

Our Prayers for Good Health are shared with the following persons, released from the hospital since Monday, 

February 26: Ken Cooper, Pat Wenstrand 

Our Prayers of Sympathy and Support are shared with: 

….Sue and Jim Verhage and family on the death of her brother, Clifford Sichta, on February 13. 

….John and Elizabeth Sabourin and family on the death of his grandmother, Elaine Victoria Sabourin, on March 1. 

….Bob and Jeanne Livernois and family on the death of his mother, Marietta Livernois, on March 2. 

….Sharon and Gary Grabowski and family on the death of her father, Melvin Arthur Harris, on March 3. A funeral will 

be held at John Santeui and Son Funeral Home in Garden City on Saturday, March 10 at 1:00 p.m. 

….Joy and Tom Murray and family on the death of her mother, Peggy Sayed, on March 5. A memorial service will be 

held in our Sanctuary on Friday, March 16 at 2:00 p.m.  

….that this week’s Voice of Hope message is recorded by Andy McMillan, and next 

week’s message is by Anita Barratt. To listen, call 248-646-6407 and press 2 when your 

call is answered by our automated system. 

….that Mid-Week Worship is offered each Wednesday during Lent. Join us in the 

Runkel Chapel at 6:00 p.m. And it’s not too late to join the Lenten study group at 6:45,  

led by Pastor Shawn Lewis-Lakin. In addition, a light supper of soup, rolls and fruit is 

provided from 5:30-6:30 for those who’d like to come early. A $5 donation per person is 

appreciated.  

….that the Christian Classic Book Club meets on today (March 7) to discuss Pay Conroy’s My Reading Life and 

Herman Melville’s Billy Budd and Typee. All are welcome to join us at 7:00 p.m. in the Wesley Room (#214).  

….that we are now accepting orders for Easter Lilies in memory and honor of loved ones. Cost: $20 each. Forms 

are available in your bulletin on Sunday and in the church office, or contact Janet Smylie (office@fumcbirmingham.org 

or 248-646-6407 ext. 3121). Orders must be received by March 25.  

 ….that the Altar Flowers ($60) are available on April 15, 22 and 29, and the Missions Candle ($30) is available on 

March 25, April 8 and 22. Please contact Janet Smylie (office@fumcbirmingham.org or 248-646-6407 ext. 3121) for 

more information or to reserve a date. 

Did You Know 

Intercessory Prayer 

The Prayer Team would like to pray for you during times of need and also to praise the Lord 

during times of celebration. In addition to your concerns, please let us know of any answered 

prayers, family members in the military returning home, births, marriages and other special events. 

Contact Lisa Marsh (lmarsh@fumcbirmingham.org or 248-646-6407 ext. 3127) or use a Prayer 

Request Card, available in the Sanctuary pews and the church office. Cards may be dropped off in 

the Prayer Request box across from the Welcome Center or in the church office. 

mailto:office@fumcbirmingham.org
mailto:office@fumcbirmingham.org
mailto:lmarsh@fumcbirmingham.org


Children, Student and Family Ministries 
For information about our Children’s Ministry activities (Crib through 5th Grade),  

check out our website at www.fumcbirmingham.org, Facebook Birmingham First Kids,  

or contact us at sheilas@fumcbirmingham.org to receive a monthly email newsletter. 

Want to get the inside scoop on First Student Ministries?  

The Middle School Newsletter has information for middle school students.  

“Make Your Mark” is our newsletter for high school students.  

Get your free subscription today! Sign up under “E-News” on the church website. 

College Care Packets will be sent to our church’s college students on March 18. If your 

student has moved since the fall term, please send their new address to 

mhibbard@fumcbirmingham.org by March 9. Sorry, we cannot send packages to students 

out of the country, but we can send a card. If your student was on the fall/winter mailing list 

and they are still at the same address, then nothing needs to be done. If you can help with 

assembly on March 18 and/or provide a small item, please contact Sue Smith 

(sue.smith@beachcom.net).  

UMW Scholarship Applications….It’s time to apply for a college scholarship from 

United Methodist Women of Birmingham First. The purpose of these scholarship 

funds is to assist Christian students in pursuing higher education while recognizing 

their involvement at Birmingham First and encouraging future church affiliation and 

participation. Applications are available in the church office and on the church website, 

and must be submitted by March 16.  
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The Opioid Crisis Knows No Boundaries: Addiction 101 
Although many believe the opioid epidemic is only a problem in other communities, make no mistake, the opioid crisis 

is everywhere. With a goal to educate, challenge preconceptions and offer resources, First Nurses, Faith Formation 

and High School Ministries have partnered together to present an ongoing series relating to 

addiction: The Opioid Crisis Knows No Boundaries. 

Adults of all ages are encouraged to join us in Fellowship Hall on Sunday, March 25 from 5:30-7:30 

p.m. for the first of the series: Addiction 101. James Balmer, President of Dawn Farms, a non-

profit organization offering compassionate care, professional treatment and peer support for 

families, will walk us through the progression of alcohol/other drug use, review addiction as a 

brain disease, and discuss the process of recovery. Pizza and salad provided. RSVP requested for 

dinner to Sue Dale (248-646-6407 ext. 3160 or sdale@fumcbirmingham.org). Walk-ins always 

welcome for the program.  

http://www.fumcbirmingham.org/ministries/children-and-families/
https://www.facebook.com/Birmingham-First-Kids-252505732130/
mailto:sheilas@fumcbirmingham.org
http://www.fumcbirmingham.org/e-mail-subscriptions
mailto:mhibbard@fumcbirmingham.org
mailto:sue.smith@beachcom.net
https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/2018-umw-scholarship-application/
mailto:sdale@fumcbirmingham.org
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Taizé Worship 

Come worship in a quiet, contemplative and sacred way of communing with God, have a 

private prayer with Pastor Suzanne Walls, or experience Reiki healing touch. Taizé worship 

is Thursday, March 15 in the Runkel Chapel at 6:45 p.m.  

Young Artist Winners’ Concert 
Seven exceptional winners of the Live@First Young Artist 

Competition will perform and receive top prizes in our Sanctuary on 

Saturday, March 10 at 7:30 p.m. Prizes will be awarded in both the 

High School and College divisions. You will hear music of Bach, 

Bruckner, Mozart and Saint-Saens. Please join us for this special concert featuring future stars of classical music. Tickets 

are $15 for adults and FREE for all students. Purchase tickets at liveatfirst.org or from the church office. Don’t miss this 

concert! 

Opportunities for Fellowship 
Sunday Social is a time for fellowship, to break bread, and to learn about future events. Seniors, please join us for a 

great Irish feast on Sunday, March 11 at 12:15 p.m. in Thomas Parlor. Reserve a spot with Sue Dale (248-646-6407 ext. 

3160) or by signing up in the church office.  

Merry Mates….Radford W. Jones, a retired Secret Service agent, will be our speaker this month. He will provide a 

brief history of the U.S. Secret Service and discuss several major investigations and historical events while protecting 

six presidents and foreign heads of state. He will also include a number of photographs from that period. We welcome 

all to join our caring and diverse group of all ages, singles and couples, on Friday, March 16 for Social at 6:00 p.m. and 

Dinner ($15) at 6:30. RSVP to Bob and Sharon Pierce (sharonbobpierce@gmail.com or 248-364-4438) by early evening 

on March 11. 

A New Piano for the Sanctuary 
Those of you with astute ears will recognize new sounds in our worship services! Our Sanctuary is now home to a 

Schimmel 6’10” grand piano which we recently purchased from a private seller. Our Sanctuary was previously home to 

a Weinbach piano purchased in the early 1990s. Although this glorious piano served us for many years, the time had 

come for us to consider replacing it. We were fortunate to learn of this incredible Schimmel piano, which was in 

pristine condition in a private home. In consultation with our piano technician, we decided this would be an ideal piano 

for our Sanctuary.  

Schimmels are well-known German pianos with a long and well-regarded reputation. We are excited about all of the 

music that it will make in this place! Our Weinbach piano has been carefully moved to the Berkley campus, where it 

was excitedly welcomed to continue its ministry. We are grateful for the financial gift that made the purchase of the 

Weinbach possible over 25 years ago. As we enjoy this new instrument, we also welcome gifts to help support the 

purchase of this new piano and the music ministry that it will enable.  

https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/worship-and-music/music/live-at-first/
mailto:sharonbobpierce@gmail.com
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Beginning March 11, we’ll embark on a four-week journey through the events of Holy 

Week. At Berkley First, we will spend one Sunday each on the Palms, Passover, Passion and 

Easter—experiencing the highs and lows that Jesus and his closest followers went through. 

It all kicks off this Sunday with a look at Jesus’ triumphal entry into Jerusalem and the 

Pharisees’ attempt to stifle the celebration. 

Pastor Zack Dunlap 

Berkley First: Lead Me To the Cross 

 

This week in Shine we will continue our series, Awaken, by talking about repentance. We will 

talk about moving ourselves away from all that distracts us from our relationship with Christ. 

What is it that is keeping you from fully living out your faith? 

This Saturday, March 10, is also our Shine-sponsored Movie Night! We will show CoCo at 

6:00 p.m. and Beauty and Beast at 8:00. Feel free to come at 5:30 to grab some snacks and a 

good seat in the Christian Life Center. We had to adjust our 8:00 movie because of release 

date. Hope to see you there for one or both movies! 

Pastor Dan Hart 

 

Contemporary Worship: Turning Around 

Join Rev. Elbert Dulworth for Discover First, a one-session class that will 

provide you with the knowledge, resources and relationships needed to 

take your next steps at Birmingham and Berkley First. Associate clergy 

and ministry leaders will also attend. The session will be relaxed and 

informative as you learn more about the United Methodist Church and 

Birmingham and Berkley First. Near the end of the session there will be 

a short joining ceremony for those who decide to become members.  

We will meet at the Berkley First campus on Sunday, March 18 from 

5:00-7:00 p.m. We would love to be your church family! There is a place 

for you at Birmingham and Berkley First! Contact Mary Feldmaier (248-646-6407 ext. 3142). 

Discover First 
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UMCOR Sunday….March 11 is UMCOR Sunday, when we as a church have the 

opportunity to support the structural needs of the United Methodist Committee on 

Relief so every dollar they receive for missions can be used to help those in need. 

Here is what The United Methodist Church has to say about it: “When you give, you 

equip Christ’s body to serve in his name. That’s because your generous giving to 

UMCOR Sunday (formerly One Great Hour of Sharing) is what allows UMCOR to 

act as the arms and legs of Christ’s church, moving toward the most vulnerable  in 

their darkest days, convinced that all people have God-given worth and dignity.” We 

encourage you to give using the envelopes in your bulletin this Sunday. 

Hunger Sunday….March 11 is the second Sunday of the month, and all loose change in the 

offering will be credited to our Hunger Ministry, which benefits local food providers feeding 

the hungry. Please remember to bring your loose change to add to the offering. For checks 

and bills, use an offering envelope and mark the Hunger line. Also, please visit the Home Foods 

Table in Fellowship Hall for a specialty provided by Triads Fellowship Group, Middle School 

and High School Youth Groups. All donations go toward local hunger relief. 

March Madness for Missions….The NCAA basketball tournament is right around the corner! This year’s March 

Madness for Missions fundraiser aims to raise $4,000 for our Imagine No 

Malaria campaign. Who will find this year’s lucky bracket and unseat 

defending champion Deb Hamel? Entry donations are $10 and may be 

dropped off in the church office. Auto-pick and donation-only will again be 

available. To inquire or enter, email Todd Albery (toddalbery@gmail.com).  

Brightmoor has several new opportunities for volunteers! We can be flexible to match your schedule. Please contact 

Mary Pickett (248-229-1459 or DetroitBrightmoor@gmail.com) if you would like to be involved. 

Perfect for the early riser—you will be home by 8:15 a.m. on Saturday! We need a driver to pick up a carload of 

donated produce and bread from a home near Pierce Elementary School at 7:00 a.m. and drop it off in Brightmoor, 

where volunteers will unload it and you can be on your way home. We are looking for additional drivers for the 

team which drives this much-needed food to Brightmoor twice a month, all year round. 

If you prefer a later start to the day, we have just opened our new computer lab in Brightmoor and are looking for 

volunteers to help the adults who are getting their first introduction to computers. No need for a graduate degree 

in computer science, just a desire to help and a basic knowledge of browsing the web, doing email, and using Word. 

The lab is open 9:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. every Saturday. We are looking for volunteers willing to be there once or 

twice a month to help people who are very excited about this opportunity. What’s more, lunch is provided! 

Opportunities to Serve Others 

mailto:toddalbery@gmail.com
mailto:DetroitBrightmoor@gmail.com
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Happening This Week 
Friday, March 9 

8:00 a.m. Strength Training 

9:00 a.m. Parent/Toddler Open Gym 

9:30 a.m. Mat Pilates 

11:00 a.m. Hatha Yoga—Berkley 

Saturday, March 10 

9:00 a.m. Unite 3 on 3 Basketball 

7:30 p.m. Live@First: Young Artist 

Concert 

Sunday, March 11 

8:15 a.m. Traditional Worship 

9:30 a.m.  Traditional Worship 

10:00 a.m. Worship—Berkley 

11:00 a.m. Contemporary Worship 

11:00 a.m. Traditional Worship 

9:30 a.m. Baptism Class 

9:30 a.m. Big Chapel 

9:30 a.m. MS Chapel 

9:30 a.m. Sunday School: children/youth 

9:30 a.m. Faith Builders 

9:30 a.m. Parents of Adolescents  

10:00 a.m. Sunday School—Berkley 

11:00 a.m. Sunday School: thru 5th grade 

11:00 a.m. Fresh Insights/L 

11:00 a.m. Sunday Scholar 

12:30 p.m. Sunday Social 

5:00 p.m.    HS Youth Group 

5:00 p.m.    MS Bell Choir 

5:30 p.m.    Genesis Choir 

6:30 p.m.    IXOYC Choir 

6:30 p.m.    MS Parent Lenten Study 

6:30 p.m.    MS Youth Group 

7:00 p.m.    WOW/ Women of the Word 

7:30 p.m.    HS Bell Choir 

Monday, March 12 

8:00 a.m. Strength Training 

9:00 a.m. Parent/Toddler Open Gym 

9:30 a.m. Mat Pilates 

10:00 a.m. Canasta 

11:00 a.m. Mahjong 

11:30 a.m. Stretch 4 Life 

12:45 p.m. Parents of HS & College/L  

1:00 p.m. Mexican Train 

1:00 p.m. Senior Volleyball 

6:30 p.m. The Cinema and the Bible 

7:00 p.m. Adult Karate 

7:00 p.m. Hospitality and Connecting  

7:00 p.m. Lenten Study—Offsite/Work’s 

7:00 p.m. Monday Night Bible/L 

7:00 p.m. Stewardship Committee 

*L = Lenten Study 

 

Wednesday, March 7 

6:15 a.m.  Arbon Dennis Men’s Group/L 

7:30 a.m. Word for Working Women/L 

8:00 a.m. Strength Training 

8:45 a.m. GRIP Childcare 

9:00 a.m. GRIP/GRIP Elementary/L 

9:00 a.m. Parent/Toddler Open Gym 

9:30 a.m. Hatha Mat Yoga—Berkley 

9:30 a.m. Mat Pilates 

11:00 a.m. Singing Bowls 

12:30 p.m. Bridge in the Afternoon 

1:00 p.m. Rummage Committee  

1:00 p.m. Senior Volleyball 

1:00 p.m. Sisters 

2:30 p.m. Ruth Ellis Dinner Prep  

5:00 p.m. Unite Open Basketball 

5:30 p.m. Lenten Supper 

6:00 p.m. Endowment Committee 

6:00 p.m. Lenten Service 

6:45 p.m. Lenten Study 

6:45 p.m. Cub Scout Troop #1032 

7:00 p.m. Boy Scout Troop #1032 

7:00 p.m. Celebration Ringers 

7:00 p.m. Christian Classic Book Club 

8:00 p.m. Chancel Choir 

8:00 p.m. Men’s Bible Study 

Thursday, March 8 

8:45 a.m. GRIP Childcare 

9:00 a.m. GRIP/L 

9:00 a.m. Mother’s Study 

9:00 a.m. Parent/Toddler Open Gym 

9:00 a.m. Thursday Study/L—Berkley 

9:30 a.m. Chair Yoga—Berkley 

9:30 a.m. Prelude: 24-36 Months 

10:15 a.m. Prelude: Walkers-24 Months 

11:00 a.m. Prelude: Newborns-Walkers 

11:00 a.m. Stretch 4 Life 

1:00 p.m. Purl Girls 

2:30 p.m. Spark Workers Hang Out 

4:00 p.m. SPARK  

4:15 p.m. Covenant Choir 

4:15 p.m. Disciple Choir 

4:15 p.m. Sonshine Choir 

5:00 p.m. Cherub Choir 

5:00 p.m. Children’s Bells 

6:30 p.m. Jr./Sr. Karate 

7:00 p.m. Adult Karate 

7:00 p.m. HS Basketball 

7:30 p.m. Unfinished Christian Women/L 

Tuesday, March 13 

6:30 a.m.    Tuesday Men’s Bible Study/L 

8:00 a.m. WOW Leaders’ Meeting 

9:00 a.m. Parent/Toddler Open Gym 

9:30 a.m. Bridge 

9:30 a.m. Tuesday Women’s Study/L 

9:45 a.m. COW/Children of the Word 

10:00 a.m. WOW/Women of the Word 

11:00 a.m. Stretch 4 Life 

11:30 a.m. WOW/Coffee 

1:00 p.m. Women @ One 

3:00 p.m. HS Hang Out 

4:15 p.m. MS Lenten Study 

6:00 p.m. Lenten Study—Berkley 

7:00 p.m. Ballroom/Social Dance/Berkley 

7:00 p.m. Finance Committee 

7:00 p.m. Missions Ministry 

7:00 p.m. Tuesday Study—Berkley 

7:00 p.m. Ushers Council  

7:30 p.m. Adult Basketball 

Wednesday, February 14 

6:15 a.m.  Arbon Dennis (Crosby)/L 

7:30 a.m. Word for Working Women/L 

8:00 a.m. Strength Training 

8:45 a.m. GRIP Childcare 

9:00 a.m. GRIP/GRIP Elementary  

9:00 a.m. Parent/Toddler Open Gym 

9:30 a.m. Mat Pilates 

11:00 a.m. Aware! 

12:30 p.m. Bridge in the Afternoon 

12:30 p.m. Mahjong 

1:00 p.m. Rummage Committee 

1:00 p.m. Senior Volleyball 

1:00 p.m. Sisters 

5:00 p.m. Unite Open Basketball 

5:30 p.m. Lenten Supper 

6:00 p.m. Lenten Service 

6:00 p.m. Scouts/Blue & Gold Banquet 

6:45 p.m. Lenten Study 

7:00 p.m. Boy Scout Troop #1032 

7:00 p.m. Celebration Ringers 

8:00 p.m. Chancel Choir 

8:00 p.m. Men’s Bible Study 

 



The Liturgists are Rev. Shawn Lewis-Lakin at 8:15,  

Rev. Suzanne Walls at 9:30, Rev. Lindsey Hall at 11:00, 

and Rev. Shawn Lewis-Lakin at Shine. 

The Altar Flowers are dedicated to the glory of God 

and placed in loving memory of A. B. Littleton by Ruth 

Littleton and family. 

The Welcome Center Flowers are placed in 

celebration of Pauline Porter’s 95th birthday by her 

children, grandchildren and great-grandchildren. 

The Missions Candle is lit in loving memory of Harold 

Stanton by his family.  

Steeple Notes is published weekly by First United Methodist Church.  

Notices should be in writing and submitted to Janet Smylie in the church office by 5:00 p.m. on Monday.  

Fourth Sunday of  Lent                                              March 11, 2018 

 

 

Traditional Worship 
8:15, 9:30 and 11:00 a.m. in the Sanctuary 

Genesis 3:1-10 

Luke 18:9-14 

“Giving Up...Shame:  

Embracing Grace” 

Rev. Elbert Dulworth 

Hymns 

“To God Be the Glory” 

“Amazing Grace” 

“I Am Thine, O Lord”  

Anthems 

“The Call” – IXOYC Choir 

“Ut Vitam Habeant” – Covenant Choir 

“Create in Me a Clean Heart”  – Chancel Choir 

Shine Contemporary Worship 
11:00 a.m. in the Christian Life Center 

John 17:20-26 

Awaken:  

“Repentence” 

Rev. Dan Hart 

Our Purpose:  

To gather, nurture and equip disciples of Jesus Christ 

for ministry and mission in the world. 

 

Our Core Values: 

Welcome All 

Put Love Into Action 

Honor God Through Excellence 

Embrace Bold Vision 

Encourage Lifelong Spiritual Growth 

Support One Another 

 

1589 W. Maple Road  •  Birmingham, MI 48009 

248-646-1200  •   fumcbirmingham.org 
office@fumcbirmingham.org   

 Elbert Dulworth, Senior Pastor 

Shawn Lewis-Lakin, Senior Associate Pastor 

Zack Dunlap, Lindsey Hall, Dan Hart and  
Suzanne Walls, Associate Pastors 

John E. Harnish, William A. Ritter and  
Robert P. Ward, Pastors Emeriti 

 

2820 12 Mile Road  •  Berkley, MI 48072 

248-399-3698 •  berkleyfirst.org 

 Zack Dunlap, Pastor 

Weekly Worship 
10:00 a.m. in the Sanctuary 

Luke 19:30-40 

Lead Me to the Cross: 

“Palms” 

Rev. Zack Dunlap 

Page 8 March 7, 2018 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+3%3A1-10&version=NRSV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+18%3A9-14&version=NRSV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+17%3A20-26&version=NRSV
https://www.fumcbirmingham.org
mailto:office@fumcbirmingham.org
https://www.berkleyfirst.org
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+19%3A30-40&version=NRSV

