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Changing Lives 

W hat a blessing it was to join our missions team in Costa Rica the other 

week! Travelling from one location to another, I had the opportunity to 

experience the difference you have made in the lives of people through your mission 

work over the years. 

For the past couple of weeks, both before I arrived and after I left, our team was 

working on building a parsonage for the new pastor at Faro del Este, the church that 

you built in Mansiones. Pastor Gustavo and his family currently travel over an hour and 

a half by bus across San Jose to get to the church. While I was there, we put up a few 

walls comprised on a wire mesh screen with a foam board center that will later be coated with concrete. When the 

team arrived, the parsonage level of the building was more of a frame. By the time they left, the frame was enclosed 

and the rooms were defined on the floor plan. 

One of the harder parts about serving on a mission team is that you don’t always get to see the finished product in one 

trip. Other teams were there before your team. Still others will come after you leave until the project is complete. 

While we put up several walls, the parsonage still needs plenty of work before Pastor Gustavo and his family are able 

to move in. 

During our trip, we also travelled to Tonjibe, a Maleku indigenous village, where you helped to provide a school for the 

children of that community. As we walked into the village, so many people came out to welcome our team. They were 

so excited to see the familiar faces of people who had spent time with their community when they were so young. 

When the school was built, you may have witnessed children going to school. On this visit, I saw children who had 

become adults who were now instilling in their own children the value of an education in a community where parents 

once questioned the need for a school. 

Through your long-term commitment to missions, you are changing lives. Sometimes it takes time to see the projects 

completed. Yet the relationships that are formed and the bonds that are made are transformational for individuals and 

communities. So often the change continues to happen for years after our initial projects are completed. As a result, I 

can’t wait to see what’s in store for the church in Mansiones when Pastor Gustavo is finally able to live among the 

community that he serves. 

As life changing as mission trips are for the people we serve, they are also transformational for each of us. When we 

share generously of our time and our resources, our own hearts are changed as we see God’s blessings in sharing. 

Blessings, 

Elbert Dulworth 

Senior Pastor 
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Our Church Family 

Our Christian Caring and Concern are shared with the following persons, known to be in the hospital on Monday, 

February 26: Ken Cooper, Jack Wells, Pat Wenstrand 

Our Prayers for Good Health are shared with the following person, released from the hospital since Monday, 

February 19: Elton Blose 

“And he took the little children into his arms and blessed them….” Congratulations are shared with the 

family of Lilah Joylynn Conger, who was baptized at Berkley First on February 25. 

….that this week’s Voice of Hope message is recorded by Greg LaBrake with the title 

“Wondrous Love,” and next week’s message is by Andy McMillan. To listen, call 248-646-

6407 and press 2 when your call is answered by our automated system. 

….that our pastors will record a devotion each week during Lent. The devotions 

will be posted each Monday afternoon our website home page (fumcbirmingham.org) and 

on our Facebook page (facebook.com/BirminghamFirst). 

….that Mid-Week Worship is offered each Wednesday during Lent. Join us in the 

Runkel Chapel at 6:00 p.m. And it’s not too late to join the Lenten study group at 6:45,  

led by Pastor Shawn Lewis-Lakin. In addition, a light supper of soup, rolls and fruit is provided from 5:30-6:30 for those 

who’d like to come early. A $5 donation per person is appreciated.  

….that the Christian Classic Book Club meets on Wednesday, March 7 to discuss Pay Conroy’s My Reading Life 

and Herman Melville’s Billy Budd and Typee. All are welcome to join us at 7:00 p.m. in the Wesley Room (#214).  

….that the Missions Candle ($30) is available on March 11 and 25, and the Altar Flowers ($60) are available on 

April 15, 22 and 29.  Please contact Janet Smylie (office@fumcbirmingham.org or 248-646-6407 ext. 3121) for more 

information or to reserve a date. 

….that Cathedral Directories is publishing our annual member directory and is looking for advertisers in support of 

this publication. If you are interested in advertising this year or would like more information, please contact Cathy 

Hunley at Cathedral Directories (248-545-1415 ext. 110 or chunley@cathedraldirectories.com).  

….that Pastor Elbert and Casey Proch will lead a tour to the Oberammergau Passion Play in summer 2020. Stay 

tuned for details! 

Did You Know 

Intercessory Prayer 

The Prayer Team would like to pray for you during times of need and also to praise the Lord 

during times of celebration. In addition to your concerns, please let us know of any answered 

prayers, family members in the military returning home, births, marriages and other special events. 

Contact Lisa Marsh (lmarsh@fumcbirmingham.org or 248-646-6407 ext. 3127) or use a Prayer 

Request Card, available in the Sanctuary pews and the church office. Cards may be dropped off in 

the Prayer Request box across from the Welcome Center or in the church office. 

https://www.fumcbirmingham.org
http://www.facebook.com/BirminghamFirst
mailto:office@fumcbirmingham.org
mailto:chunley@cathedraldirectories.com
mailto:lmarsh@fumcbirmingham.org


Children, Student and Family Ministries 
For information about our Children’s Ministry activities (Crib through 5th Grade),  

check out our website at www.fumcbirmingham.org, Facebook Birmingham First Kids,  

or contact us at sheilas@fumcbirmingham.org to receive a monthly email newsletter. 

Want to get the inside scoop on First Student Ministries?  

The Middle School Newsletter has information for middle school students.  

“Make Your Mark” is our newsletter for high school students.  

Get your free subscription today! Sign up under “E-News” on the church website. 

The Flamingos are Back! Don’t miss worship on March 4! The high school 

students will share their dream to end the cycle of poverty and change the life of  

a person in Detroit by building a Cass Tiny Home. You can help by flocking your 

neighbor with adorable pink flamingos for $25. Help the students reach their goal 

and learn about this exciting initiative on Sunday, March 4.  

College Care Packets will be sent to our church’s college students on March 18. If your student has moved since 

the fall term, please send their new address to mhibbard@fumcbirmingham.org by March 9. Sorry, we cannot send 

packages to students out of the country, but we can send a card. If your student was on the fall/winter mailing list and 

they are still at the same address, then nothing needs to be done. If you can help with assembly on March 18 and/or 

provide a small item, please contact Sue Smith (sue.smith@beachcom.net).  

UMW Scholarship Applications….It’s time to apply for a college scholarship from 

United Methodist Women of Birmingham First. The purpose of these scholarship funds 

is to assist Christian students in pursuing higher education while recognizing their 

involvement at Birmingham First and encouraging future church affiliation and 

participation. Applications are available in the church office and on the church website, 

and must be submitted by March 16.  
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We are called to be in ministry and to give of our gifts, time, presence and talents to the church. There are lots of 

opportunities for you to get involved and be in ministry at Birmingham and Berkley First. We would like to add to the 

following areas of ministry: 

Greeting on Sunday, before and after worship services 

Ushering for Sunday worship and special events 

Greeting at the Main Entrance Welcome Center on weekday afternoons 

Cashiers on Sundays in the Circuit Rider Bookstore 

Connecting/Hospitality Ministry Team members 

We would love to hear how you would like to be involved. Contact Mary Feldmaier  

(248-646-6407 ext. 3142) with your “yes” to participate in one of these areas. 

Every Member in Ministry 

http://www.fumcbirmingham.org/ministries/children-and-families/
https://www.facebook.com/Birmingham-First-Kids-252505732130/
mailto:sheilas@fumcbirmingham.org
http://www.fumcbirmingham.org/e-mail-subscriptions
mailto:mhibbard@fumcbirmingham.org
mailto:sue.smith@beachcom.net
https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/2018-umw-scholarship-application/
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Young Artist Winners’ Concert 
Seven exceptional winners of the Live@First Young Artist 

Competition will perform and receive top prizes in our Sanctuary on 

Saturday, March 10 at 7:30 p.m. Prizes will be awarded in both the 

High School and College divisions. You will hear music of Bach, 

Bruckner, Mozart and Saint-Saens. Please join us for this special concert featuring future stars of classical music. Tickets 

are $15 for adults and FREE for all students. Purchase tickets at liveatfirst.org, from the church office, or during the 

coffee hours on March 4. Don’t miss this concert! 

Opportunities for Fellowship 
Desert Sisters Retreat….There are a few remaining spaces for this year’s September 18-21 retreat at Northport 

Bay Retreat. Please make registration requests to Jill Brouhard at 248-302-8108 or email fumcdesertsister@gmail.com.  

Sunday Social is a time for fellowship, to break bread, and to learn about future events. Seniors, please join us for a 

great Irish feast on Sunday, March 11 at 12:15 p.m. in Thomas Parlor. Reserve a spot with Sue Dale (248-646-6407 ext. 

3160) or by signing up in the church office.  

Merry Mates….Radford W. Jones, a retired Secret Service agent, will be our speaker this month. He will provide a 

brief history of the U.S. Secret Service and discuss several major investigations and historical events while protecting 

six presidents and foreign heads of state. He will also include a number of photographs from that period. We welcome 

all to join our caring and diverse group of all ages, singles and couples, on Friday, March 16 for Social at 6:00 p.m. and 

Dinner ($15) at 6:30. RSVP to Bob and Sharon Pierce (sharonbobpierce@gmail.com or 248-364-4438) by early evening 

on March 11. 

The Opioid Crisis Knows No Boundaries: Addiction 101 
Although many believe the opioid epidemic is only a problem in other communities, make no mistake, the opioid crisis 

is everywhere. With a goal to educate, challenge preconceptions and offer resources, First Nurses, Faith Formation 

and High School Ministries have partnered together to present an ongoing series relating to 

addiction: The Opioid Crisis Knows No Boundaries. 

Adults of all ages are encouraged to join us in Fellowship Hall on Sunday, March 25 from 5:30-7:30 

p.m. for the first of the series: Addiction 101. James Balmer, President of Dawn Farms, a non-

profit organization offering compassionate care, professional treatment and peer support for 

families, will walk us through the progression of alcohol/other drug use, review addiction as a 

brain disease, and discuss the process of recovery. Pizza and salad provided. RSVP requested for 

dinner to Sue Dale (248-646-6407 ext. 3160 or sdale@fumcbirmingham.org). Walk-ins always 

welcome for the program.  

https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/worship-and-music/music/live-at-first/
mailto:fumcdesertsister@gmail.com
mailto:sharonbobpierce@gmail.com
mailto:sdale@fumcbirmingham.org
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This Sunday at Berkley First, we’re wrapping up our Best Practices series with a look at 

prayer. Together in the service, we’ll talk about prayer and also practice different types of 

prayer. After worship, feel free to join in a special Time for Prayer with a focus on healing. It 

all starts this Sunday at 10:00 a.m.! 

Pastor Zack Dunlap 

Berkley First: Prayer 

 

This week we will continue our Awaken Lenten series by talking about Service. As we explore 

some of the spiritual disciples we can participate in during this season of journeying with 

Christ, we will look at how we can serve others like Christ did throughout his ministry. I 

hope to see you there! 

We had a great brunch on Sunday! Thanks to all who came to share conversation and 

community. Thanks as well to Kristin Snyder, who organized our event. We will have brunch 

coming up again on March 25. 

Pastor Dan Hart 

 

Contemporary Worship: Serve in Faith 

Join Rev. Elbert Dulworth for Discover First, a one-session class that will 

provide you with the knowledge, resources and relationships needed to 

take your next steps at Birmingham and Berkley First. Associate clergy 

and ministry leaders will also attend. The session will be relaxed and 

informative as you learn more about the United Methodist Church and 

Birmingham and Berkley First. Near the end of the session there will be 

a short joining ceremony for those who decide to become members.  

We will meet at the Berkley First campus on Sunday, March 18 from 

5:00-7:00 p.m. We would love to be your church family! There is a place 

for you at Birmingham and Berkley First! Contact Mary Feldmaier (248-646-6407 ext. 3142). 

Discover First 
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Tonight (February 28) from 7:00-8:30 p.m. in Fellowship Hall, Church and Society Ministry will present Immigration 

101, a short course on the United States Immigration System. The course will take you behind the politics and present 

a clear discussion of the primary components of the immigration system by answering the most basic questions about 

the system. Who legally gets in and how? Do we consider an applicant’s skills/talents? What is the immigration 

“lottery”? What exactly is “chain migration”? What is DACA and who does it protect? How do we currently enforce 

our immigration laws? What is a detention center and who are the incarcerated? 

Immigration 101 will culminate with a brief workshop in which each of us will have the opportunity to answer the most 

fundamental question about our immigration system: Who should we allow in and why? 

Immigration 101’s content is not just for adults; it is suitable for middle-school aged youth and older. If you have any 

questions about this program, please contact Frank Driscoll (248-666-5021 or frank.driscoll@mellc.co).  

Immigration 101 

More movies! More perspectives! Join us for Jesus at the Oscars on Thursday, March 1 at 7:00 

p.m. A stellar line-up of reviewers will provide their thoughts on all nine Oscar-nominated films: 

Call Me by Your Name      Darkest Hour 

Dunkirk     Get Out 

Lady Bird    Phantom Thread 

The Post           The Shape of Water 

Three Billboards Outside Ebbing, Missouri 

Trailers for each of the movies will be shown. You do not need to have seen the movies to enjoy 

the night. Reviewers will consider how each film speaks to our faith, including where they see 

Jesus in each film. All are welcome to attend. Admission is free. And so is the popcorn! 

Jesus at the Oscars! 

The Aging Summit 
Aging is an expected part of life, but caring for a spouse or parent can throw you an 

unexpected curve ball. Without preparation, this can be vast and overwhelming. On 

Sunday, March 4, Birmingham First is sponsoring The Aging Summit, a program that 

can help you prepare for very possible changes in your life. 

What are the normal signs of aging? How do you navigate care during or after a fall or 

illness? Is caring for someone at home really the most cost effective? What does 

Medicare really cover? These are some of the many questions addressed by our 

experts in the industry, Kathryn Bartz and Janice Roble.  

To participate, join us in the Christian Life Center at 12:15 p.m. All are welcome and encouraged to attend. Lunch will 

be available for those who sign up in the church office or with Sue Dale (sdale@fumcbirmingham.org or 248-646-6407 

ext. 3160).  

mailto:frank.driscoll@mellc.co
mailto:sdale@fumcbirmingham.org
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Happening This Week 
Friday, March 2 

8:00 a.m. Strength Training 

9:00 a.m. Parent/Toddler Open Gym 

9:30 a.m. Mat Pilates 

11:00 a.m. Hatha Yoga—Berkley 

7:00 p.m. MS Lock-in 

Saturday, March 3 

9:00 a.m. Unite 3 on 3 Basketball 

9:30 a.m. Beginning Karate 

10:00 a.m. Advanced Karate 

Sunday, March 4 

8:15 a.m. Traditional Worship 

9:30 a.m.  Traditional Worship 

10:00 a.m. Worship—Berkley 

11:00 a.m. Contemporary Worship 

11:00 a.m. Traditional Worship 

9:30 a.m. Confirmation Mentor Group 

9:30 a.m. Sunday School: children/youth 

9:30 a.m. Faith Builders 

9:30 a.m. Parents of Adolescents  

10:00 a.m. Sunday School—Berkley 

11:00 a.m. Sunday School: thru 5th grade 

11:00 a.m. Fresh Insights–L 

11:00 a.m. Sunday Scholar 

11:20 a.m. A Time for Prayer—Berkley 

12:30 p.m. Aging Summit 

5:00 p.m.    HS Youth Group 

5:00 p.m.    MS Bell Choir 

5:30 p.m.    Genesis Choir 

6:30 p.m.    IXOYC Choir 

6:30 p.m.    MS Parent Lenten Study 

6:30 p.m.    MS Youth Group 

7:00 p.m.    WOW/Women of the Word 

7:30 p.m.    HS Bell Choir 

Monday, March 5 

8:00 a.m. Strength Training 

9:00 a.m. Parent/Toddler Open Gym 

9:30 a.m. Chair Yoga—Berkley 

9:30 a.m. Mat Pilates 

10:00 a.m. Canasta 

11:00 a.m. Mahjong 

11:30 a.m. Stretch 4 Life 

12:45 p.m. Parents of HS & College–L  

1:00 p.m. Mexican Train 

1:00 p.m. Senior Volleyball 

7:00 p.m. Adult Karate 

7:00 p.m. Lenten Study—Offsite/Work’s 

7:00 p.m. Monday Night Bible–L 

7:00 p.m. SPRC  

*L = Lenten Study 

Wednesday, February 28 

6:15 a.m.  Arbon Dennis Men’s Study–L 

7:30 a.m. Word for Working Women–L 

8:00 a.m. Strength Training 

8:45 a.m. GRIP Childcare 

9:00 a.m. GRIP/GRIP Elementary  

9:00 a.m. Parent/Toddler Open Gym 

9:30 a.m. Hatha Yoga—Berkley 

9:30 a.m. Mat Pilates 

11:00 a.m. Aware! 

12:30 p.m. Bridge in the Afternoon 

12:30 p.m. Mahjong 

1:00 p.m. Senior Volleyball 

1:00 p.m. Sisters–L 

5:00 p.m. Unite Open Basketball 

5:30 p.m. Lenten Supper 

6:00 p.m. Lenten Service 

6:30 p.m. Boy Scout Troop #1032 

6:45 p.m. Cub Scout Troop #1032 

6:45 p.m. Lenten Study 

7:00 p.m. Celebration Ringers 

7:00 p.m. Immigration 101 Forum 

8:00 p.m. Chancel Choir 

8:00 p.m. Men’s Bible Study 

Thursday, March 1 

8:45 a.m. GRIP Childcare 

9:00 a.m. GRIP 

9:00 a.m. Mother’s Study 

9:00 a.m. Parent/Toddler Open Gym 

9:00 a.m. Thursday Study–L—Berkley 

9:30 a.m. Chair Yoga—Berkley 

9:30 a.m. Prelude: 24-36 Months 

10:15 a.m. Prelude: Walkers-24 Months 

11:00 a.m. Prelude: Newborns-Walkers 

11:00 a.m. Stretch 4 Life 

1:00 p.m. Caregiver Support Group 

1:00 p.m. Purl Girls 

2:30 p.m. Spark Workers Hang Out 

4:00 p.m. SPARK  

4:15 p.m. Covenant Choir 

4:15 p.m. Disciple Choir 

4:15 p.m. Sonshine Choir 

5:00 p.m. Cherub Choir 

5:00 p.m. Children’s Bells 

6:30 p.m. Jr./Sr. Karate 

7:00 p.m. Adult Karate 

7:00 p.m. Faith Formation 

7:00 p.m. HS Basketball 

7:00 p.m. Jesus at the Oscars 

7:30 p.m. Chancel Choir  

7:30 p.m. Unfinished Christian Women–L 

8:00 p.m. Pub Theology—Offsite 

Tuesday, March 6 

6:30 a.m.    Tuesday Men’s Bible Study–L 

8:00 a.m. WOW Leaders’ Meeting 

9:00 a.m. Parent/Toddler Open Gym 

9:30 a.m. Bridge 

9:30 a.m. Tuesday Women’s Study–L 

9:45 a.m. COW/Children of the Word 

10:00 a.m. WOW/Women of the Word 

11:00 a.m. Stretch 4 Life 

3:00 p.m. HS Hang Out 

4:15 p.m. MS Lenten Study 

6:00 p.m. Hatha Yoga—Berkley 

6:00 p.m. Lenten Study—Berkley 

7:00 p.m. Ballroom/Social Dance—

Berkley 

7:00 p.m. Tuesday Study—Berkley 

7:00 p.m. UMW Executive Board  

7:30 p.m. Adult Basketball 

 

Wednesday, March 7 

6:15 a.m.  Arbon Dennis–L (Lowery) 

7:30 a.m. Word for Working Women–L 

8:00 a.m. Strength Training 

8:45 a.m. GRIP Childcare 

9:00 a.m. GRIP/GRIP Elementary 

9:00 a.m. Parent/Toddler Open Gym 

9:30 a.m. Hatha Mat Yoga—Berkley 

9:30 a.m. Mat Pilates 

11:00 a.m. Singing Bowls 

12:30 p.m. Bridge in the Afternoon 

1:00 p.m. Rummage Committee  

1:00 p.m. Senior Volleyball 

1:00 p.m. Sisters–L 

2:30 p.m. Ruth Ellis Dinner Prep  

5:00 p.m. Unite Open Basketball 

5:30 p.m. Lenten Supper 

6:00 p.m. Endowment Committee 

6:00 p.m. Lenten Service 

6:30 p.m. Boy Scout Troop #1032 

6:45 p.m. Lenten Study 

6:45 p.m. Cub Scout Troop #1032 

7:00 p.m. Celebration Ringers 

7:00 p.m. Christian Classic Book Club 

8:00 p.m. Chancel Choir 

8:00 p.m. Men’s Bible Study 



The Liturgists are Rev. Shawn Lewis-Lakin at 8:15,  

Rev. Suzanne Walls at 9:30, Rev. Lindsey Hall at 11:00, 

and Rev. Suzanne Walls at Shine. 

The Altar Flowers are dedicated to the glory of God 

and placed in loving memory of Bob Falberg by Carrol 

Falberg, sons Bruce and Bob, and daughter Jan Van 

Maanen. 

Steeple Notes is published weekly by First United Methodist Church.  

Notices should be in writing and submitted to Janet Smylie in the church office by 5:00 p.m. on Monday.  

Third Sunday of  Lent                                                   March 4, 2018 

 

 

Traditional Worship 
8:15, 9:30 and 11:00 a.m. in the Sanctuary 

Exodus 16:1-21, 31 

“Giving Up...Scarcity:  

Embracing Abundance” 

Rev. Elbert Dulworth 

Hymns 

“Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah” 

“All Who Hunger” 

“The King of Love My Shepherd Is”  

Anthems 

“Dona Nobis Pacem/Peace Like a River” 

Disciple Choir 

“Kyrie” 

Genesis Choir 

“The Ground”  

Chancel Choir 

Shine Contemporary Worship 
11:00 a.m. in the Christian Life Center 

Romans 12:9-17 

Awaken:  

“Service” 

Rev. Dan Hart 

Our Purpose:  

To gather, nurture and equip disciples of Jesus Christ 

for ministry and mission in the world. 

 

Our Core Values: 

Welcome All 

Put Love Into Action 

Honor God Through Excellence 

Embrace Bold Vision 

Encourage Lifelong Spiritual Growth 

Support One Another 

 

1589 W. Maple Road  •  Birmingham, MI 48009 

248-646-1200  •   fumcbirmingham.org 
office@fumcbirmingham.org   

 Elbert Dulworth, Senior Pastor 

Shawn Lewis-Lakin, Senior Associate Pastor 

Zack Dunlap, Lindsey Hall, Dan Hart and  
Suzanne Walls, Associate Pastors 

John E. Harnish, William A. Ritter and  
Robert P. Ward, Pastors Emeriti 

 

2820 12 Mile Road  •  Berkley, MI 48072 

248-399-3698 •  berkleyfirst.org 

 Zack Dunlap, Pastor 

Weekly Worship 
10:00 a.m. in the Sanctuary 

Matthew 6:5-8 

Best Practices: 

“Prayer” 

Rev. Zack Dunlap 
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https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=exodus+16%3A1-31&version=NRSV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=romans+12%3A9-17&version=NRSV
https://www.fumcbirmingham.org
mailto:office@fumcbirmingham.org
https://www.berkleyfirst.org
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+6%3A5-8&version=NRSV

