
December 17, 2017 
December 31, 2017 



ORDER OF WORSHIP 
 

The best of life is love. 

The best expression of love is time. 

The best time to love is now. 

—Pastor Rick Warren 

Please silence your cell phone. 

 

THE GATHERING AND QUIET PREPARATION  

 Carols for Piano 

  

THE TIME OF WELCOME AND OPPORTUNITIES FOR SERVICE 

The Ritual of Friendship folder is located at the center aisle; please sign and pass. 

 

THE SOUNDING OF THE BELLS  

 

*THE CAROL NO. 220 “Angels from the Realms of Glory” 

 

*THE CALL TO WORSHIP  

Leader: Today is the final day of 2017. 

People: So many things have happened. Some of them have been wonderful; others 

very sad. 

Leader: In all of this, God has been with us, guiding, grieving, healing, comforting, 

rejoicing... 

People: Thanks be to God for God’s continual presence with us. 

Leader: We stand on the threshold of a new day and a new year. 

People: We don’t know what it will hold for us. 

Leader: We do know that in all that is to come, God will be with us. 

People: Thanks be to God! Let us worship. 

 

*THE CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE NO. 217 Verse 4 

Be near me, Lord Jesus, I ask thee to stay  

close by me forever, and love me, I pray;  

bless all the dear children in thy tender care,  

and fit us for heaven to live with thee there. 

 

THE SOLO  Tyler Bouque 

* * * 



THE CALL TO PRAYER (Leader) 

 

THE UNISON PRAYER                          

Lord of each new day, we bring to you our past, with all that has happened in our 

lives, our hopes and our dreams, our successes and our failures, our gains and our 

losses. We bring to you our present, lives filled with excitement, exhaustion, love, fear, 

caring and apathy. Help us to be expectant as we look towards the future. Open our 

hearts to receive your Word for us. Even as we pray for thy will to be done on earth as 

it is in heaven, use us and the gifts with which you have blessed us to serve you by 

serving others. Speak to us, heal us, forgive us, teach us, lead us, for we ask these 

things in Jesus’ name. 

 

THE SILENT PRAYER  

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our 

trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 

glory, forever. Amen. 

* * * 

THE OFFERING OF OUR TITHES AND GIFTS 

 

THE OFFERTORY   

 

*THE CHRISTMAS DOXOLOGY   Tune: Old 100th 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow 

in heav’n above and earth below! 

One God, three persons, we adore:  

to God be praise forevermore! 

 

*THE PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

* * * 

*THE CAROL NO. 249   “There’s a Song in the Air”  

 

THE SCRIPTURE Luke 2:22-40 Pew Bible page 935 

This is God’s living word for God’s living people. ~ Thanks be to God! 

 

THE SERMON “What a Witness!” 

 Rev. Shawn Lewis-Lakin 
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*Congregation Standing                                                                          ***Seating of Worshipers 

THE CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE NO. 606 Verse 1 

Come, let us use the grace divine, and all with one accord,  

in a perpetual covenant join ourselves to Christ the Lord;  

give up ourselves, thru Jesus’ power, his name to glorify;  

and promise, in this sacred hour, for God to live and die. 

 

THE INVITATION TO COVENANT RENEWAL 

 

WESLEY COVENANT PRAYER   Contemporary Version 

I am no longer my own, but yours.  

Put me to what you will, rank me with whom you will;  

put me to doing, put me to suffering;  

let me be employed for you, or laid aside for you,  

exalted for you, or brought low for you;  

let me be full, let me be empty,  

let me have all things, let me have nothing:  

I freely and wholeheartedly yield all things to your pleasure and disposal.  

And now, glorious and blessed God, Creator, Christ and Holy Spirit,  

you are mine and I am yours. So be it.  

And the covenant now made on earth, let it be ratified in heaven. Amen.  

 

*THE HYMN NO. 383  “This Is a Day of New Beginnings” 

 
*THE BENEDICTION AND PERIOD OF SILENCE 

Please wait quietly in your pew during the recession of the clergy. 

 

*THE POSTLUDE   


