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Gifts for the Baby 

T hank you! Thank God! What a blessing it has been to share Advent and Christmas 

as a part of this incredible congregation. With Tiny Tim, I say once more: "A 

Merry Christmas to us all; God bless us, every one!" 

One of my favorite Christmas carols is “In the Bleak Midwinter.” (Perhaps because I am a 

Michigan native, and native Michiganders know about bleak midwinters!) The final verse 

asks the question of our response to the Christmas miracle: 

 What can I give him, poor as I am?   

 if I were a shepherd, I would bring a lamb; 

 if I were a Wise Man, I would do my part; 

 yet, what I can I give him: give my heart.   

This Sunday is December 31, New Year’s Eve. What joys of 2017 do you celebrate? What pain from 2017 are you 

ready to leave behind? To what do you look forward in 2018? In our worship this Sunday, we will use elements of the 

traditional Wesley service of covenant renewal. This is a service that invites us to renew our covenant as those who 

follow the One whose birth we have celebrated.    

Each Sunday during the announcements we talk about Worship Plus Two. In our congregation we encourage people to 

participate in worship, AND to 1) find ways each week to nourish their own soul, and 2) regularly serve others. As we 

move from Christmas into a new year, to what new journey of faith formation might you commit? As we move from 

Christmas into a new year, is there a new mission area with which you might become involved? Our Winter Program 

Guide (which you can view on our website) lists over 165 options for adult, youth and children. And if you have a new 

idea for ministry and mission that we do not currently offer, then perhaps 2018 might be the year when you help to 

launch something new!   

At the Birmingham First campus, we have one traditional sanctuary service this Sunday at 9:30 a.m. The contemporary 

Shine service will meet at 11:00 a.m. as usual. On January 7, 2018, we return to our regular program year schedule with 

traditional sanctuary services at 8:15 a.m., 9:30 a.m. and 11:00 a.m., and contemporary worship at 11:00 a.m. At Berkley  

First, worship is at 10:00 a.m. every Sunday. 

In this Sunday’s sermon in the Sanctuary we will recall Simeon and Anna’s encounter with Mary, Joseph and Jesus, and 

consider what their witness suggests for faithfulness in all of life’s seasons. I look forward to worshipping with you at 

9:30 a.m. this Sunday.    

Blessings, 

Pastor Shawn Lewis-Lakin 

https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/winter-program-guide/
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Our Church Family 

Our Christian Caring and Concern are shared with the following persons, known to be in the hospital on 

Wednesday, December 27: Diane Garabedian, Fran Hayes, Marsha Wester 

Our Prayers for Good Health are shared with the following persons, released from the hospital since Wednesday, 

December 20: Karla Bole, Jan Erichsen, Harry Gilmore, Gary Murphy, Dick Michel, Martha Michel, Bridget Schipper 

Our Prayers of Sympathy and Support are shared with: 

….Gail Ritchie and family on the death of her husband, Frederick Ritchie, on December 19.  

….Karen Swisher-McKee and Jon McKee and family on the death of her father, John Swisher, on December 19. 

….the family and friends of former member Helen Gurley, who died on December 21 in North Carolina. 

….Susan and George Dilgard and family on the death of her mother, Lee Stafford, on December 22. 

“And he took them into his arms and blessed them….” We are pleased to announce the baptisms from 

December 24: 

Jeremiah Childers, Henry William Fromm, Nicolas Charles Salciccioli, Zella Catherine Wood 

….that this week’s Voice of Hope message is recorded by Greg LaBrake with the title 

“Spirit of Christmas,” and next week’s message is by Steve Packard. To listen, call 248-

646-6407 and press 2 when your call is answered by our automated system. 

….that the Birmingham First holiday building schedule is as follows: We will close 

at 4:00 p.m. on Friday, December 29. On Sunday, December 31, the building will close at 

2:00 p.m. and remain closed all day on Monday and Tuesday, January 1 and 2. The 

Christian Life Center is closed through January 2. 

….that the Missions Candle ($30) is available on January 14, 21 and 28. Please contact 

Janet Smylie (248-646-6407 ext. 3121 or office@fumcbirmingham.org) for more information or to reserve a date. 

….that it’s time for Pie Day once again! Please help us support the Methodist Children’s Home in Costa Rica and the 

children of Henderson Settlement in Kentucky. It’s easy! Pre-order pies and quiches any day beginning January 3 in the  

church office or during the coffee hours on January 7 and 14. Your orders will be ready for pick up on Sunday, January 

21. All food items are homemade by church members. For more information, visit the church website; you can also 

download an order form there. Thanks for helping these wonderful children with your purchases! 

Did You Know 

Intercessory Prayer 

The Prayer Team would like to pray for you during times of need and also to praise the Lord 

during times of celebration. In addition to your concerns, please let us know of any answered 

prayers, family members in the military returning home, births, marriages and other special events. 

Contact Lisa Marsh (lmarsh@fumcbirmingham.org or 248-646-6407 ext. 3127) or use a Prayer 

Request Card, available in the Sanctuary pews and the church office. Cards may be dropped off in 

the Prayer Request box across from the Welcome Center or in the church office. 

mailto:office@fumcbirmingham.org
https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/pie-day/
mailto:lmarsh@fumcbirmingham.org


Merry Christmas to you and yours! What a blessing it was to worship on Christmas Eve with 

so many people. Now, as we anticipate New Year’s Eve, we turn our focus to reflect on what 

2017 has been and what 2018 will bring. This Sunday we will reflect and rejoice for what has 

been and what will come soon. 

This Sunday we will have a great family service with opportunities for children and families to 

interact. We will have a space for children to do crafts, a time for singing some Christmas 

hymns together, and a continental breakfast. Come dressed for rest in your PJs or warmest 

Christmas sweater. It should be a great morning of worship, fellowship, food and joy. I hope 

to see you there. Happy New Year! 

Pastor Dan Hart 

Shine: New Year’s Joy 
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This Sunday at Berkley First we are honoring the past while continuing to look forward. We 

will celebrate the commitment of the Launch Team, who labored through 2017 to plant this 

new church campus. We will also recognize the friends and members of the old Berkley First 

UMC, who three years ago chose to close to give birth to something new. In addition, it’s a 

fifth Sunday, so everyone above nursery age will be in the Sanctuary together as we lean into 

all that God has in store. After worship, stick around for our NOON Year’s Eve party from 

11:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.! 

Pastor Zack Dunlap 

Berkley First: God Bless Us—Every One! 

 

 

Please remember the church in your year-end giving. We are always happy to work with you to achieve your giving 

goals. Here are options and timelines available to you: 

 Give at one of the remaining worship services in 2017. 

 Mail your check to the church, postmarked by December 31, 2017. 

 Contribute online at fumcbirmingham.org/giving by midnight on December 31, 2017. 

 Use your bank’s bill pay system by December 31, 2017. 

 If giving stock or funds managed by a broker, ask for a transfer to be completed by December 31, 2017. 

 Bring your gift to the church office by December 31, 2017 at 2:00 p.m. 

You may contact Holly Pisano, Director of Finance (hpisano@fumcbirmingham.org or 248-646-6407 ext. 3133) to 

arrange your giving at this busy time of year. Thank you for making a difference in countless lives in this church, our 

community and around the world. 

From the Finance Office 

https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/giving/
mailto:hpisano@fumcbirmingham.org


Page 4 First United Methodist Church 

Adult Study Opportunities 
Sunday Scholar will resume on January 7. Our topic for the new year is History of Christianity II: From the Reformation 

to the Modern Megachurch. Our 36-lecture course describes how the Christian religion has been influenced by culture, 

politics, ethnicity, geography and personality to produce a wide variety of Christian practices and beliefs. Our video 

lecturer is Molly Worthen, PhD, Assistant Professor of History, The University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill. Join 

us at 11:00 a.m. on Sundays in the Wright Parlor for this fascinating—mostly ignored—story of our Christian heritage. 

What’s Next?….Whether you are a decade away, a few years away, 

months away, or already into it, retirement evokes questions of identity 

and purposes: Who am I? What is my purpose? Thousands of men and 

women are retiring each day, and many look forward to retirement with 

equal parts excitement and anxiety. Many persons who have had high 

expectations through their careers also have high expectations of 

retirement: they want what comes next to be meaningful, significant and full 

of joy. But this requires thoughtful planning.  

At the Crossroads by Clayton Smith and Dave Wilson is a Bible-based study offering comprehensive, practical help for 

Christians who are approaching, entering or already in retirement. Readers can work through the book on their own 

or as part of a group. Rev. Shawn Lewis-Lakin will lead a six-week study of the book on Sundays from 7:00-8:30 p.m. 

beginning January 7. You can register for the class on the church website or in the church office. Books are available in 

the Circuit Rider Bookstore on Sundays and during the week in the church office.  

Monday Night Adult Bible Study….The Isaiah Study Guides are in! Please pick up your study guide in the church 

office and read Chapter One in preparation for the first class on January 8 at 7:00 p.m. in Room 230. There is plenty of 

room for new members as well! Please contact class leader Mike Barratt (atrprofitcenter@gmail.com or 248-977-

9786) to let him know your plans to become a member. 

Made for a Miracle….At some time in our lives, most of us have prayed for or hoped for a miracle. In his latest 

book, Made for a Miracle, author and pastor Mike Slaughter examines the two components of every miracle: divine 

action and human responsibility. The Tuesday Morning Men’s Group, which meets in Thomas Parlor at 6:30 a.m. for 

coffee, donuts, prayer and study, will read Slaughter’s book for six weeks beginning January 9. A DVD will summarize 

each chapter, so even if you don’t do the reading you can still participate in the discussion. Books are available in the 

Circuit Rider Bookstore on Sundays and in the church office during the week. Make 2018 the year you join a group 

that will help you make new connections and nurture your soul! 

Intercepted Notes of Thanks 

We had another successful Angel Tree year, thanks to all the support and help from you. We were able to serve 324 

children and 154 of their siblings. In addition we gave out 160 food bags. From our whole Angel Tree team, a heartfelt 

thank you. To God be the glory! —Kirsten Layer, Angel Tree chair 

The Boy Scouts and adult leaders would like to thank all who purchased evergreen wreaths, roping, porch pots and 

grave blankets from our 2017 Holiday Greens Sale. Funds raised will finance equipment and activities for Scouts in 

the coming year. We would also like to thank the church for sponsoring Troop 1032, with special thanks to the church 

staff who assist us in many ways. Happy Holidays to all! —Boy Scouts of Troop 1032 

https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/whats-next-planning-meaningful-significant-joy-filled-retirement/
mailto:atrprofitcenter@gmail.com
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Happening This Week 
Tuesday, January 2 

Building Closed 

Wednesday, January 3 

6:15 a.m.  Arbon Dennis Men’s Group 

(Pryor) 

7:30 a.m. Word for Working Women 

8:00 a.m. Strength Training 

8:45 a.m. GRIP Childcare 

9:00 a.m. GRIP/GRIP Elementary 

9:00 a.m. Parent/Toddler Open Gym 

9:30 a.m. Mat Pilates 

12:30 p.m. Bridge in the Afternoon 

12:30 p.m. Mahjong 

1:00 p.m. Senior Volleyball 

2:30 p.m. Ruth Ellis Dinner Prep 

6:30 p.m. Boy Scout Troop #1032 

7:00 p.m. UMW Executive Board 

8:00 p.m. Chancel Choir 

8:00 p.m. Wednesday Men’s Bible 

Study 

Thursday, December 28 

CLC Closed 

11:00 a.m. John Swisher Memorial Service 

Friday, December 29 

CLC Closed 

11:00 a.m. Esther Heussner Memorial 

Service 

Saturday, December 30 

CLC Closed 

Sunday, December 31 

9:30 a.m.  Traditional Worship 

10:00 a.m. Worship (Berkley) 

11:00 a.m. Contemporary Worship 

11:30 a.m. Noon Year’s Eve Party 

(Berkley) 

Monday, January 1 

Happy New Year! 

Building Closed 

Thursday, January 4 

8:45 a.m. GRIP Childcare 

9:00 a.m. GRIP 

9:00 a.m. Mother’s Study 

9:00 a.m. Parent/Toddler Open Gym 

11:00 a.m. Stretch 4 Life 

1:00 p.m. Caregiver Support Group 

1:00 p.m. Purl Girls 

6:30 p.m. Jr./Sr. Karate 

7:00 p.m. Adult Karate 

7:00 p.m. FORWARD Planning  

7:30 p.m. Chancel Choir  

Friday, January 5 

8:00 a.m. Strength Training 

9:00 a.m. Parent/Toddler Open Gym 

9:30 a.m. Mat Pilates 

11:00 a.m. Hatha Yoga (Berkley) 

 

You can sign up on our website to receive periodic e-mails from Birmingham First! Go to 

www.fumcbirmingham.org and click on E-mail Subscriptions under the Resources tab. It’s easy to sign up, and you can 

unsubscribe at any time. You can sign up to receive: 

 Church News—Steeple Notes weekly newsletter, videos and other church announcements 

 Here I Am, Lord—Information on mission opportunities 

 Children and Family Ministries—Upcoming events and volunteer opportunities 

 Make Your Mark—High School newsletter 

 Middle School Newsletter 

 Death and Funeral Notices—Notifications of member deaths and funeral arrangements  

 Birmingham First Contemporary Service—Updates on sermon series and activities at our 

contemporary service 

 Berkley First Newsletter 

By the way, have you been to our redesigned website? Follow the tabs at the top of the home page or scroll down for 

current news and to navigate through the website in a different way. Check it out! 

Stay in Touch 

https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/e-mail-subscriptions/


Steeple Notes is published weekly by First United Methodist Church.  

Notices should be in writing and submitted to Janet Smylie in the church office by 5:00 p.m. on Monday.  

                                     Sunday, December 31, 2017 

 

 

Traditional Worship 
9:30 a.m. in the Sanctuary 

Luke 2:22-40 

“What a Witness! 

Rev. Shawn Lewis-Lakin 

Liturgist 

Rev. Barbara Lewis-Lakin 

Hymns 

“Angels from the Realms of Glory”  

“There’s a Song in the Air” 

“This Is a Day of New Beginnings”  

Soloist 

Tyler Bouque 

Shine Contemporary Worship 
11:00 a.m. in the Christian Life Center 

Ecclesiastes 3:1-8 

“Reflect and Rejoice” 

Rev. Dan Hart 

Our Purpose:  

To gather, nurture and equip disciples of Christ for 

ministry and mission in the world. 

 

Our Core Values: 

Welcome All 

Put Love Into Action 

Honor God Through Excellence 

Embrace Bold Vision 

Encourage Lifelong Spiritual Growth 

Support One Another 

 

1589 W. Maple Road  •  Birmingham, MI 48009 

248-646-1200  •   fumcbirmingham.org 
office@fumcbirmingham.org   

 Elbert Dulworth, Senior Pastor 

Shawn Lewis-Lakin, Senior Associate Pastor 

Zack Dunlap, Lindsey Hall, Dan Hart and  
Suzanne Walls, Associate Pastors 

John E. Harnish, William A. Ritter and  
Robert P. Ward, Pastors Emeriti 

 

2820 12 Mile Road  •  Berkley, MI 48072 

248-399-3698 •  berkleyfirst.org 

 Zack Dunlap, Pastor 

Weekly Worship 
10:00 a.m. in the Sanctuary 

John 1:9-14 

“God Bless Us—Every One!” 

Rev. Zack Dunlap 
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https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+2%3A22-40&version=NRSV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ecclesiastes+3%3A1-8&version=NRSV
https://www.fumcbirmingham.org
mailto:office@fumcbirmingham.org
https://www.berkleyfirst.org
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+1%3A9-14&version=NRSV

