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Core Values in Action 

H 
ow exciting to celebrate four baptisms in worship at Birmingham First this 

past Sunday! What a blessing to be able to share with moms, dads, siblings 

and families what God has already been doing in the lives of these children!  

At the same time, we join with these families in our covenant to help each child to 

grow in their faith and love of Jesus Christ. There’s no better time to discuss 

embracing bold vision than when we see the newest members of our church beginning 

their faith journey. 

This week, we’ll have 30 children from kindergarten through third grade singing here 

at our Birmingham campus for Choir Camp Jr. Next week, several of our team will 

head off to Camp Lael in Lapeer for Choir Camp where 31 counselors will be in 

ministry with 79 campers. What a great time for Pastor Zack to be preaching the message at our Birmingham campus 

about how we seek to “Encourage Lifelong Spiritual Growth” as a core value. I know that you’ll be blessed to hear him 

preach and share the great ministry that is happening in Berkley. 

In Berkley this Sunday, I’ll revisit what it means for us to “Embrace Bold Vision” for their Nitty Gritty series. The more 

that I preach about our core values, the more I realize how many of our ministries encompass several of our core 

values at the same time. When we do so, we are more fully living out our purpose “To Gather, Nurture, and Equip 

Disciples of Jesus Christ for Ministry and Mission in the World.” As we live deeper into our values and more fully out 

of our purpose, lives are transformed and God is glorified. That’s a wonderfully bold vision to embrace! 

Blessings, 

Elbert Dulworth 

Senior Pastor 

Taizé worship is Thursday, July 20 in the Runkel Chapel at 6:45 p.m. Come worship in a quiet, contemplative and 

sacred way of communing with God, have a private prayer with Pastor Suzanne Walls, or experience Reiki healing 

touch.  

The final Morning Glory Outdoor Worship is offered on Wednesday, July 26 at 7:40 a.m. This beautiful service of 

music, prayer, communion and a message will be led by Pastor Shawn Lewis-Lakin and take place in the Chambliss 

Outdoor Worship Center on the east side of the church property. In case of inclement weather, the service will be 

held in the Sanctuary. 

Weekday Worship 
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Intercessory Prayer 

The Prayer Team would like to pray for you during times of need and also to praise the Lord 

during times of celebration. In addition to your concerns, please let us know of any answered 

prayers, family members in the military returning home, births, marriages and other special events. 

Contact Elise Norwood (enorwood@fumcbirmingham.org or 248-646-6407 ext. 3127) or use a 

Prayer Request Card, available in the Sanctuary pews and the church office. Cards may be dropped 

off in the Prayer Request box across from the Welcome Center or in the church office. 

Our Church Family 
Our Christian Caring and Concern are shared with the following persons, known to be in the hospital on Monday, 

July 17: Dick Cheatham, Morris Sartell 

Our Prayers for Good Health are shared with the following person, released from the hospital since Monday,  

July 10: Jan Everson 

“And he took the little children into his arms and blessed them…” Our blessings are shared with the families 

of the following children who were baptized on July 16: 

Eleanor Christine Curtis, Gisselle Lily Cusmano, Norah Christine Dawson, Paige Amelia Klein 

Intercepted Note of Thanks….A belated thank you to the congregation, clergy and staff for all the loving care, 

prayers, hugs, cards, encouragement and food during Dan’s illness and death. Thanks also to the knitting group for the 

cozy shawl that kept him warm, and to the ushers and musicians at his funeral. God bless you all. —Mary Dahl 

….that this week’s Voice of Hope message is recorded by Lisa Lyon, and next week’s 

message is by Greg LaBrake with the title “The Truth About Freedom.” To listen, call 248-

646-6407 and press 2 when your call is answered by our automated system. 

….that the Hunger Ministry Produce Table is back beginning July 30! You can donate 

or purchase produce and plants each Sunday in Fellowship Hall. All proceeds go to fight 

hunger. We also need volunteers to help run the table. Please contact Janine Friend (248-

770-8162 or jfriend9966@aol.com).  

….that you can help the hungry every time you shop at Kroger. The need is great! 

By enrolling your Kroger Card in the Community Rewards Program, a portion of your 

Kroger spending will support the Birmingham First Hunger Ministry programs that provide food assistance for those in 

need. Go to krogercommunityrewards.com and complete your enrollment today. Questions? Contact Chris Stout 

(stoutemail@gmail.com).  

….that Al and Judy Lowery, new members at Birmingham First, recently moved to the area from Porterville, California. 

Judy writes a weekly inspirational column for the Porterville Recorder, showing that God is living, active in our lives, and 

desires a personal relationship with us. You can read her weekly articles at goodnewswithjudy.blogspot.com.  

….that you can contribute to the church by credit card or from your checking or savings account through our 

website: www.fumcbirmingham.org. Just follow the link for “Giving” at the top of the home page to make one-time or 

recurring donations. 

Did You Know 

mailto:enorwood@fumcbirmingham.org
mailto:jfriend9966@aol.com
https://www.kroger.com/account/enrollCommunityRewardsNow
mailto:stoutemail@gmail.com
http://goodnewswithjudy.blogspot.com/
https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/giving/
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Children, Student and Family Ministries 

For information about our Children’s Ministry activities (Crib through 5th Grade),  

check out our website at www.fumcbirmingham.org, Facebook Birmingham First Kids,  

or contact us at sheilas@fumcbirmingham.org to receive a monthly email newsletter. 

Want to get the inside scoop on First Student Ministries?  

The Middle School Newsletter has information for middle school students.  

“Make Your Mark” is our newsletter for high school students.  

Get your free subscription today! Sign up under “E-News” on the church website. 

Middle School to Make Dinner for SOS….Middle schoolers, sign up to help cook and serve dinner to our South 

Oakland Shelter guests on Monday, August 7 from 5:30-8:30 p.m. Please RSVP to phone@fumcbirmingham.org.  

Greeters and Ushers….Your smile, your handshake, and a warm hello are needed to 

welcome our worshipers each week as a greeter inside our building, opening doors outside our 

building, and as ushers at all of our services. We can help you become the welcoming arms of 

Christ! If you would like to be a greeter or usher on Sunday mornings, contact Mary Feldmaier 

(mfeldmaier@fumcbirmingham.org or 248-646-6407 ext. 3142).  

Needed: Beds and TV….The Al Farawati family, one of two Syrian refugee families that we sponsor, is on the move! 

After living as guests of a Birmingham First family for the past year, Mohammad, Feryal and their two boys, Ahmad and 

Hashem, are moving to their own apartment in early August. Through the generosity of our congregation, many of 

their household furnishings have been donated. However, we still need twin beds for the boys and a flat screen 

television for the family. If you can donate any of these items, please contact Carol Driscoll (248-666-5021 or 

fcdriscoll@yahoo.com) to make arrangements for pick up.  

South Oakland Shelter, August 6-13….We have something for everyone! Late nighters can be a part of a night 

security team (shifts are from 10:00 p.m. to 2:00 a.m., and from 2:00 to 6:00 a.m.). Early 

risers whip up some of the finest breakfasts in town (from 5:30-7:30 a.m.). For those who 

yearn for the open road, transportation duty (to Royal Oak) is for you (morning or early 

evening shifts available). If a little early evening socializing interests you, why not be a host? 

Whatever your interest, there is a place for you. Volunteer sign-up will take place during 

the coffee hours following each Sunday service. Questions? Please contact Kathy Nauer 

(248-390-2600) or Page Gorman (248-739-6263).  

Calling All Golfers! The Cass 12th Annual Charity Golf Scramble will be held on 

Monday, September 25 at Plum Hollow Country Club’s beautiful course. Registration is 

now open at casscommunity.org. Price per golfer is $165 which includes golf, boxed 

lunch, dinner, prizes and silent auction. There is also a friendly competition between 

churches for a beautiful trophy. We would love to have our church be well represented! 

If you have any questions, please contact Karla Bole (karla.bole@yahoo.com).  

Opportunities for Outreach 

http://www.fumcbirmingham.org/ministries/children-and-families/
https://www.facebook.com/Birmingham-First-Kids-252505732130/
mailto:sheilas@fumcbirmingham.org
http://www.fumcbirmingham.org/e-mail-subscriptions
mailto:phone@fumcbirmingham.org
mailto:mfeldmaier@fumcbirmingham.org
mailto:fcdriscoll@yahoo.com
https://casscommunity.org/events/golf/
mailto:karla.bole@yahoo.com
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While Pastor Elbert is preaching on embracing bold vision at the Berkley campus this Sunday, 

I’ll be at the traditional services at the Birmingham campus, bringing a message on lifelong 

spiritual growth. What a joy to be growing together in Christ across all the worshiping 

communities of Birmingham and Berkley First! 

Rev. Zack Dunlap 

 

 

Berkley First: Pulpit Exchange! 

Scripture calls us to “Rejoice with those who rejoice, weep with those who weep” (Romans 

12:15). What a beautiful picture this paints of what it looks like to support one another 

through thick and thin! This week in Shine we will continue our series on our core values as a 

church. We will explore what it means to “Support One Another” and what it looks like to 

be a church that rejoices with those who rejoice and weeps with those who weep.  

My own call to ministry has been deeply shaped by glimpses of the Kingdom of God through 

seeing the church live out “Support One Another.” I am excited to share stories with you, 

and to dream about what it looks like to be a people who support one another. I hope you 

will join us! 

Hope Ledbetter, Duke summer intern 

Shine: “Support One Another” 

Employment Opportunity 

High School Ministry Coordinator….Birmingham First High School Ministries is seeking 

a part-time ministry coordinator. This person must have a heart for working with high 

school students to nurture them in the faith as they journey to know, love and serve God. 

We are searching for an individual who has a passion for ministry, enjoys working with a 

dynamic team, and has a desire to grow the kingdom. Applications and job descriptions are 

available in the church office. Please submit applications to Kelly Willian, Director of 

Children, Family, High School and College Ministries (kwillian@fumcbirmingham.org).  

We invite the congregation to attend one or more of our Welcome Gatherings for Shawn and 

Barbara Lewis-Lakin. Sign-up in the church office or contact Mary Feldmaier (mfeldmaier@ 

fumcbirmingham.org) if you would like to attend. Events will be held: 

Saturday, July 22 9:30-11:30 a.m. Thomas Parlor 

Tuesday, July 25 7:00-9:00 p.m. Jeff and Luanne Grabiel’s home 

Welcome Pastor Shawn and Barbara Lewis-Lakin! 

mailto:kwillian@fumcbirmingham.org
mailto:mfeldmaier@fumcbirmingham.org
mailto:mfeldmaier@fumcbirmingham.org
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Happening This Week 
Saturday, July 22 

9:30 a.m. Reception for Pastor Shawn 

and Barbara Lewis-Lakin 

Sunday,  July 23 

8:30 a.m. Traditional Worship 

10:00 a.m. Contemporary Worship 

10:00 a.m.  Traditional Worship 

10:00 a.m. Worship (Berkley) 

7:30 p.m. Cuba Trip Meeting 

Monday,  July 24 

8:00 a.m. Strength Training 

9:00 a.m. Chair Yoga (Berkley) 

9:30 a.m. Mat Pilates 

1:00 p.m. Front Porches 

1:00 p.m. Senior Volleyball 

7:00 p.m. Adult Karate 

7:00 p.m. Administrative Council 

Tuesday,  July 25 

6:30 a.m.     Tuesday Men’s Bible Study 

9:30 a.m. Bridge 

1:00 p.m. Bridge on Tuesdays 

7:00 p.m. Reception for Pastor Shawn 

and Barbara Lewis-Lakin 

(Offsite) 

7:00 p.m. Tuesday Study Group 

(Berkley) 

Wednesday, July 26 

6:15 a.m.  Arbon Dennis (Lanning) 

7:40 a.m. Morning Glory Worship 

8:00 a.m. Strength Training 

9:30 a.m. Mat Pilates 

10:00 a.m. Summer GRIP 

12:30 p.m. Cards in the Afternoon 

1:00 p.m. Senior Volleyball 

7:00 p.m. Landscape Committee 

Thursday,  July 27 

9:00 a.m.   Chair Yoga (Berkley) 

1:00 p.m. Mahjong 

1:00 p.m. Purl Girls 

1:30 p.m. Tai Chi 

6:30 p.m. Jr./Sr. Karate 

7:00 p.m. Adult Karate 

Friday,  July 28 

8:00 a.m. Strength Training 

9:30 a.m. Mat Pilates 

 

Wednesday, July 19 

6:15 a.m.  Arbon Dennis  

7:40 a.m. Morning Glory Worship 

8:00 a.m. Strength Training 

9:00 a.m. Choir Camp Jr. 

9:00 a.m. Dance Camp 

9:00 a.m. Parent/Toddler Open Gym 

9:30 a.m. Mat Pilates 

10:00 a.m. Summer GRIP 

12:30 p.m. Cards in the Afternoon 

1:00 p.m. Senior Volleyball 

2:30 p.m. Ruth Ellis Dinner Prep 

Thursday,  July 20 

9:00 a.m.   Chair Yoga (Berkley) 

9:00 a.m.  Choir Camp Jr. 

9:00 a.m.  Dance Camp 

9:00 a.m. Parent/Toddler Open Gym 

11:00 a.m. Stretch 4 Life 

1:00 p.m. Mahjong 

1:00 p.m. Purl Girls 

1:30 p.m. Tai Chi 

6:30 p.m. Jr./Sr. Karate 

6:45 p.m. Taize Worship Service 

7:00 p.m. Adult Karate 

Friday,  July 21 

8:00 a.m. Strength Training 

9:00 a.m. Parent/Toddler Open Gym 

9:30 a.m. Mat Pilates 

Cuba Tour….Would you like to cruise around Cuba and visit our newest sister 

congregation? Hear all about our plans on Sunday, July 23 at 7:30 p.m. in Fellowship Hall. 

The dates for the cruise are March 5-12, 2018. The cities on the itinerary are Havana, 

Cienfuegos and Santiago de Cuba. For those who wish to visit Manzanillo Methodist 

Church, we will travel there from Santiago de Cuba and spend Sunday worshiping with 

our brothers and sisters in Manzanillo. This is an Educational Opportunities tour led by 

Jack Harnish and Ann Littleton.  

Stratford Festival….Tickets are still available for the following day trips to the 

Stratford Festival. Price includes your ticket, morning refreshments, transportation, and 

all taxes and fees. We will travel to Stratford via the comfortable Endowment Express II. 

On Tuesday, August 8 we will see The Madwoman of Chaillot ($100). On Thursday, 

September 14, the play is Twelfth Night ($75). For more information or to sign up, 

contact Janet Smylie (248-646-6407 ext. 3121 or office@fumcbirmingham.org).  

Opportunities for Travel 

mailto:office@fumcbirmingham.org
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The Liturgists are Rev. Shawn Lewis-Lakin in the 

Sanctuary and Rev. Suzanne Walls at Shine. 

The Altar Flowers are dedicated to the glory of God 

and placed in loving memory of Edward Kreitz by his 

wife, Lynne, and family.  

Steeple Notes is published weekly by First United Methodist Church.  

Notices should be in writing and submitted to Janet Smylie in the church office by 5:00 p.m. on Monday.  

          Sunday, July 23, 2017 

 

Traditional Worship 
8:30 and 10:00 a.m. in the Sanctuary 

2 Timothy 3:10-17 

Rooted and Ready: 

“Encourage Lifelong Spiritual Growth” 

Rev. Zack Dunlap 

Hymns 

“Come, Thou Almighty King” 

“I Love to Tell the Story” 

“God of Grace and God of Glory” 

Solo 

“The Majesty and Glory of His Name” 

Jan Albright, Soprano 

 

Shine Contemporary Worship 
10:00 a.m. in the Christian Life Center 

Romans 12:9-18 

“Support One Another” 

Hope Ledbetter 

Duke Summer Intern 

Our Purpose:  

To gather, nurture and equip disciples of Christ for 

ministry and mission in the world. 

 

Our Core Values: 

Welcome All 

Put Love Into Action 

Honor God Through Excellence 

Embrace Bold Vision 

Encourage Lifelong Spiritual Growth 

Support One Another 

 

1589 W. Maple Road  •  Birmingham, MI 48009 

248-646-1200  •   fumcbirmingham.org 
office@fumcbirmingham.org   

 Elbert Dulworth, Senior Pastor 

Shawn Lewis-Lakin, Senior Associate Pastor 

Zack Dunlap, Lindsey Hall, Dan Hart and  
Suzanne Walls, Associate Pastors 

John E. Harnish, William A. Ritter and  
Robert P. Ward, Pastors Emeriti 

 

2820 12 Mile Road  •  Berkley, MI 48072 

248-399-3698 •  berkleyfirst.org 

 Zack Dunlap, Pastor 

Weekly Worship 
10:00 a.m. in the Sanctuary 

Ezekiel 37:1-14 

Nitty Gritty: 

“Embrace Bold Vision” 

Rev. Elbert Dulworth 

Let’s Get Social! 

Join our Facebook page  

(https://www.facebook.com/BirminghamFirst/ )  

Watch us on YouTube 

(www.youtube.com/FirstUMCBirmingham) 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+Timothy+3%3A10-17&version=NRSV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+12%3A9-18&version=NRSV
http://www.fumcbirmingham.org
mailto:office@fumcbirmingham.org
http://www.berkleyfirst.org
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=ezekiel+37%3A1-14&version=NRSV
https://www.facebook.com/BirminghamFirst/
http://www.youtube.com/FirstUMCBirmingham

