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Transitions 

Welcome All. Put love into action. Honor God through excellence.   

Embrace bold vision. Encourage lifelong spiritual growth. Support one another. 

T 
hree years ago, as Barbara and I found our way to Birmingham First, it was our 

experience of these core values as living attributes of the congregation that led 

us to decide that this would be the congregation with which we would affiliate. 

While the leadership team had not yet articulated and published these as core values, 

our experience of these values as living traits of the congregation made this a community 

to which we felt led by God.  

This week, I move from the pew to the pulpit as I assume the role of senior associate 

pastor for our congregation. As an ordained elder in The United Methodist Church, I’ve 

spent the past twenty years on a leave of absence, teaching and working in leadership 

roles in public education. This Friday, June 30, will be my final day as the superintendent 

of schools for Royal Oak Schools. Saturday, July 1 is my first official day as the senior associate pastor for our 

congregation. And this Sunday, I am the preacher for the 8:30 and 10:00 a.m. services in our Birmingham Sanctuary.  

The congregation, the timing, and the role into which I am now moving...I’ve sensed the movement of God’s Spirit in 

the midst of it all. As Barbara and I experienced this congregation’s welcome, care and commitment to excellence 

when we first found our way here, so we have again over the past weeks been awestruck by the welcome, support, 

and love that we’ve experienced as we’ve moved into the South Cranbrook Cross Road parsonage. Thank you. Thank 

you. Thank you. 

In our worship this Sunday, we are going to be looking at transitions. They are something with which we as a 

congregation have had some experience. They are an inevitable part of our lives. And, though challenging, they are rich 

in possibility. 

As we continue with the sermon series Rooted and Ready, we will look at three key passages of scripture from the 

gospel according to Mark. In these passages we will consider how the transitions in Jesus’ life and ministry suggest how 

we might be rooted in ways that allow us to stay grounded in times of change and challenge. And we will gather around 

God’s table, celebrating our communion with Christ and one another as Christ’s living body.    

I am looking forward to Sunday! 

Shawn Lewis-Lakin 

Senior Associate Pastor 
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Intercessory Prayer 

The Prayer Team would like to pray for you during times of need and also to praise the Lord 

during times of celebration. In addition to your concerns, please let us know of any answered 

prayers, family members in the military returning home, births, marriages and other special events. 

Contact Elise Norwood (enorwood@fumcbirmingham.org or 248-646-6407 ext. 3127) or use a 

Prayer Request Card, available in the Sanctuary pews and the church office. Cards may be dropped 

off in the Prayer Request box across from the Welcome Center or in the church office. 

Our Church Family 
Our Christian Caring and Concern are shared with the following person, known to be in the hospital on Monday, 

June 25: Jan Everson 

Our Prayers for Good Health are shared with the following person, released from the hospital since Monday,  

June 19: Martha Ehlers 

Our Prayers of Sympathy and Support are shared with the family and friends of Lois Holmes, who died on June 

26. A memorial service will be held at a future date. 

….that this week’s Voice of Hope message is recorded by Greg LaBrake with the title 

“The Forgiving Father,” and next week’s message is by Andy McMillan. To listen, call 248-

646-6407 and press 2 when your call is answered by our automated system. 

….that you can meet Rev. Shawn Lewis-Lakin and his wife, Barbara, at a Welcome 

Reception following the 10:00 services this Sunday, July 2. Come to Fellowship Hall for 

refreshments and a time of greeting and fellowship. 

….that the church is closed Saturday, July 1 plus Monday and Tuesday, July 3 

and 4, for the Fourth of July holiday. Steeple Notes will not be published next week.  

….that the summer study of the Book of Jonah led by our Duke intern, Hope Ledbetter, continues on Mondays, July 

10 and 17 from 7:00-8:00 p.m. in the Martin Room (#101). Come learn more about this prophet who famously got 

swallowed up by a big fish and lived to tell the tale.  

….that you have one more chance to attend a Welcome Gathering for Rev. Elbert and Dawn Dulworth on 

Tuesday, July 11 from 9:30-11:30 a.m. in Thomas Parlor. Please sign up in the church office or RSVP to Mary Feldmaier 

(mfeldmaier@fumcbirmingham.org). 

….that when the church office is closed and you have an emergency that requires a minister, you can call the church 

office to get the pastor-on-call phone number (248-408-0038) from our automated recording. We encourage you 

to use this number when there is a hospitalization, a death in the family, or other times when you need urgent pastoral 

care during the weekend or evening hours. 

….that July 4 is America’s Independence Day, yet we are now more interdependent on other nations than ever. 

Similarly, as children of God and members of this church, we are interdependent. What affects one can affect us all. 

The same is true in the church. Maybe this is a good time to reflect on a planned gift to the endowment, which will 

strengthen our future and deepen our spiritual interdependence on God and one another.  

Did You Know 

mailto:enorwood@fumcbirmingham.org
mailto:mfeldmaier@fumcbirmingham.org
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Children, Student and Family Ministries 

For information about our Children’s Ministry activities (Crib through 5th Grade),  

check out our website at www.fumcbirmingham.org, Facebook Birmingham First Kids,  

or contact us at sheilas@fumcbirmingham.org to receive a monthly email newsletter. 

Want to get the inside scoop on First Student Ministries?  

The Middle School Newsletter has information for middle school students.  

“Make Your Mark” is our newsletter for high school students.  

Get your free subscription today! Sign up under “E-News” on the church website. 

A weekend of fun is planned for August 11-13 at Judson Collins Center in the beautiful 

Irish Hills in Onsted, Michigan. Judson Collins Center is a United Methodist Camp with a 

beach area, hiking trails, and a working farm. Lodging options include Herrick Lodge, 

Ferguson Dorm, cabins throughout, and campsites with and without power. Best of all, 

our group from Birmingham First and Berkley First will have the whole camp to ourselves!  

Cost (based on housing) runs from $130 to $160 and includes lodging and meals for up to 

a family of four. Additional persons $25 each. Optional add-ons include a kayak trip to 

Catholic Shrine ($8), climbing wall ($12), and tractor wagon ride to farm ($3). 

Arrive on Friday before 6:00 p.m. for a bonfire and evening games. Head home on Sunday at 5:30 p.m. Day-trippers are 

welcome on Sunday. You can come to worship and lunch for free. If you’d like to stay to swim, hike or canoe, the cost 

is just $5 per person. 

A full schedule and breakdown of costs is available at the Welcome Center outside the Sanctuary. To register or with 

questions, please contact Pastor Zack (zdunlap@berkleyfirst.org). 

Camp Out 2017 

Parents, bring your toddler and join us in the Christian Life Center this summer for open gym! 

The gym is open from 9:00-11:30 a.m. except on Thursdays, when it is open from 9:00-10:00 a.m.  

Monday-Friday June 26-30  

Monday-Friday  July 10-14  

Monday-Friday  July 17-21  

Monday-Thursday  July 24-27 

Monday-Friday August 21-25 

Monday-Friday  August 28-September 1 

CLC: Parent/Toddler Open Gym 

http://www.fumcbirmingham.org/ministries/children-and-families/
https://www.facebook.com/Birmingham-First-Kids-252505732130/
mailto:sheilas@fumcbirmingham.org
http://www.fumcbirmingham.org/e-mail-subscriptions
mailto:zdunlap@berkleyfirst.org


We invite you to join our great group of theater fans! Tickets are still available for the 

following day trips to the Stratford Festival in 2017. Price includes your ticket, morning 

refreshments, transportation, and all taxes and fees. We will travel to Stratford via the 

comfortable Endowment Express II. 

Tuesday, August 8: The Madwoman of Chaillot  $100 

Thursday, September 14: Twelfth Night $75 

We gather at the church at 8:00 a.m. for coffee and bagels, with departure at 8:30. We arrive in Stratford around noon, 

allowing time for shopping and/or lunch on your own before the 2:00 performance. We return immediately following 

the play with a dinner stop in Port Huron, arriving back at the church between 9:00 and 9:30 p.m. Passport required. 

For more information or to sign up, contact Janet Smylie (248-646-6407 ext. 3121 or office@fumcbirmingham.org). 

Payment confirms your reservation.  

Stratford 2017 
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Birmingham First has a very dynamic Mission Ministry. Our church partners with 20+ 

ministries, non-profits and sister congregations every year, reaching out internationally, 

nationally and locally. The inspiring stories, real connections and partnerships continue to 

push us forward to explore new possibilities each year. While our mission ministries are 

heavily supported by the church, we rely on staff assistance to help administer our mission 

leadership team consisting of the leaders that represent our many diverse mission teams. 

We are currently looking to hire a Missions Administrator to work 10-15 per week (well compensated) with flexible 

hours. This person will be essential to helping our church tell our stories, connect our ministries, and give new 

experiences to those looking to make a difference. If you are interested or know someone who is, applications and job 

descriptions are available at fumcbirmingham.org and in the church office. Please direct any questions or return 

applications to Pastor Dan Hart (dhart@fumcbirmingham.org).  

Job Opening: Missions Administrator 

Morning Glory Outdoor Worship will be offered each Wednesday morning in July. This beautiful service of music, 

prayer, communion and a message will take place at 7:40 a.m. in the Chambliss Outdoor Worship Center on the east 

side of the church property. In case of inclement weather, the service will be held in the Sanctuary. 

July 5 Pastor Elbert Dulworth 

July 12 Pastor Dan Hart 

July 19 Hope Ledbetter, Duke Intern 

July 26 Pastor Shawn Lewis-Lakin 

Morning Glory Outdoor Worship 

mailto:office@fumcbirmingham.org
https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/employment-opportunities/
mailto:dhart@fumcbirmingham.org


In Shine we are starting a series on our core values in conjunction with our other worship 

services (traditional and Berkley) as we all explore the values central to our church. This 

week we will explore the idea that this church Welcomes All. This may seem like a common 

theme for Shine, which is an excellent reason to name it as one of the things central to Shine 

and our overall church. It will be a special service as we gather in the round to worship 

together with some special music, communion and a special prayer element.  

This is also our new senior associate pastor’s first Sunday with us! I encourage you to greet 

Rev. Shawn Lewis-Lakin and his wife, Rev. Dr. Barbara Lewis-Lakin, either in the traditional 

service or at the reception in Fellowship Hall after Shine. Hope to see you there! 

Pastor Dan Hart 

Shine: “Welcome All” 

For the next six weeks we’ll be getting down to the nitty gritty and exploring what we really 

value. This Sunday we’re tackling what it means to truly welcome all. Can people of different 

minds still love alike? Is what we have in common greater than that which divides us? Are we 

only open to expanding the church if it means reaching people just like us? Join us Sunday at 

10:00 a.m. 

Rev. Zack Dunlap 

 

It’s Happening at Berkley! 

Pub Theology returns Thursday, July 6 at 8:00 p.m. at Patrick J’s Irish Pub (3052 12 Mile Rd., Berkley). Each month is 

a stand-alone discussion, so come on out and enter into deep conversation over delicious food and drinks. 

Berkley First Mission Day at Brightmoor Initiative is Saturday, July 8. We will meet at the front door at Berkley 

First at 8:00 a.m. and caravan to Brightmoor, where we will make/serve lunch for the Free Store shoppers and help 

with a variety of things such as helping in the orchard, cleaning up lots in the neighborhood, painting plywood to use in 

the future for boarding up houses, and building shelves in the barn. Wear old clothes. Please contact Patty Reynolds 

(patty1229@yahoo.com or 248-376-2475) with questions and to sign up ahead of time so we know to plan for your 

help. Optional: bring small dish soap and laundry detergent bottles to donate. 

Prosecco, the young adult group, meets the second and fourth Thursday of every month at 6:30 p.m. in the Berkley 

First Sanctuary before heading downtown for dinner and continued discussion. All young adults are invited to join us at 

the next meeting on July 13! 

Berkley Library’s Summer of Folk Concert Series continues on Thursday, July 17 at 7:00 p.m. with “Behind the 

Times” performing in the Sanctuary at Berkley First. This acoustic trio plays eclectic roots music which blends 

influences from bluegrass, country, jazz and popular favorites. Free! 

 

Berkley First: Nitty Gritty 
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Hunger Sunday is July 9, the second Sunday of the month, and all loose change in 

the offering goes to feed the hungry. Please remember to bring your loose change to 

add to the offering. For checks and bills, use an offering envelope and mark the 

Hunger line. The money donated will be credited to our Hunger Ministry, which 

benefits local food providers for feeding the hungry.  

The 6th Annual Birmingham in the Garden Tour is coming up fast on 

Saturday, July 15. The self-paced tour is open from 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. Tickets 

($10 in advance; $15 day of the tour) are available in the church office during the 

week, at the coffee hours on July 9, and on the church website. Come out to see 

beautiful gardens and help fund church youth mission trip participation. 

South Oakland Shelter….Be a part of this rewarding experience! There are 

many ways that you can participate in SOS as we host thirty homeless individuals from 

Sunday, August 6 through Sunday, August 13. We provide evening shelter, dinner and 

breakfast, sack lunches, and transportation to and from the shelter check-in located in 

Royal Oak. We offer our workers friendship, appreciation and much more! Volunteer 

sign-up will take place during the coffee hours following each Sunday service. Questions? 

Please contact Kathy Nauer (248-390-2600) or Page Gorman (248-739-6263).  

Donate Your Older Car to Help a Refugee….One of the Syrian refugee families we are supporting needs a car. If 

you have an older car in serviceable condition that you no longer need, please consider donating it to the church to 

pass on to a refugee family. Contact Rich Teets (richard.teets@gmail.com) for more information.  

Appliances Needed….Please remember the Brightmoor community this summer if your living situation or 

surroundings change. There is a great need for working refrigerators, stoves, washing machines and dryers. Right now 

a family of 12 has no refrigerator. Appliances break down and there are no resources to replace them. Clean 

mattresses are also always needed. If you can help, please call Sharon Scripter (248-439-6345) to arrange a pick up. A 

donation form will be provided.  

Calling All Golfers! The Cass 12th Annual Charity Golf Scramble will be held on 

September 25 at Plum Hollow Country Club’s beautiful course. Sign-up is open at 

casscommunity.org. Price per golfer is $165 which includes golf, boxed lunch, dinner, 

prizes and silent auction. There is also a friendly competition between churches for a 

beautiful trophy. We would love to have our church be well represented! If you  have 

any questions, please contact Karla Bole (karla.bole@yahoo.com).  

Kroger Community Rewards Program….Help the hungry every time you shop at 

Kroger. The need is great! It’s that time of year again—time to enroll your Kroger Card for the Community Rewards 

Program. A portion of your Kroger spending will then support the Birmingham First Hunger Ministry programs that 

provide food assistance for those in need. Go to krogercommunityrewards.com and complete your enrollment today. 

Questions? Contact Chris Stout (stoutemail@gmail.com).  

Opportunities for Outreach 

http://www.fumcbirmingham.org/birmingham-in-the-garden/
mailto:richard.teets@gmail.com
https://casscommunity.org/events/golf/
mailto:karla.bole@yahoo.com
https://www.kroger.com/account/enrollCommunityRewardsNow
mailto:https://casscommunity.org/events/golf/


Page 7 First United Methodist Church 

Happening This Week 
Wednesday, July 5 

6:15 a.m.  Arbon Dennis (Stoner) 

7:40 a.m. Morning Glory Worship 

8:00 a.m. Strength Training 

9:30 a.m. Mat Pilates 

12:30 p.m. Cards in the Afternoon 

2:30 p.m. Ruth Ellis Dinner Prep 

Thursday,  July 6 

9:00 a.m.   Chair Yoga (Berkley) 

9:00 a.m. Thursday Morning Study 

(Berkley) 

1:00 p.m. Mahjong 

1:00 p.m. Purl Girls 

1:30 p.m. Tai Chi 

6:30 p.m. Jr./Sr. Karate 

7:00 p.m. Adult Karate 

Friday,  July 7 

8:00 a.m. Strength Training 

9:30 a.m. Mat Pilates 

Saturday, July 8 

8:30 a.m. Redford Brightmoor 

Initiative (Berkley, Offsite) 

Sunday,  July 9 

8:30 a.m. Traditional Worship 

10:00 a.m. Contemporary Worship 

10:00 a.m.  Traditional Worship 

10:00 a.m. Worship (Berkley) 

11:00 a.m. Church Tour 

Monday,  July 10 

8:00 a.m. Strength Training 

9:00 a.m. Chair Yoga (Berkley) 

9:00 a.m. Parent/Toddler Open Gym 

9:30 a.m. Mat Pilates 

11:30 a.m. Stretch 4 Life 

1:00 p.m. Senior Volleyball 

6:30 p.m. Stewardship Committee 

7:00 p.m. Adult Karate 

7:00 p.m. Book of Jonah 

7:00 p.m. SPRC  

Tuesday,  July 11 

6:30 a.m.     Tuesday Men’s Bible Study 

9:00 a.m. Parent/Toddler Open Gym 

9:30 a.m. Bridge 

9:30 a.m. Welcome Reception for  

 Pastor Elbert & Dawn 

Dulworth 

11:00 a.m. Stretch 4 Life 

1:00 p.m. Bridge on Tuesdays 

7:00 p.m. Tuesday Study Group 

(Berkley) 

Wednesday, July 12 

6:15 a.m.  Arbon Dennis (Reiterman) 

7:40 a.m. Morning Glory Worship 

8:00 a.m. Strength Training 

9:00 a.m. Parent/Toddler Open Gym 

9:30 a.m. Mat Pilates 

10:00 a.m. Summer GRIP 

12:30 p.m. Cards in the Afternoon 

1:00 p.m. Senior Volleyball 

Thursday,  July 13 

9:00 a.m.   Chair Yoga (Berkley) 

9:00 a.m. Parent/Toddler Open Gym 

9:00 a.m. Thursday Morning Study 

(Berkley) 

11:00 a.m. Stretch 4 Life 

1:00 p.m. Mahjong 

1:00 p.m. Purl Girls 

1:30 p.m. Tai Chi 

6:30 p.m. Jr./Sr. Karate 

7:00 p.m. Adult Karate 

7:00 p.m. Faith Formation Ministry 

7:00 p.m. Investment Committee 

Friday,  July 14 

8:00 a.m. Strength Training 

9:00 a.m. Parent/Toddler Open Gym 

9:30 a.m. Mat Pilates 

Wednesday, June 28 

6:15 a.m.  Arbon Dennis  

8:00 a.m. Strength Training 

9:00 a.m. Parent/Toddler Open Gym 

9:30 a.m. Mat Pilates 

12:30 p.m. Cards in the Afternoon 

1:00 p.m. Senior Volleyball 

7:00 p.m.  Landscape Committee 

8:00 p.m.    Men’s Bible Study  

Thursday,  June 29 

9:00 a.m.   Chair Yoga (Berkley) 

9:00 a.m. Parent/Toddler Open Gym 

9:00 a.m.  Thursday Morning Study 

(Berkley) 

11:00 a.m. Stretch 4 Life 

1:00 p.m. Mahjong 

1:00 p.m. Purl Girls 

1:30 p.m. Tai Chi 

6:30 p.m. Jr./Sr. Karate 

7:00 p.m. Adult Karate 

7:00 p.m. Reception for Pastor Elbert & 

Dawn Dulworth (Keller’s) 

Friday,  June 30 

8:00 a.m. Strength Training 

9:00 a.m. Parent/Toddler Open Gym 

9:30 a.m. Mat Pilates 

Saturday, July 1 

Building Closed 

Sunday,  July 2 

8:30 a.m. Traditional Worship 

10:00 a.m. Contemporary Worship 

10:00 a.m.  Traditional Worship 

10:00 a.m. Worship (Berkley) 

11:00 a.m. Welcome Reception for 

Pastor Shawn & Dr. Barbara 

Lewis-Lakin 

Monday,  July 3 

Building Closed 

Tuesday,  July 4 

Building Closed 

Independence Day! 
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The Liturgists are Rev. Elbert Dulworth and Hope 

Ledbetter. 

The Altar Flowers are dedicated to the glory of God 

and placed by Lon Bone in loving memory of his mother, 

Marjorie L. Bone. 

The Welcome Center Flowers are placed in 

celebration of the arrival of our new senior associate 

pastor, Rev. Shawn Lewis-Lakin, and his wife, Barbara. 

The Missions Candle is lit by Mary Pickett in loving 

memory of her father, Bruce Pickett. 

Sunday, July 2, 2017           Sunday, July 9, 2017 

 

Traditional Worship 
8:30 and 10:00 a.m. in the Sanctuary 

Mark 1:9-11, 9:2-8, 15:33-39 

Rooted and Ready: 

“Who Whose Are You?” 

Rev. Shawn Lewis-Lakin 

Music 

Tyler Bouque, soloist 

 

Shine Contemporary Worship 
10:00 a.m. in the Christian Life Center 

Galatians 3:28 

“Welcome All” 

Rev. Dan Hart 

Weekly Worship 
10:00 a.m. in the Sanctuary 

Galatians 3:26-28 

Nitty Gritty: 

“Welcome All” 

Rev. Zack Dunlap 

 

Traditional Worship 
8:30 and 10:00 a.m. in the Sanctuary 

Mark 14:3-9 

Rooted and Ready: 

“Honor God Through Excellence” 

Rev. Elbert Dulworth 

Music 

Sharon and Giselle Ulep 

 

Shine Contemporary Worship 
10:00 a.m. in the Christian Life Center 

Matthew 25:34-40 

“Put Love Into Action” 

Rev. Dan Hart 

Weekly Worship 
10:00 a.m. in the Sanctuary 

Matthew 25:34-40 

Nitty Gritty: 

“Put Love Into Action” 

Rev. Zack Dunlap 

The Liturgists are Rev. Shawn Lewis-Lakin and Rev. 

Suzanne Walls. 

The Altar Flowers are dedicated to the glory of God 

and placed in thanksgiving for the life and ministry of 

Tony Gillett by the Three Siskateers: Susan, Kathryn and 

Elizabeth Gillett. 

The Welcome Center Flowers are placed in loving 

memory of Ian Porter by his family. 

The Missions Candle is lit in honor of Abby Uhrig’s 

second birthday by Grandpa and Grammy Wilson. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+1%3A9-11&version=NRSV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+1%3A9-11&version=NRSV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+15%3A33-39&version=NRSV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Galatians+3%3A28&version=NRSV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Galatians+3%3A26-28&version=NRSV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+14%3A3-9&version=NRSV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+25%3A34-40&version=NRSV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+25%3A34-40&version=NRSV

