
August 10, 2014 

  
   

 

After this Paul left Athens and went to Corinth. There he found a Jew named 

Aquila, a native of Pontus, who had recently come from Italy with his wife 

Priscilla, because Claudius had ordered all Jews to leave Rome. Paul went to see 

them, and, because he was of the same trade, he stayed with them, and they 

worked together—by trade they were tentmakers. Every sabbath he would argue 

in the synagogue and would try to convince Jews and Greeks. 

 

After staying there for a considerable time, Paul said farewell to the believers and 

sailed for Syria, accompanied by Priscilla and Aquila. When they reached 

Ephesus, he left them there, but first he himself went into the synagogue and had a 

discussion with the Jews. When they asked him to stay longer, he declined; but on 

taking leave of them, he said, “I will return to you, if God wills.” Then he set sail 

from Ephesus. 

 

Now there came to Ephesus a Jew named Apollos, a native of Alexandria. He was 

an eloquent man, well-versed in the scriptures. He had been instructed in the Way 

of the Lord; and he spoke with burning enthusiasm and taught accurately the 

things concerning Jesus, though he knew only the baptism of John. He began to 

speak boldly in the synagogue; but when Priscilla and Aquila heard him, they 

took him aside and explained the Way of God to him more accurately. And when 

he wished to cross over to Achaia, the believers encouraged him and wrote to the 

disciples to welcome him. On his arrival he greatly helped those who through 

grace had become believers, for he powerfully refuted the Jews in public, showing 

by the scriptures that the Messiah is Jesus. (Acts 18:1-4, 18a, 19-21, 24-27) 

 

 

Greet Prisca and Aquila, who work with me in Christ Jesus, and who risked their 

necks for my life, to whom not only I give thanks, but also all the churches of the 

Gentiles. Greet also the church in their house. (Romans 16:3-5a) 

 

 

* * * * *
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Aquila:  My name is Aquila and chances are you know very little about me. My wife Priscilla 

and I had quite an impact upon your faith, but unless you study your scriptures you’d 

just think we were footnotes to history. It seemed an accident that Priscilla and I met 

Paul. The two of us already had a long history of following the Way of Christ when 

our paths crossed. Because we were followers of the Way, we had been expelled from 

Rome and had resettled ourselves in the wealthy commercial city of Corinth, the 

Roman capitol of Achaia. 

 

Priscilla:  But our original home was Rome. That’s where we first heard news of the Messiah 

and became part of the Christ’s fellowship. Yes, I am Priscilla and I was there! In the 

year 49, by your calendar, the Emperor Claudius decided to expel the Jews from 

Rome. He wasn’t just dismissing the Jews, however. All of the borders of the Roman 

empire at this date were in turmoil. Claudius hated anything that was not Roman and 

was paranoid about the dangers that foreigners represented. So Claudius reacted by 

forcing all foreigners to leave. There were actually far too many Jews in Rome, 

including Jewish Christians, for Claudius to ban them all. But he did make an 

example of a few, including us.  

 

Aquila:   Why did Claudius make examples of us? We were considered troublemakers. Yes, we 

were Jews, but we were also strong advocates of the Way of Jesus, and that caused 

conflict within the synagogue. If there is one thing the Romans never tolerated, it was 

civil unrest. So we were refugees in Corinth. Eventually, we became part of a small 

group meeting in a person’s home. That was not uncommon. Many of us in those 

days felt unwelcome in the synagogue, so we started our own households of faith.   

 

Priscilla:   We were leather-workers by trade, makers of all kinds of needful things, especially 

tents. By the standards of our day, we were comfortable although not wealthy by any 

means. Most people were either very rich or dirt poor. You might consider us as 

lower-middle class, but we were the sort of social class who were responsible for the 

French revolution and who bred the American revolutionaries in the eighteenth 

century.  

  

 We were smart enough to be dissatisfied with the way things were, and we had the 

initiative to take action. As troublemakers we had been expelled from Rome, and it 

was as troublemakers in Corinth that we met up with a fellow tentmaker named Paul.  

Soon we became close friends.   

 

Aquila:   You could say that Paul had the good fortune to meet up with us. We were there 

before him and well established. Now, although we lived two thousand years before 

you, don’t consider us primitive! Some of the distinctive social organizations of our 

day were business clubs or associations of tradespeople. We worked together for what 

was in our interest. You might also be interested in knowing that the word we used 

for club or association was the same Greek word for “church.” It was natural for Paul 

to connect with us, and for a while he actually lived with us. 
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Priscilla:   The business clubs were especially advantageous to a woman such as me. I could 

trade in my own right with the support of like-minded trading communities. I was a 

take-charge type of person, an initiator, and I loved the freedom and respect that came 

with my position. My husband’s name, Aquila, meant “the Eagle.” He was a man of 

vision and insight, but he left many of the practical decisions to me.  

 

 As an independent woman, I had great appreciation for Paul’s vision of Christ. You 

see, Paul was not like the rabbis with which we grew up! Oh, he had a sharp intellect 

and a sharp tongue to match, but his attitudes toward women were totally different 

from what you’d ever hear in the synagogue.  

 

 Paul was not prejudiced against women, no matter how some of you may have 

misconstrued his writings. He actually allowed me to break the mold and preside over 

the household of faith in our city. He told me that he had no problem with Lydia 

doing the same in another city. You probably don’t think that’s so unusual, although 

there are some Christian universities in your country today where classes taught by 

female Bible professors are only open to women. Two thousand years after I lived, 

women in your day still struggle for equality, so don’t call us backward.  

 

Aquila:   By the way, Priscilla is the diminutive form of Prisca, which is her real name. I 

always call her Prisca because I in no way want to diminish the power of her 

Christian witness as well as her tent-making ability. She is much more skilled than I 

am. And Paul knew it, too. Something happened to Paul that really broke his 

righteous, Pharisaical mold. That something was Jesus Christ. When we gathered, 

Paul taught us, “If anyone is in Christ, he or she is a new creation: everything old has 

passed away.”   

 

 Paul had a new vision of humanity. He told us that there is “no longer Jew or Greek, 

there is no longer slave or free, there is no longer male and female; for all of you are 

one in Christ Jesus.” Christ is our common bond, and in Christ we are one.  

Everything that might separate us melts away when we are in Christ.   

 

Prisca:   Thank you, Aquila. I do prefer to be called Prisca. In the matter of the role of women, 

I think Paul was much like Jesus. Jesus outraged Jewish opinion by speaking to 

women and offering forgiveness to a prostitute. He prevented another woman from 

being stoned to death as the law required. I believe I was just one example of many 

women in the first century whom Paul encouraged to be in leadership in the early 

church. You should know that the women’s liberation movement of the nineteenth 

century has its roots in how Jesus treated women. “Talitha cumi,” “Young Woman, 

Arise!” was even the motto of Victorian Christian feminists a hundred and fifty years 

ago. 

 

Aquila:  When Paul arrived in Corinth, his friendship with us allowed him to be quickly 

established and recognized. When the Jews opposed Paul because he testified that 

Jesus was the Messiah, he left the synagogue and met in the private house of Titius 

Justus, a worshiper of God. Our little church quickly grew, being partly Jewish, partly 
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Gentile, including the rich, common laborers, the poor and even slaves. Paul had no 

problem with those in our fellowship who were well-off. After all, only well-to-do 

people had houses big enough for all of us to meet in!   

 

Prisca:   Meeting in the homes of wealthy people did have occasional problems, however.  

Those who didn’t need to work could meet early around the three-sided tables we 

used in our day, while those who labored would come dragging in at the end of a long 

day. Sometimes they would find that Titius Justus and others had already consumed 

all of the wine and eaten most of the food.  

 

Aquila:  I can tell you that didn’t sit well with Paul. Long after the three of us had left Corinth, 

he wrote to them to correct such outrageous behavior. But that was all part of our 

growing up in Christ. Just like you, we didn’t completely understand what it meant to 

be “one in Christ.”  Paul described it as “seeing through a mirror darkly.” That is, we 

were still thinking through how we should live, how we should treat one another, how 

we should live together. If you have all of that figured out in your day, please let us 

know.   

 

 Anyway, it was the behavior, not the wealth, to which Paul objected. For those of us 

who were better off, well, Paul continually asked for offerings for the church in 

Jerusalem. You see, the Jerusalem church was poor. They had so little and they were 

sharing together everything they had.  Paul wanted us to share with them. After all, he 

said, we are connected. We might want to see ourselves as separate churches and 

keep what we have to ourselves, but Paul wouldn’t let us. He insisted that all 

churches are connected in Christ, and we must build up and support one another. 

 

Prisca:  After two years of good labor, Paul decided it was time to move on, and Aquila and I 

decided we would go with him. The Jews brought charges against us in Corinth, and 

we were brought before the Roman magistrate Gallio. They said we were 

troublemakers. Gallio laughed at them and told the Jews to take care of their own 

problems. Paul saw this as a sign to take the message of Christ to new corners of the 

world, and so we three made our way to Ephesus. 

 

Aquila:   Ephesus was an amazing city to us. Huge! It was the marketplace of Asia Minor.  

When we lived, trade naturally followed the river valleys. Ephesus stood at the mouth 

of the Cayster and guarded the richest land in all of Asia Minor. In your book of 

Revelation, Ephesus is called the treasure house of Asia.  

   

Prisca:   And Ephesus was the also home of outlaws. The great Temple dedicated to Diana 

possessed the right of asylum. That means that any criminal who reached the area 

around the temple was safe. Therefore, Ephesus had become the home of the 

criminals of our ancient world.  

 

Aquila:   Ephesus was also a center of pagan superstition. The city was famous for charms and 

spells called “Ephesian Letters.” These spells were guaranteed to bring safety on a 

journey, bring children to the childless, and bring success in love or business. People 
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came from all over the world to buy these magic parchments. How ironic that our 

Paul would write his own great Ephesian letter. That’s the real reason why Ephesus is 

remembered in your day.  

 

Prisca:   It was in this city of Ephesus that we met Apollos. Now, I would never say this to 

Aquila…but Apollos was a gorgeous man! While neither Aquila nor Paul were much 

to look at, Apollos was powerful and tall. Where Aquila and Paul were going bald, 

Apollos had a lovely head of golden hair. While Aquila and Paul were not necessarily 

powerful speakers, people gathered around Apollos just to hear his voice. 

 

Aquila:   More to the point, Prisca, Apollos was a Jew, a native of Alexandria, a great city in 

Egypt in which there were over one million Jews. Alexandria was a city where 

scholars believed in the allegorical interpretation of the Old Testament. They believed 

that the Old Testament recorded history and that every recorded event had an inner 

meaning. Because he was steeped in this understanding, Apollos was exceedingly 

successful in proving to the Jews that the Old Testament looked forward all the time 

to the coming of Jesus Christ.   

 

Prisca:   Yet, for all of his appealing virtues, Apollos was deficient in his understanding. When 

we heard him, it became clear that he had only received the “baptism of John.” That 

is, Apollos preached the need for repentance and for recognizing Jesus as the 

Messiah, but he didn’t know that Jesus was the Savior of all people. Nor was he 

aware of the coming of the Holy Spirit in power. So we instructed Apollos more 

fully, based upon what we had learned from Paul. We taught with great gentleness of 

spirit, and Apollos came to know Jesus not just as a man of history, but as a living 

presence.   

 

Aquila:   Prisca, you were such a skillful teacher, especially with Apollos. And to think, two 

thousand years later, there are still some Christian groups that won’t allow women to 

teach men. Such poppycock. As did Paul, you always preached that Jesus Christ is 

good news for all. For men and women. And we discover that the Holy Spirit enables 

us to do what God wants us to do – things we never could have done on our own.   

 

Prisca:   So Apollos was making “incomplete Christians.” His preaching for repentance led 

people into a “works-righteousness” in which they simply worked harder to be good 

people. Through us, Apollos learned the power and joy of the Spirit of God! After 

that, he was like a new man, and the power of his preaching increased a hundredfold.  

God be praised, we were used as tools to show Apollos that the Holy Spirit moves us 

to be complete, loving Christians.  

 

Aquila:   While we were in Ephesus, Priscilla and I really came to know the type of man Paul 

had become. He worked tirelessly. He believed in the power of God’s grace – but he 

still worked full bore, knowing that God needed him. Let us tell you what we mean.  

 

Prisca:   Paul always went to the synagogue first. Although Paul was a passionate follower of 

Christ, he still considered himself to be a Jew. Unlike some of your poor translations 
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of his letters, Paul never even used the word “Christian.” He followed Christ’s 

“Way.”  Paul had no intention of forming a separate religion. In truth, he expected the 

world to end soon.   

 

 Paul saw Christ as the “key” to unlocking the meaning of Judaism. He perceived that 

the promises of God had been fulfilled in the arrival of Jesus, the Lord’s anointed.  

That’s why Paul was found time and again arguing in the synagogues that Jesus is the 

messiah.   

 

Aquila:   Paul believed that all humans, regardless of their race or their religious allegiances, 

are children of God. The Messiah, he preached, brought about a revolution that 

enables the entire human race to praise its maker, Jew or Greek, slave or free, male or 

female. Paul always believed he needed to start his proclamation with the Jews, who 

should know all of these things. 

 

Prisca:   But when troublemakers came and spoke ill of the Way, Paul would withdraw with 

his followers and take his message to the Gentiles. So it was in Ephesus. After three 

months in the synagogue, he met bitter opposition, so he began daily debates in the 

hall of a philosopher named Tyrannus. Paul taught there every day from 11 a.m. to 4 

p.m. Strange hours, but, you see, before 11 a.m. and after 4 p.m. Tyrannus would use 

the hall for himself. You do not understand this in a place like Michigan, but in the 

Ionian cities, all work stopped at 11 a.m. and did not begin again until the late 

afternoon because of the heat. Such heat as you cannot imagine. It was like a bake-

oven. 

 

Aquila:   People used this time to eat and sleep. More people would be asleep in Ephesus at 1 

p.m. than at 1 a.m. Paul worked all morning and all evening at the leather working 

trade, and then he would teach and converse with people during the heat of the day.  

That was the only time we had – and we seized that time.  

  

Prisca:   God did amazing things through Paul in these days. Paul would go to the hall of 

Tyrannus in his ordinary work clothes. As a leather-worker, he would wear a sweat-

band around his head to absorb the sweat as he worked. And he wore a leather apron 

as a girdle around him. People would take these sweat-bands and aprons away to the 

sick, and they would be healed of their illnesses.   

  

Aquila:   But note that we do not say that Paul did these things. God did these extraordinary 

things through Paul’s hands. God, someone said, is everywhere looking for hands to 

use. We may not be able to work miracles, but without a doubt we can give ourselves 

to God so that God may work through us. Trust in God to do the work. You need only 

to be willing to serve.  

 

Prisca:   How strange it was that Paul eventually met his end where Aquila and I began – in 

Rome. He finally made his way there to meet with the church where we had come to 

believe. And it was there, we believe, that he was crucified.   
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Aquila:  What does all of this have to do with you? Prisca and I lived two thousand years ago!  

You may see us as footnotes to the life of Paul and the early church. But know this: as 

we stand before you, we embody your scriptures and the wisdom of God. We played 

only small roles in shaping the early church, and we were simply pleased to be of 

service to God. But even though we are two thousand years past, you still have much 

to learn from us.  

 

Prisca:  You need to remember how Paul preached the grace of Christ, not the need to do 

better works. Yes, he worked harder than any of us, because Christ was sufficient for 

him in every situation.  But he was set free for his work by God’s amazing grace that 

is free for us and free in us – and this grace is free for all – not just for a few. It is 

offered to you. 

 

Aquila:  And we are here to remind you how Paul declared that Jesus Christ makes all of us 

new. He said that we are all New Creations in Christ! He saw that the old order was 

passing away, so – hear this – in Jesus Christ there are no longer male nor female!  

No longer Jew or Gentile! No longer slave or free! Even today you do not fully 

comprehend what this means. All divisions humans create are superficial. We are all 

one in Jesus Christ. 

 

Prisca:   So what about you? Has your life been changed by the grace of Christ? And are you 

willing to offer your life in Christ’s service? 

 

Aquila:  If God can work through tentmakers and leather-workers like Paul and Prisca and me, 

then God can surely work through you. 

 

Prisca:  And no matter your age, gender, education, or gifts, do you know that God wants to 

use you to witness to Christ’s unconditional love? 

 

Aquila:  Your life today in Birmingham is really no different than it was in Corinth and 

Ephesus two thousand years ago. People are lost, seeking meaning and hope in the 

wrong places.   

 

Prisca:  We are here to remind you that even today God’s grace alone can fill your heart and 

give you purpose and joy in whatever life brings. 

 

Aquila:  And as we did in our day, we encourage you to break the mold into which your 

society has poured you. Claim the power of the Holy Spirit in your life. After all, if 

there is anything Paul taught us, it’s that grace saves each one of us, grace alone. And 

that grace will set you free. 

 

Prisca:   Thanks be to God for the grace of Jesus Christ, which makes us One in spirit and 

truth.   
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Aquila:   May we pray? Lord God, we praise you this day all for the wonders we experience on 

this earth. We thank you that you can work through tent-makers and leather-workers, 

not just through the educated and the wise.   

 

Prisca:   We thank you that you have erased all of those things that we would let separate us, 

and that no longer are we male or female, Jew or Gentile, young or old, rich or poor, 

white or black or brown. For we have been made new.   

 

Aquila:  We have been made One together in spirit and in truth. Thank you, Lord, for breaking 

the mold through the surpassing gift of your love through Christ Jesus our Lord. 

Amen.  

 


