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Prayer Song 

Take my life and let it be consecrated, Lord, to Thee. Take my moments and my days,  
let them flow in ceaseless praise; let them flow in ceaseless praise. 
 

There’s a story about an old, wise, spiritual man of India who found a great, precious stone. He 
carried it in his knapsack. One day he was walking around when a young man rushed up to the 
old man and said, “Father, last night I had a dream. In this dream, the Almighty One told me that 
you have in your possession a very beautiful stone: precious, priceless!” The old man wasn’t sure 
what to make of this, whether the young man might just try to steal it from him or even kill him. 
But he continued the conversation by saying, “Yes, that’s true.”   

 
The young man ventured a little further. “In the dream, the Almighty One said you might be 
willing to let me see that precious stone.” The old man said, “Of course I will.” He reached down 
into his knapsack, pulled it out, and held it in his hand. The young man took it. You could see in 
his eyes how he loved it, how impressed by it he was. You could see lights go on in his head as 
to what having that stone could mean to him. The old religious leader said, “Why don’t you take 
it? I give it to you!” 
 
The young man thought he was kidding. “But, sir, I have no money.” 
 
“No, please, take it!” The young man stuck it in his pocket and ran away! 
 
Later that same afternoon, the old man was sitting outside his house saying his prayers when he 
saw the young man coming toward him. When the fellow got right up to the old man, he said, 
“Sir, you gave me a very precious gift today.”  
 
“That I did,” he said.   
 
“Now, sir, I want you to give me an even bigger, more precious gift.” 
 
The old man said, “I’m afraid that’s the biggest, most precious one I had.”  
 
The young man said, “No. You have another one, sir. That’s the one I want from you.”  
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“What is it?”   
 
“Sir, I’ve been thinking about this all day. I want you to give me the gift of giving the most 
precious thing I have to somebody else.” 
 
Life is not in the taking. Life is not in the scratching, clutching, clawing, cussing, ranting, raving 
of getting. No, we are blessed to be a blessing to others. Life is in the surrendering of the most 
precious thing we have—ourselves—into the hands of God. We give ourselves to God and to 
others. 
 
Our scripture lesson is about a rich, young, Jewish ruler who has been uniquely blessed and is 
sincerely seeking for God. He asks Jesus, “Teacher, what good deed must I do to inherit eternal 
life?” The fact that the man calls Jesus “Teacher” rather than “Lord” means that he’s an outsider.  
He’s not part of the inner circle of disciples.   
 
Jesus replies, “Why are you asking me about what is good? There is only One who is good, and 
that is God. If you want fullness of life, keep the commandments.”   
 
“Which ones?”   
 
So Jesus quotes part of the Ten Commandments, which is the summary of the Jewish law. He 
says, “You shall not murder. You shall not commit adultery. You shall not steal. You shall not 
bear false witness. Honor your father and mother. Also, you shall love your neighbor as 
yourself.” 
 
“I’ve kept all these commandments,” the man answers. “I’ve been on every committee. I’ve 
taken every Bible class. I’ve gone on every mission trip. I’m one of the biggest givers in the 
church. I’m here every Sunday, and there’s my pew to prove it. I’ve even extended myself 
beyond the letter of the law and have loved my neighbor as myself. What do I still lack?”   
 
Jesus replies, “Yes, indeed, you have been uniquely blessed. By the way, did you volunteer at the 
Rummage Sale?” 
 
“Yes, I was kind of like a floater.”   
 
“Did you buy anything?” 
 
“Yes.”   
 
“What’d you get?”  
 
“This shirt.”    
 
“Nice. But if you wish to be perfect, go, sell your possessions, and give the money to the poor—
except for this one thing because it’s so special. Everything else has to go, and you will have 
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treasure in heaven; then come, follow me.” When the young man hears this, he leaves Jesus and 
goes away grieving, for he has many possessions.    
 
It’s interesting to compare Matthew’s story to Mark’s and Luke’s versions. Matthew presents 
this person as a young man. The Greek word neaniskos designates a young man between the 
ages of 21 and 28. By contrast, Luke calls him a ruler, which means he could not have been as 
young as Matthew portrays him. Another interesting difference between the three versions is that 
Matthew is the only gospel writer to include “You shall love your neighbor as yourself” among 
the commandments Jesus requires the rich young ruler to keep. This, of course, is not one of the 
Ten Commandments, but it highlights the emphasis in Matthew’s gospel on ethical living.   

 
I also find it very sweet that in Mark’s version of the story, after the rich man tells Jesus that he’s 
kept all the commandments, Mark says, “Jesus, looking at him, loved him, and said, ‘You lack 
one thing. Go, sell what you own, and give the money to the poor.’” Jesus, looking at him, loved 
him. Then Mark says that the rich man went away shocked and grieving, for he had many 
possessions. 
 
In Matthew alone Jesus says, “If you wish to be perfect, go, sell your possessions.” The Greek 
word for perfect is teleos, which means “whole” or “undivided.” If you want to be perfect, 
Matthew says, if you desire to be an integrated person, and if you truly seek a mature faith, you 
need to go beyond the letter of the law and practice radical obedience. Life is in the surrendering 
of the most precious thing you have into the hands of God: your very self. What gets in the way 
of giving your entire being to God? 
   
After the young man leaves, Jesus turns to his disciples and says, “Truly, I tell you, it will be 
hard for a rich man to enter the kingdom of heaven. Again, I tell you, it’s easier for a camel to go 
through the eye of a needle than for someone who is rich to enter the kingdom of God.”   
 
A medieval legend grew up around this story in which there was a tiny gate in the wall around 
Jerusalem called the eye of the needle. After the main gates into the city were closed at night, 
this was the only entrance. According to the legend, the only way a loaded camel could get 
through this gate was for its load to be removed. Then the camel had to get down on its spindly 
knees and squeeze through. Such a gate never really existed in Jerusalem, but the point is that the 
camel had to get rid of its baggage to get through, if it even could.   
 
Just as a camel could not squeeze through the eye of the needle, so it’s really difficult for a 
person who is wealthy to enter the kingdom of God. Not impossible, of course, but challenging 
because money has a tendency to become more important than God. For many of us, rich or poor 
alike, money is the most precious thing we have, isn’t it?   

 
Remember, when the rich young ruler first asks about eternal life, Jesus’ initial response is about 
the commandments, about the ethical conduct of the man’s life. He scores quite well on that test, 
and Jesus is pleased. Then Jesus zeroes in on something he must have seen right from the start: 
the man’s obvious attachment to his wealth. We don’t know what triggers Jesus’ next question.  
Maybe it’s the jeweled rings on the man’s fingers, or his lavish garments, or his chariot, or his 
gathering of servants. Perhaps Jesus already knows something about the man. His reputation may 
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have preceded him to this moment. In any case, Jesus says, “Oh, there is one more thing. Sell 
what you have and give it to the poor.” The rich young man just can’t bring himself to do it. 
 
After this, Peter says to Jesus, “Look, we’ve left everything to follow you. What reward will we 
have?” And Jesus says, “Anyone who gives up their most precious things for me will inherit 
eternal life. But many who are first will be last, and the last will be first.” When the kingdom of 
God comes in all its fullness, the tables will be turned, and history will be redeemed. The 
Pharisees will be rejected, and disciples of Jesus Christ will be vindicated.   

 
Jesus has come to turn the world upside down. Money, status, power, ego, and recognition will 
no longer be important. The first will be last, and the last will be first. When the Holy Spirit lives 
in you and me, one of the qualities we display in our lives is the ability is surrender the most 
precious things we have into the hands of God and acknowledge that we are blessed to be a 
blessing to others.   
 
At the same time, I don’t want you to leave here believing that Jesus proclaimed money to be 
evil in itself. Jesus never said money was bad, but he did say that the love of money is at the 
heart of much pain, brokenness, and dysfunction in this world. Jesus understood the necessity of 
having money. How else are the poor fed and the homeless sheltered? How else do we rebuild 
lives and homes after disasters such as floods, tornadoes, and earthquakes? How else is the 
gospel spread to the far corners of the earth? How else do we offer this beautiful facility as a gift 
to our community?   
 
What Jesus is asking of this earnest young man is that the resources he obviously has in 
abundance be shared with those who have little. In other words, human value is higher than 
material value. Jesus is extending his discussion of the commandments and saying that human 
life, as God gives life, is more precious than things. Use things to live, but do not live for things. 
Use things to bring life to others, but don’t use others just to get things! 
 
Lest those of us who are already generous with money and have already filled out our Estimate 
of Giving card believe that Jesus cannot be possibly be talking about us in this scripture, let me 
add that each one of us here has at least one area of our life that we are reluctant to give to God 
and others. I’ve counted at least fifteen areas of my life that I won’t give up to God, and God and 
I are in negotiation about five other areas. What is your precious stone? What is it that you 
have difficulty surrendering to God?   

 
Sometimes the most precious thing we have is our time. We’ll give God just about anything but 
our time. We have other things to do on Sundays. We don’t serve on any committees because 
we’re busy on weeknights. And we don’t help at the Rummage Sale or at Friday Night Lights or 
at Cass because we don’t care for that kind of stuff. How hard it is for those who have no time 
for God to enter the kingdom of heaven!    
 
For some, the most precious thing we have is our talents. This is the most gifted congregation 
I’ve ever been a part of, but many us hide our light under a bushel. We may have skills that First 
Church needs but are reluctant to share them. We may have a lovely singing voice, the gift of 
relating well to people, or a deep spiritual relationship with Christ but don’t use those gifts to 
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reach out to our brothers and sisters with the Good News. How hard it is for those who will not 
offer their talents to enter the kingdom of heaven.   

 
For some, the most precious thing we have is our family. Part of being a parent is helping our 
children and grandchildren to see beyond their own biological family to God’s worldwide 
family. It’s modeling for our children and grandchildren a broader view of the human needs of 
our world. Now I know that we need to spend quality time with our family. However, when 
families do a lot of fun things together but are not concerned about teaching their children about 
Jesus or becoming responsible global citizens; when families put a greater priority on sports 
events than they do on church events; when families are generous with each other but no one 
else, then I wonder what precious stone we are clutching. How hard it is for those who cannot 
see beyond their own families to enter the kingdom of heaven. 
 
“One thing you lack,” Jesus says to the rich young ruler. And we shake our heads and think, 
“Poor man! Of course he needs to give up his wealth! It’s so hard to walk away from all that…”  
But what do you lack? What do you find it difficult to give to God? What precious stone are you 
clutching so tightly that releasing it is like a camel trying to get through the eye of a needle? Is it 
money, time, talents, selfishness, family, pride, control, or fear of not having enough? 
 
What is it that we are keeping for ourselves instead of sharing it with the body of Christ? We 
build a wall around it, lock it up, and say, “Everything, God, but this! You can have all but this!  
And I dare you to get it!”   

 
Then, so often, a miracle happens. Jesus, looking at you, loves you. The Holy Spirit starts to 
work in our lives, and we begin to understand the kind of complete response Jesus asks of us.  
We are uniquely blessed to be a blessing. Freedom comes by letting go of that which binds us.  
When our hearts open to the life-changing power of God’s love, the fruits of the Spirit pour out 
into our lives, and we begin to act in new and different ways. Jesus, looking at you, loves you. O 
God, give us the gift of giving the most precious thing we have to you, to others, and to our 
world, for with God all things are possible.   

 
Prayer Song 

Take my love, my Lord, I pour, at thy feet its treasure store. 
Take myself, and I will be ever, only, all for thee; ever, only all for Thee.   


