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NCAA BYLAW 14 – ADVANCED REGIONAL RULES SEMINAR 

 

Case Study No. 1: 4-2-4 Transfer 

 

Sean, the student-athlete, enrolled full time at a two-year college immediately out of high school 

for the 2016-17 academic year and practiced in the sport of baseball.  In the fall of 2017, Sean 

decided to enroll full time at a Division II institution.  Upon enrolling, though, Sean learned he 

would not be eligible to compete during the 2017-18 academic year because he was short three 

credit hours of math.  Disappointed that he'd have to sit out the full year, Sean asked the 

Division II compliance officer what his options were to become eligible at the Division II 

institution.  The compliance officer told Sean he could: (1) Serve a year in residence at the Division 

II institution and he would be eligible to compete starting the fall of 2018; or (2) Transfer to a two-

year college in the spring of 2018, compete (if desired), earn his associate degree and be eligible 

at any four-year institution.  Compliance officer advised Sean based on Division II legislation.  

 

Sean enrolled at a two-year college, competed and earned his associate degree.  During the summer 

of 2018, Sean was recruited by a Division III institution and he decided to enroll at the Division 

III institution for the 2018-19 academic year.  The Division III coach asked Sean whether he would 

have been eligible had he returned to his previous Division II institution, since that is all that's 

required for a Division III transfer exception.  Sean stated that he would be eligible at the previous 

Division II institution and any four-year institution since he earned his associate degree at the two-

year college.  Sean enrolled at the Division III institution, attended class and shortly thereafter, the 

Division III compliance administrator certified Sean as ineligible for the 2018-19 academic year.  

Sean earned a 3.57 GPA during his first semester at the Division III institution.  Sean is frustrated. 

He thought he did everything right to be eligible to compete this season.  

 

Discussion Questions: 

 

1. Why wasn't Sean eligible at the Division III institution? 

 

2. What would be the mitigation here for a legislative relief waiver? 

 

3. What can we learn from this situation to apply in future transfer certifications? 

  


