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NOTE: This is the part of a series of PowerPoint teaching on The Bible. 
You may like to know that you can download, free of charge, the other seven sections of this series, and other 
teaching aids, at FreeMinistryResources.org. 

The red symbols  [►] are cues for changing the PowerPoint slides. The numbered triangle tells you to click 
forward to the next slide; the unnumbered symbol is for the next item on the same slide; the words in red 
describe what you should see on the slide. 

Practise! Read the script; become familiar with it; adapt the language to suit your listeners. Practise 
running the PowerPoint with the script. If someone else is helping you, practise with them. A well-prepared 
presentation will help convey your message.

Pray. Without the anointing of the Holy Spirit, this will simply be an ordinary talk. Ask God to help you  
convey a message from his heart.

A note on copyright is included in the last slide. Naturally, you do not show that. It is for your information 
only.

How much ground will you cover in one session? That will depend upon the time you have available, the age 
and powers of concentration of your group (this material is suitable for all ages—children, teen and adults), the 
amount of questions and discussion you incorporate into the session, and also the number of illustrations from 
your experience, or that of others, that you include.

The wording of these notes is only a suggestion. You must feel free to use your own style of presentation. We 
pray that you will experience the drawing near and help of God as you present this series.

Terms of Use

This presentation is the work of Catherine Slight and Lin Pearson, and is copyrighted*, and may be used under 
the following  terms. 
You may use our resources unaltered for the purpose of study and teaching. 
They may not in any manner be sold or used to solicit “donations” from others. Nor may they be included in 
anything you intend to copyright, sell, offer for a fee, or make available online. 
This copyright is exercised to keep our material freely available for all. If you have any questions, or wish to do 
something not mentioned in these conditions, please contact Catherine and Lin at freeminres@gmail.com

CoPyING
These resources are for your personal use. Please do not pass on copies to others. Instead, we would 
be very grateful, and it would benefit our site greatly, if you would direct people to our site at 
FreeMinistryResources.org, where they can download the materials for themselves. This will help the 
site show up better in search engines, and so enable more people to find us and have access to the free 
resources.

PoWERPoINT PRESENTATIoN
The PowerPoint presentation which accompanies these notes may be downloaded from our website.  
https://freeministryresources.org/more-evidence-that-the-bible-is-inspired-by-god-its-miraculous-protection/
That page also has links to all the other teaching and PowerPoints in this series.

© 2018 Catherine Slight and Lin Pearson
*FreeMinistryResources.org, including all its resources by Catherine Slight and Lin Pearson, is copyrighted  under the following 
license: Creative Commons Attribution-Non-Commercial-No Derivative Works 4.0
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1.  TITLE SLIDE

2. ►[Bible writer with scroll and reasons 1 -3  for why we believe the Bible is inspired by God]
Briefly review the previous points covered in the first session of this series, before moving on to this 
part.

3. ► [Bible writer with scroll - 4. Destruction prevented]
Another reason for believing that the Bible was inspired by God is that its destruction has been 
miraculously prevented.

4. ►  [River and forest scene] 
God created a beautiful world. He gave instructions to the first man and woman, Adam and Eve. 

► [Satan tried to destroy trust in God’s spoken words] 
From the very beginning, the devil has tried to destroy their trust in what God had said, and 
undermine the authority of the spoken words of God.

► [“Did God really say?”] 
Genesis 3:1 records what the devil said to Eve, when she at first held back from eating the 
forbidden fruit. What he said spoiled the world forever.
► [Shadow comes over the scene] 
Everything was spoiled when Satan attacked the truth of God’s words and encouraged Eve and 
Adam to become doubtful and rebellious.

Knowing that from start to finish the Bible speaks of his downfall and the victorious Saviour, it is no 
wonder that Satan has continually tried to destroy the Scriptures. 
The fact that we still have the Bible today shows that God has been protecting it from destruction.

5. ► [Torah Scrolls photograph - Satan tried to destroy the written words of God]
Not satisfied with undermining trust in the spoken Words of God, Satan tried to destroy the written 
words of God.

JEREMIAH - was an old Testament Prophet (The following account is in Jeremiah 36)

Jehoiakim, the king who ruled at the time of Jeremiah, worshipped idols and encouraged the people 
to turn from God and do wrong. 

6. ► [ Scribe writing] Jeremiah prophesied, warning the king and the people about the consequences 
of their wrongdoing. Baruch, his scribe, wrote down the words of the Lord, as they came through 
Jeremiah.

7. ► [ Reading to the people] Then Jeremiah sent Baruch to read aloud the prophecy at the Temple, 
where the people were gathered. 

Jeremiah hoped that they and the king would  

► repent, because God had promised to... 

► forgive them if they did.  
Unless they repented of their disobedience, God’s...  

► judgement would fall on the king and the nation. 

 
8. ► [Officials dismayed] When some administrative officials heard about this they were alarmed at 
the thought of telling the king. 
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9. ► [Spoken message rejected] The king was shown the scroll, and asked for it to be read to him. 
he rejected what he was hearing. As each portion was read, revealing his sin and that of the people, 
he was so rebellious against God, that he took a knife and cut that part off the scroll, flinging it into 
the fire. 

10. ► [Written message burned] He continued, listening, rejecting and burning, until bit by bite the 
whole scroll was destroyed.    

11. ►[Written again - with scribe picture] God reminded Jeremiah and Baruch of all the words that 
had been on that scroll and Jeremiah dictated them to Baruch again. This time, God emphasised his 
message all the more,and added further harsher judgments, because of Jehoikim’s rebellion against 
the Lord. 

12. ►[Archaeology supports the Bible]  Archaeological discoveries have shed light on this Bible record 
of Jeremiah and Baruch

►[Baruch’s seal found!]

In those days, when messages were sent by officials, it was common practice for the scrolls 
to be sealed with string and a small lump of soft clay. The official would then make an 
impression in the soft clay with his own metal seal. Some of these dried clay impressions have 
been found. 

► [Photo of part of a clay seal] 

They are called bullae. In 1975, 44 miles from Jerusalem, 250 clay bullae were found. 
Included among them was one bulla impressed with the name of Baruch, Jeremiah’s scribe.

13. ► [Drawing of Baruch’s bulla - plus translation of text]

The inscription on the bulla says “Berekhyahu son of Neriyahu the scribe”. 

This is the seal of Baruch son of Neriah who was the scribe to the prophet Jeremiah. Baruch’s full 
name must have been Berekhyahu. The suffix (yahu) in the ancient Hebrew language is a form of 
Yahweh (God). The name Baruch means “the blessed.” Berekhyahu means “the blessed of Yahweh.”

14. ►[scroll and names] 

Also mentioned in Jeremiah chapter 36 are officials, Elishama and Gemariah and the king’s son, 
Jerahmeel. Bullae that had been impressed with their seals were also included in this find. 

It is wonderful to have this physical connection with Elishama and Gemariah, because they were 
so supportive of Baruch and Jeremiah. 

They hid the scroll for as long as they could. And when the king eventually called for it, they bravely 
tried to persuade him not to burn the Word of God. They were part of the long line of people who did 
their bit to preserve the Scriptures, so that we  have a complete Bible in our hands today.

15. ►[The Truth Remained!] 

Satan’s plan was thwarted. The destruction of the truth was prevented!

16. ►[Attempts to destroy the Bible translators]

Satan failed in his attempt to eradicate from the world the Word of God. 
But it didn’t stop him trying to DESTROY THE TRANSLATORS.

17. ►[Early Bibles] At first, the only Bibles in Britain were Latin ones.  
The ordinary people could not speak or read Latin. This suited the bishops and the king, because they 
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did not want anyone to contradict the false things they were teaching.  

18. ►[ 1300s – hand copies] So when the first English translations were copied by hand in the 1300’s 

►[Banned] they were banned. 

19. ►[1400s Gutenberg press..] Then the printing machine was invented by Johann Gutenberg in the 
1400’s. This meant that copies of the Bible could be produced much more quickly than hand-written 
ones.  

► [Picture of moveable type] Printing could be done so quickly because Gutenberg had 
invented a way of using pre-made moveable type. Gutenberg wanted the first book that he 
printed on his press to be what he considered the most important book in the world.  So he 
chose the Bible. 

20. ►[Early Bible -1500s new translation…] By the 1500’s an English translation was being worked on 
by WILLIAM TYNDALE. (Pronounced Tin-dull)

21. ►[William Tyndale translated from original languages ] 
First, he studied the original Hebrew and Greek documents.  
This made it a more accurate translation than those translated into English from the Latin Bible. 
He was scrupulous in maintaining the meaning of the original manuscripts. Here is what he said:

22. ► “I never altered one syllable of God’s Word against my conscience, nor would do this day, if all 
that is in earth, whether it be honor, pleasure, or riches, might be given me.” - William Tyndale
[Quoted in Foxe’s Book of Martyrs]

23. ► [ He wanted everyone...] He was determined that everyone, no matter who or what they were, 
should have the chance to read an accurate translation of the Bible for themselves.

► [ Ploughboy and horse] ...even the humble ploughboy—not just nobles and religious 
leaders. 
Because Tyndale used the printing press, thousands of ordinary people could now read the 
Bible in a language they could understand.
[ His response to one of his bitter opponents, quotes in Foxes Book of Martyrs: “I will cause a 
boy that driveth the plough shall know more of the scripture than thou doest.”

 
24. ►  [Danger!]
The church leaders were angry, because William’s Bible showed the ordinary people that what the 
religious leaders were teaching what was wrong. So William Tyndale’s life was in danger.

► [Fled...] and he fled to Germany.  

Now safe from attack, he continued his work of translating, and organizing the printing of 
New Testaments. 

25. ►  [Smuggled] But he needed to find a way to get the books back into England where English 
translations were banned.  

► [Men packing sacks] A cargo ship sailing for England was carrying sacks of wheat and bales 
of cotton. The Testaments were stuffed into the sacks.  Although many were discovered and 
destroyed, hundreds remained hidden and got through to be used.

26. ►  [Religious leaders tried to trick him]
On one occasion, the bishops who were against the Bible tried to trick Tyndale. The Bishop of London 
sent a merchant called Augustine Pakington to Germany with a large sum of money. He was to buy 
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from William Tyndale all the copies of the Bible that he had. 

► [Pile of gold coins] He had a large sum of money

► [More gold coins] A very large sum! 
The plan was then to buy the Bibles and then burn them. What the bishop had not known was 
that Augustine was a friend and supporter of William! he advised him to take the money and 
hand over the Bibles because

27. ►  [God’s plan] God had a plan!

► [Books and Flames] And, although the copies Augustine bought (at an inflated price!) were 
burned, William was able to use the money... 

28. ►  [God’s plan - Books - three piles ]...to print three times as many Bible as had been destroyed! 

 29. ►  [Betrayed]
They couldn’t destroy the Book, but now Satan planned to destroy the translator.  A man posed as a 
friend and found out that William was hiding in Belgium. This spy betrayed him to the authorities and 
William was arrested and imprisoned. 
But even in prison, he kept working on the Old Testament translation until the day of his execution 
came.

►  [Killed]
On Friday, October 6, 1536, William Tyndale was strangled at the stake and his body burned to 
ashes.

30. ►  [Tyndale’s last words] His last words, according to Foxe’s Book of Martyrs were:  

►  “Lord, open the king of England’s eyes!”
God answered William’s dying prayer.  Here is how!

31. ►   [God’s Answer - heading]
The Bishops and the King would not have wanted Tyndale’s translation to be published. So when the 
Bible he had been working on with another translator, Myles Coverdale, was ready, it was published 
under an assumed name of Thomas Matthew.

►  The Matthew’s Bible, as it was called, (really it was Tyndale’s translation) was published 
a year after Tyndale’s death. It was the first English Bible published under license from the 
King of England! 

►  Then, in 1611, the Authorized or King James Bible, was published. It contained the bulk 
of Tyndale’s translation of the New Testament. And most of the Old Testament was the work 
that  Tyndale had completed before his martyrdom.

32. ►  [Tyndale’s language in our day]
To convey as clearly as possible the original meaning of the bible languages, Tyndale introduced new 
words into the English language:

► Passover (as the name for the Jewish holiday, Pesach or Pesah), remembering when the 
angel of death passed over the homes marked by the lamb’s blood.
► Atonement (= at + onement) One sense of this is no longer being separated, but united 
with God. 
► Scapegoat (the goat that bears the sins and iniquities of the people in Leviticus 16) 

Some of the phrases he coined, as translations from the original, have stood the test of time and are 
familiar to us in our everyday English language:

33. ►  [Tyndale’s language in our day] The list will begin scrolling up automatically



FreeMinistryResources.org                                                                                                             Bible Part 4 - Destruction prevented   - page 7  

•  let there be light 
•  the powers that be 
•  my brother’s keeper 
•  the salt of the earth 
•  a law unto themselves 
•  filthy lucre 
•  it came to pass 
•  gave up the ghost 
•  the signs of the times 
•  the spirit is willing 

►  Tyndale’s portrait
Since Tyndale’s death,  all down the centuries, Satan has kept trying to destroy the Bible.  
But, though many copies may be ripped up, buried or burned, even bricked into walls, often 
God has worked miracles to allow people to keep the Scriptures and read them.
It cost William Tyndale and people like him their lives so that we can read God’s word in our 
own languages.  God has wonderfully protected the Bible.

Despite this attempt to destroy the Scriptures...

34. ► [The truth remained] ...the truth remained! All that God predicted in the scrolls that the king 
had burned stilled happened. The nation was attacked by the Babylonians and Jehoikim came to a 
violent death and a disgraceful burial (Jer 22:19). Today we still have all the prophecies of Jeremiah 
in the Bible. 

This part of the series on the Bible is very substantial.

You may prefer to break here, and complete the second part of this topic in another session.

You could begin again with slide 34, and briefly summarise how the devil has tried from the 
beginning to destroy confidence in the Word of God, destroy the physical copies of that Word, and 
then destroy the translators.

35. ► [Are things any better in the modern era?]  
Are things any better in the modern era? 

We see the same scenario played out in our time. Some famous people have been very open and public 
in their hatred of the Word of God, even to the point of angrily ripping out pages from a Bible at a 
public speaking engagement.
Pages may be destroyed, books may be shredded or burned, but God’s truth has and shall remain!

Now, here are THREE TRUE SToRIES about how God has protected Bibles from destruction.

CoRRIE ten BooM 
36.► [ Corrie ten Boom - heading]
Corrie ten Boom lived in the Netherlands...

► [Swastika flag]  ...at a time when Nazi German forces were in control during the second 
world war. This Dutch Christian and her family had saved many Jews from the Nazis in 
Holland. When Corrie and her sister were captured and sent to a concentration camp, God 
enabled them to take a Bible in a small pouch that could be secretly hung round her neck. 
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► [Ravensbruk women in uniform] 
At the camp at Ravensbruck they were ordered to change into prison uniform. Every other 
woman entering the barracks was searched, but not Corrie. During the hours that the 
prisoners were in the barracks, Corrie and Betsie’s little Bible became the centre of their 
lives and the means of blessing to many of other women.  
[More information is in the book The Hiding Place, by Corrie ten Boom]

37. ► [Tramp for the Lord bookcover]

Corrie always emphasised the need for forgiveness. In her book Tramp for the Lord (1974), she 
tells how, after she had been teaching in Germany just two years after the end of the war, she was 
approached by one of the cruelest former Ravensbrück camp guards. She was reluctant to forgive him, 
and struggles to shake his hand as he offered it. But she prayed that God would enable her. He did! 

She wrote,

“For a long moment we grasped each other’s hands, the former guard and the former prisoner. I had 
never known God’s love so intensely as I did then.”

A second example of how God preserved Bibles from destruction comes from this next person.

BRoTHER ANDREW - also known as“God’s Smuggler”
38. ► [ Brother Andrew - title and picture]

When Communist leaders were intent on wiping out every sign of God and Christianity, a missionary 
who became known as Brother Andrew bravely took Bibles into communist countries. 

► [ God’s Smuggler book cover]

He told the story in his book “God’s Smuggler”. Travelling in an old VW Beetle, he carried 
Bibles into Communist countries. He was often miraculously guided and protected. 

As one border guard looked over the boxes of Bibles in his car, Andrew prayed, “Father, You 
have made blind eyes to see — now I ask you to make seeing eyes blind.” The guard then just 
waved Andrew through the border crossing as if he had seen nothing! The Bibles were not 
found and not destroyed.

For more information about how brother Andrew’s organisation, Open Doors, serves the persecuted church worldwide go to 
www.opendoorsuk.org (for the UK); www.opendoorsusa.org (USA); www.opendoors.org.au (Australia).

Now one more exciting example of how God prevented the destruction of Bibles. 

39. ► [Margaret Nikol and photo]
She is a lady you may never have heard of. But she suffered for her faith and clung onto the scrap of 
Bible she had been given.

40. ► [Hidden from Communist police]
Just as God often hid Bibles for Brother Andrew, from the eyes of border guards, so he did the same in 
Bulgaria.

► [Girls in national costume]

These Bulgarian girls in their national costume show the great changes that have happened 
since the fall of communism. They are free and happy — a far cry from how things were 
before.
It was the aim of the communist regime to stamp out every trace of Christianity. Bibles were 
confiscated and destroyed. Pastors and preachers were imprisoned and killed. 
On one occasion an old Christian Bulgarian lady heard the state police at the door and knew 
they had come to take the Bibles in her home. So she tucked one inside her skirt. The police 
didn’t find it.
When she next went to a church service she saw that she was the only one of all the people 
gathered, who had been able to save a Bible from confiscation.



FreeMinistryResources.org                                                                                                             Bible Part 4 - Destruction prevented   - page 9  

► [Old Bible and hand]

Regardless of how hard it would be for her to lose her own precious copy, she began ripping it 
into portions and handing them out, so that every one in the church received a page or two, 
just a chapter or so.
To one young woman, Margaret, the daughter of the Pastor of that church, the lady gave 
the pages containing Genesis chapters 16 and 17, which speak of God’s promise to Abraham 
and Sarah. For decades, the only part of the Bible that Margaret Nikol had was that piece of 
paper.
Then Margaret’s parents, who had continued to preach Christ, were murdered by the 
Communists. Her young brother was also killed. He, too, had become a preacher, since he had 
been called by God at the age of three. 

41. ► [Concert violinist and picture] 
She found comfort in the Lord, and in her violin music. She was a very gifted player and her music 
opened up the way for a good education and travel. But she, too, was tortured in Bulgaria for her 
faith, and threatened with death.
Wonderfully, in 1981, God enabled her, on a concert trip to Vienna, to seek political asylum and she 
was offered safety in the USA. 

42. ► [Christian bookshop] 
It was near Christmas and when she was offered a gift she asked for a Bible. When she was taken to 
the Christian books store and saw so many Bibles, her legs almost gave way!
It was then that God put in Margaret’s heart the vision of a mission which would provide Bibles for 
Bulgaria. For years she had been working on translating the Bible into Bulgarian. Now she would 
arrange its printing and distribution.
Playing the violin to professional standard, she travels the USA, playing in concerts and musical praise 
evenings, then speaking about the work of sending Bibles to Bulgaria. 

[Contact details are as follows: International Impact, Inc.,7 Switchbud Place, Suite 192-214, The Woodlands, TX 
77380.  Emails: impactus@att.net; mnikol@att.net  Web site: www.intl-impact.org]

43. ►  [Bulgarian village] 

Dr Nikol says that it grieves her to see how much the Bible is taken for granted in the west.
Many in Bulgaria and other former communist countries do not have even a scrap of the scriptures. 
Yet, despite their suffering, they hold on to the truth of the Bible. 

44. ►  [Brown Bible - The Truth has stood] 
Pages may have been destroyed - even whole books - but the truth remains. Christians believe that 
God has preserved the Bible because he wants everyone to know clearly that he loves us and that he 
has given his Son, Jesus Christ, the Messiah, to forgive our sin, transform our lives and bring us into 
close relationship with himself.

When we consider the people who have preserved and distributed the Bible, at such cost to 
themselves, what a challenge it is to us! 
To value the Bible as God’s Word, to live by its principles, to rely on its promises, and to help others 
receive God’s Word for themselves

45. ►  [Fade to black] 


