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NOTE: This is the part 1 of a series on The Bible. 
If you have received this presentation by some means other than a personal download from our web site, you 
may like to know that you can download, free of charge, the other six sections of this series, and other teaching 
aids at FreeMinistryResources.org. 

The red symbols  [►] are cues for changing the PowerPoint slides. The numbered triangle tells you to click 
forward to the next slide; the unnumbered symbol is for the next item on the same slide; the words in red 
describe what you should see, unless that is obvious in the text of the notes.

Practise! Read the script; become familiar with it; adapt it to your own language, and the language of your 
listeners. Practise running the PowerPoint with the script. If someone else is helping you, practise with them. A 
well-prepared presentation will help convey your message.

Pray. Without the anointing of the Holy Spirit, this will simply be an ordinary talk. Ask God to help you  
convey a message from his heart.

A note on copyright is included in the last slide. Naturally, you do not show that. It is for your information 
only.

How much ground will you cover in one session? That will depend upon the time you have available, the age 
and powers of concentration of your group (this material is suitable for all ages—children, teen and adults), the 
amount of questions and discussion you incorporate into the session, and also the number of illustratioins from 
your experience, or that of others, that you include.

The wording of these notes is only a suggestion. You must feel free to use your own style of presentation. We 
pray that you will experience the drawing near and help of God as you present this series.

Terms of Use

This	presentation	is	the	work	of	Catherine	Slight	and	Lin	Pearson,	and	is	copyrighted*,	and	may	be	
used	under	the	following		terms.	
This	script	is	accompanied	by	a	PowerPoint	slide	show,	which	may	be	downloaded	from	
https:freeministryresources.org/http:/two-reasons-for-believing-the-bible-its-harmony-and-accurate-
history/
You	may	use	our	resources	unaltered	for	the	purpose	of	study	and	teaching.	We	will	be	delighted	if	you	
find	them	of	use.

Copying
If	you	produce	extra	copies	of	printables	or	PowerPoints	for	other	members	of	your	team,	please	
ensure	that	the	copyright	line	or	copyright	slide	is	always	included,	together	with	the	web	address	of	
this	site.	
But	please	do	not	pass	on	extra	copies	or	files	for	anyone	other	than	your	team.	Instead, we 
would be very grateful, and it would benefit our site greatly, if you would direct people to 
FreeMinistryResources.org, where they can download  the materials for themselves.

©	2018	Catherine	Slight	and	Lin	Pearson
*FreeMinistryResources.org,	including	all	its	resources	by	Catherine	Slight	and	Lin	Pearson,	is	copyrighted		under	
the	following	license:	Creative	Commons	Attribution-Non-Commercial-No	Derivative	Works	4.0

POWERPOINT PRESENTATION
The	PowerPoint	presentation	which	accompanies	these	notes	may	be	downloaded	from	our	website.	
https:freeministryresources.org/two-reasons-for-believing-the-bible-its-harmony-and-accurate-history/
That	page	also	has	links	to	all	the	other	teaching	and	PowerPoints	in	this	series.
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Introduction:
1.	[Title	slide]	There	is	a	physical	world	which	we	see	and	there	is	also	a	spiritual	world	which	we	
cannot	see	with	our	physical	eyes.	

2.► [Open	Bible]	The	only	way	we	can	understand	anything	about	the	spiritual	world	is	for	God	to	
explain	it	to	us.	Christians	believe	that	he	does	this	in	the	Bible.		Different	people	have	different	
opinions	about	the	Bible.

3.► Some say: ”The Bible is not relevant today” . 
4.► But we believe—“It’s up to date and relating to our culture today”

5. ► Some say: “It’s full of myths and legends” 
6. ► But we believe— ”the Bible is true, accurate and reliable”

7. ► Some say: ”It is beautiful literature—but so is Shakespeare. What’s the difference?”. 
8. ► But we believe— “It is far more than wonderful literature, it contains life-changing principles”

9. ► Some say: ”The Bible contains philosophy worth considering—among others”  
10. ► But we believe — “It is not the thoughts of men, but a message from God inspired by him.”

11. ► [Open	Bible]	The	Bible	tells	us	that	God	created	the	human	race	and	he	intended	that	we	have	
a	loving,	close	relationship	with	him.	It	tells	us	about	why	that	relationship	broke	down	in	the	first	
place,	and	about	how	that	problem	can	be	solved.
But,	if	we	are	to	know	and	understand	about	spiritual	things,	we	need	to	be	sure	that	the	Bible	really	
is	true,	and	that	it	is	the	Word	of	God	and	not	just	the	ponderings	of	human	beings.	

     ► [The	Bible	is	inspired	by	God]	It	is	not	merely	a	book	of	philosophy,	history	and	beautiful	
literature.	It	is	God’s	personal	message	to	us.		

12. ► [Writer	and	scroll	with	heading	:	The Bible is inspired by God] 
The	Bible	is	God’s	thoughts,	written	down	by	men	who	lived	close	to	God.	This	is	Divine		INSPIRATION.	
“Inspiration”	means	“Breathing	in”.	The	words	of	the	Bible	were	“breathed	in”	to	the	spirits	and	
minds	of	the	writers	by	God.	Why	are	Christians	sure	of	this?

The	first	reason	to	believe	the	Bible	is	inspired	by	God	is	this:

      ► [Unity of authors	heading	flies	in]

13 . ► [Plain	background	with	heading	:	Unity	of	authors]

► There	were	40 writers	involved,		
►  It	was	written	over	1600 years.		
►  They	had	different	educational backgrounds.	
►  Their	careers were	different.	Some	were	farmers	or	fishermen.	Some	were	soldiers,	others	
were	court	officials.	They	didn’t	come	from	the	same	country,	either.		
►  And	each	one	had	his	own	way	of	expressing	himself,	his own personality.	

Because	of	all	these	differences,	and	especially	the	time	difference,	they	couldn’t	possibly	get	
together	to	discuss	what	they	were	writing	down.	Yet	...	
►  THEY ALL AGREE	in	everything	they	wrote.

14.  ► [Unity	of	authors	new	slide]

The	40	different	Bible	writers	are	in	complete	agreement.	They	agree	on:		
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►  their	record	of	history	
►  their	idea	of	what	God	is	like
►  their	rules	for	living	
►  their	view	of	man’s	sinfulness	
►  their	prophecies	of	the	future.		
►  THEY	ALL	AGREED!

How	can	so	many	writers	from	so	many	backgrounds	agree	in	so	many	details?		
It is because there are many writers, but ONE AUTHOR - GOD HIMSELF! 

15.  ► [Bible	verse]	

2	Peter	1:20-21	says:	“ no prophecy in Scripture ever came from the prophet’s own understanding, or 
from human initiative. No, those prophets were moved by the Holy Spirit, and they spoke from God” 
(New International Version).

As	they	wrote,	the	Holy	Spirit	was	with	them,	and	helped	them	to	write	exactly	the	words	he	wanted.	
So	Christians	believe	that	the	MESSAGES,	PROMISES	and	WARNINGS	in	the	Bible	are	from	God himself.

The Bible is no ordinary book. By following the instructions God gives us in it we can experience 
God himself, working in our lives - changing us, helping us, guiding us.

.................................................................................................................

PERSONAL STORY BREAK:	You	may	like	to	insert	here	a	personal	story	of	salvation	from	you	or	one	of	
your	team,	and	tell	how	God	has	helped,	to	illustrate	the	previous	statement.

.................................................................................................................

16. ► [Writer	and	scroll	:	The	Bible	is	inspired	by	God	summary	chart]

       ► [	Point	2.	Accuracy	flies	in]
The	Bible	has	never	yet	been	proved	to	be	incorrect.	It	is	accurate.	No	matter	how	closely	the	Bible	is	
examined,	there	are	no	errors!	

Sometimes,	people	have	thought	the	Bible	has	had	mistakes.	But	later,	scientists	or	historians	have	
been	able	to	prove,	through	some	new	discovery,	that	what	the	Bible	said	was	true.		
It	was	our	knowledge	or	understanding	that	was	lacking!

Some	people	dismiss	the	Bible.	They	say	it	is	a	collection	of	myths	and	tales,	which	are	no	different	
from	the	stories	of	other	ancient	cultures.	They	say	that	it	may	have	a	grain	of	truth,	but	that	it	isn’t	
really	any	different	from	the	stories	of	other		ancient	cultures.	
SO, WHAT PROOF IS THERE THAT THE BIBLE IS TRUE?

We	will	look	at	three main areas of proof that the Bible is accurate	–	history,	science	and	translation.

17. ► 	[Accurate History	title,	no	text]

► 	1. ARCHAEOLOGY	has	proven	the	Bible	record	to	be	true.

► The Hittites  
The	Bible	mentions	a	nation	called	the	Hittites.	It	suggested	that	they	lived	4,000	years	ago.	
(Genesis	23:10).		
For	hundreds	of	years	archaeologists	and	historians	said:	“The	Bible	is	wrong.	It	cannot	be	
God’s	book	because	there	is	a	mistake.	There	is	no	evidence	of	there	ever	being	a	people	
called	the	Hittites.”	

No	buried	cities,	no	documents	mentioning	them,	nothing	at	all.	Because	there	was	no	
evidence	about	the	Hittite	people,	they	didn’t	believe	that	the	Bible	could	be	right.	
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Even	the	Encyclopaedia Britannica	had	nothing	in	about	Hittites.	

►	[Picture	of	Hittite	idol]	Then,	archaeologists	discovered	objects	like	idols.

They also found	ancient	stone	slabs	in	Turkey	with	writing	and	carving.	
►	[drawing	Hittite	chariot]	They	mentioned	a	war-like	nation	of	people	called	Hittites!	The	
Bible	was	right!	

► Egyptian Bricks  (with	image	of	slavemaster)		
The	Jewish	nation	were	slaves	in	Egypt.		
The	Pharaoh	forced	them	to	make	bricks	with	clay	and	straw.	Then	he	made	it	harder	by	
letting	them	use	only	stubble,	small	left	over	pieces	of	straw,	with	the	clay.		

►	[frieze	showing	brick	making]	Finally,	they	were	allowed	only	clay	and	nothing	else.			
With	less	straw	or	no	straw	to	hold	the	clay	together,	the	bricks	would	of	course	crumble	

	For	a	long	time,	some	people	claimed	that	this	part	of	the	Bible	never	happened	at	all,	that	
the	slavery	in	Egypt	and	the	story	of	Moses	was	just	a	legend.	But	one	archaeologist	proved	
that	even	tiny	details,	like	the	story	of	the	bricks,	were	true.	

	
►	[Photo	remains	of	wall	at	Pithom]	He	discovered	an	ancient	building	in	Egypt,	in	the	city	of	
Pithom.	(Exodus	1:11	mentions	this	city.)	The	bottom	of	the	walls	used	proper	bricks,	made	of	
clay	and	straw.	Further	up	the	wall,	middle	layers	were	of	bricks	with	clay	and	stubble.		The	
archaeologists	discovered	that	some	of	the	stubble	had	been	torn	up	by	the	roots!		

That	is	just	what	might	have	happened	if	a	slave	was	rushing	to	make	the	quota	of	bricks	that	
day.	The	top	layers	of	bricks	had	no	straw	at	all.	They	were	just	clay	–	exactly	as	the	Bible	
recorded	it!		

	
►[ Jericho and picture of marching]

Jericho’s destruction  
The	Bible	tells	how	God,	by	a	miracle,	made	the	walls	of	Jericho	fall	down.		

►[ remains of the wall]	Archaeologists	have	discovered	that	the	ruins	of	Jericho	prove	that	the	
walls	fell	down	–	but	not	inwards,	as	if	the	army	had	battered	them	in.		

The	bricks	and	rubble	show	that	the	walls	fell	outward!	That	was	a	miracle!	No	people	would	
want	to	push	their	own	city	walls	down	from	inside	the	city!

►	[Archaeologist	pointing	to	wall	fallen	out]	The	archaeologists	also	found,	inside	the	ruined	
city,	pots	full	of	grain.	That	proved	that	the	city	was	not	besieged	and	the	people	were	not	
starved	into	defeat.	The	only	explanation	is	that	the	Bible	is	right!		The	collapse	of	the	walls	
and	the	defeat	of	Jericho	were	sudden	and	miraculous.	

		
18. ►	[Accurate history – title, no text] 

 ►	2. SIR WILLIAM RAMSAY	has	proven	the	Bible	record	to	be	true.

There	are	many	details	in	the	Book	of	Acts	about	places,	famous	people	of	the	time,	journeys,	
and	so	on.	For	a	long	time,	some	believed	that	the	book	of	Acts	was	full	of	mistakes;	that	is	
was	historically	inaccurate.		

One	of	these	people	was	Sir	William	Ramsay.		He	was	a	very	well	respected	archaeologist	
and	Bible	scholar.	He	had	been	taught	by	men	who	doubted	the	accuracy	of	the	Bible,	but	he	
wanted	to	find	the	truth	for	himself.

►	[Roman	soldier]	
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In	New	Testament	times,	the	Bible	lands	were	occupied	by	Roman	forces.		
Sir	William	Ramsay	researched	three	aspects	where	people	criticised	the	Book	of	Acts,	saying	
it	was	inaccurate.

►	The	structure	of	Roman	government	during	the	Bible	years	
►	The	Titles	and	names	of	individual	Roman	officials	
►	Location	of	certain	cities	

He	travelled	in	the	lands	mentioned	in	the	Bible,	visiting	cities.	He	studied	other	old	books	and	
documents.	He	looked	for	the	truth.

At	the	end	of	all	his	study	and	travels	Dr.	Ramsay	saw	that	all	the	evidence	proved	the	Book	of	Acts	to	
be	an	absolutely	correct	record.	There	were	no	mistakes.	

[Extra notes on page 7 will give you fuller details.]

After	all	his	research,	Sir	William	Ramsay	said	that	he	had	found	the	Book	of	Acts	to	be	true,	and	that	
Luke	was	a	fine	historian,	whose	work	would	stand	up	to	the	keenest	scrutiny.			

19. ►	[Accurate history – Eye witnesses]

3. Eye witnesses

Much	of	the	Bible	was	written	by	people	who	were	actually there at the events	they	
described.	They	were	eye	witnesses.

		
►	Peter	mentioned	this	in	his	second	letter:		
‘We did not follow cleverly invented stories when we told you about the power and coming 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, but we were eye-witnesses of his majesty’ (2 Peter 1:16)	

	If	the	writers	were	not	themselves	witnesses	of	the	events,	they	did	fully check out the 
facts	before	recording	them.	

20. ►	[Accurate history – Eye witnesses]

	
►	This	is	what	Luke	tells	us:	‘Many have undertaken to draw up an account of the things 
that have been fulfilled among us, just as they were handed down to us by those who from 
the first were eye-witnesses . . . Therefore, since I myself have carefully investigated 
everything from the beginning, it seemed good also to me to write an orderly account for 
you. . . so that you may know the certainty of the things you have been taught’ (Luke 1:1-3).	

20. ►	[Bible	Absolute	truth]	We can be sure the Bible is 100% truth

21. ►	[Fade	to	black]	

In	this	session	we	have	seen	how	united	the	authors	of	the	Bible	were	in	every	way.

Also,	the	Bible	is	accurate	in	its	record	of	history.	

In	the	next	part	of	this	series	we’ll	see	how	the	Bible	is	also	accurate	scientifically,	in	its	translation	
and	in	fulfilled	prophecies.
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EXTRA NOTES : Sir William Ramsay’s Research

Archaeology and the New Testament
1.	 Many	critics	said	that	Luke’s	account	of	the	birth	of	Jesus	was	incorrect.	They	argued	that	

there	was	no	census,	that	Quirinius	was	not	Governor	of	Syria	at	that	time	and	that	everyone	
did	not have to return to his ancestral home	for	a	census.	Archaeology	has	proven	the	critics	
wrong	:	

•	The	Romans	did	have	a	regular	enrolment	of	taxpayers	and	they	held	censuses	every	14	
years.	The	procedure	was	begun	under	Caesar	Augustus.	The	Roman	historian,	Seutonius,	
mentions	this	in	his	work	Lives of the Twelve Caesars

•	Quirinius	was	indeed	Governor	of	Syria	about	7	B.C.	

•	A	papyrus	found	in	Egypt	gives	directions	for	the	conduct	of	a	census.	Families	were	to	
return	to	their	own	local	governments	to	complete	family	registration	of	the	enrolment.	
This	was	so	that	they	might	keep	the	land	rites	for	their	family.

2.	 Some	people	have	criticized	Luke	for	writing	that	while	the	towns	of	Lystra	and	Derbe	were	
in	Lycaonia,	Iconium was	not	(Acts	14:6).	However,	in	1910,	Sir	William	Ramsay	found	a	
monument	that	showed	Iconium	was	a	Phrygian	city.	Later	discoveries	by	others	confirmed	this.		

3.	 When	he	was	in	the	city	of	Corinth,	Paul	wrote	to	his	friends	in	Rome.	He	mentions	the	city	
treasurer,	Erastus (Romans	16:23).	Excavations	of	Corinth	in	1929	found	this	inscription	on	a	
pavement:	“Erastus,	curator	of	public	buildings,	laid	this	pavement	at	his	own	expense.”	The	
pavement	dates	from	the	1st	century	A.D.	So	Luke	had	not	made	a	mistake!			

4.	 Concerning	the	Roman	government	officials,	it	has	been	said	that	Luke	got	titles	and	names	of	
individuals	wrong.	

•	Luke	called	rulers	in	Philippi	“praetors.”	Scholars	argued	that	two	“duumvirs”	would	have	
ruled	the	town.	However,	archaeology	shows	that	the	title	of	“praetor”	was	correct	for	
the	magistrates	of	a	Roman	colony.	

•	Luke	called	civil	authorities	in	Thessalonica	“politarchs.”	Critics	said	there	was	no	such	
person.	However,	19	inscriptions	have	been	unearthed	which	use	the	title.	

•	Luke	calleda	person	called	Gallio	“proconsul.”	An	inscription	in	Delphi	was	unearthed	-	it	
refers	to	:	“	Lucius	Junius	Gallio,	my	friend	and	the	proconsul	of	Achaia.”	

The	Bible	is	to	be	trusted	as	an	authentic	Book	of	antiquity.	Archaeology	supports	and	confirms	facts	as	
stated	in	the	Bible.	


