2016:
YEAR IN REVIEW

The photos making up this Liberty Bell image
were taken from FreedomWorks’ 2016 grassroots events.
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“I WILL PREPARE AND SOME DAY
MY CHANCE WILL COME.”
ABRAHAM LINCOLN

“

“

2016 WAS THE YEAR OF THE AMERICAN PEOPLE.
IT WAS THE YEAR OF THE GRASSROOTS.
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PRESIDENT’S
OVERVIEW

ADAM BRANDON
PRESIDENT & CEO
2016 was an exciting year for two of my

now trying to take a page out of our playbook
with the creation of a left-wing “Tea Party”
movement.

In November, I watched my hometown
Cleveland Indians go to the World Series (falling
just short in the end) and the GOP run the table
in the 2016 elections.

Just check out the title of this piece from The
New York Times laying out this battle plan.

biggest passions in life: politics and baseball.

In baseball – just like politics – even if you’re
down for the first seven innings, you can always
change the course of the game with a big inning.
During President Obama’s two terms in office,
there’s no denying freedom lost ground. But my,
how the playing field changed after the results of
the 2016 elections!
Even more astonishing is the fact that 2016’s
political success wasn’t driven by those who
tell us they’re the “star players” – like the press,
pundits, pollsters, and party bigwigs.
2016 was the year of the American people. It
was the year of the grassroots. Against all odds,
the grassroots rose up and defeated Hillary
Clinton – supposedly our next president in
waiting – and reminded everyone that ultimately,
they still call the shots.
Thanks to the American people, we have the
equivalent of the bases loaded with one out.
Now, we must make the most of our momentum
by putting runs on the board – all while realizing
just how urgent our situation is.
After all, what happens if we don’t have massive
policy victories in 2017? Can America still
“come back?”
I don’t know the answer to those questions. But
I do know we must fight with the urgency that
every opportunity is our last. I hope you agree.
The good news is, thanks to FreedomWorks’
efforts mobilizing, training, and focusing the
freedom movement, we have principled leaders
like Mike Lee and Rand Paul in the Senate,
and more than two dozen constitutional
conservatives in the House Freedom Caucus.
Today, the table is set for us to go beyond
blocking bad policy to advancing good policy.
The grassroots, as always, are set to play the
central role – providing the muscle needed to
drain the swamp and pass true reforms.

To Stop Trump, Democrats
Can Learn From the Tea Party
JAN. 2, 2017

Of course, ObamaCare’s repeal and replacement is
just one of the many battles we have on our plates
in 2017.
Now that the 2016 elections are in our rearview
mirror, FreedomWorks, Inc. is fighting to ensure we
win when it really matters – with policy.
FreedomWorks Foundation will continue to battle
the regulatory state and educate the public about
the dangers of growing government.
And FreedomWorks PAC (our hard dollar PAC)
and FreedomWorks for America (our Super PAC)
will continue to ensure that we can help our allies
in Congress and those running for office from the
slings and arrows they’ll face from those in both
parties who are committed to the status quo.
Of course, without your support – and the support
of grassroots patriots all over the country – we will
lose this opportunity.
We will lose this “inning” – and we could lose the game.
The good news is, as you read through
FreedomWorks’ 2016 Year in Review – and see
everything we’ve accomplished together in 2016
along with what we have planned for 2017 – you’ll
realize we have such an incredible opportunity.
Now, it is time for the Freedom Movement to succeed.
		Freedom Works,

		Adam Brandon
		
President & CEO

Of course, after seeing our success, the Left is
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2016 HIGHLIGHTS
FREEDOMWORKS, INC.

Drove Nearly 1.7 Million Messages to
Senators to Preserve the Supreme Court

Drove More Than 2.4 Million
Legislative Contacts

Organized or Sponsored 177
Grassroots Issue Events in 27 States

Made 293 Radio and TV Appearances

Published 108 Op-Eds by
FreedomWorks’ Staff

Promoted the House Freedom Caucus
to 4.8 Million Americans

Held 44 Facebook Live Streams and
Generated Nearly 1.5 Million Views

Gained Prominent Coverage in More
Than 1,100 News Stories, including 9
in the Wall Street Journal

2016 HIGHLIGHTS
FREEDOMWORKS
FOUNDATION

Defeated the IRS’ Proposed
Regulatory Assault on Donor Privacy

Exposed the Obama Trial Lawyer
Giveaway

Generated 78,759 Public Comments
Through the Regulatory Action Center
Opposing Obama Regulations

Mobilized Against “Backdoor
Common Core”

Launched the “Generational Theft”
Project

Sent Over 100,000 Voter Contact
Mail Pieces

Created Online Ads Viewed Over 2.3
Million Times

Went 15-4 in Head-To-Head Primary
Contests Versus the Establishment

Won Nearly 80% of Total Targeted
Races

FREEDOMWORKS PAC
FREEDOMWORKS
FOR AMERICA

Made Over 300,000 Voter Calls

7

With a grassroots army standing behind its name,
FreedomWorks, Inc. is a force multiplier, mobilizing an activist
community to support constitutionally limited government, free
markets, and personal freedom.
As a 501(c)(4) organization, FreedomWorks, Inc. focuses
primarily on mobilizing the grassroots to help pass or defeat
legislation at the state and federal level, sounding the alarm
about politicians’ records, and supporting the efforts of the
House Freedom Caucus.
In 2016, FreedomWorks had its hands full defeating the Obama
administration’s final assaults in some of the most critical fights
we’ve faced in years.
As always, that work started with the grassroots.

BUILDING THE GRASSROOTS
AND STRENGTHENING COALITIONS
Training Grassroots Leaders: FreedomWorks organized
five “fly-ins,” bringing in activists from around the country for
weekend workshops and training. These fly-ins brought together
nearly 200 activists from 28 different states.
Promoting Grassroots Activism: With today’s technology –
including email and social media – it’s never been easier for the
grassroots to make their voices heard in Washington, D.C.
Through FreedomWorks’ state-of-the-art digital programs, we
were able to drive more than 2.4 million legislative contacts to
Capitol Hill in 2016.
Sponsoring Grassroots Events: FreedomWorks’ largest
event, FreePAC: Morning in America Summit, brought together
approximately 1,500 activists from the Ohio region.
In May, FreedomWorks kicked off the Constitution Revival
Tour in Columbus, Ohio and traveled through Pennsylvania,
Wisconsin, Florida, California, Nevada, and Arizona.
The Constitution Revival Tour, which ran through October 22,
featured nationally known speakers like SiriusXM host Andrew
Wilkow, Stephen Moore, Ken Cuccinelli, Members of Congress,
and partners from state-based think tanks – including the Illinois
Policy Institute and the Buckeye Institute.
FreedomWorks sponsored several major events in 2016,
including FreedomFest in Las Vegas; RedState Gathering in
Denver, Colorado; and Conservative Review’s Conservative
Convention in Greenville, South Carolina.
The organization also sponsored several Young Americans for
Liberty state conventions and Turning Point USA events, as well
as other conservative and state Republican Party events around
the country.
Senior Fellow Rev. C.L. Bryant (top) and XM Radio host Andrew
Wilkow speak to FreedomWorks activists

IN 2016 FREEDOMWORKS:

177
27
HELD OR SPONSORED

EVENTS IN

STATES

FLEW IN

200
28

ACTIVISTS FROM

DIFFERENT STATES
FOR TRAINING

REACHED

18,000
ACTIVISTS
FACE-TO-FACE
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FEDERAL INITIATIVES &

ACCOMPLISHMENTS
PRESERVING THE SUPREME COURT
After the vacancy on the Supreme Court left by the death
of conservative Justice Antonin Scalia, FreedomWorks
mobilized its grassroots army to preserve the seat for the next
administration.
All-in-all, we drove nearly 1.7 million messages to Senate
Republicans and Democrats to apply pressure against
hearings or votes on President Barack Obama’s Supreme
Court nominee.
Thanks in part to our efforts, the Trump White House has
nominated Neil Gorsuch in an attempt to preserve the
Supreme Court and the Constitution for the next generation.

ADVANCING FREEDOMWORKS’
PRO-GROWTH AGENDA
In 2016, FreedomWorks published two booklets, Pro-Growth
Agenda: Problems and Pro-Growth Agenda: Solutions, authored
by Stephen Moore. More than 15,000 copies of these booklets
were distributed at grassroots events hosted by FreedomWorks.
As part of the agenda, FreedomWorks rolled out the Pro-Growth
Pledge, urging Members of Congress to show their support
for fundamental tax reform, reductions in spending, regulatory
reform, sound money, energy freedom, and patient-centered
health care.
A dozen House Freedom Caucus members signed the ProGrowth Pledge, including Rep. Mick Mulvaney (R-S.C.) who was
chosen by President Donald Trump to serve as Director of the
White House Office of Management and Budget.
The role is responsible for developing a president’s budget
priorities and crafting the budget submission to Congress.
Pro-Growth Pledge
Signers: Rep. Rod Blum
(R-Iowa), Rep. Dave Brat
(R-Va.), Rep. Ron DeSantis
(R-Fla.), Rep. John Fleming
(R-La.), Rep. Jody Hice
(R-Ga.), Rep. Paul Gosar
(R-Ariz.), Rep. Barry
Loudermilk (R-Ga.), Rep.
Mark Meadows (R-N.C.),
Rep. Mick Mulvaney
(R-S.C.), Rep. Mark
Sanford (R-S.C.), Rep.
David Schweikert (R-Ariz.),
Rep. Randy Weber
(R-Texas)

THE PRO-GROWTH PLEDGE
I will work to support a simpler, fairer tax code.
I will work to rein in the national debt by
reducing spending.
I will work to decrease the regulatory burden
on individuals and businesses.
I will not support government bailouts of
private enterprise.
I will work to hold the Federal Reserve
accountable and to maintain a stable money
supply.
I will work to remove barriers to market-based
energy policies.
I will work to implement free-market healthcare
reforms.
Signed:
________________________________________
(Candidate or current Member of Congress)

FREEDOMWORKS PRESSES
FOR A PRO-GROWTH AGENDA
FREEDOMWORKS LAUNCHES
FULL-COURT PRESS

OP-ED

Obamanomics, RIP
- by Stephen Moore
Washington Times

Joe Biden Can’t Spin His History Of Politicizing
Supreme Court Nominees – by FreedomWorks
RedState.com
Don’t Let Obama Upset the Balance of the
Supreme Court – by Adam Brandon
The Blaze

OP-ED
3/9/16 FreedomWorks Backs Senate Judiciary
Panel Refusal to Hold SCOTUS Hearing

Hillary Clinton, Nowhere
Girl - by Stephen Moore
Washington Times

“Our community of conservative activists
believes that Majority Leader McConnell
and Chairman Grassley should stand firm
and continue to insist that they will not hold
hearings or a vote on the nominee until the
next president is sworn into office.”
Adam Brandon quoted in Washington Post

OP-ED

Trump Tax Plan
Means More Jobs,
Growth
- by Stephen Moore
Orange County Register

NEWS REPORT
“The concerns about a corrupt lame duck
session of Congress and the future of
the Supreme Court . . . are exactly why
conservatives will turn out in November.”
Jason Pye quoted in The Hill

“What we want is a principled conservative
in the mold of Justice Scalia. Most of
the names [on Trump’s short list] would
accomplish that goal.”
Jason Pye quoted in Newsweek

New Trump Tax Plan
Edges Toward House
GOP, Moore and
Kudlow Say
Bloomberg

QUOTE

“[The House Freedom
Caucus] are the guys
who will be working to
enact the better part
of Trump’s agenda –
and fighting the worst
parts.” - Jason Pye quoted

QUOTE

“If Donald Trump talked
about nothing besides
the economy and jobs for
the next three months,
he would win the election
because that’s where he
clearly has the upper hand
and every poll shows
that.” - Stephen Moore quoted
in Politico

in the Christian Science
Monitor
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FREEDOMWORKS ON
THE AIRWAVES

PUSHING CRIMINAL JUSTICE
REFORM
After U.S. House Speaker Paul Ryan (R-Wis.) vowed
action on criminal justice reform during a meeting with
FreedomWorks’ CEO Adam Brandon and seven other
organizations, FreedomWorks proved the Freedom
Movement is decidedly behind this issue.
In the days following the meeting, FreedomWorks drove
nearly 8,000 calls to almost 50 targets in the House of
Representatives who were identified as swing votes.

Advocates Flood Congress’ Phone
Lines Over Criminal Justice Reform
“FreedomWorks, a conservative group and
member of the coalition, said its members have
made 4,000 calls as of noon on Tuesday . . .
The group’s spokesperson, Jason Pye, tweeted
that the calls will stop when they decide to vote
on it.”

While the clock ran out before the bills could come to
the floor, FreedomWorks’ efforts showed significant
grassroots support for justice reform, and there is no
doubt this issue will return as a top priority both in
Congress and state legislatures.

PUSHING ENTITLEMENT REFORM
During the congressional recess in October,
FreedomWorks hosted live streams covering the
important topic of entitlement reform. The organization
hosted policy experts from the Heritage Foundation,
Freedom Partners, Generation Opportunity, the Mercatus
Center, and the National Taxpayers Union to talk about
topics including health care reform, federal pension
program reform, Social Security and Medicare.
As of December 31, 2016, the six separate entitlement
reform live streams generated nearly 170,000 views.

FREEDOMWORKS SUPPORTS

THE HOUSE FREEDOM CAUCUS
The media elites hate Members of the House Freedom Caucus because they continue to keep the promises they made
to voters on the campaign trail: Uphold the Constitution and support limited federal power.
This unofficial group of roughly 40 House Members can often be the deciding votes on federal legislation – and they give
conservatives across the country a powerful voice unlike we’ve seen in years.
As liberty’s best friends in Congress these days, the Members of the House Freedom Caucus need our ongoing support
as they fight our battles in Congress. FreedomWorks and our activists worked tirelessly to reinforce the House Freedom
Caucus throughout 2016 and will continue to do so in the coming year.

FREEDOMWORKS

SUPPORTS THE HOUSE FREEDOM CAUCUS
PUBLISHED
OP-EDS
Fox News, “The House Freedom Caucus is not
a ‘cancer’ in Congress, it’s the future of our
movement” - by Adam Brandon
Fox News, “Voters Want to be Heard, and the
House Freedom Caucus is Listening”
- by Adam Brandon
Washington Examiner, “House Freedom Caucus
is in the American Mainstream” - by Adam Brandon
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FACEBOOK LIVE STREAMS
WITH FREEDOM CAUCUS

4.8 MILLION LIKES

400,000 VIEWS

Featured Members: Rep. Jim Jordan (R-Ohio), Rep.
Mark Sanford (R-S.C.), Rep. Scott Perry (R-Pa.), Rep. Mark
Meadows (R-N.C.), Rep. Warren Davidson (R-Ohio), Rep.
David Schweikert (R-Ariz.) Rep. Dave Brat (R-Va.), Rep.
Paul Gosar (R-Ariz.), and Rep. Trent Franks (R-Ariz.)

CONGRESSMAN OF THE MONTH PROGRAM
January
Rep. Jim Jordan (R-Ohio)

May
Rep. Jim Bridenstine (R-Okla.)

September
Rep. Jody Hice (R-Ga.)

February
Rep. Paul Gosar (R-Ariz.)

June
Rep. Mark Sanford (R-S.C.)

October
Rep. Warren Davidson (R-Ohio)

March
Rep. Jeb Hensarling (R-Texas)

July
Rep. David Schweikert (R-Ariz.)

November
Rep. Matt Salmon (R-Ariz.)

April
Rep. John Ratcliffe (R-Texas)

August
Rep. Jeff Duncan (R-S.C.)

December
Rep. Dave Brat (R-Va.)
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STATE INITIATIVES
AND ACCOMPLISHMENTS FROM 2016

H.B. 347, PROTECTING PRIVATE PROPERTY IN OHIO

OHIO

In anticipation of a brewing state legislative fight in 2016, FreedomWorks appeared at a
press conference with state Reps. Rob McColley (R-Napoleon) and Tom Brinkman (R-Mt.
Lookout) and others in support for H.B. 347, which would reform civil asset forfeiture laws
to require a criminal conviction and address the federal loophole that allows circumvention
of state law.
Over the next several months, FreedomWorks testified in support of the bill, promoted it in
op-eds, and rallied grassroots support for reform of Ohio’s civil asset forfeiture laws.
By the time H.B. 347 unanimously passed the Ohio Senate, FreedomWorks’ community
in the Buckeye State drove nearly 60,000 messages to state senators. Gov. John Kasich
signed H.B. 347 into law Wednesday, January 4, 2017.

S.B. 1071, REFORMING PENSIONS IN PENNSYLVANIA
PENNSYLVANIA

In June, FreedomWorks launched a campaign in support of pension reform in
Pennsylvania. Over the course of the campaign, the FreedomWorks community in the
Commonwealth sent more than 52,800 messages to members of the Pennsylvania
General Assembly urging them to support S.B. 1071, which would reform pensions,
protect workers, and save taxpayers billions of dollars.
While time ran out on the session before S.B. 1071 was passed, the bill is a good
starting point for pension reform in 2017, and serves as an aggressive model for other
states to follow.

H.C.R. 86, PUSHING FEDERAL TERM LIMITS IN MISSOURI
FreedomWorks supported H.C.R. 86, which would have shown support to the push for
federal term limits.
MISSOURI

While FreedomWorks drove 1,205 phone calls and sent 1,334 messages to legislative
leaders supporting term limits, the clock ran out before the State House could act.
Still, the showing puts FreedomWorks’ community in Missouri in strong position to get a
similar resolution through the legislature in 2017.

REFORMING PENSIONS AND PROTECTING
THE FIRST AMENDMENT IN ALABAMA
FreedomWorks drove more than 8,600 legislative contacts to the Joint Committee on
Alabama Public Pensions that would decide if the legislature would consider a pension
reform plan in the upcoming session of the state legislature.
ALABAMA

With the help of the FreedomWorks community in Alabama, the committee
recommended pension reforms that would strengthen the state’s pension programs and
protect taxpayers.
FreedomWorks also actively opposed S.B. 356 in Alabama, which would require
organizations that educate and inform the citizenry to disclose personal information on
their donors!
After FreedomWorks drove nearly 200 calls to state senators in opposition to the
proposed constitutional amendment, S.B. 356 was not brought to the floor for a vote in
the Alabama Senate.
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As a tax-deductible 501(c)(3) organization, FreedomWorks
Foundation focuses on educating the public on key freedom
issues – as well as keeping tabs on the Executive and Judicial
Branches, and the growing “Fourth Branch of Government,” the
Regulatory State.
As an educational force, FreedomWorks Foundation is now
a leading disseminator of policy analysis and white papers to
the Freedom Movement, providing them with the intellectual
firepower needed to take on big government policies.
Not only that, but FreedomWorks Foundation’s Regulatory
Action Center is quickly becoming the conservative movement’s
main driver of public comments on Washington, D.C. regulations
– effectively the only time the American people can make their
voices heard and make an impact during the regulatory process.
In 2016, FreedomWorks made a major splash hiring former
Virginia Attorney General Ken Cuccinelli to serve as the General
Counsel to the Foundation’s Regulatory Action Center, which is
already delivering big results.

THE REGULATORY ACTION CENTER:
MOBILIZING AGAINST REGULATORY OVERREACH
Defeating the IRS’ Donor Privacy Assault: In January 2016,
the IRS announced that it would withdraw the proposed “giving
rule,” which would have required non-profits like FreedomWorks
to collect the Social Security numbers of donors.
FreedomWorks Foundation drove more than 9,000 comments
to the IRS’ regulation comment page against the proposed rule.
The comments FreedomWorks Foundation drove represent
nearly 25 percent of the approximately 38,000 total comments
the IRS received.
Exposing the Obama Trial Lawyer Giveaway: FreedomWorks
Foundation drove nearly 15,000 responses to the Consumer
Financial Protection Bureau (CFPB) comments page against
its new rule that outlaws arbitration agreements for consumer
financial products. Simply put, the rule was a giveaway to
trial lawyers, making it easier for them to file class action
lawsuits. Arbitration tends to be a better avenue for consumers,
according to the CFPB’s own report supposedly justifying the
rule. On average, consumers recover $5,389 in two to five
months using arbitration. Those who join class action lawsuits
recover an average of $32.35 in two to five years.
Given the thousands of public comments, it is clear that the
CFPB should abandon this unnecessary regulation that is
nothing more than a handout for Democratic Party donors.
Mobilizing Against Backdoor Common Core: The Department
of Education pushed a new rule to implement the Every Student

THE REGULATORY
ACTION CENTER
FIGHTING PRESIDENT
OBAMA’S AGENDA

9,000 public comments to
defeat the IRS’ attack on
donor privacy
15,000 public comments
to expose the Obama Trial
Lawyer Giveaway
21,000 public comments to
mobilize against “Backdoor
Common Core”

FREEDOMWORKS FOUNDATION
IN THE NEWS
“Cuccinelli’s New Gig: Keeping an Eye on
Washington Regulators”
Washington Post

Succeeds Act (ESSA), which passed Congress in December
2015. While ESSA was designed, in part, to reduce federal
meddling in education, the Department of Education had
different ideas on its implementation. Their new proposd rule
left open a loophole that could allow the federal government to
resume imposing Common Core on the states, contrary to the
intent of the ESSA.
FreedomWorks Foundation partnered with the Home
School Legal Defense Association to assist in mobilization
efforts against the rule. Before the comment period closed,
FreedomWorks Foundation drove more than 21,000 responses
to the Department of Education against the rule.

FREEDOMWORKS FOUNDATION’S
EDUCATIONAL ACTIVITIES
Driving comments to federal agencies is only one part of
FreedomWorks Foundation’s Regulatory Action Center.
Education about the regulatory process is a crucial effort that is
really only now showing up on the radar of many Americans.
As FreedomWorks Foundation continues to educate our activists
on the dangers of the regulatory state and the regulations it
promulgates, the Regulatory Action Center and the comments
submitted through it will become an invaluable tool to place a
check on this unconstitutional fourth branch of government.
Launching our Generational Theft Project: Just before the
beginning of 2016, FreedomWorks Foundation launched its
Generational Theft Competition, through which it solicited ideas
from millennials (adults between the ages of 18 and 35) about
how best to reach, educate, and engage younger generations
on entitlements.

Op-Ed: The Law of Liberty. Shrinking the
Regulatory State Means More Freedom for
Americans - by Ken Cuccinelli
Washington Times

U.S. Rep. Thomas Massie (R-Ky.) and Noah Wall, Director of Campaigns
FreedomWorks Foundation selected the top 20 out of nearly 160
applicants to attend FreePAC: Morning in America Summit in
Cincinnati in March 2016.

Op-Ed: The Bureaucracy - The Unaccountable
Fourth Branch Of Government
- by Ken Cuccinelli, Investors

At the summit, the winners of the competition met with and
heard from some of our nation’s leading conservative voices,
including Rep. Thomas Massie (R-Ky.), Media Research Center
President Brent Bozell, SiriusXM host Andrew Wilkow, and
FreedomWorks Senior Economic Contributor Stephen Moore.
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FREEDOMWORKS FOUNDATION
IN THE NEWS
Trump Pick of Pence, List of Justices,
Eases AG Worries
Washington Times

The Thin Red Line Against a
Regulatory Onslaught
Investors

The winners also participated in a focus group conducted
by Kellyanne Conway’s firm, The Polling Company.
During the focus group, the winners helped develop three
marketing campaigns to engage fellow millennials on
entitlements reform.
The results of the three marketing tests show how to
decrease support for policies that lead to generational
theft. The results will help FreedomWorks Foundation as it
expands the Generational Theft Program in 2017.

1.
2.
3.

The American Republic, which covers the Constitution
and the Bill of Rights with an emphasis on federalism;
Civil Liberties, which includes overviews of our rights
in relation to our children’s education as well as privacy
both at home and online;
Introductory Economics, which covers topics like moral
hazard, public debt, the price system, competition and
monopoly, and entrepreneurship.

Battling for a Free Internet – the Digital Bill of Rights:
One of the sole bright spots in our economy over the
past decade has been the Internet and the stunning
developments in technology it helped generate.
So Washington, D.C. is attempting to do what it normally
does when it sees areas of economic success – regulate it
out of existence.
Throughout the Obama administration, regulators busied
themselves crafting contrived restrictions on access and
usage. And 2015’s Net Neutrality decision paved the way for
even more “anti-sharing” attacks on companies like Uber
and Airbnb.
In 2016, FreedomWorks Foundation made the battle for
an Internet – free of federal meddling – one of our central
initiatives. With Obama administration holdovers likely to
continue their regulatory march, this battle will carryover
into 2017.

FreedomWorks Foundation’s Ken Cuccinelli and Attorneys
General Scott Pruitt (R-Okla.), Patrick Morrissey (R-W.V.) and
Adam Laxalt (R-Nev.) discuss the regulatory state at the 2016 RNC
Battling the Regulatory State at the RNC: In July,
FreedomWorks Foundation hosted a panel during the
Republican National Convention in Cleveland featuring three
state attorneys general – Adam Laxalt (R-Nev.), Patrick
Morrisey (R-W.V.), and Scott Pruitt (R-Okla.).
Attorney General Pruitt has since been nominated to serve
as President Donald Trump’s director of the Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA).
Moderated by Ken Cuccinelli, General Counsel to
FreedomWorks Foundation’s Regulatory Action Center, the
panel explained how pro-freedom grassroots activists can
help fight the growing federal bureaucracy while offering
insight into how a Trump administration could combat
regulations and bring a new respect for federalism.
FreedomWorks Foundation live streamed the panel on
the FreedomWorks Facebook page, generating nearly
40,000 views.

FreedomWorks’ activist Fly-In
Educating for Liberty – FreedomWorks University:
Freedom isn’t taught into today’s schools. So it’s up to us
to ensure the grassroots are educated on the intellectual
foundations of a free society and on the tools and tactics
they need to effectively support the cause of liberty.
FreedomWorks University – an online academy for freedom
activists – exists to fill this void.
Through short videos, lectures, essays, blog posts,
podcasts, free market analyses and constitutional policy
analyses by top scholars like Judge Andrew Napolitano and
Peter Schiff, FreedomWorks University continues to be an
incredible asset to the Freedom Movement.
Our present core curriculum includes:

Steve Moore, FreedomWorks’ Senior Economic Contributor
debating the minimum wage at FreedomWorks’ RNC event
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Any election that starts off with the defeat of the vaunted Clinton
Machine is certainly a good one! But the Freedom Movement’s
successes in 2016 didn’t begin or end there.
In fact – with the many victories racked up by FreedomWorks
PAC and FreedomWorks for America (our Super PAC) – 2016
was an exciting and historic year for conservatives from start to
finish.
With Mike Johnson’s victory in Louisiana’s Fourth Congressional
District in December, nearly 80% of FreedomWorks PAC’s
endorsed candidates were elected to Congress.
That doesn’t even take into account that FreedomWorks PAC’s
early endorsements for U.S. Reps. Thomas Massie (R-Ky.), Dave
Brat (R-Va.), and U.S. Senator Mike Lee (R-Utah) were key in
turning away potential primary challengers! As a result, all three
of these conservative champions were easily reelected.
FreedomWorks for America’s Digital Campaign Efforts
Continue to Set the Standard: FreedomWorks for America’s
digital efforts once again sent jaws dropping in 2016. In total our
ads were seen 2,350,706 times!
Person-to-Person Contact Remains Critical to Success: As
has been proven time and again, the most effective way to get
voters to support your candidate is one-on-one contact. It can
be difficult work. But FreedomWorks for America’s activists were
up to the task!

VOTER CONTACT CALLS MADE:

301,060

VOTER CONTACT MAIL
PIECES SENT:

106,753

2016 PRIMARIES
The 2016 primaries were as bruising as ever as big government
forces sought to crack down on conservatives who keep trying
to challenge the status quo in Washington, D.C.

FREEDOMWORKS PAC
IN THE NEWS
HEADLINE: FreedomWorks PAC Backs Holding
Charlotte News and Observer

NORTH CAROLINA CONGRESSIONAL
DISTRICTS 2 AND 3
In one of the most-watched races of the 2016 cycle, U.S.
Rep. George Holding faced off against another Republican
incumbent, U.S. Rep. Renee Ellmers, after both were tossed into
North Carolina’s Congressional District 2 after redistricting.

QUOTE: “FreedomWorks PAC will endorse
GOP Rep. Walter Jones as he stares down a
potentially bruising primary rematch against
Taylor Griffin, who came within about 5 points
of unseating the 10-term incumbent last time
around. ‘Walter Jones doesn’t go along to
get along. He bases his actions on what is
constitutional and right, rather than toeing
blurred party lines,’ Jason Pye, a FreedomWorks
spokesman, said in a statement.”

Activists wave signs for U.S. Rep. George Holding (R-N.C.)

HEADLINE: GOP’s Davidson Wins Ohio Race
to Succeed Boehner.
“A FreedomWorks statement said the
8th District ‘will finally have a principled
conservative representing them.’”
Washington Times
“FreedomWorks endorses Arizona Rep. Paul
Gosar: FreedomWorks PAC is backing Gosar, a
House Freedom Caucus member, who’s facing
Ray Strauss, a Buckeye City Councilman and
a pastor who hasn’t raised more than $100,000
in the cycle so far. ‘Rep. Gosar understands
that in order for America to prosper, Congress
must pass pro-growth policies that reduce
tax burdens and slash bureaucratic red tape,’
the group’s chairman Adam Brandon said in a
statement.”

U.S. Rep. Walter Jones (R-N.C.)
Given U.S. Rep. Ellmers’ big government record – earning
a dismal 63 percent lifetime score on FreedomWorks’
Congressional Scorecard – U.S. Rep. Holding was the obvious
choice for North Carolina voters. U.S. Rep. Holding earned a 90
percent FreedomWorks score in 2015 and ultimately won the
primary with 53 percent of the vote.
In Congressional District 3, U.S. Rep. Walter Jones is a rare
example of a congressman who has grown more conservative
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over time. As a result, he’s become a perennial target for
the Washington, D.C. establishment.
FreedomWorks PAC sprung into action and U.S. Rep. Jones
was able to win his Congressional District 3 primary with an
even greater margin than in his 2014 primary.

OHIO CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 8
In June, FreedomWorks PAC-endorsed candidate Warren
Davidson won the primary in Ohio’s 8th Congressional
District over an establishment-backed opponent, putting the
seat once held by Speaker John Boehner in the hands of
the House Freedom Caucus!

ARIZONA CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICTS 4
AND 5
In a sign of things to come in 2018, the Washington
political establishment made a last-minute attempt to
target U.S. Rep. Paul Gosar (R-Ariz.) in his primary,
spending nearly $500,000 to boost his establishmentfriendly primary opponent.

Another success out of Arizona was Andy Biggs’ victory in
the Republican primary for the 5th Congressional District.
This open seat had been represented by Rep. Matt Salmon,
a House Freedom Caucus member, and keeping his seat in
the hands of the Freedom Movement was critical.
Again, the Washington political establishment favored
another candidate in this primary, but Biggs, who
FreedomWorks PAC endorsed in June, managed to pull out
a close victory in the primary. He won the General Election
with 64 percent of the vote.

U.S. Rep. Paul Gosar (R-Ariz.)

2016, of course, was supposed to be a “down year” for
Republicans. Hillary Clinton was supposed to win the White
House easily – and allies like U.S. Senator Marco Rubio and
Pat Toomey were supposed to be on the chopping block.
Instead, voters sent shockwaves throughout the political universe.
One of the biggest victories was U.S. Rep. Rod Blum’s
re-election on November 8 in Iowa’s First Congressional
District. A Member of the House Freedom Caucus, Blum
cruised to an 8-point victory in a district rated as a +5
Democrat district by the Cook Political Report.
This proves – just like so many other victories we saw in 2016
– that limited government principles resonate with voters.
Below is an overview of FreedomWorks PAC’s involvement
in the 2016 election cycle and the results:

FREEDOMWORKS
GENERAL ELECTION
Victories are denoted with a *

U.S. Representatives
Jim Banks (IN-3)*
Andy Biggs (AZ-5)*
Dave Brat (VA-7)*
Rod Blum (IA-1)*
Warren Davidson (OH-8)*
Ron DeSantis (FL-6)*
Scott Garrett (NJ-5)
Paul Gosar (AZ-4)*
Mike Johnson (LA-4)*
Barry Loudermilk (GA-11)*
Walter Jones (NC-3)*
Thomas Massie (KY-4)*
Danny Tarkanian (NV-3)
U.S. Senate
John Fleming (LA)
Darryl Glenn (CO)
Mike Lee (UT)*
Rand Paul (KY)*
Marco Rubio (FL)*
Pat Toomey (PA)*

FREEDOMWORKS = 15
BIG GOVERNMENT = 4

FreedomWorks PAC endorsed U.S. Rep. Gosar in August.
U.S. Rep. Gosar’s commitment to free market principles and
the Constitution clearly resonated with voters in Arizona’s
4th Congressional District, as he won the primary and
General Election with 71 percent of the vote.

2016 GENERAL ELECTION

Below is an overview of the investments made by our Super PAC, FreedomWorks for America,
during the 2016 election cycle:

CANDIDATE
Tim Huelskamp

STATE-DISTRICT

RESULT

KS-01

Loss

UT-Senate

WIN

Dave Brat

VA-07

WIN

Mark Meadows

NC-11

WIN

Rod Blum

IA-01

WIN

Thomas Massie

KY-04

WIN

George Holding

NC-02

WIN

Walter Jones

NC-03

WIN

Mike Crane

GA-03

Loss

Ron DeSantis

FL-06

WIN

Mike Johnson

LA-04

WIN

CO-Senate

Loss

OK-01

WIN

IN-03

WIN

Mike Lee

Darryl Glenn
Jim Bridenstine
Jim Banks
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LOOKING AHEAD
Will 2016 be just another historical footnote? Or will it mark a
rebirth of freedom and prosperity in the United States? It’s what
happens right now that will decide it all.
The same grassroots patriots who sent jaws dropping all over
the country, with their shocking defeat of Hillary Clinton in
2016, will once again help FreedomWorks ensure the incredible
opportunities we have today aren’t wasted.
It’s our hope that one year from now, we’ll have much to
celebrate as we review successes on the key battles we’re
currently taking on.

FREEDOMWORKS, INC.
WORKING TO WIN ON POLICY
Fighting to Deliver on the Freedom Agenda: Republican
control of both chambers in the 115th Congress and a
Republican White House brings opportunities to put America
back on a sustainable course by enacting pro-growth economic
policies and reining in the regulatory state.
FreedomWorks is seeking to influence federal legislation and policy
discussion in the 115th Congress through the Freedom Agenda.
At the core of FreedomWorks’ Freedom Agenda is a set of
ten attainable policies that restores the separation of powers,
encourages prosperity, and promotes opportunity through
economic freedom, which you’ll see to the right.
The grassroots are starving for meaningful ideas and leadership
that will restore prosperity and opportunity for all Americans.
Our Freedom Agenda represents a starting point for the
grassroots and fiscal conservatives in Congress to begin to
address the long-term challenges that face our nation.

2017
FREEDOMWORKS’ 2017
FREEDOM AGENDA
Repealing ObamaCare and replacing it with a
patient-centered alternative that promotes health
care freedom.

Bringing fundamental, pro-growth tax reform that
simplifies and creates fairness in the tax code.

Reining in the Executive Branch and regulatory
agencies by requiring that any rule or regulation with
an annual economic impact of $100 million or more
be subject to congressional approval.

Restoring accountability at the Federal Reserve by
opening up its books to Congress and requiring
regular audits.

Returning control of education to the states.

Reversing the Chevron doctrine, which requires
courts to defer to the interpretations of federal
agencies when Congress has not spoken clearly,
and allow courts to decide cases that involve
agencies based on merits, not in a way designed to
protect bureaucracy.

Ending federal bailouts for politically-connected
industries and reducing subsidies to foment
competition in the marketplace.

IN THE NEWS
OP-ED: “Republicans: Look to States for
Policy Innovation.” - by Adam Brandon

Establishing work-requirements for welfare and
provide training and job search assistance to
welfare recipients to help them find employment.
Repealing the so-called “Wall Street Reform and
Consumer Protection Act,” or Dodd-Frank, and
harmful regulations enacted by it.
Reducing federal spending by adopting a Swiss-style
“debt brake” law that caps outlays as a percentage
of potential gross domestic product.

7 FOR ‘17:

AN AGENDA FOR THE STATES
In addition to ongoing battles in Washington, D.C., FreedomWorks
has the opportunity to put real wins on the board at the state
level. Through partnerships with state-based think tanks, policy
organizations, and grassroots groups, FreedomWorks’ 7 for ‘17:
An Agenda for the States focuses on seven key issues that will
come up in state legislatures across the country.
States are the laboratories of policy innovation, and if conservatives
and libertarians hope to move good policy in Congress, the states
provide an extraordinary opportunity to build a groundswell of
support and show that freedom works.

1. PROTECTING THE FIRST AMENDMENT

2. IMPROVING EDUCATION OPPORTUNITY

3. STICKING UP FOR THE SHARING
ECONOMY

4. HEALTHCARE FREEDOM

5. SUSTAINABLE PENSION REFORM

6. PRESERVING CIVIL LIBERTIES

7. REDUCING TAXES
& FENDING OFF REGULATIONS
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FREEDOMWORKS
FOUNDATION:
UNWINDING THE
REGULATORY STATE

The incoming Trump administration is making repeal of
major regulations and Executive Orders a top priority.
FreedomWorks Foundation’s Regulatory Action Center
stands ready to mobilize in 2017 to drive comments to
federal agencies to reduce the regulatory burden on
Americans.
FreedomWorks Foundation is already working with
numerous state attorneys general to look for opportunities
to challenge unconstitutional federal regulations, which
will only help the Trump administration as it seeks to
unwind the ball of bureaucratic red tape that continues to
strangle our economy.
FreedomWorks Foundation’s Regulatory Action Center
will also work to raise awareness of the regulatory state
and the dangers it represents, track pending rules from
federal departments and agencies – all while providing
online policy education on regulatory issues to our activist
community in our march to become conservatives’ go-to
source for information regarding federal regulations.
In addition to battling the regulatory state, FreedomWorks
Foundation will ramp up efforts to educate the public
through our Generational Theft Project and our Digital Bill
of Rights campaign.
FreedomWorks University will create two new full-scale
courses, including:
1.

A course based on FreedomWorks’ Pro-Growth
Pledge taught by Steve Forbes, Larry Kudlow, Art
Laffer, and Steve Moore;

2.

A course showing activists how Congress really works
covering appropriations, the committee process, how
bills get to the floor, the role of the grassroots, and the
most effective ways to communicate with Congress.

FreedomWorks D.C. Activist Bootcamp

FREEDOMWORKS PAC
AND FREEDOMWORKS
FOR AMERICA:
CONTINUING OUR
MOMENTUM

Vacancies left by President Trump’s appointments will
have big government forces salivating at the chance
of increasing their numbers – as will the unexpected
retirements and resignations that happen every Congress.
We’re going to have to work as hard as ever to ensure we
keep the momentum generated from the 2016 elections.
Alabama Senate: U.S. Sen. Jeff Sessions’ (R-Ala.)
appointment as Attorney General could lead to an
interesting race to replace him. While some expect
moderate Republican Gov. Robert Bentley to appoint a
moderate, this race will likely result in a 2018 showdown
regardless of who he appoints.
Attorney General Luther Strange, a strong conservative
who has been actively fighting the federal regulatory
state, has said he is running no matter what. U.S. Rep.
Gary Palmer, who has a 91 percent lifetime score with
FreedomWorks, is another conservative who could run.
Other potential candidates, including U.S. Reps. Martha
Roby and Robert Aderholt, could be appointed to the seat
or run. This race is expected to coincide with the 2018
midterm primaries. The Republican nominee would be a
heavy favorite in this traditionally red state.
Kansas’ 4th Congressional District: The race to replace
U.S. Rep. Mike Pompeo (R-Kans.), who was tapped to
serve as President Trump’s CIA Director, could bring a
crowded field. Kansas State Treasurer Ron Estes is a
potential candidate, as are outgoing state Reps. Mark
Kahrs and Mark Hutton, State Senate President Susan
Wagle, State Sens. Michael O’Donnell and Ty Masterson,
and Trump campaign coalitions director Allan Cobb.
The Cook Political Report ranks this district as R+14. Gov.
Sam Brownback must call a Special Election within five
days of the vacancy. The Special Election would be held
within 45 to 60 days after the announcement is made.
Georgia’s 6th Congressional District: This seat will be
vacated upon the confirmation of U.S. Rep. Tom Price as
Secretary of Health and Human Services. With a Cook
ranking of R+14, this race also promises to bring a crowded
field. Former Georgia Secretary of State Karen Handel – who
unsuccessfully ran for Governor and U.S. Senate in 2010 and
2014 – lives in this district and is actively considering a run.
While State Sen. Betty Price, wife of U.S. Rep. Tom Price,
was considered a candidate, the Prices were strong
supporters of Handel’s bids for Governor and Senate. If

Handel is running, State Sen. Price isn’t. State Sen. Judson
Hill has already announced his bid. Hill voted for Georgia’s
largest tax hike and introduced a RomneyCare-style bill in
2007. Former State Sen. Dan Moody, who could self-fund, is
considering a run. Trump campaign diversity director Bruce
LeVell is also considering a bid for this seat, as are state Rep.
Chuck Martin and State Sens. Brandon Beach and John
Albers. This trio of state legislators have a reputation of being
fairly moderate on fiscal issues. Gov. Nathan Deal is required
to call a Special Election at least 30 days after the vacancy.
If no candidate receives a majority of votes in the Special
Election, a runoff is required, per Georgia election law.
South Carolina’s 6th Congressional District: While we’re
sad to see U.S. Rep. Mick Mulvaney (R-S.C.) – who has
a 95 percent lifetime score with FreedomWorks – leave
Congress, we know that America’s fiscal posture during
the Trump Administration is in good hands.
Still, Rep. Mulvaney’s looming departure from Congress
leaves us with a seat to fill. State Reps. Ralph Norman,
Gary Simrill, and Tommy Pope are all potential candidates.
Chad Connelly, the former RNC faith-based outreach
director is also rumored to be a candidate. The Cook
Political Report pegs this district as R+9.
Montana’s At-Large Congressional District: U.S. Rep.
Ryan Zinke’s departure for the Department of the Interior
gives us a real opportunity to put a fiscal conservative in
this R+7 seat, which represents the entire state.
U.S. Rep. Zinke has a 67 percent lifetime score with
FreedomWorks. State Auditor-elect Matt Rosendale
is considered a potential candidate, as is moderate
State Senator Ed Buttrey. Greg Gianforte, who made an
unsuccessful bid for Governor in 2016, is also a potential
candidate. State Rep. Daniel Zolnikov, who is being urged
to run, is known to have a libertarian streak and is barely
30 years old. The Special Election for this seat would be
held between 85 and 100 days after Rep. Zinke resigns,
with the nominations to be conducted by respective
political party conventions.
Texas’ 3rd Congressional District: Not long after the 115th
Congress began, U.S. Rep. Sam Johnson announced that
he will retire at the end of his tem.
Possible candidates for this seat include State
Representatives Pat Fallon, Jodie Laubenberg, Matt
Leach, and Matt Shaheen and former State Sen. Florence
Shapiro. Plano Mayor Harry LaRosiliere is also considered
a potential candidate. This district has a Cook rating of
R+17. While U.S. Rep. Johnson has an 84 percent lifetime
score with FreedomWorks, the strong Republican tilt of this
district makes it a real opportunity to elect someone who
would consistently score 90 percent or higher.
Oklahoma Attorney General: The vacancy to replace
Attorney General Scott Pruitt, who has been named as
President Trump’s EPA chief, is a race we’ll be keeping an
eye on throughout this year and into 2018. Gov. Mary Fallin
would pick a successor who would fill the remainder of
Scott Pruitt’s term, which expires in January 2019.
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FREEDOMWORKS
ORGANIZED FOR LIBERTY

501(C)(4) ORGANIZATION

501(C)(3) ORGANIZATION

4 Donations of any amount

4 Donations of any amount

4 Donations from corporations and gifts of stock

4 Donations from corporations and gifts of stock

4 Confidential giving (no public disclosure rules)

4 Confidential giving (no public disclosure rules)

4 Contributions used to pass/defeat legislation

4 Tax-deductible

6 Donations to support or oppose candidates

6 Contributions used to pass/defeat legislation

6 Tax-deductible

6 Donations to support or oppose candidates

FEDERAL POLITICAL ACTION COMMITTEE

FREEDOMWORKS FOR AMERICA

4 Federal Contribution limit of $5,000
per individual, $10,000 per couple

Section 527 “Super PAC”

4 Donations of any amount

4 Donations to support or oppose candidates

4 Donations to support or oppose candidates

6 Donations from corporations

4 Donations from corporations

6 Tax-deductible

6 Tax-deductible

6 Contributions used to pass/defeat legislation

6 Contributions used to pass/defeat legislation

We are required to report the name, address,
occupation and employer of all donors who
contribute over $200 in a calendar year

We are required to report the name, address,
occupation and employer of all donors who
contribute over $200 in a calendar year

“OPPORTUNITY IS MISSED BY MOST PEOPLE BECAUSE
IT IS DRESSED IN OVERALLS AND LOOKS LIKE WORK.”
THOMAS EDISON
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LEADERSHIP
FREEDOMWORKS

JOAN CARTER

FreedomWorks, Inc. Chair
Joan Carter is co-founder and President of UM Holdings Ltd., a private company that
has owned and operated over 30 businesses since it began in 1973. In the current
portfolio is Cybex, a manufacturer of commercial fitness equipment sold globally. Ms.
Carter serves as Vice Chairman of the Cybex Board as well as on the Board of EHE
International, the nation’s oldest and largest provider of physical examinations, also
owned and operated by UM Holdings.
Ms. Carter is a Board member of the Penn Mutual Life Insurance Company, and is
former Chairman of the Board of Directors of the Federal Reserve Bank of Philadelphia.
A graduate of the College of Wooster, she currently serves on that school’s Board of
Trustees and is the immediate past President of the Union League of Philadelphia, the
first woman President in the League’s 150 year history.

ADAM BRANDON

FreedomWorks, Inc. President & CEO
As FreedomWorks’ President, Adam Brandon focuses on directing priorities
between each department and concentrates his efforts to match up the institution’s
goals with the resources available. Previously, Adam served as the executive vice
president of FreedomWorks. Adam graduated with a B.A. from George Washington
University and holds a M.A. from George Washington University, a M.A. from
Jagiellonian University, and a M.A. from Georgetown University.

STEPHEN MOORE

FreedomWorks, Inc. Senior Economic Advisor
Stephen Moore is the senior economic contributor for FreedomWorks. He
communicates FreedomWorks’ vision for a pro-growth economic agenda to
grassroots activists and media nationwide, as well as conducting original economic
analysis. Stephen previously served as president of the Club for Growth, chief
economist of the Heritage Foundation, and as a member of the Wall Street Journal
editorial board.

KEN CUCCINELLI, II

FreedomWorks Foundation, General Counsel to the Regulatory Action Center
Ken served as the Virginia Attorney General from 2009 to 2013 and as a State
Senator from 2002 to 2009. During his time in office, Ken fought against federal
regulatory overreach, especially targeting excessive EPA regulations which hurt
businesses. Ken was the first Attorney General in the country to challenge the
constitutionality of Obamacare by filing a lawsuit just hours after the Affordable
Care Act was passed.

JOHN CAMPBELL

FreedomWorks, Inc., Vice President of Marketing
Prior to joining Freedomworks, John worked at a Pollie Award-winning Republican
consulting shop, and served as communications director for a Republican Cook
County Commissioner.

JASON PYE

FreedomWorks, Inc., Director of Public Policy and Legislative Affairs
Jason Pye provides policy and legislative analysis for FreedomWorks, promotes the
organization’s policy agenda on Capitol Hill, and works with allied congressional
staffers to build support for their legislative priorities with the organization’s
grassroots community.

PARISSA SEDGHI

FreedomWorks, Inc., Director of Development
Parissa Sedghi works closely with major investors to make sure they stay
informed and know how their investments are being spent. She is integral to the
development of new and productive donor relations.

ANDREW SMITH

FreedomWorks, Inc., Vice President of Technology and Analysis
Andrew Smith has served the organization for more than 16 years. In his current
capacity, Andrew ensures that the organization uses the best available technology
to support its mission and programs. He also measures program performance to
ensure that the organization is operating at optimal levels.

NOAH WALL

FreedomWorks, Inc., National Director of Campaigns
Noah Wall is responsible for creating and implementing FreedomWorks’ grassroots
strategy, which includes educating, training, and organizing events for the
FreedomWorks activist community. Before joining FreedomWorks, Noah served
as the political director for former Virginia Attorney General and 2013 Republican
Virginia gubernatorial nominee, Ken Cuccinelli.
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Adam Brandon, CEO
400 North Capitol Street, NW
Suite 765
Washington, DC 20001

QUESTIONS?

Please contact Parissa Sedghi at (202) 942-7645

The portions of this report related to political activities were paid for by FreedomWorks PAC
and FreedomWorks for America. Not authorized by any candidate or candidate’s committee.
www.FreedomWorksPAC.org; www.FreedomWorksforAmerica.org

