


2017 FREEDOM AGENDA

America faces significant long-term constitutional and 
economic challenges that are unique in its history. These 
challenges are a threat to the vision of limited government 
and individual freedom that the framers of the Constitution 
left for future generations of Americans. 

A federal government 
with limited and specific 
designated powers and a Bill 
of Rights that recognizes 
and protects liberties 
are what makes America 
exceptional. Unfortunately, 
these cornerstones of 
our republic have been 
undermined by presidential 
administrations and 
bureaucrats in an effort to 
slowly centralize power into 
the executive branch. 

Far too often, Congress sits on its hands and defers to the 
president and regulatory agencies. This inaction has given 
birth to the federal regulatory state, an unconstitutional 
fourth branch of the federal government that costs the 
economy nearly $2 trillion annually.

Congress must draw a line in the sand on executive power. 
Each president takes the power left by his or her predecessor 
as a floor, not a ceiling, and expands the reach of the 
executive branch. Only the legislative branch can make law, 
according to Article I of the Constitution, which delegates 
specific powers to Congress. If limitations on the executive 
branch and regulatory state are not enforced, the notion 
of the separation of powers, a cornerstone of our founding 
document, becomes meaningless. 

Freedom is never more than one generation away from extinction. We didn’t pass it to our children in the 
bloodstream. It must be fought for, protected, and handed on for them to do the same, or one day we will 
spend our sunset years telling our children and our children’s children what it was once like in the United 
States where men were free.” — Ronald Reagan

These policy principles will: 

Repeal ObamaCare and replace it with 
a patient-centered alternative that 
promotes health care freedom.

Bring fundamental, pro-growth tax 
reform that simplifies and creates 
fairness in the tax code. 

Reverse the Chevron doctrine, which 
requires courts to defer to the 
interpretations of federal agencies 
when Congress has not spoken clearly, 
and allow courts to decide cases that 
involve agencies based on merits, not in 
a way designed to protect bureaucracy.

Return control of education to the states. 
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Just as consequential 
is the growth of federal 
spending, which is 
driven by the growth of 
entitlement programs 
and interest on the 
national debt. According 
to the Congressional 
Budget Office, the budget 
deficit for FY 2016 will 
reach nearly $600 billion, 
equivalent to 3.2 percent 
of gross domestic 
product (GDP), and the 
public’s share of the 
national debt will reach 
76.6 percent of GDP. 

By FY 2026, just ten short years away, federal spending is 
projected to rise to $6.235 trillion. Despite tax revenues 
above the recent historical average, the budget deficit will 
exceed $1.2 trillion, or 4.6 percent of GDP. The public’s share 
of the debt will rise to 85.5 percent of the economy. 

Protect free speech by stopping the 
IRS from collecting and releasing 
information about donors to tax-
exempt organizations.

Restore Americans’ confidence in 
the Federal Reserve by opening up 
its books to Congress and requiring 
regular audits.

Rein in the executive branch and 
regulatory agencies by requiring that 
any rule or regulation with an annual 
economic impact of $100 million or more 
be subject to congressional approval.
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Eliminate the federal middleman in 
transportation funding and return 
vital transportation and infrastructure 
decisions to the states.

Projected budget 
deficit:

Public’s share 
of GDP:

$6
00

 B
ill

io
n

$1
.2

 T
ri

lli
on

2016

PROJECTED GROWTH OF FEDERAL SPENDING:

76.6%

2026

85%



2017 FREEDOM AGENDA

Reduce federal spending by adopting a 
Swiss-style “debt brake” law that caps 
outlays as a percentage of potential 
gross domestic product.

The trajectory America is currently 
on is unsustainable. Bold ideas are 
needed to put our nation on a course 
that restores economic freedom, 
prosperity, and brings back to life the 
spirit of entrepreneurship that made 
our nation the envy of the world.

The mission of FreedomWorks is to build, educate, and mobilize the largest 
network of activists advocating the principles of smaller government, lower 
taxes, free markets, personal liberty, and the rule of law.

Establish work-requirements for 
welfare and provide training and job 
search assistance to welfare recipients 
to help them find employment.

Repeal the so-called “Wall Street 
Reform and Consumer Protection 
Act,” or Dodd-Frank, and harmful 
regulations enacted by it. 

End federal bailouts for politically-
connected industries and reduce subsidies 
to foment competition in the marketplace.

As more Americans retire 
and budget deficits grow, 
absent action by Congress 
to fundamentally reform 
entitlements, federal 
spending will continue to 
rise and the public’s share 
of the debt will continue 
to grow. 

Over the course of 
the past eight years, 
Americans have seen 
lackluster economic 
growth. In fact, the 

economy has not experienced growth of 3 percent or above 
since 2006. Americans saw consecutive years of $1 trillion 
budget deficits, hundreds of billions of dollars worth of 
regulations, and stagnant wage growth. 

These are the long-term challenges before America, but the 
freedom movement has an opportunity to address these 
challenges and change the direction in which our nation is 
headed. 

The new political reality makes it absolutely possible to 
achieve real policy change in 2017 and 2018. To this end, 
FreedomWorks introduces the Freedom Agenda.

At the core of FreedomWorks’ Freedom Agenda is a set of 
attainable policy principles that restores the separation of 
powers, encourages prosperity, and promotes opportunity 
through economic freedom.
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