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2016’s Key Focus:  
Mobilizing for a  
Pro-Growth Agenda
Americans are hungry for a new path forward from President Obama’s failing 
interventionist economic policies.

FreedomWorks is leading the way.

Thanks to the support of FreedomWorks’ generous supporters, we’ve already 
made a massive impact in the first half of 2016 -- as you’ll see in the following 
pages.  But with less than 100 days until the election in November, there’s 
much more work to be done.

Already, FreedomWorks has published two booklets, Pro-Growth Agenda 
Part One: Problems and Pro-Growth Agenda Part Two: Solutions, authored by 
Stephen Moore, our senior economic contributor, that identifies the policies 
ailing our economy and what’s needed to restore economic growth through 
free market solutions. 

FreedomWorks wants to be the institution of real solutions and real change.  
That’s why we’ve distributed more than 11,000 copies of these booklets, which 
form the foundation of our Pro-Growth Pledge.

This pledge is designed to pressure Congress into support for pro-growth 
policies. The Pro-Growth Pledge lays out an agenda that presents a stark 
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for a Pro-Growth Agenda
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The mission of FreedomWorks is to 
build, educate, and mobilize the largest 
network of activists advocating the 
principles of smaller government, lower 
taxes, free markets, personal liberty, and 
the rule of law.

FreedomWorks Senior Economic Contributor, Stephen Moore, spoke to activists during 
the DC Fly-in.



contrast to the economic status quo. It provides House fiscal conservatives with a clear 
list of actionable policies that they can support -- including fundamental tax reform, 
regulatory reform, energy freedom, and patient-centered heath care reform.

FreedomWorks formally rolled out the Pro-Growth Pledge in June, and several leading 
conservatives have already signed on the dotted line.

These pledge signings are only the beginning. 

We have more than a dozen other commitments, and we plan to add more signers in 
the third quarter. The pledge will show these fiscal conservatives’ constituents and the 
media that they are committed to policies that will promote prosperity and opportunity 
for all Americans. 

We’re continuing to leverage grassroots activism to pressure even more Members of 
Congress to sign the pledge, and taking our Pro-Growth agenda to the media.

For example, Stephen Moore authored an op-ed in the Washington Times entitled “Why 
tax rate cuts work,” and Adam Brandon placed an op-ed in Fox News entitled “America 
desperately needs relief from regulations. Ryan’s plan is a good place to start.”

The end goal is to roll back burdensome regulations and taxes and restore economic 
freedom in America with meaningful policy change. FreedomWorks’ Pro-Growth Pledge 
is just the start.

FEDERAL LEGISLATIVE 
EFFORTS
FreedomWorks-Backed Legislation on the Move

FreedomWorks’ legislative team continues to identify and support legislation that 
advances fiscally conservative and free market principles, limited government, and 
personal freedom.  They also target and mobilize against bad policy that grows 
government and undermines our liberties.

In the second quarter, we saw victories, including the passage of the Email Privacy Act 
and the Preventing IRS Abuse and Protecting Free Speech Act in the House. There 
were, however, reminders of the work we have in front of us to make freedom work.

FreedomWorks staff kept supporters up-to-date with urgent alerts on key 
Congressional actions, including:

Supporting H.R. 699, the Email Privacy Act, a bill that would make needed updates to 
the Electronic Communications Privacy Act (ECPA) passed by Congress 30 years ago. 
The legislation passed the House by a vote of 419-0.

Supporting S. J. Res. 28, a resolution designed to roll back an unnecessary, expensive, 
and duplicative federal regulation on catfish at the U.S. Department of Agriculture.  The 
resolution would save taxpayers $14.4 million.  Federal regulations like this one are part 
of the regulatory state that burdens individuals and the economy with complex and 
expensive rules.

Issuing a key vote alert in support of H.R. 5053, the Preventing IRS Abuse and 
Protecting Free Speech Act, introduced by Rep. Peter Roskam (R-Ill.). This bill would 
stop the IRS from collecting and releasing information about donors to tax-exempt 

Congressman Mark Sanford (R-S.C.)

Pro-Growth 
Pledge: Signing on 
the Dotted Line
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Congressman Dave Brat (R-Va.)

Congressman Paul Gosar (R-Ariz.)
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“FreedomWorks has 
tirelessly fought for 
economic freedom, 
which helps Americans 
of every class better 
themselves.”

MAY - JULY 2016

organizations, which has a chilling effect on political speech. The bill passed the House 
by a vote of 240-182.

FreedomWorks Recognizes Taxpayers’ Best Friends

FreedomWorks continued to provide essential support for House fiscal conservatives 
-- the conscience of the lower chamber. These members are working hard to promote 
economic growth, fight executive overreach, and, when necessary, take on the 
leadership of their own party. 

During each month of the second quarter, we highlighted the work of a specific fiscal 
conservative in the House, showing who taxpayers can count on in Washington to 
protect them. 

April’s Congressman of the Month: John Ratcliffe (R-Texas) 
FreedomWorks selected Rep. John Ratcliffe for his work to rein in the out of control 
regulatory state through the Separation of Powers Restoration Act, H.R. 4768. Boasting 
more than 110 co-sponsors, the bill is an important part of the Article I Project, which 
seeks to restore the legislative branch’s proper role as an equal branch of government.  

May’s Congressman of the Month: Rep. Jim Bridenstine (R-Okla.) 
Rep. Jim Bridenstine’s belief in free market values, entrepreneurship, and fiscal 
constraint are consistently evident with legislation he supports and introduces in 
Congress. For his commitment to limited government and free markets, FreedomWorks 
chose Rep. Bridenstine as the Congressman of the Month in May.  

June’s Congressman of the Month: Rep. Mark Sanford (R-S.C.)  
Rep. Mark Sanford, a champion for fiscal responsibility, earned FreedomWorks’ 
Congressman of the Month honor for his work to eliminate an egregious earmark in the 
National Defense Authorization Act (NDAA) that would cost taxpayers over $300 million. 
Although the effort was unsuccessful, Rep. Sanford’s valiant effort to target cronyism 
was deserving of recognition.

Strengthening Coalitions

A key part of FreedomWorks’ activities is coordination with allied organizations 
on a wide range of issues, from cutting waste in spending bills to action against 
regulatory proposals that would harm consumers and the economy to congressional 
investigations into misconduct. Here’s a sampling of the coalitions FreedomWorks 
joined in the second quarter. 

In May, FreedomWorks joined a coalition of conservative groups urging Speaker Ryan to 
bring the Stopping EPA Overreach Act to the floor of the House for a vote. The legislation 
would clarify that the federal government, including the Environmental Protection Agency, 
has no authority to regulate greenhouse gas emissions. 

Also in May, FreedomWorks joined 104 conservative movement leaders, organizations, 
and lawyers urging House Oversight and Government Reform Committee Chairman 
Jason Chaffetz to request a congressional hearing into whether the attorneys general 
of California and New York had broken federal donor confidentiality laws to stifle free 
speech and to explore enhanced penalties for violations of these statutes.

In June, FreedomWorks, stood with a coalition of groups urging Members of the House 
to vote for the Preventing IRS Abuse and Protecting Free Speech Act.   This bill would 
stop the IRS from collecting and releasing information about donors to tax-exempt 
organizations, which has a chilling effect on political speech.

What Members of  
Congress are Saying
Rep. Jim Jordan (R-Ohio)
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Rep. Dave Brat (R-Va.)

“I want to thank 
FreedomWorks for its 
efforts on this pledge 
and what they’re doing 
to educate and train 
conservative activists  

to fight for the cause of freedom.” 

Sen. Rand Paul (R-Ky.)

“I’ve been in and out 
and I’ve seen how 
FreedomWorks has 
worked across the 
country and I think 
they’ve done a great job 
of mobilizing people.” 

Rep. Mark Meadows (R-N.C.)

“FreedomWorks has 
been there when 
nobody else has been. 
And I want to just say 
a real thank you to 
FreedomWorks, all 

the ones who contribute, the emails, the 
grassroots support. I can tell you, when I 
feel alone, I get an email or an encouraging 
note, from not only FreedomWorks but from 
thousands of activists across this country 
that let me know, fighting the good fight, 
that they have my back.” 



States are the laboratories of our Republic, often serving as 
a model for Congress on big issues. In the second quarter, 
FreedomWorks took action on several notable policy initiatives in 
state legislatures and promoted grassroots initiatives to build a 
tidal wave of support.

Missouri: FreedomWorks supported HCR 86, which would have 
given support to the push for federal term limits. Unfortunately, 
the clock ran out before the state House could act. But we drove 
1,205 phone calls and sent 1,334 messages to legislative leaders 
supporting term limits. The drive in Missouri puts our community 
in a strong position in the legislature’s next session. 

Pennsylvania: This is an ongoing campaign and is currently 
focused on a two-pronged goal of killing the state House’s 
unacceptable pension reform plan and passing the Senate’s 
plan, which will stabilize long-term risk and save Pennsylvania 
taxpayers $4 billion. The Senate plan would be one of the 
strongest pension reform plans in the country. Through the end 
of June, FreedomWorks has driven more than 21,000 emails to 
the state legislature. 

Ohio: FreedomWorks was an early backer of HB 347, a bill that 
would strengthen Fourth Amendment protections. Director of 
Communications Jason Pye appeared at a bipartisan press 
conference in September 2015 with the sponsor of the bill, 
state Rep. Rob McColley (R-Napoleon), the American Civil 
Liberties Union, the Institute for Justice, and the U.S. Justice 
Action Network. This legislation fundamentally reforms Ohio’s 
civil asset forfeiture laws to protect private property, the 
presumption of innocence, and due process. We mobilized our 
community through hundreds of emails and dozens of phone 
calls of support early on and after it cleared committee in May. 
We mobilized again as the bill came to the floor for a vote. The 
bill passed the Ohio House of Representatives just days after 
our May 21 rally in Columbus, at which state Rep. McColley 
mustered support for the bill with our activists. Our attention 
has turned to the Ohio Senate, where we’ve driven more than 
13,000 messages to the leadership from both parties and 
members of the State Senate Judiciary Committee. 
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Ultimately, real change will only occur in Washington, D.C. 
when politicians realize they have no choice but to deliver on 
the reforms the American people are demanding.  That’s why 
FreedomWorks’ continued efforts to educate, cultivate and 
mobilize grassroots patriots to action is so critical.

With so much at stake in 2016, FreedomWorks is expanding our 
grassroots-oriented events and trainings.

During the second quarter alone, FreedomWorks sponsored 
nearly 30 events in more than a dozen states. These events 
allowed us to interact with thousands of grassroots conservatives 
and libertarians. We kicked off the three-month period with our 
first grassroots activist fly-in of the year. Fifty-five activists visited 
our DC office for a weekend of education on signature initiatives 
and training. 

Below, you can see an overview of each of these events.

Summer Event Kick Off 

FreedomWorks kicked off a busy summer on Saturday, May 21. 
More than a dozen staffers attended events in four states, which 
you can review below. 

Building and Educating the Grassroots

At the Northern Virginia Tea Party Conference in Fairfax, Virginia, 
FreedomWorks’ Chief Economist Wayne Brough showed activists 
how to drive comments to regulation-happy executive-level agencies 
through FreedomWorks Foundation’s Regulatory Action Center. 
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Southeast Regional Director Allen Page and Grassroots 
Coordinator Kathy Hartkopf handed out literature on 
FreedomWorks’ Pro-Growth Agenda and Common Core while 
attending the Missouri Republican Party State Convention in 
Branson, Missouri, which hosted hundreds of conservative 
activists and party delegates.

Constitution Revival Tour

FreedomWorks kicked off the Constitution Revival Tour in May, 
launching a five-city, four-state swing. The event was the first 
in a string of planned events designed to educate activists on 
signature initiatives, including the Pro-Growth Agenda and our 
justice reform project, Justice for All. 

May 21, Columbus, Ohio

The Buckeye Institute’s Daniel Dew explained Ohio’s recodification 
effort and justice reinvestment initiative, which are reducing 
recidivism, keeping crime rates down, and saving taxpayers money. 

Sirius XM radio host Andrew Wilkow emceed the event and spoke 
about the failures of socialism in Venezuela, underscoring the 
need to pressure Congress for free market policies.

FreedomWorks Director of Communications Jason Pye spoke 
about efforts to reform the justice system and fix federal and state 
forfeiture laws. 

State Rep. Rob McColley (R-Napoleon) thanked the crowd of 
150 FreedomWorks activists for their efforts supporting his bill to 
reform Ohio’s civil asset forfeiture laws  (H.B. 347)
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Senior Fellow Rev. C.L. Bryant explains the danger our country 
faces if we don’t keep pressure on the Senate to not hold hearings 
or votes on President Barack Obama’s nominee. 

June 11, Harrisburg, Pennsylvania

FreedomWorks visited with 120 activists in Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 
on Saturday, June 11 for the second stop of the Constitution Revival 
Tour. We were proud to bring back Andrew Wilkow to emcee the 
event and continue to promote our signature initiatives. 

Senior Economic Contributor Stephen Moore, an advisor 
to Donald Trump, gave an insider’s view of the presumptive 
Republican nominee’s economic agenda. 

Jason Pye detailed FreedomWorks’ work on criminal justice 
reform, including the “Clean Slate” legislation the organization is 
supporting in the Pennsylvania General Assembly. 

FreedomWorks activist and attorney Marc Scaringi explained 
why activists should support civil asset forfeiture reform in the 
Commonwealth and at the federal level, noting that this form of 
government overreach impacts innocent people.

Event emcee, Andrew Wilkow offered a passionate speech about 
the future of our Republic, explaining the dire need for activists to 
get involved by engaging lawmakers.

In Fresno, California, Vice President of Digital Advocacy, John 
Campbell attended the American Principles Institute Liberty 
Summit to link up and speak with Golden State activists. This is 
one of the largest gatherings of conservative activists in California.

FreedomWorks is planning more events for the Constitution 
Revival Tour this summer and into the fall, where we’ll continue 
to promote our key issues and educate activists so they can 
effectively engage their friends, families, and communities.  

Second Quarter Activist Fly-In

Needless to say, FreedomWorks’ office was more than a little 
packed in late June. 

In addition to the Blogger Summit -- which featured writers 
from nationally known blogs including RedState, HotAir, NRA 
News, Town Hall, and Reason Magazine for a day dedicated to 
sentencing reform, prison reform, and civil asset forfeiture reform  
-- we also hosted more than 60 of our super activists the same 
weekend for our second quarter fly-in. 



The event kicked off on Friday, June 24 with a happy hour, which 
we’ve found is critical to allowing activists and bloggers to loosen 
up and really get to know each other face-to-face, and prepare 
them for a busy weekend of learning and networking.
Saturday, super activists had a busy day hearing about top 
FreedomWorks’ initiatives, including:

• Criminal Justice Reform as explained by Communications 
Director Jason Pye, Justice Reform Analyst Christina 
Delgado, and our friends at Families Against Mandatory 
Minimums and the U.S. Justice Network;

• Regulatory threats to the tech sector as explained by eBay 
and the R Street Institute;

• The FreedomWorks Foundation’s work with state attorneys 
general from Foundation General Counsel, Ken Cuccinelli.

On Sunday, activists were given a crash course on successful 
marketing, reaching out to millennials and becoming advocates 
for freedom online.

Then over dinner Sunday, our super activists were treated 
to an insider view of Donald Trump’s economic plan from 
FreedomWorks’ senior economic advisor, Stephen Moore, who 
also serves as an economic advisor to Mr. Trump.

Upcoming and “In-Process” Events 

Over the next few months, FreedomWorks will continue a furious 
pace holding events around the country -- from FreedomFest in 
Las Vegas to the RedState gathering in Denver.  

During such a critical election year, grassroots energy will be sky 
high. To take advantage of that enthusiasm, FreedomWorks has a 
busy schedule of events in the coming weeks, including:

July 13 -16: FreedomFest

July 15:  Rep. David Schweikert (Ariz. – 5) 
  Pro-Economic Growth Pledge Signing

July 26-30: Young Americans for Liberty National  
  Convention

July 26:  Rep. John Fleming (La.-4) Pro-Economic  
  Growth Pledge Signing

July 30:  Constitution Revival Tour – Sacramento, CA

August 12: 2016 Red State Gathering, Denver, CO

August 16: Rep. Randy Weber (Texas-14) 
  Pro-Economic Growth Pledge Signing

August 18-21: Summer 2016 Chicago Activist Boot Camp

August 23: Rep. Ron DeSantis (Fla.-5) 
  Pro-Economic Growth Pledge Signing

August 25: Rep. Barry Loudermilk (Ga.-11) 
  Pro-Economic Growth Pledge Signing

August 31: Rep. Jody Hice (Ga.-10) 
  Pro-Economic Growth Pledge Signing

FreedomWorks’ summer intern class excited to get to work.
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Thank You!
The accomplishments you’ve seen here are due solely to the generosity of 
investors like you who make all of this possible.

FreedomWorks will continue to keep you updated on the incredible impact 
your support is making quarterly to ensure you’re kept as up-to-date as 
possible on all of our most critical initiatives.

As the clock ticks closer to November 2016, it’s never been more critical 
we continue our work leading the fight for conservative principles. 

Your support will be invaluable in this effort.

400 NORTH CAPITOL STREET, NW, SUITE 765, WASHINGTON, DC 20001 
TOLL FREE 1.888.564.6273 • LOCAL 202.783.3870

Photos by Gage Skidmore


