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THERE’S ONE QUESTION THAT I GET ASKED A LOT:  
WHAT SHOULD MY OPT-IN OFFER BE?

The reason this is such an important question is because your opt-in offer needs 
to accomplish a few things:

•	 Attract your right people
•	 Provide a lot of value
•	 Allow you to showcase what makes you special
•	 Be something that you can create in a relatively short amount of time

It’s a tall order! But the awesome thing is that when you get it right, subscribers 
start rolling in!

This	is	why	I’m	here	to	help	you	craft	an	opt-in	offer	your	audience	will	love.	 
Read	on	to	learn	exactly	what	steps	to	take.
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THE PURPOSE OF AN OPT-IN OFFER

The	internet	is	a	noisy	place.	To	grab	your	audience’s	attention,	it’s	important	to	
offer	them	something	that	stops	them	in	their	tracks	and	gets	them	intrigued.

Giving	away	free,	valuable	content	is	a	proven	way	to	attract	potential	clients.

In exchange for your valuable content, your subscribers give you their name and 
email	address.	And	email	is	the	best	place	to	build	your	customer	base	because	
email	subscribers	are	known	to	spend	more.

Plus, when people opt-in, it allows you to engage your newest audience members 
with autoresponders and newsletter updates so that you can begin to nurture a 
relationship	with	them.	

It’s a win-win!

CREATING AN OPT-IN THAT YOUR FOLLOWERS ACTUALLY WANT

There are a few things you can do to ensure that the time you spend on your offer 
doesn’t	go	to	waste.	The	goal	is	to	create	something	your	audience	wants	and	
needs	that	also	showcases	your	expertise.

To	create	your		perfect	offer,	follow	these	steps.

BRAINSTORMING YOUR OPT-IN OFFER

Step 1: Start by understanding the problems that your potential clients are 
facing right now.
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Ask yourself the following questions: 

•	 What’s a micro-problem you can help them solve quickly and effectively?
•	 What’s	a	small	challenge	they	just	can’t	figure	out?
•	 What tip or trick are they missing that would help them take a step forward?

Sometimes it helps to think about friends, family, or people you might run into in 
public.

I	like	to	use	a	backyard	barbecue	example.	Imagine	you	were	at	a	backyard	 
barbecue	and	someone	asks	you	what	you	do.	You	tell	them	your	summary	and	
they are intrigued – so much so that they have questions! 

You	obviously	won’t	go	deep	and	coach	them	in	public,	but	you	could	give	them	a	
tip	(or	five)	to	get	started.	What	questions	would	they	ask,	and	what	on-the-spot	
advice	could	you	give	them?	That’s	often	a	perfect	opt-in	offer.

Step 2: Circle the ones you’re inspired to tackle. 

If you’re having trouble picking just one, choose the one that you’re most excited 
to	write	about.	The	energy	and	positivity	that	will	come	through	in	your	writing	
will	make	it	a	sure	winner.

Step 3: Choose the ONE that you think will benefit your clients the most.

Keep in mind that whatever you choose should be something that you could  
create	in	just	a	day	or	two.	If	you	can,	try	to	avoid	a	major	undertaking	like	a	
course	or	eBook.
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Here are some examples of the types of opt-in offers you can create:

•	 “How-To” Resource: you can offer a cheat sheet, short guide,  
or step-by-step instructions

•	 Worksheet:	something	they	can	print	and	fill	out	on	their	own	 
as	a	way	to	find	answers

•	 Checklist: a printable list of things to keep them on task
•	 Audio Recording: this could be a guided meditation, a recording  

of	a	teleconference,	etc.
•	 Video Tutorial: this is a great way to talk your clients through a process or 

show them a visual representation of your teachings
•	 Toolkit: list the tools you use regularly

CREATING YOUR OPT-IN OFFER

Now that you’ve determined exactly what your opt-in offer will be, it’s time to  
create	it!	And	remember,	this	shouldn’t	take	a	ton	of	time.

Step 1: Decide how you want to deliver your content.

Here are the most popular options:

•	 PDF: this is the easiest option and requires the least amount of time and 
resources.	This	is	a	good	option	for	most	beginners.

•	 Audio:	this	is	another	great	option,	as	long	as	your	audio	is	clear.
•	 Video: if you’re comfortable in front of the camera, consider creating  

a	short	video.
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Step 2: Create your content

Now it’s time to dive in and create your PDF, audio, or video!

There are two ways you can do this:

1.	 You	can	create	it	yourself
2.	 You	can	hire	someone	to	create	it	for	you	(meaning	they	design	 

the	PDF,	or	edit	the	audio	or	video)

Either	way,	it’s	up	to	YOU	to	create	the	content	inside	the	opt-in.	Be	sure	to	use	
your clients’ language and make it easy for them to put your tips and tricks into 
action.

Step 3: Come up with a click-worthy title

Your	headline	should	explain	what	the	offer	is	without	any	confusion	AND	it	
should	contain	emotional	words	that	draw	people’s	attention.

Here are some examples of emotional words:

Secrets
No-Fail
Surprising
Mistakes

Step-by-Step
Easy 
New
Results

Truth
Proven

Step 4: Add an opt-in box to your site

Your	opt-in	box	should	explain	the	benefits	of	your	offer,	and	give	your	readers	a	
clear	understanding	of	what	they’re	going	to	receive	when	they	sign	up.
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You	can	put	your	opt-in	box	at	the	top	of	your	home	page,	in	your	sidebar,	or	at	 
the bottom of each of your blog posts (or you can put them in all	of	these	places!).

Need some inspiration? Here are a few examples from students who joined  
Get	Your	First	1000	Subscribers™.

clockwise, from top: Renée Suzanne,  
reneesuzannecoaching.com	•	Devon	Smiley,	 
devonsmiley.com	•	Debbie	Leven,	prcoach.co.uk

http://get1000subscribers.com/
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I’M AN UNCOMPROMISING BUSINESS COACH WHO BELIEVES  
BUSINESS SUCCESS SHOULDN’T REQUIRE SACRIFICE.

I love helping motivated women entrepreneurs like you establish expertise 
and achieve best-in-class results by showing you, step-by-step, how to apply 
solid business theory to your unique business.

ABOUT GET YOUR FIRST 1000 SUBSCRIBERS™

What’s	the	key	to	a	profitable	business?	Your	audience.	Your	peeps.	The	people	
on	your	mailing	list.	Having	a	crew	of	raving	fans	who	adore	you	and	everything	
you’ve	got	cooking	is	what	will	help	you	leap	to	the	next	level.

But getting the attention of those folks (not to mention convincing them to  
subscribe!)	is	easier	said	than	done.	You’ve	got	to	find	them,	nab	their	interest,	and	
tell	them	exactly	why	they	should	dig	what	you	do.	And	it’s	daunting	for	a	newbie!

Through trial and error on your own, this process of discovery can take months – 
even	years.	Get	Your	First	1000	Subscribers™	demystifies	the	process	and	helps	
you	find	more	loyal	subscribers	in	less	time	than	you	can	imagine.

This	step-by-step	program	will	take	you	from	fledgling	business	to	profitable	
enterprise.	Whatever	your	list	size	–	0,	20,	or	200	–	I	walk	you	through	the	exact	
steps	you	must	take	to	grow	it	to	1000	and	beyond.

Why 1000 subscribers?	When	you	hit	1000,	everything	falls	into	place.	More	
people	find	you.	More	clients	hire	you.	And	you	sell	more	products.	Basically,	you	
start	making	money	doing	what	you	love.	And	the	best	part?	It’s	easier	than	you	
think.	Get started here.

ABOUT  JENNY SHIH
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