Director’s Corner
August 2018
Dear Fraser Families,
July was a big month for Fraser School! We had the
flooring replaced, the walls painted, and two
temporary classrooms installed in the gym. We
will continue the Fraser School refresh with the first
several classrooms slated to be gutted and
remodeled in August and into September. Thank
you for your patience as we work through this
process! We hope you are as excited as we are that
our building will be updated.
August, of course, is always a big month for Fraser
School. Many of our prekindergarten friends say
goodbye and transition to new schools. Some of
these children have been with us since they were
infants or toddlers so it is always hard to see them
go. Thanks to all the families that have supported
Fraser School throughout the years. We wish you
all well!
As we say goodbye to some families, we are also
gearing up to welcome new children and their
families. In September, we will welcome at least 35
newly enrolled children into Fraser School. Of
course, we are still touring and continuing to enroll
as we have space. In addition, many children will
also transition to other classrooms as they enter the
next age group. Please let your child’s new
teachers know how they can best support your
child and his/her transition.
One of the ways that we prepare for the upcoming
change is to have our Staff Development Days in
late August. This year, Staff Development will be
held on August 30 and 31. We were lucky enough
to be the recipient of a large 3-year grant that helps
to pay for professional development opportunities.

With this funding, we are able to bring in
professionals from Teaching Strategies to train our
teaching staff on our online developmental
assessment system. This will be a great
opportunity for staff to learn how to maximize the
tool’s resources just as they are starting to
document the children’s progress in their
developmental goals and objectives. Thank you for
understanding the importance of these training
days for our staff members.
Finally, I have a message that a parent wanted me
to pass along. This mom and her family need to
use the handicap parking spaces. She reported
that, several times, there are vehicles parked in
those spaces that do not have any identifiable
handicap permission (such as a license plate or tag
on their rear-view mirror). On behalf of her and
the other families in Fraser that need those closer
parking spaces, please don’t park there, even “for a
minute,” unless you have proper permission. We
want to ensure that all of our families have the
supports they need to be successful at our school.
Thanks for sharing your children with us,
Deedee Stevens-Neal
612-798-8319
Deedee.Stevens-Neal@fraser.org
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Ice Cream Truck
On Tuesday, August 7, a Big Bell ice cream truck
will come to Fraser School from 9:30-10:30 AM. I
have included menus for your convenience. Once
you and your child have decided what to order,
please let the teacher know in advance and bring
the money to cover the cost. In addition to the
pictured options, there is a non-dairy, non-nut,
non-gluten option for $2.50 called Rosati ice.

To expedite the process, the teacher from each
classroom places the orders and pays for all of the
children in his/her class. Some of the classes have a
picnic with a blanket on the front or side lawn of
the school. Some choose to take their treats out on
a court yard or the playground to eat. If you would
like to join the fun, please talk to your child’s
teacher about the timing. Also, if your child is not
enrolled for Tuesday mornings, please feel free to
come with your child and order on your own. You
can join your child’s class as long as an adult stays
with the child.

Music for Music Therapy Fundraiser
We had a great turnout for the Music for Music
Therapy fundraiser at the Bloomington Richfield
Eagles Club on Saturday, July 28. There were great
bands that volunteered their time to give to Fraser.
There were also lots of great silent auction items!
Overall, the evening generated over $10,000 to help
offset Fraser School’s music therapy program.
Fraser School’s music therapist provides 2-4
sessions per week to each classroom. In the music
times, children learn rhythm and patterns. They
practice gross motor and fine motor activities.
Depending upon the content, they may work on
literacy concepts such as rhyming. Thanks to all
that came out and enjoyed the evening!
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Study Finds Window Blind
Cords Remain a Serious
Strangulation Risk to Children

Early Childhood Screenings
Minnesota state law requires that every child be
screened before their first day of kindergarten.
Most school districts recommend that the early
childhood screening be performed when the child
is 3-years-old. Typically, screenings are completed
at the school district that your child will attend. To
set up a screening, call your local school district to
schedule an appointment. Prior to the
appointment, the district may send you a packet of
information to complete regarding your child’s
development and health. At the appointment, they
will test your child’s vision and hearing, as well as,
ask your child to complete a battery of tasks to
gauge their developmental level. Typically, your
child will go with the evaluator without a parent
present.

(Reprinted from healthychildren.org, the website of
the American Academy of Pediatrics)
Window blinds in U.S. homes have been a known
child safety hazard for more than 70 years. But
despite existing voluntary safety standards and
prior recalls, a January 2018 Pediatrics study found
that window blind cords continue to pose serious
strangulation risk to young children.
According to the study, “Pediatric Injuries Related
to Window Blinds, Shades, and Cords,” (published
online Dec. 11, 2017) nearly 17,000 children under
age 6 were treated in U.S. hospital emergency
departments for window blind-related injuries
from 1990 through 2015. Injury risk was highest
among toddlers. Among children who became
entangled in cords, most frequently it happened
while the child was under the care of a parent and
left alone for less than 10 minutes--often after being
put to bed.

These screenings can help identify any delays that
a child may have so that they can be addressed
early. If you have a child that is younger than 3years-old and you have concerns, we recommend
that you schedule an appointment with your school
district so that they can begin any early
interventions, if needed. These evaluations are
educationally-based screenings and are different
than the developmental assessments or medical
evaluations that Fraser provides.

On average, roughly one child died each month –
usually from strangulation after the child’s neck
became entangled in inner cords, such as those in
horizontal blinds and roman shades, as well as in
cords that raise or lower the blinds. Children also
got caught in continuous loop cords such as those
in vertical blinds and roll-up shades, and even in
loops tied by consumers attempting to keep the
cords out of a child’s reach. Two-thirds of the
entanglements resulted in death.

While Fraser School provides developmental
assessments on each child in the fall and spring,
this is not a replacement for early childhood
screening. Likewise, even if your child has had a
medical evaluation through Fraser, whether it
resulted in a diagnosis or not, you will still need to
attend the district’s early childhood screening.
Finally, if your child has an educational diagnosis,
it does not “transfer” to Fraser. In order to utilize
Fraser medical or therapeutic services, your child
will need to complete a separate medical
evaluation.

Authors of the study said their findings suggest a
mandatory safety standard eliminating accessible
window blind cords should be adopted.
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Upcoming events

Upcoming events

> Ice Cream Truck Visit

> No School

August 7, 2018
9:30-10:30 AM

September 3, 2018
Labor Day

> No School

> Family Fun Night

August 30-31, 2018
Staff Development

September 20, 2018
6:30-7:30 PM

WCCO's Pulling Together is back!
Saturday, September 8, 2018
Hidden Fall Regional Park
St. Paul, Minnesota
10:30-5:00 PM
In its second year, this epic tug-of-war across
the Mississippi River between Minneapolis
and St. Paul is set to be BIGGER and BETTER.
All for charity, this unique event features
teams from both sides of the river competing
on the rope and fundraising, with 100% of the
proceeds benefiting Fraser.

Schedule:
• 10:30 AM: Gates open
• 11:00 AM: Team weigh-ins begin
•

Pulling Together 2017 was an epic community
event that saw thousands come out to support
Fraser. Join us on Saturday, September 8th at
Hidden Falls Regional Park in St. Paul for this
free family-friendly event. It will be a super
fun day of activities including food trucks, a
kid zone, beer garden, WCCO merchandise
tent and of course, an EPIC tug-of-war battle.

You can help your team win and help Fraser
at the same time. Pick your side, Team
Minneapolis or Team St. Paul, and donate
to Pulling Together today.
In addition to donations, Fraser is looking for
volunteers for the event.

Apply to volunteer at the event

We’d love nothing more than to see you at
Pulling Together!
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12:00 PM: Pulling Together tug-of-war
starts

Please join us if you can!
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