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Introduction. 

 One of the first indications of the Christmas season is the appearance of lights.  

You see lights on trees, candles in windows, and brilliant radiance just about 

everywhere you go.  Everything seems to be wrapped in millions and millions of 

lights, and here in Winston-Salem there are thousands of Moravian stars that hang 

all over the city.  I have one hanging in the alcove of the front door at my home.  It 

is beautiful. 

 I think it’s appropriate that lights should be so prevalent this time of the year 

because last Friday marked the winter solstice in the Northern Hemisphere.  It’s 

the shortest day and the longest night of the year.  Since the summer solstice in 

June, the sun has been dying, so to speak, as the days have become shorter and 

colder.  But as of Friday, the sun was reborn to us, as it were, and the earth was 

too.  Even as winter begins to bear down on us, hope is restored with the assurance 

that eventually warmth and light and the renewal of spring will follow.   

 Christmas Day and the celebration of the birth of Jesus take place during the 

darkest time of the year in our part of the world.  And the lights aren’t just 

decorative.  For the followers of Jesus, they’re also symbolic of the Light of God 

who came into the world through the Babe who was born and laid in a manger.  

Jesus Christ was the Sun of Righteousness who was promised by the prophet 

Malachi. 

  

I.  The Light Shines in the Darkness. 

 No matter where you go in this world you need light in order to see.  The earth 

is by nature a very dark place, and we need either the natural light of the sun to 

illuminate our world or other sources of light such as candles or lights powered by 

an electric current to allow us to see.  Without these sources of light, we would live 

in utter darkness.  Left to itself, the world is a dark place, and we aren’t able to see 

unless we have light. 

 That is not only true in a physical sense, it’s also true spiritually.  In the passage 

we’ve read this evening, the apostle John says this about Jesus: “The true light that 

gives light to everyone was coming into the world” (Jn. 1:9).  In other words, apart 

from Christ you and I live in spiritual darkness, and we can’t see spiritual truth 

without the true Light of God. 
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 How is it that the world is a “dark” place?  In the Bible the word “darkness” 

refers not only to physical darkness and the absence of light but also to spiritual 

darkness.  And in this sense Scripture refers to both the darkness of evil and the 

darkness of ignorance.  All around us we see the darkness of evil and untold 

suffering.  It happened at the time of Jesus’ birth, too.  When Jesus was born in 

Bethlehem, the world was marked by violence, injustice, the abuse of power, 

homelessness, refugees fleeing oppression, and families ripped apart.  That sounds 

a lot like today, doesn’t it?   

 The world is filled with the darkness of evil, but it is also filled with the 

darkness of ignorance too.  Apart from God we don’t know how to cure the evil 

and the suffering we find all around us and even within our own hearts.  We need 

help from the outside.  We need the light of God to show us the way. 

 In the famous passage in Isaiah that talks about the people walking in darkness 

who have seen a great light (Is. 9:2), there are a couple of other verses in that 

passage we tend to overlook.  Isaiah 9 ends with these words in verses 21-22: 

“Distressed and hungry, they will roam through the land….They will look toward 

the earth and see only distress and darkness and fearful gloom.”  What was going 

on back then?  The problem was that the people of Israel were “looking toward the 

earth” and to human solutions to fix the problems in their world.   

 They were hoping powerful people or scholars, or mystics could give them the 

answers.  “Yeah, we’re in darkness, but we’ve got this,” they thought.  “We can 

overcome these problems by ourselves.”  People make the same claim today.  We 

think that with more education we’ll become enlightened.  Or with more 

innovation and technology we can solve our problems.  But we’re wrong.  The 

only way we’re going to find our way out of the darkness is through the Light of 

God.   

 In his excellent book Hidden Christmas1 pastor and author Tim Keller says that 

Christmas is the most unsentimental and realistic way of looking at life.  It doesn’t 

say, “Cheer up!  If we all just pull together we can make the world a better place.”  

No.  The Bible never says anything like that.  It also never counsels indifference to 

the forces of darkness, only resistance.  And it never supports any illusion that we 

can overcome evil and ignorance by ourselves.   

 Christianity doesn’t agree with the optimist who says, “We can fix things if we 

just try hard enough.”  Nor does it agree with the pessimist who sees only a 

dystopian future.  Instead, the message of Christianity is: “Things really are this 

bad (and even worse than you know), and we can’t heal the brokenness ourselves.  

Things really are this dark.  Nevertheless, there is hope!  And it’s found in the 

Baby who was born in Bethlehem.”   

 The message of Christmas is that “on those living in the land of deep darkness a 

light has dawned.”  Notice that the Bible doesn’t say that from the world a light has 
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sprung up. Rather, it is upon the world a light has dawned.  It came from the 

outside.  Jesus is the Light of God who came into our dark world, and He shines in 

the darkness. 

 

II.  The Darkness Has Not Overcome It. 

 “In Him was life, and that life was the light of all mankind.  The light shines in 

the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it” (Jn. 1:4,5).  The apostle John 

begins his story of the life and ministry of Christ by describing Jesus as the Light 

of the world, and He says that the darkness hasn’t overcome it.  The rest of John’s 

gospel is the story of how Jesus was that Light and how He overcame the darkness 

through His death and resurrection.  The forces of darkness were arrayed against 

the Sun of Righteousness, and they thought they had won when Jesus died on the 

cross.  But through the resurrection Jesus overcame all the powers of darkness 

forever, and He made the light of His love available to anyone who desires it. 

 Philip Yancey writes that in Revelation 12 the apostle John uses bizarre cosmic 

symbols: a pregnant woman clothed with the sun; a seven-headed dragon so 

enormous that its tail sweeps a third of the stars from the sky; a flight into the 

desert; a war in heaven.  All scholars agree that this chapter has something to do 

with the birth of Jesus and its effect on the universe, and it points to the fact that 

when Jesus was born the universe shuddered. 

 In a sense, Revelation 12 presents Christmas from a cosmic perspective, adding 

a new set of images to the familiar scenes of the manger and the shepherds, and 

even the slaughter of the innocents.  What was visible on earth represented ripples 

on the surface.  But underneath, massive disruptions were shaking the foundations 

of the universe.  Even as King Herod was trying to kill all the male babies in 

Palestine, cosmic forces were at war behind the scenes.  From God’s viewpoint – 

and Satan’s – Christmas was far more than the birth of a baby.  It was an invasion, 

the decisive advance in the great struggle for the cosmos.  Revelation depicts this 

struggle in terms of a murderous dragon opposing the forces of good.   

 Yancey asks, “Which is the ‘true’ picture of Christmas?”  He says they are 

actually the same picture, told from two different points of view.  The view of 

Christ’s birth in Revelation 12 typifies the pattern of the entire book, in which John 

fuses things that are seen with things that are normally unseen.  In daily life, two 

parallel histories occur at the same time: one on earth and one in heaven.  

Revelation, by parting the curtain, allows us to view them together.  It leaves the 

unmistakable impression that as we make everyday choices between good and evil, 

those choices are having an impact on the supernatural universe in ways we cannot 

see.   
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 Revelation portrays history through sharply contrasting images: good vs. evil, 

the Lamb vs. the Dragon; Jerusalem vs. Babylon; the bride vs. the prostitute; and 

Light vs. darkness.  But is also insists that, no matter how it appears from our 

limited perspective here on earth, God maintains a firm control over all history.  

Ultimately, even the despots will end up fulfilling the plan of God which He has 

mapped out for them.  Pontius Pilate and his Roman soldiers demonstrated that 

truth.  They thought they were getting rid of Jesus by crucifying Him.  Instead, 

they made possible the salvation of the world!2 

 Have you ever noticed how darkness trades in the currency of fear?  It 

manipulates the shadows, and it works our attention away from the reality of the 

light.  It makes us afraid.  But darkness has less power than it thinks, and the light 

of a single candle can pierce the darkest night.  That’s the nature of light.  It 

overcomes the darkness.  And Christ the Light of the world was not overcome by 

darkness. 

 

Conclusion. 

 At Christmastime we give and receive presents but consider how challenging it 

is to receive certain kinds of gifts.  Have you ever noticed that some gifts by their 

very nature make you swallow your pride?  For example, imagine opening a 

present on Christmas morning from someone, and it’s a book on dieting.  If you 

say to the giver of the gift, “Thank you so much for this book,” in a sense you’re 

admitting that you’re overweight.  Some gifts are hard to receive because to accept 

them is to admit we have flaws and weaknesses with which we need help. If 

someone gave you a large sum of money in a time when you really needed it, you 

probably had to swallow your pride to accept that gift too.    

 However, there has never been a gift offered that makes you swallow your pride 

as much as the gift of Jesus.  The message of Christmas is that we’re all lost and 

unable to save ourselves, and that nothing less than the death of the Son of God 

Himself can save us.  That means that none of us can pull ourselves up by our own 

bootstraps and remedy the spiritual mess we’re in.  We need outside help. 

 To accept the true gift of Christmas, you need to give up control of your life and 

give over the reins to the Lord.  That’s a very humbling thing to do, and it’s 

extremely difficult as well.  It requires you to swallow your pride and go lower 

than you’re probably comfortable going.  

 However, Jesus’ greatness is seen in just how far down He came to save us.  He 

swallowed His pride and made the greatest sacrifice of all for you and me.  He left 

His throne in heaven and took on human flesh in the form of a little baby.  He 

became one of us.  He was born in poverty, and He grew up in the backwaters of 

Palestine.  Then He died on a cross to pay for everything you and I did that broke 

God’s heart as well as His law.  The Babe who was born in Bethlehem was the 
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Light of the world who came to rescue us.  That’s the amazing message of 

Christmas.   

 C.S. Lewis put it so well when he wrote: 

We catch sight of a new principle – the power of the Higher, just in so far as 
it is truly Higher, to come down, the power of the greater to include the 
less…. Everywhere the great enters the little – its power to do so is almost 
the test of its greatness.  In the Christian story God…comes down; down 
from the heights of absolute being into time and space, down into 
humanity; down further still…. But He goes down to come up again and 
bring the whole ruined world with Him….  One may think of a diver, first 
reducing himself to nakedness, then glancing in mid-air, then gone with a 
splash, vanished, rushing down through green and warm water into black 
and cold water, down through increasing pressure into the death-like 
region of ooze and slime and old decay; then up again, back to color and 
light, his lungs almost bursting, till suddenly he breaks the surface again, 
holding in his hand the dripping, precious thing that he went down to 
recover.3 

  

 That’s what Jesus did for you and me.  The Light of the world descended into 

darkness in order to bring us all into God’s beautiful light (1 Pt. 2:9).  The promise 

of Christmas cannot be understood unless you realize that without the light of 

God’s unmerited grace in your life you walk in darkness and you need His Light 

too.  This is the message of Christmas.  Accept His gift of the Light of His love 

this Christmas.  It will change your life.  Amen. 

1 Tim Keller, Hidden Christmas (New York: Viking Press, 2016) 5.  Several of the insights of this sermon I gleaned 
from Keller’s excellent book. 
22 From Philip Yancey, Meet the Bible Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 2000) 682-683. 
3 C.S. Lewis, Miracles (New York: Macmillan, 1947) 115-116. 

                                                           


