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A Message from Carol
Dear Church Family,
It was welcome news for us all to hear that Dr. Bruce Lancaster will be our Interim Senior Pastor
beginning September 8. Thanks go to the session’s search committee: Rod Canfield (Chair),
Diane Adams, Bill Childers, David Cole, Amy Cowsert, and Joy Holloway. Despite committee
members’ cross-country vacations and business trips, in less than two months they completed
their mission. Thank you, Lord, and Skype! Dr. Lancaster’s first Sunday is September 11 when
we (providentially) have scheduled a picnic - a great first opportunity to meet him and his wife
Cathi in a casual setting. I know you will warmly welcome them, as you did my family and me
not so very long ago.
Thanks also go to our strong session and active membership who have not missed a beat this
summer. In multiple ways you have been caring in the face of birth, death, and serious illness;
hospitable to those in need of food and shelter; and faithful in worship. A member recently
texted me a testimony, “We’re really grateful for the people at First Pres. for the prayers,
encouragement, and all that our church means to so many.” As you are rooted in the soil of
God’s love, continue to reach up and out in serving God and God’s children.
Grace and peace,
Carol Strickland, Associate Pastor

Introducing Interim Senior Pastor Dr. Bruce Lancaster
Bruce Lancaster grew up in Vidalia, Louisiana. He earned a
Bachelor’s of Business Administration from Northeast Louisiana
University in 1973. He was the Assistant Director of Lookout
Mountain Camp and Conference Center in Mentone, Alabama
prior to entering Columbia Theological Seminary in 1976. (He
also had a brief stint as a cook on an offshore oil rig just before
seminary!) He received his Master of Divinity in 1979 and his
Doctor of Ministry from Columbia in 2007.
Dr. Lancaster served installed pastorates for 26 years prior to receiving the call to interim ministry.
He has served as Interim Pastor for the past 11 years and has just finished serving as the Interm
Senior Pastor at University Presbyterian Church in Austin, Texas.
Bruce and his wife Cathi have been married 40 years. Cathi works as an Educational Consultant.
They have two daughters, Eleanor and Emily. Eleanor, her husband Jeff, and their son Marshall
live in Atlanta. Emily is married to Beau, and they live in Portland, Oregon.
Cathi and Bruce like to travel and always look for more time to spend with their family, especially
their grandson! They enjoy photography, walking, and entertaining in their home. Bruce likes to
cook as a way of relaxing. He enjoys playing golf and wishes he had more time for it but says that
the way he plays shows that his wish has never been granted! He also enjoys watching most of the
spectator sports, especially college football and basketball. He likes to sit back with a good novel
or biography for pleasure reading, is eclectic in his musical playlists, and drinks his coffee black!

Food Sunday Benefiting
the Athens-Area
Emergency Food Bank
Sunday, September 4 we will
be collecting non-perishable
food items for the Athens-Area
Emergency Food Bank.
This month they are requesting:
Canned tuna or salmon
Saltine crackers
Baby diapers (size 4 & larger,
including pull-ups)
Thank you for donating 396
items in August!

CHURCH PICNIC

SEPTEMBER 11
3:00 - 6:00 P.M.
SANDY CREEK PARK
Join us as we welcome
Dr. Bruce Lancaster and his
wife Cathi to our church
family. Enjoy an afternoon of
fellowship, food, and fun for
family and friends of all ages.
Register in the Atrium on
Sunday or you may register
online at FirstPresAthens.org.
$7 per person,
$20 maximum per family

Music Notes
It’s that time of year. As I write this our academic year has just started, and along with that, our regular season church
activities. Teachers, parents, and students have been and are still rushing around to get ready. Clothes and supplies need to
be bought, forms filled out, rooms prepared, curriculums finished, etc. This also seems to be the time of year to sign up for
and begin extracurricular activities such as sports, music lessons, and much more. It’s a frantic time for many, and it can be
a stressful time. Like other parents, my wife and I are sympathizing with our child’s anxiety (though it’s probably worse for
us). Changes in school, a new classroom, new teachers, new schedule, and new expectations must be awfully intimidating
and even overwhelming for a small child. We tell our children everything will be OK, while we are not always convinced
ourselves.
Our church is in a time of transition, which can add even more to our anxiety. It’s enough to be busily preparing for the
coming season, but to add some unknown and new things adds a level of uncertainty. What will it be like with a new
interim pastor? As a church musician, planning ahead is crucial. It takes time to read scriptures and sermon topics chosen for
each Sunday. Then the search is on for hymns, anthems, and instrumental music that fit with the themes for those Sundays.
Do we have appropriate anthems already in our library? I have to look through thousands of titles to find out. Do we have
enough copies? If not, there is more searching to find the right pieces, order them, get them here in time to number and
catalog them into our library, put them into choir folders, learn the music myself if I don’t already know it, teach it to the
choir, and rehearse it long enough and well enough to offer it in worship.
I can feel my anxiety level rise even as I write about it. I have been feeling that
pressure to get everything ready for the coming season, and for our first rehearsals.
In one of those frantic moments preparing for choir, I sat down at the piano with
an anthem I had chosen to go with Carol’s sermon “Deliver Us.” The scripture
passage is the story of Jesus calming the storm as the disciples were in a state of
panic. The anthem I chose is based on a short line from Psalm 46, “Be still and
know that I am God.” The anthem has a beautiful folk-like melody that has pauses
at just the right moments, causing the singer (and director) to pause, to slow down,
to “Be still and know that I am God.” In just a few minutes of preparing a piece
of music for rehearsal, I began to calm down and remember why I do what I do,
why we do what we do in our choirs, and why we all do what we do in worship.
We have very busy lives (sometimes too busy), and we need to remind ourselves to slow down. We need to make time for
worship, both private and corporate, and take time to put everything aside and listen for that voice saying to us, “Be still
and know that I am God.”
Soli Deo Gloria (to God be the Glory)
John Coble, Director of Music and Organist

Choir Dedication September 25
During the 11:00 worship service on September 25, members of all of our choirs will dedicate themselves to service in the
music ministry in our church, and to celebrate music in worship. Combined choirs will sing the anthem, “I Will Sing with
the Spirit” by John Rutter.

Welcome Geneva Stonecipher
Church Music Intern
We are excited to announce the formation of a Church Music Intern position at First Presbyterian Church. This position was created to offer future organists and church musicians practical
experience working in a church. We are happy to welcome Geneva Stonecipher as our first
intern, beginning this semester. Geneva is pursuing a Bachelor of Music in piano performance
and a Bachelor of Arts in Music in organ at The University of Georgia. She is a student of Dr.
Martha Thomas. In the Church Music Intern position, Geneva will observe, participate in, and
assist in the direction of our choirs and handbell choir, as well as accompanying choirs and congregational hymn singing, and playing preludes and postludes. We are pleased to have Geneva
in our church community as she learns about the vocation of church music.

Outreach Spotlight
Interfaith Hospitality Network
“[F]or I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me something to
drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me,” (Matthew 25:35).
When I think about the work that we do with the Interfaith Hospitality Network of Athens
(IHN), I am reminded of this passage in the Gospel of Matthew that challenges us to reach
out and serve the “least” of our brothers and sisters.

PTP Trip to
Georgia Museum of Art

Every couple of months, our church welcomes homeless
families to live in The PIT for one week as they work with
IHN to transition to permanent housing. During each IHN
host week, we need 60-70 volunteers to effectively serve our
guests.

The Prime Time Presbyterians
will meet at the Georgia Museum
of Art Tuesday, September 27
at 10:00 a.m. to see the new
exhibit “Gifts and Prayers: The
Romanovs and Their Subjects.”

Volunteers can participate in many ways, most of which do not
require more than an hour or two. You can drive a van, cook
a meal, wash laundry, or spend time with our guests as an evening and overnight host. As a
member of the coordinating committee, I am humbled by the commitment of our volunteers.
In 2017, Michelle Clendenen-Shaw and Patty Whiten will serve as the new co-chairs of the
IHN Coordinating Committee. Members of the coordinating committee oversee a specific
area of the IHN operation for our host week. Please contact Terry Nestor or Jayne Bailey, the
current co-chairs, if you are interested in serving in a leadership role with this vital ministry.
More immediately, our next IHN host week is from September 25 to October 2. If you
are a regular volunteer or would like to be involved for the first time, I encourage you to
sign up on the IHN calendar that is placed in the Atrium or by contacting Terry Nestor
(terrynestor@hotmail.com)
Don DeMaria, Ruling Elder, Mission & Outreach Commission
IHN 6th Annual Teardrop Century Bike Ride
The 6th Annual Teardrop Century Bike Ride to raise awareness and funds for IHN
will be September 17. The ride begins in beautiful and historic Madison, Georgia and
four routes of different lengths are available. For more information and to register,
please visit the events tab on the IHN website (ihnathens.org). The first 100 people
who sign up get a great sling bag with the IHNA logo on it!

This exhibition of exquisite
objects from a private collection
shows how the Romanov family
of Russian rulers commissioned,
used, and distributed gifts to
solidify its hold on power. It
includes portraits, statuettes, icons,
and a silver boat made by Faberge,
among many other items.
Lunches will be ordered ahead
from Ike & Jane’s and delivered
to the Museum. Carpooling is
encouraged because of limited
parking in the museum lot.
Parking is also available in the
Performing Arts Center deck.
Please sign up by September
23 with the church office at
706-543-4338 or frontdesk@
firstpresathens.org. It will be an
interesting event!

Sunday School Feature: Connections Class
9:45 - 10:40 a.m., Room 303
Connections gathers a varied group in their 20-40s+ who seek to form deeper connections to God and one another. All are welcome!
My family has recently “connected” (joined) with First Presbyterian Church, and I am pleased to facilitate the Connections Class this
year. We are also blessed to have the Rev. Carol Strickland teaching monthly and Jay Holloway serving as a superb back-up facilitator.
On Sundays in the past, Connections has read books on spirituality, tackled particular themes and books of the Bible, and explored
our Presbyterian roots.
This fall, we aim for an overview of scripture using, Making Sense of the Bible: Rediscovering the Power of Scripture Today, by Adam Hamilton. In Making Sense of the Bible, Adam Hamilton invites us into an honest conversation about the Bible. In approachable and inviting
language, Hamilton addresses these often misunderstood biblical themes leading readers to a deeper appreciation of the Bible so that
we might hear God speak through it and find its words to be life-changing and life-giving. For book-lovers, a hardcover book can be
purchased in the church office for $20. Whether you’ve read along or not, come hear a brief recap of what we’ve read each week and
join in the discussion that’s kickstarted by the DVD.
Connections also gathers outside of class for fellowship - to have fun and to support and care for each other, such as gathering for a Fall
Potluck or a regular social, or providing meals for Connections members in the midst of a crisis or major life transition. Save the date
for our Fall Potluck Social on Friday, September 23, 7:00 - 9:00 p.m., hosted by the Stricklands/Palmers at 1141 Nona Drive, Athens.
The Rev. Margaret Davis, Teacher

Children’s Ministry Update
Ways to Serve for Our Children
Our children are a very important part of our church, and what better way to show them that by including them in our
mission to serve? We have special “Ways to Serve” forms available in the Children’s Ministry Suite for our children to
fill out and particpate in this important part of the life of our church.
Food Sundays
The first Sunday of each month is “Food Sunday” at our church. Please include your child in this outreach effort by letting them know what food items are needed for the month and making a special trip to the grocery store together.
Join the Choir
We are very fortunate to have such wonderful music at First Presbyterian Church. Please encourage your child to join the
choir fun this year! Our Cherub Choir is for 4 year olds-1st Grade led by Melanie Powers and our St. Andrew’s Choir
is for 2nd grade-5th grade led by Dr. John Coble. Choir rehearsal is on Wednesdays from 5:00 - 5:45 p.m. or Sundays
from 4:00 - 4:45 p.m. in the Music Suite.
Call to Worship
This year our children (4 Year Olds – 5th Graders) will lead us
in our Call to Worship during the 11:00 a.m. Worship Service.
Every month, the children will learn a new Bible verse in Sunday
School which will serve as the Call to Worship for the month.
One of our older children (3rd - 5th Grade) will lead the children
by speaking into the microphone each Sunday. This is an exciting
new opportunity for our children! We will have a Call to Worship
Schedule available for signups for our older children located on the
3rd - 5th Grade Welcome Table in the Children’s Ministry Suite
during Sunday School.
Acolytes
Our 3rd-5th Graders will begin the new Sunday school year by learning about the responsibilities of an acolyte. We would like to have
two acolytes every Sunday for our 11:00 a.m. Worship Service. Please encourage your child to serve. There will be an Acolyte
Schedule available for sign ups on the 3rd - 5th Grade Welcome Table in the Children’s Ministry Suite during Sunday School.
Parents will receive an Acolyte email reminder the week before the Sunday that their child is scheduled to serve.
Natalie Bishop, Director of Children’s Ministries

Godly Play & Children’s Church, 11:00 a.m. Worship Service
In order to provide enough time for our younger children (4 Years - Old - 2nd Grade) to fully engage in Godly Play during
Children’s Church, the children will lead us in our Call to Worship at the beginning of the 11:00 a.m. Worship Service and
then will walk to the Godly Play room to continue worshipping.
The Godly Play room is located on the second floor of the Tinsley-Stern Building across from the Church Library. Please
plan to pick your child up in the Church Library after the 11:00 a.m. Worship Service.
If you would like to learn more about Godly Play, please join Natalie before Wednesday night dinner from 5:00 - 5:45 p.m. on
September 14, 21, 28, October 5, 12, 19, or 26th. The first session she will introduce the concept; the following nights, participants
will experience Godly Play just like the children will on Sunday mornings. Everyone of any age is welcome to attend. Space is limited,
so please choose a session and contact the church office (706-543-4338 or frontdesk@firstpresathens.org) to sign up.

Mark your calendars and join us for lots of fun this year!
Sunday, September 11, 3:00 - 6:00 p.m., Church Picnic @ Sandy Creek Park
Sunday, September 25, 11:00 a.m., Worship Service, Choir Dedication
Friday, September 30, 5:30 p.m., UGA Band Practice & Family Picnic @ UGA Intramural Fields
November 2016, (Date and Time TBA), Communion Workshop for Children and Parents
Tuesday, December 6, 6:00 - 8:00 p.m., Live Nativity
Sunday, December 11, 5:00 p.m. Christmas Pageant, (Dinner to follow)
,

Youth Ministry News
At the end of August our youth group kicked off the year with an overnight retreat in Tennessee on the Ocoee River.
Through a high ropes course, whitewater rafting, horseback riding, and lots of laugher, we talked about our hopes for the
year and strengthened the strong community that exists in our PIT. We have a great year planned and look forward to time
in service, spiritual practice, and silliness. This year, we are thrilled to have two college students helping us, and are still
looking for one more addition to our team! If you know of any faithful, fun, friendly young adults who might be interested
in joining us, please let me know. Also, if you are interested in providing dinner for our youth on Sunday night, please let
me know. It’s a great way to serve our church and get to know these amazing young people!
Kim Ness, Director of Youth Ministries

ALYSSA STANDARD, our youth intern, will be returning for a second year! She is finishing up
her undergraduate degree at UGA and will be doing an accounting internship in the spring while
applying to graduate school. Her favorite thing about working with the youth of FPC last year was,
“all the laughs and insights. The things that they would connect and the way they showed God’s love
was awesome - especially Youth Sunday and Montreat!” This year she will lead our high school small
group during Sunday School, helping the youth grow in their relationship with God and each other.

NETTIE JESTER, our youth Waddel Fellow, is a freshman from Augusta. She was raised in a small
Lutheran church, and applied for this Fellowship because she, “really wanted my college church
experience to be full of worship and include leadership roles.” She is studying Communication
Science and Disorders at UGA, with a focus on speech therapy. Nettie will be helping to lead our
Sunday night activities, and Youth Sunday planning.

Practicing Radical Hospitality:
Youth Group Mission Trip Report
Wed@First, September 14
What is radical hospitality? Come experience our own version as we kick off
Wed@First with a youth presentation about our mission trip to Broad Street
Ministry in Philadelphia this summer. Enjoy a delicious dinner and hear about
all the ways that God was at work in our youth and continues to work through
us to create change.

Rivers Alive Service Day
And God said, Let the waters under the heaven be gathered together unto one place,
and let the dry land appear: and it was so. And God called the dry land Earth;
and the gathering together of the waters called he Seas:
and God saw that it was good.
Genesis 1:9
You are invited to join our youth group at the annual Rivers Alive Service Day, Saturday, September 24 starting at
9:00 a.m. at Dudley Park. Together with hundreds of volunteers, we’ll pick up litter and debris from the Oconee River and
its tributaries. There is a kickoff with breakfast at Dudley Park and then volunteers spread out to various sites around the
community. For more information, contact Kim (kness@firstpresathens.org).

Flower Dedications
The following dates are available
to dedicate f lowers for Sunday
worship: September 4, 25 and
October 23, and 30. The cost for
two arrangements is $100. Please
contact Lucy Bell, (706) 543-4338
or lbell@f irstpresathens.org, to
schedule a date.

Let’s Get Friendly:
Website &
Church Life App Class
Sunday, September 18,
8:00 a.m., 9:45 a.m. or
12:05 p.m.
Would you like help learning your
way around the new resources
available through our church
website? Bob Bostrom will walk
you through:
• Navigating our church website
• Dowloading the Church Life
app to your smart phone or
tablet (photo member directory)
• Viewing your member profile,
giving records, Ways to Serve
form online
An additional class will be offered
during Wed @ First on September
28, 5:00 - 5:45 p.m.

July Financial
Information
Total July Revenue
$104,906
Budgeted July Revenue $89,997
Total Revenue YTD
$705,746
Total July Expenses
Budgeted July Expenses
Total Expenses YTD

$86,120
$98,581
$730,849

Coming in October:
An Invitation from a Church Friend!
Watch for a personal invitation to a stewardship home
gathering hosted by a church member to learn about
our church’s exciting ministry opportunities and how
you can support them.

Bible Readings

Sept 1 Bill Cowsert, Bill Harrell 		
Lawrence Jones, Jr., Carolyn 		
Stephens, John Tsao
Sept 2 Lucy Hardell, Owen Phillips,
James Seagraves
Sept 3 Danny Cheek, John McArthur,
Alex Noakes, Megan Sperr,
Susan Stone
Sept 4 Betty DeLorne, Gisela Hodgson,
Emily Middendorf
Sept 5 Bill Barry, Greta Covington
Sept 6 Emma Clarke, Jeff Cobb,
Elizabeth Earl, Larry Gray,
Tim Johnson, Shirley Pope
Sept 7 Craig Crosby, Patrick
Humphreys, Anne Moser,
Scott Noakes
Sept 8 Legene Mullis
Sept 9 Kay Avery, Lynn Dicks, Jay
Mullis, Randy Pate, Sandy
Pyle, George Scott, Sr.,
Rob Stephens III, Nancy
Thornton, Anne Wifong
Sept 10 Carol Jones, Joe Key, Edward
Law, Steve Shirley,
Julie Walters
Sept 11 Nancy Bostrom, Frank McGriff
Sept 13 Alan Campbell, Mary Lynn
Key, Anna Morgan
Sept 14 Suan Clarke, Lois Kemper,
Wayne Walters
Sept 15 Laura Fortson, Maddy Randolph

Sept 16 Bob Bishop, Gary Fleming,
Andy Jordan, Michael Poole,
Katherine Wesson
Sept 17 April Brown, Helen London,
Jayne Mendenhall
Sept 18 Bill Donaldson, Jr.,Sylvia Wilson
Sept 19 Frank Guest, Sally Krisel,
Christine Register, Phil Van
Dyck, Millie Warren
Sept 20 Eric Carr, Francis Johnston,
Mary Ann Jones, Nixon
Roberts
Sept 21 Linda DePascale, Chuck Hunt,
Jeremy Kilpatrick, Kitty Lay
Sept 22 Jason Hasty
Sept 23 Susan Barrett
Sept 24 Bryan Cole, Sidney Doornbos,
Cash Havick, Hal Pritchett,
Heather Reed, Moffatt
Williams, Jr.
Sept 25 Linda Delinsky, Laura Hill,
John McKillip, Sam Seward
Sept 26 Verner Chaffin, Sandra Kays
Sept 27 Camden Camp, Jerry
Crawford, Amanda
Thompson
Sept 28 Bruce Borders, Bud Hartman, Jr.
Sept 29 Sherry Caven, Steve Whiten
Sept 30 Pirie Humphries, Lizzie
Simmons, John Ward

New Member Classes
Are you interested in learning more about what it means to be a Presbyterian and
a member of this congregation? Please join us as we meet for three gatherings
during the Sunday School hour.
Our next new member classes will be September 11, September 18, and
September 25 at 9:45 a.m. Childcare will be provided. Please call the church
office (706-543-4338) or email us (lbell@firstpresathens.org) to ask about attending.

Called Congregational Meeting, September 11
The session has called a congregational meeting for Sunday, September 11
following the 11:00 a.m. worship service for the following purposes:
to elect ten ruling elders for a three-year term to the class of 2019
and to elect one ruling elder for a one-year term to the class of 2017.

Bible Readings
Sept
Sept
Sept
Sept
Sept
Sept
Sept
Sept
Sept
Sept
Sept
Sept
Sept
Sept
Sept
Sept
Sept
Sept
Sept
Sept
Sept
Sept
Sept
Sept
Sept
Sept
Sept
Sept
Sept
Sept

1 Job 16:16-22
2 Acts 13:13-25
3 John 10:1-18
4 Job 1:1-6
5 Acts 13:44-52
6 John 10:31-42
7 Job 29:1;30
8 Acts 15:1-11
9 John 11:30-44
10 Job 38:1-17
11 Rev 18:1-8
12 John 11:55-12:8
13 Job 40:1;41:1-11
14 Acts16:16-24
15 John 12:27-36a
16 Esther 1:1-4
17 Acts 17:16-34
18 Matt 6:1-6
19 Esther 4:4-17
20 Acts 18:12-28
21 Luke 4:1-13
22 Esther 7:1-10
23 Acts 19:21-41
24 Luke 4:38-44
25 Hos 1:1-2:1
26 Acts 20:17-38
27 Luke 5:12-26
28 Hos 3:1-5
29 Acts 21:27-36
30 Luke 6:12-26
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Return Service Requested

Sundays at First Presbyterian Church
Sunday, September 4
The Lord’s Prayer: 8. Thine Is the Kingdom
and the Power and the Glory
Dr. Carol Strickland Preaching
Food Sunday/Communion Sunday

Worship Services
8:45 & 11:00 a.m.

Sunday, September 11
Does Anybody Really Know What Time It Is?
Dr. Bruce Lancaster Preaching

Sunday School
9:45 - 10:40 a.m.

Sunday, September 18
Claim Your Mountain
Dr. Bruce Lancaster Preaching

Children’s Church
Children ages 4 through Grade 2
may leave the 11:00 a.m. service after the
Call to Worship for Children’s Church
in the Godly Play Room.

Sunday, September 25
If You Can’t Sing It, You Don’t Have to Believe It
Dr. Bruce Lancaster Preaching

