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Bruce’s Blog
My Friends,

Thank you for the warm and generous welcome Cathi and I have received upon 
our arrival in Athens. In answer to the question we have been asked the most, “No, 
we are not settled in yet, but we’re getting there!” 

We are looking forward to our time here with you, and that leads to what I imagine is 
the second most asked question: “Just what does an interim pastor do?” This is a two-
part answer: first, there is the pastoral nature of this ministry, and the second part deals 
with the interim nature. As a pastor, there is no real difference between the ministries 

of an interim or permanent pastor. I will preach, teach, visit, counsel, serve as Moderator of the Session and 
as Head of Staff, and have all the other duties a minister has. (I have already had my first staff meeting, and 
I hope you know how fortunate this church is to have such capable and caring people serving this church.)

The difference, however, is in the second part of this answer. The key word is, “interim.” And let me be 
clear as we begin our time together: as Interim Pastor, I cannot be considered as a candidate for Pastor. I will 
be here only until you call your new pastor. How long will that be? No one knows for sure, but it should be 
a “Goldilocks” time: not too long, not too short, but just right! I’ve been told that it generally takes 18 to 24 
months for a congregation to call a new pastor. But please don’t set your calendar by that! The timing belongs 
to God, and I will be here as long as I need to be according to God’s plan for First Presbyterian Church.

We will be guided by the question, “What does God desire for this congregation to be and do as we move 
forward in the 21st century with a new pastor?” The answer will be shaped as the Holy Spirit works 
through you – your faith, hope, and love – building on a strong foundation, eagerly preparing for the next 
chapter in the honored history of this church.

I am excited to serve with you as Interim Senior Pastor, and I ask you to keep me in your prayers.  

Thanks and blessings,
Bruce Lancaster, Interim Senior Pastor

Food Sunday 
Benefiting 

the Athens-Area 
Emergency Food Bank

Sunday, October 2 we will 
be collecting non-perishable 
food items for the Athens-
Area Emergency Food Bank. 

This month they are requesting:
Canned tuna

Canned salmon
Canned tomatoes (whole, 

diced, stewed, etc., 
not sauces)

Thank you for donating 282 
items in September. The 
diapers were especially 
appreciated!

When Chuck and I looked for a new home to raise our young family, we had a list of must-haves. When we began 
to look for our new church home, once again, we had a list of must-haves: a strong children’s ministry, an adult 
Sunday School program, and opportunities for our family to learn and grow in the Lord. First Presbyterian Church 
met our list and offered so much more. When the stewardship season came around, we knew that it was important 
to support the programs that were supporting our family and to return a portion of the Lord’s generous blessing. 

As our sons reached middle and high school, we celebrated their involvement in the youth group, mission trips, 
special programs and choirs. Our family’s needs were changing but we were still being nurtured and supported by 
First Presbyterian Church, so our time and financial support continued.

Now our sons are in college and graduate school and we are enjoying the freedom of having young adult children. Our list of must-haves is a bit 
shorter now and our focus has changed. What I appreciate now is the work of the church in the Athens community and beyond: the monthly 
food collection, the Live Nativity, IHN, Habitat builds, mission trips to Haiti and Honduras. I value how our church lives its mission to share 
God’s love beyond its walls. This is why I continue to pledge my support.

Laura Toney

Reflection on Giving



“Can God spread a table in the wilderness?” asks the psalmist (78:19). Indeed, God can and does! When we gather around the Table 
on World Communion Sunday October 2, we will find there plenty of reconciliation and grace. An important way to share the radical 
hospitality we receive at God’s Table is by supporting the Peace and Global Witness special offering which will be received that day.

Twenty-five percent of the offering this year will go to Jubilee Partners, an intentional Christian service community in Comer, Georgia.  
Their primary ministry is offering hospitality to refugees who have newly arrived in the U.S. Since 1980, over 3,000 refugees fleeing 30 
countries have come through Jubilee. They have found a safe place to study English and receive assistance in obtaining Social Security 
cards, initial health screenings, and other medical care as needed, as they begin their new life in an environment of love and support.

Another 25% of the offering goes to our presbytery and synod for ministries of peace and reconciliation. The remaining 50% is used 
by the Presbyterian Mission Agency to advocate for peace and justice in cultures of violence, including our own, through collaborative 
projects of education and Christian witness.  

God spreads the table for us. In turn, let’s spread the table for others. Please be generous.

Music Notes

The first thing that comes to most of our minds when we think about stewardship is a monetary offering to God and to our church 
to support the many ministries in and outside of our church. We also talk about stewardship of our time and talents. Talent can be 
a tricky word in the area of music. Those who think they don’t have the gift of musical talent assume there’s nothing they can 
contribute. I don’t believe that. While the human voice is the only true God-given instrument, and singing or playing music may 
seem to come more easily to some people than others, musicians know that there is a lot of study and practice that go into making 
music well. We didn’t come out of the womb with the ability to read music, play an instrument, or sing. (Well, I guess we do come 
out “singing” in a way!) 

To me, the real gift is the passion, the desire, to make music. If we have that, it will drive us to 
learn, practice, and develop our musical skills. Even if we do seem to have some natural ability, 
if we don’t practice, we certainly won’t improve. And without practice, usually even what we 
have slips away. But if we have the desire to give our time and talent, that can be our offering.

What does this have to do with stewardship? At First Presbyterian Church, we have six choirs: 
the Chancel Choir (college age and older), The Mellows (adults who sing once a week at 
senior care facililties), Handbell Choir (three octaves, with up to 11 people), Celebration Singers 
(Grades 6-12), St. Andrews Choir (Grades 2-5), and Cherub Choir (4 Year - Olds – Grade 1). 
All of these choirs need financial resources in the budget to purchase music, folders, robes, shirts, 
music stands, gloves and polishing cloths for bells, and funds for travel and education. We 
have singers and instrumentalists who attend the Montreat Music & Worship Conference each 
summer, which is a wonderful learning experience. We also occasionally hire instrumentalists 
to accompany us in worship. All of these aspects of our music ministry need financial support.

Did I mention the six choirs we have? Our Chancel Choir works very hard to provide musical leadership each week in worship. We 
also have opportunities for singers and ringers of all ages. Those choirs are made up of volunteers from our congregation, most of 
whom are not trained musicians. Our choirs are made up of ordinary people who work hard every week in rehearsals, and the result 
of our combined efforts is something none of us could produce individually. That’s the beauty of it! We start early with our children, 
teaching them to sing, read music, and use those abilities in worship. We practice every week, spending many hours learning and 
rehearsing anthems. It takes weeks of rehearsals to learn and polish music that may take only minutes to perform in worship. 

Music is one of the greatest ministries in our church. Don’t think for a minute you are not “gifted” or “talented” enough to be in 
a choir. Come join one of our choirs and find out. Singing in a choir is hard work, but it’s very rewarding. Even if you don’t join a 
choir, support all of our ministries at First Presbyterian Church, including the wonderful ministry of music.

Soli Deo Gloria (to God be the Glory)
John Coble, Director of Music and Organist

The Table Is Set: 
Peace & Global Witness Special Offering,

October 2



Outreach Spotlight: 

Bethlehem Ministry – Making a Difference in Haiti

The month of May brings the joy of graduation, signifying 
achievement, transition, preparation, and satisfaction of a job 
well done. This rite of passage is repeated in many places 
throughout the world. It’s hard work. There are places in 
the world, however, where this accepted, common place 

event is next to impossible. Here’s a graduation story from such a place.

In the 1990s , a Haitian Episcopal Priest, Pere Jean-Monique Bruno, felt the call to establish 
a school in his native land of Terrier Rouge, Haiti. Most of life’s basic necessities are lacking 
in Terrier Rouge, especially the opportunity for education, medical assistance and economic 
growth.  Pere Bruno knew the work Athens-based Bethlehem Ministry was doing in Haiti. 
With the help of Bethlehem Ministry, he visited Athens and spoke to many organizations, 
including the First Presbyterian Church congregation, about his vision for Terrier Rouge that 
had at its center the establishment of a community school.

His powerful dream got action from the Athens community. Many individuals and 
organizations joined with Bethlehem Ministry. First Presbyterian Church contributed 
$30,000.00 to help establish the school. Athens professionals, including the land-planning 
firm Robinson Fisher and Associates, travelled to Terrier Rouge to find and purchase land 
and design and plan for a school.

In 2000, Ecole St. Barthelemy opened its doors to thirty students in a two-room building. 
Through the grace of God, determination from Bethlehem Ministry, Pere Bruno and his 
family, and support from all over the world, the school now has over one thousand students, 
all of whom are there because of financial support. The two-room building is now a multi-
story campus providing excellent academic, music and art education. The school has a full 
band that is second to none.

Bethlehem Ministry has also worked to establish a medical clinic, Clinique Esperance et 
Vie. First Presbyterian Church contributed $100,000 to help establish the clinic and 
has continued to provide significant resources for earthquake relief and the clinic’s ongoing 
operations. There is an income-generating, sustainable agricultural project, Jatrofa Projenou, 
which is also sponsored and assisted by Partner for People and Place, an Athens non-profit 
organization.

But, this is a graduation story. In May, twenty-two Ecole St. Barthelemy students donned 
cap and gown, beamed huge smiles, surpassed only by their parents’, and became the first 
graduates of the school. 

Many of you have contributed to and have been to Terrier Rouge to work and support the 
Bethlehem Ministry efforts in Haiti. The graduation in May happened because of you. There 
is a bronze plaque on an exterior wall at the school which gives thanks to you and First 
Presbyterian Church, Athens, Georgia for helping to make dreams of a school and the dreams 
of Haitian students come true.

Lewis Hudgins

IHN Host Week

First Presbyterian Church, with 
support from Congregation
Children of Israel, provided 
hospitality to families once again 
during the week of September 
25-October 2 through Interfaith 
Hospitality Network. Thank you 
to all our new and returning IHN 
volunteers. 

Please join us in welcoming and 
supporting the incoming 2017-
2019 IHN Coordinating Team:

Michelle Clendenen-Shaw, 
co-coordinator 
Patty Whiten, co-coordinator 
David Alper, CCI
Nan Cantrell, Rob Haire
Grace Lu, Jean Martin-Williams

With gracious thanks from the 
2014-2016 IHN Coordinating 
Team,

Jayne Bailey, co-coordinator 
Terry Nestor, co-coordinator
David Alper, CCI
Robbie Bryan, Don DeMaria, 
Donna Gerhardt, Paige Oelke

Louisiana Flooding
First Presbyterian Church gave 
$1000 to Presbyterian Disaster 
Assistance to respond to severe 
flooding in Louisiana. Gifts to the 
One Great Hour of Sharing offer-
ing taken last Easter are also helping.

AthHalf Pre-Race Service
October 9, 6:30 a.m.

We will host a brief pre-race worship service in Fellowship Hall on October 9
before the AthHalf. The service is informal and open to anyone who would like 
quiet reflection and inspiration for the half marathon ahead. The service will 
include scripture, prayer, music and a message from Dr. Carol Strickland. The 
dress for the service is “athletic casual.”

We will have our 11:00 a.m. service as usual but there will be no 8:45 a.m. 
worship service that day.



Children’s Ministry Update

Children’s Worship Bulletins
Our third, fourth, and fifth graders are enjoying new Children’s Worship Bulletins. These bulletins not 
only guide our children through worship, they are also interactive and engaging. The children’s bulletins 
are handed out during Sunday School and additional bulletins are available in the Narthex.

First Presbyterian Church Annual Picnic
Fun games and activities, yummy food, and a dip in the lake made for a wonderful First Presbyterian 
Church picnic! Thanks for all who were able to join us on Sunday, September 11. A special thanks to 
Chef Daryl Magrino for a very tasty picnic dinner and to our Fellowship and Evangelism Commission 
members, Chuck Roberts (Chair), Jason Doornbos, Madie Fischetti, Terry Nestor, Ella Stewart, and 
Carol Strickland for organizing this lovely afternoon of fellowship.

Welcome Our Waddel Fellows
We are pleased to have five Waddel Fellows serving our congregation this school year. This vocational discernment program is funded 
by the Lily Foundation and works in partnership with the Presbyterian Student Center. Stacey Bowden and Jordan Osborne are our 
Children’s Ministries  Waddel Fellows this year. The September Columns featured Nettie Jester, our Youth Waddel Fellow.

Stacey Bowden is a third-year student at the University of Georgia. She is studying Psychology with 
a minor in Global Health and plans to pursue a Masters in Clinical Mental Health or Clinical Psychology 
with an eye toward a career as a counselor. A native Athenian, she has been an active member at Covenant 
Presbyterian Church here in Athens, and has also worked with Interfaith Hospitality Network, Vacation 
Bible School at Briarwood Baptist Church, and the Presbyterian Student 
Center. She is excited to begin her second year as a Waddel Fellow in our 
Children’s Ministry.

A first-time Waddel Fellow, Jordan Osborne is a freshman at the University of 
Georgia and has been a member of our church since she was five years old. She 

plans to major in Social Work with a minor in Sociology. She has only been on campus for a month and 
has been busy studying. Jordan grew up in the Children’s Ministry and is excited to be part of it again. 

Continued on next page.

Natalie Bishop, Director of Children’s Ministries



Youth Ministry News

Our mission is to draw youth into a journey of faith, to prepare them for lifelong discipleship, 
and to inspire them to carry the love of Christ to Athens and the world. 

We are definitely off to a great start this year with a growing youth group, a committed team of parents, and a full calendar of events!

Our JOURNEY began this year with our Fall Retreat at Camp Ocoee in 
Copperhill, TN. Seventeen youth and eight brave adults joined us for this 
twenty-four hour adventure! On Saturday, we participated in a high ropes 
course, including swing-by-choice, jumped on the “blob” in the camp lake, 
and enjoyed s’mores and a prayer service around the campfire. The following 
morning, our 6th graders went horseback riding while the rest of the group 
tackled the Ocoee River and whitewater rafting. It truly was an amazing week-
end – the best way to kick off our year together! (Youth were photographers 
for the weekend, taking over 300 photos!? To see more, visit our Facebook 
page, First Presbyterian Church of Athens Youth Ministry.)

Last month, we focused on spreading God’s LOVE through service. At the 
first Wednesday night dinner, we shared about our mission trip this summer 
to Philadelphia where we spent a week at Broad Street Ministry practicing 
radical hospitality. We invited our church family to pray for the needs in the 
world by placing a strip of fabric on the Atrium tree. These prayers have since 
been moved to our prayer wall in the PIT. We also participated in the annual 
Rivers Alive Service Day, gathering with people from across Athens to take 
care of the Oconee River. In addition to picking up debris, we had the op-
portunity to learn about Athens’ homeless community, many of whom live 
along the Greenway.

As we turn the calendar into October, we stop to take a deep breath. On October 2, we’ll join with hundreds of others seeking a 
moment of calm at the 108 Sun Salutation Festival, held at the Botanical Gardens. Whether it’s yoga, lectio divina, labryinths, or 
prayer journals, one the greatest gifts we can give our youth is to help them to find their own LIFELONG spiritual practice. You are 
welcome to meet us for this unique evening.

Kim Ness, Director of Youth Ministries

Welcome Our Waddel Fellows, continued

Our Outreach Waddel Fellow is Christina Cotsakis Cordon. Christina is a University of Georgia 
graduate student pursuing a degree in Professional School Counseling. She has had extensive 
experience related to expanding educational opportunities, especially for Latino children and youth. 
For example, she administered the afterschool tutoring program for the Center for Latino Achieve-
ment and Success in Education (CLASE) at Oglethorpe Avenue Elementary School and served as a 
teacher and mentor at a Christian mission organization in Costa Rica 
for the 2012-13 academic year. Christina hails from Alpharetta and was 
married this summer to Christian Cordon.

New this year we have a Congregational Care Waddel Fellow. 
Peyton Lipecky will serve as a lay caller and may assist the commission in other activities. She is a 

second-year student at the University of Georgia and plans to study Finance and International 
Business. She is involved in several organizations on and off campus including being a student 

minister at the Presbyterian Student Center. Peyton’s hometown is Augusta.



Flower Dedications 

The following dates are available 
to dedicate f lowers for Sunday 
worship:  October 30 and  
November 6, 13, and 20. The 
cost for two arrangements is $100. 
Please contact Lucy Bell, (706) 
543-4338 or lbell@firstpresathens.
org, to schedule a date.

Sunday School Feature: 
New Voices

9:45 - 10:40 a.m., Room 302

We are currently studying Rachel 
Held Evans’ Searching for Sunday. 

We:

• are open to new voices
• are intergenerational and diverse
• rely on discussion &  
 participation
• are respectful of other’s  
 opinions and beliefs
• are non-partisan and 
 non-judgmental
• will use Rachel’s book and  
 scripture as springboards to  
 exploring faith
• are founded in a welcoming  
 community
• are very close to Chuck Hunt’s  
 coffee and doughnuts!

Facilitators: Lewis Hudgins, Erik Ness, 
Christine Register

August Financial
Information

Total August Revenue $67,562
Budgeted August Revenue $92,477
Total Revenue YTD $773,308

Total August Expenses $113,206
Budgeted August Expenses $99,581
Total Expenses YTD $884,055

Amazing Research at the University of Georgia
PTP Trip, October 18, 10:00 a.m.

We will meet at the Complex Carbohydrate 
Research Center on the University of Georgia 
campus, Tuesday, October 18, at 10:00 a.m. for 
our October event,“Amazing Research at the 
University of Georgia.” Associate Vice President 
for Research, Research Scientist, and First 
Presbyterian Church member Carl Bergmann 
will present the program. He will lead us on a 
special tour of this world-class research facility 
and tell us about the extraordinary research that 

is being done throughout the university. 

Following the tour and presentation we will have lunch at Locos Eastside.

Please RSVP by October 13 with Judy Howell, jhowell@uga.edu, or call 706-
549-2888.



In Memoriam
Betty Tate DeLorme

1940-2016

Our Church Family

Christian Sympathy to:

Matt Bishop and family in the loss of his grandfather, 
Laurence S. Miller, Jr. 

Susan Haire and family in the loss of her father,
Charles M. Brodie.

Bruce Middendorf and family in the loss of his sister, 
Carolyn Middendorf Wilkinson.

Jennie Welch and family in the loss of her grandfather, 
Robert Jensen.

Oct 1 Sarah Bennewitz, Mac Corry, 
Knox Huff, Jr., Wendy 
Humphries, Lillian Jones, 

 Pat Searcy, Joy Swank
Oct 2 Charles Cantrell, Laura Clark, 

Heather Crawford, Cassi 
McCormack

Oct 3 Carol Ashmore, Pat Marshall
Oct 4 Charley Burch, Jr., Lynn West
Oct 5 Joan Duffett, John English
Oct 6 Kay Chaffin, Mike Farley, 

Nancy Gilleland, Susan Noakes
Oct 7 Kendall Kookogey, Hal 
 Hodgson III, Carol Robinson
Oct 9  Laura Bennewitz, Carly Hunt
Oct 10 Cheryl Gazlay, Mary Hopper
Oct 11 Katie Jean Griffeth, 
 Bill Wilfong, Jr., 
 Jean Martin-Williams
Oct 12 Meghan Bawcum, Becky 

Hartman, Jonathan Lu, 
 Adam McLean, Sissy McRae
Oct 13 Ashton Blount V, Lindsay 

Griffeth, Pam Royster
Oct 14 Bill Bushnell, Bobby Heath, 

Glenda LaBoon
Oct 15 John Kipp
Oct 16 Lora Antley, Mark Carter, 

Leita Cobb, Erin Morris
Oct 17 Melanie Bradford, Grace Lu, 

Amy Martin, Amy Nicholson, 
Jackson Parker

Oct 18 Leigh Crosby, Linda Ritter, 
Susanna Trier

Oct 19 Katie Delinsky, Mia Nobbie, 
Bob Sanks

Oct 20 Sandy Boyles, Jerris Hayes, 
Julie Nathanson, Alison 
Neufeld

Oct 21 Nan Barton, Caleb Streer
Oct 22 Judy Burch, John Coble, 

Cardee Kilpatrick, 
 Bruce Miller, Luke Parker
Oct 23 Elizabeth Childs, 
 Amber Estes, Allen King, Jr., 
 Jordan Osborne, Geoff Walsh
Oct 24 Terry Caven, Will 
 Cowsert III, Johnny Hyers, 
 Tommy Jackson, Sr., 
 Renee Middleton, Ed Nichols
Oct 25 Carl Bergmann, Kinsey Clark, 

Karen Gilmore, Julie Hayes, 
Fran Lane, Jane Magrino

Oct 26 Bob Bostrom, Brian 
Lukasiewicz, Brady Padgett, 
Chris Pope

Oct 27 Karen Denning, Cathi 
Lancaster, Addie Middleton, 
Steve West

Oct 28 Claudette Cole, Mary Havick, 
Sandy Jordan, Tanner Scott, 
Bruce Travis

Oct 29 A.J. Carr, Thomas Jackson, Jr., 
John Morgan

Oct 30 Sylvia Jensen, Jane Travis 
Oct 31 DeeAnn Cox, Del Dunn

Oct  1 Colossians 3:15 
Oct  2 Galatians 5:22
Oct  3 Hebrews 12:14
Oct  4 1 Peter 3:9-11
Oct  5 1 Peter 5:6-7
Oct  6 Psalm 37:37
Oct  7 James 3:18
Oct  8 Philippians 4:17
Oct  9 Proverbs 12:20
Oct  10 Proverbs 16:7
Oct  11 Psalm 29:11
Oct  12 Romans 12:18
Oct  13 Romans 14:19
Oct  14 Psalm 34:14
Oct  15 Psalm 85:8
Oct  16 Psalm 119:165
Oct  17 Isaiah 9:6
Oct  18 Isaiah 26:3
Oct  19 Isaiah 26:12
Oct  20 Isaiah 54:10
Oct  21 Isaiah 55:12
Oct  22 Matthew 11:28-30
Oct  23 John 16:33
Oct  24 John 14:27
Oct  25 1 Corinthians 14:33
Oct  26 2 Thessalonians 3:16
Oct  27 Romans 15:13
Oct  28 Philippians 4:6-7
Oct  29 Matthew 5:9
Oct  30 Psalm 4:8
Oct  31 Isaiah 32:17

Bible Readings 
on Peace
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Return Service Requested

Sundays at First Presbyterian Church

Sunday, October 2
Christian First, Presbyterian Second
Dr. Bruce Lancaster Preaching

World Communion Sunday, Food Sunday, 
Peace & Global Witness Special Offering

Sunday, October 9
6:30 a.m. Persevere

Dr. Carol Strickland Preaching

11:00 a.m. Are You Still Coming Over?
Dr. Bruce Lancaster Preaching

Sunday, October 16
A Space Into Which Belief Can Flood

Dr. Bruce Lancaster Preaching

Sunday, October 23
Sacrifice

Dr. Bruce Lancaster Preaching

Sunday, October 30
Tree Man

Dr. Carol Strickland Preaching

Worship Services
8:45 & 11:00 a.m. 
Except October 9

Sunday School
9:45 - 10:40 a.m.

Children’s Church
Children ages 4 through Grade 2

may leave the 11:00 a.m. service after the
Call to Worship for Children’s Church

in the Godly Play Rooms.


