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Bruce’s Blog
My Friends,

Our church’s theme this year is “We are a Storied People.” Last month 
I shared with you a story Jesus told about generosity. We also have heard 
stories from our congregation about generosity and Judy Scanlon has asked 
us to tell our own stories of faith.

My question this month is, “How do we 
get our story out as a church?” 

When I was growing up my father used 
to say the best way to get a story out was 
by “telegram, telephone, or tell your 

Mother.” (However, he never said this in front of my Mother!)

But that’s not how it works today. We tell our stories today 
through social media. 

People go to our website (firstpresathens.org) to learn what’s 
happening at FPC, to read our monthly newsletter, to listen to sermons from previous worship 
services, to view pictures of our many activities, and to get a feel for how they might enjoy being 
here with us. Our Weekly Word emails are designed to provide pertinent announcements and 
information for members. 

We have decided to start providing more information on Facebook, as well. You can help:
   Go to the First Presbyterian Church of Athens Facebook page, look under the banner 
        of pictures and click “Like” and “Follow.”
   Scroll down until you see our FPC of Athens Super Group and click “Join.” 
   Commit to going to our First Presbyterian Church of Athens Facebook page every
        day and liking any post you see there. Our posts will be seen by an ever-larger group of
        our community who will see what we are doing at FPC and hopefully want to learn more!
   This will take less than 5 minutes a day, but will make a big difference in getting our 
        story out as church to the larger community. The more people who like a post (and 
  even better, comment or share), the more people who will see the story of 
  First Presbyterian Church.

I also encourage you to ‘check in’ on your Facebook page on Sunday mornings when you get to 
FPC. This is another way to tell your story as a member of this wonderful community of faith!

As part of our digital efforts and attempts to be good stewards of our resources, we also ask you to 
consider whether you still need to receive the newsletter by mail. Please contact the church 
office at frontdesk@firstpresathens.org or 706-543-4338 by December 15 if you would 
like to continue receiving the paper copy of the newsletter. If you do not currently receive 
the email version of the newsletter, please let us know if you would like to sign up for that.
Thanks and blessings,
Bruce Lancaster, Interim Senior Pastor

Save the Date
November 2-3

Pictorial Directory Reprint 
Portrait Sessions

November 4
Daylight Savings Time Ends 

Commitment Sunday 

Food Sunday

November 4
Fauré Requiem
& Reception

November 11
Thanksgiving 

Food Bag Sunday

Veterans Day Bell Ringing
30 Hour Famine
November 14

Last Wed@First for Fall 
November 18

Thornwell Offering 

Interfaith Thanksgiving 
Worship

November 20
Project Safe Work Day

November 22
Thanksgiving Meals on

Wheels Delivery
November 29

Live Nativity
December 2

Fellowship@First:
Advent Workshop

Old fashioned selfie



Music Notes
On Sunday, November 4 at 4:00 p.m., our Chancel Choir will perform Gabriel Fauré’s Requiem as part of the Wayne F. 
Middendorf Memorial Concert Series. A requiem is a mass or service offered for the dead. Fauré began composing his Requiem 
in 1887, the year his mother died, and two years after the death of his father. Unlike requiem settings of other composers of 
the time, which included rather dramatic and even theatrical depictions of the day of judgment, Fauré wished to emphasize 
rest and peace. Fauré explained, “Everything I managed to entertain by way of religious illusion I put into my Requiem, 
which moreover is dominated from beginning to end by a very human feeling of faith in eternal rest.” Fauré saw death as “a 
happy deliverance, an aspiration towards happiness above, rather than as a painful experience.” In its earliest forms, Fauré’s 
Requiem did not call for a large choir and orchestra. His choir probably numbered twenty or thirty and was accompanied 
by a chamber orchestra. Our performance seeks to 
capture the intimacy intended by the composer.

Each year we remember those in our church 
community we have lost over the last year on All 
Saints’ Sunday. This year, in addition to that, we 
are offering this concert in memory of all who have 
died. We have all experienced the loss of loved ones 
and we know we will again. Death is part of the 
journey of life. Our concert is open to the public, 
to all who wish to find beauty, comfort, and peace 
through music. Please plan to attend and invite 
friends, family, and music lovers to join you.

Soli Deo Gloria (To God alone be the Glory),
John Coble, Director of Music and Organist

Mission Minded
Our mission statement on the weekly bulletin includes the words, “sharing 
the love of Christ with Athens and the world.” Through our operating 
budget, special offerings, and many other initiatives involving volunteer 
efforts and donations, we seek to do just this. For various reasons we 
are replacing our International Craft Fair mission fundraiser with a new 
event which will take place next spring. It will be the Mardi Gras Mission 
Gala. We hope it will raise lots of money for mission and be fun for all.

The Mardi Gras Mission Gala will take place on the Sunday before Ash Wednesday, 
March 3, 2019. It will be a festive lunch with jazz, a children’s craft table, and, most 
importantly, a silent auction. Beginning soon, we will be soliciting gifts for the auction. 
Please think of a way you can contribute. Can you offer time at a beach or mountain 
home? Could you cook for a dinner party of eight? Can you paint a picture of someone’s home? Could you serenade someone 
on a birthday or other special occasion? Do you have a skill or expertise you could offer like an hour of computer/smart phone 
tutoring or of legal/financial advice? Would you be willing to help someone unclutter their closets, sell their stuff on eBay, or 
weed their garden? Maybe you have some items in your attic that someone else would gladly buy.  

In this season of Thanksgiving, please think creatively about how you can pass along your gifts in order to help others. I’m 
reminded of the parable Jesus told about the servants who used (or did not use) the talents/gifts they were given. I’m betting 
that the one who shared the most not only pleased the master most, but had the most fun.

Carol Strickland, Associate Pastor

Angel Tree
November 9 - December 12

Will you be someone’s angel this year? There will be a special Salvation Army Angel Tree in Fellowship Hall 
November 9 - December 12. Please consider purchasing Christmas gifts for one or more of the 150 
Salvation Army “angels” (infant –12-year-old child) selected by our church. Detailed instructions are 
available when you select your “angel.” All gifts are due December 12.



IHNA Host Week
November 11-18

Don’t forget to sign up in the Atrium for our November 
11-18 Interfaith Hospitality Network of Athens host week 
– our final one for this year. We invite you to be blessed 
while being a blessing to our guests.  

Have you ever wondered what, if anything, is offered to the guests after they leave the 
program? Many of them opt to be part of the extended network. They are followed up 
with periodically, they’re able to use the Day Center for laundry and computers, and 
they’re provided assistance during the holidays. The IHNA staff continues to look for ways 
to reconnect with the families in hopes of providing additional opportunities for growth.

One such opportunity was offered on Halloween as IHNA hosted a Halloween party! 
Volunteers provided food and candy and joined the families for a time of fun and fellowship. 
IHNA is changing lives in the Athens community; we invite you to get involved!

Michelle Clendenen-Shaw and Patty Whiten, IHNA Co-Coordinators

Food 2 Kids
Thank you to the Presbyterian 
Women for donating 39 pounds 
of food in October to the Food 
Bank of Northeast Georgia.

Holiday Meals 
on Wheels 

Drivers Needed
Every Thanksgiving, Christmas 
Day and New Year’s Day 
volunteers from First Presbyterian 
Church deliver nutritional meals 
to homebound seniors. By assisting 
on these days, we allow year-long 
volunteers to take a break during 
the holiday season. FPC also pays 
for the meals on these three days. 
The cost is generally around 
$1,000. Volunteers meet at the 
Council on Aging at 10:00 a.m. 
The routes take 30 minutes to an 
hour to complete. 

If you are interested in delivering 
meals, please contact Sally Vandiver 
at sally.vandiver@gmail.com or 
contact the church office at 706-
543-4338. Since this is a popular 
family event, please be sure to sign 
up early as the slots fill quickly.

Donations can be made by writing 
a check to First Presbyterian 
with “Meals on Wheels Holiday 
Donation” noted on the bottom.

Peace & Global Witness 
Special Offering

FPC gave $1,153 to this offering 
in October. The Homeless Day 
Center recieved 25%. Thank you 
for your gifts, which make an 
important difference.

Food Sunday 
On Sunday, November 4, we will be collecting non-
perishable food items for the Athens-Area Emergency 
Food Bank. This month they are requesting:

  w fruit juice!

  w fruit juice!

   w fruit juice!

Thank you for donating 486 items in October!!!

Thanksgiving Food Bag Sunday
November 11

This year we will continue our annual tradition of filling grocery bags with Thanksgiving 
meals for our less fortunate neighbors. Bags will be available Sunday, November 4. 
Please return them filled with a Thanksgiving meal for four on or before November 11. 
Your generosity provides a story of Thanksgiving.

                Suggested items:

* Not in bags delivered prior
      to November 11

• Canned Ham
• Cranberry 

Sauce
• Canned Fruit
• French Fried 

Onions
• Peas
• Corn

• Stuffing/
Dressing Mix

• Cornbread 
Mix

• Mac & 
Cheese

• Instant 
Potatoes

• Gravy, cans 
or jars

• Rice
• Fresh Sweet 

Potatoes
• Brown & 

Serve Rolls *
• Cookies *



Children’s Ministry Update
It’s Time to Get Ready…
Our children learn in the Godly Play story, The Circle of the Church Year, that there are three great times during 
the year: Christmas, Easter, and Pentecost. “People can walk right through these mysteries each year and not 
even know what’s there. We need time to get ready to come close to these mysteries. The time for getting 
ready for the mystery of Christmas is called Advent. Sometimes the color for getting ready for Christmas is 
purple. Purple is a serious color, it’s the color of kings.”  – The Circle of the Church Year, Godly Play 
We live in such a busy world that we are at risk of forgetting how to get ready for this special time of the year. As we enter the last 
few weeks of the green, growing times and prepare for the purple of Advent, begin talking with your children and family about 
how you are going to get ready and focused on the true meaning of this special season. 
Mark your Calendars…
There are many wonderful church events and outreach opportunities scheduled throughout November to help us prepare for the 
Advent season: 

Thanksgiving Food Bags will be available November 4; please bring back bags filled with a Thanksgiving 
feast for a family in need on Sunday, November 11.
Help support the children of Thornwell Homes by “stuffing” Thornwell Turkeys. Turkey coin envelopes will 
be available on November 4 and 11. Please bring back your “stuffed turkeys” filled with quarters and place in the 
offering plate during the worship service on Sunday, November 18. 
Join our Athens family as we celebrate together at Interfaith Thanksgiving Worship on 
Sunday, November 18 in the Meetinghouse at Piedmont College, 4:30 p.m. 

The Angel Tree will be on display in Fellowship Hall beginning November 9. Choose an angel (or two) from 
the tree and help provide these sweet children with needed clothing items as well as a fun Christmas gift to open 
on Christmas morning. Angel Tree gifts need to be brought to the church by December 12. 
Visit the Holy Family, wise men, shepherds and many sweet, furry friends at our Live Nativity on 
Thursday, November 29, 6:00 – 8:00 p.m. 

New this year is our Fellowship@First: Advent Workshop, Sunday, December 2, 12:00 – 2:00 p.m. We 
will enjoy brunch, Advent wreath making, and children ages three-years-old – 5th Grade who would like 
to participate in the upcoming Christmas Pageant will have the opportunity to choose their costumes. Please 
see next page for details. 

The Children’s Christmas Pageant and Dinner will be Sunday, December 9, 5:00 p.m. Join us for this 
special evening as the children take us back to that Holy night of our Savior’s birth.

Natalie Bishop, Director of Children’s Ministries

Thursday, November 29
185 E. Hancock Ave

6:00-8:00 p.m.

Dear First Presbyterian Family and Friends, 

Please help us spread the word about this exciting 
community event! The 2018 Live Nativity will include 
live music, refreshments, fun Christmas art activities and 
20 LIVE animals, including a camel. Children will be 
able to pet many of the animals.

All are welcome so please tell neighbors, colleagues, 
extended family, and friends. This will be a wonderful 
way to kick off the Christmas season and showcase our 
wonderful Weekday School. We look forward to seeing 
you there 

If you are interested in helping in any way, being one of 
the Nativity characters for an hour, or just knowing more, 
please email me at elaine@firstpresathens.org! 

Elaine Johnson, Director of Weekday School



Youth Ministry News

Confirmation Class Opening Retreat

What is the 30 Hour Famine?
Every year, hundreds of thousands of students in the U.S. – and thousands more around the world – unite through World Vision’s 
30 Hour Famine to help feed hungry children and families. While fasting for 10, 20, or 30 hours, our youth experience hunger 
while learning about the causes of hunger and poverty around the world...and what we can do to make an impact. 
 • Worldwide, 795 million people – about one in nine – are chronically hungry. That’s nearly 2.5 times the 
  population of the United States.
 • In 2014, 16,000 children younger than 5 died every day – most from preventable causes. It’s estimated that nearly 
  half of these deaths were tied to hunger. That’s about one every 10 seconds.
 • Nearly one in 10 people live on less than $1.90 per day.
On Sunday, November 11, middle and high school youth will gather for worship then begin a day of service including 
organizing the Thanksgiving Food Bags, working at a local farm and preparing a meal for Our Daily Bread. We will break 
the fast with a Potluck Meal in Fellowship Hall with family and friends. If you’d like to join us in either the fast or the meal, 
please contact me. We’d love to share a meal with you!

Kim Ness, Director of Youth Ministries

Youth Group This Month
November 4

The Great Debate - learning how to disagree with grace about the big and little questions

November 11
30 Hour Famine - a day of service and fasting while we learn about global hunger and poverty

November 18
Interfaith Thanksgiving Service followed by ice cream with area Presbyterian youth groups

November 25
Classic Christmas Movie Night - pjs encouraged!

Fellowship@First: Advent Workshop
Sunday, December 2, 12:00 - 2:00 p.m.

All are invited! Come to Fellowship Hall where we will enjoy brunch and Advent wreath-
making. Children ages three-years-old – 5th Grade who would like to participate in the 
upcoming Christmas Pageant will also have the opportunity to choose their costumes. 

Please be sure to RSVP for the Advent Workshop in the Atrium on Sundays, beginning 
November 4, online, or by contacting the church office. Your reservation is very important 
so we will know how many biscuits to bake and how many Advent candles to purchase. 
We look forward to this new Advent tradition at FPC! 



Flower Dedications 
The following dates are available to 
dedicate flowers for Sunday worship: 
November 4 and 25. The cost for 
two arrangements is $100. Please 
contact Lucy Bell Johnson, lbell@
firstpresathens.org or (706) 543-4338 
to schedule a date.

Looking Ahead
December 2

First Sunday of Advent

December 5
Senior Adult Ministry’s

Christmas Tea, 2:00 p.m.

December 9
Christmas Pageant, 5:00 p.m.
Christmas Dinner, 5:30 p.m.

December 16
Christmas Joy Offering

A Festival of Lessons & Carols
8:45 & 11:00 a.m.

Holiday Benevolence Market
9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.

December 23
One Service, 10:00 a.m. 

December 24
Child-Friendly Service, 4:00 p.m. 

Candlelight Services 
6:00 & 8:00 p.m. 

December 30
One Service, 10:00 a.m. 

September Financial
Information

Total Sept Revenue      $91,619
Budgeted Sept Revenue     $90,102
Total Revenue YTD        $891,969

Total Sept Expenses   $110,013
Budgeted Sept Expenses  $122,055
Total Expenses YTD         $995,503

Brown Bag Bible Study
Continues through November 14

Brown Bag Supper: 6:00 p.m.
Everyone is invited! Bring your supper to the Moses Waddel 
Room, families are welcome to bring children.

Bible Study: 6:30 p.m.- 7:30 p.m.
Dr. Bruce Lancaster is teaching a Bible Study beginning at 6:30 p.m. and going 
for about an hour. Childcare is provided.

Pictorial Directory Reprint 
November 2-3

If you have joined FPC since our Pictorial Directory photos were taken 
in 2017, or missed the photo sessions for some other reason, you will have 
an opportunity to have your picture taken again for our directory reprint. 

Portrait sessions are available on Friday, November 2 from 2:00 - 8:30 p.m. or Saturday, 
November 3 from 10:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. You may sign up online (link on the church 
website) or by contacting the church office. If you can volunteer to greet during the 
photo sessions, please contact Jennifer in the church office. Thank you!

Interfaith Thanksgiving Worship
Sunday, November 18, 4:30 p.m.

All are invited to join our Athens friends and neighbors in 
the Meetinghouse at Piedmont College for this worship 
experience for all faith groups (Christians, Jews, Muslims, 
et al.). The sponsor, Interfaith Clergy Partnership of 
Greater Athens, includes representatives of more than 50 
congregations in the Athens area. In a time when there is so 
much division, let’s unite in thanksgiving. 

Project Safe Work Day
Tuesday, November 20

 Please join our team from 10:00 a.m. until 1:00 p.m. sorting clothes 
and other items for sale to benefit victims of domestic violence. 
To volunteer or for questions please contact Kitty Donnan, 
kittydavedonnan@gmail.com. The Project Safe Thrift Store is 
located in the Bell Shopping Center, 955 Hawthorne Ave. 

Thornwell Special Offering
Sunday, November 18

Thornwell has been helping children and families all across 
South Carolina, Georgia, and Florida since 1875. Today, 
Thornwell continues its long history by offering a foster 
care program and other family and educational support 
programs. It provides safe and loving homes for children in 
need, offers hope for a brighter future through education and 
community-based programs, and encourages wholeness 
and healing with counseling and support.  Kids, stuff your 
Thanksgiving Turkeys and, adults, give generously to the 
Special Offering for Thornwell the Sunday before Thanksgiving, November 18. 

“Bad Boys and Bad Girls of the Bible”
       November 7 – Samson             November 14 – Delilah



Stories of the Faithful: 
Jacob

Our Church Family
Christian Sympathy to:

Legene Mullis and family on the loss of her husband, Jesse Carl “J.C.” Mullis. 

Mac Corry and family on the loss of his mother, Hilda McCart Corry.

In Memoriam
Jesse Carl “J.C.” Mullis

1926-2018

Nov  1 Hebrews 11:1-3
Nov  2 Hebrews 11:20-22
Nov  3 Genesis 28:1-9
Nov  4 Genesis 28:10-17
Nov  5 Genesis 28:18-22
Nov  6 Genesis 29:1-8
Nov  7 Genesis 29:9-14
Nov  8 Genesis 29:15-20
Nov  9 Genesis 29:21-30
Nov  10 Genesis 29:31-35
Nov  11 Genesis 30:1-13
Nov  12 Genesis 30:14-21
Nov  13 Genesis 30:22-24
Nov  14 Genesis 30:25-36
Nov  15 Genesis 30:37-43
Nov  16 Genesis 31:1-9
Nov  17 Genesis 31:10-21
Nov  18 Genesis 31:22-32
Nov  19 Genesis 31:33-42
Nov  20 Genesis 31:43-32:2
Nov  21 Genesis 32:3-12
Nov  22 Genesis 32:13-21
Nov  23 Genesis 32:22-32
Nov  24 Genesis 33:1-11
Nov  25 Genesis 33:12-20
Nov  26 Genesis 35:1-4
Nov  27 Genesis 35:5-8
Nov  28 Genesis 35:9-15
Nov  29 Genesis 35:16-21
Nov  30 Genesis 35:22-29

Nov 1 Ruth Curtis
Nov 2 Susan Landrum, Jody Pope, 

Grace Stephens, Ella Stewart
Nov 3 Catherine Burch, Loretta Hayes, 

Thatcher Padgett, Ieda Wiarda
Nov 4 Julian Attaway, Peggy Reigle, 

Homer Stark, Tommy Wilson, Jr.
Nov 5 Mary Burton
Nov 6 Powell Cobb, Josephine Crim, 

Richard Ferguson, Andrew 
McLean, Nathan Phillips, Ed 
Smith, Steve Thackray, Martha 
Thomas

Nov 7 Louise Hyers
Nov 8 Rob Haire, Nancy Tisdale
Nov 9 Tim Chester, Katie Heath
Nov 10 Dan Coenen, Sally Coenen, 

Rachel Huff, Jess Ostick, Robert  
Simmons, Kim Turner, 
Charlie Young

Nov 11 Jimmy Brown, Edward 
Brumby, Joe Neighbors

Nov 12 Jean Simmons
Nov 13 Whitney Alverson, Elise 

Grenley, Gwen Griffin, Jim 
LaBoon, Jr., Marilyn Poole

Nov 14 Carol Berdanier, Jennifer 
Castleman, Michelle Clendenen-
Shaw, Mal Elder, Jim Pope, Jr., 

 Ethelyn Simpson, Lawton 
Stephens, Sr., Dennis Wesson

Nov 15 Jay Bangle, Jr., Anne Berryman, 
Will Boatwright, Stacy Boyles, 
Stacie Norris, Peggy Randolph,

Nov 15 (con’t) Chuck Toney
Nov 16 Frances Griffin, Sandi Huszagh, 

John Simpson
Nov 17 Jayne Bailey, Jill Clement, 

Rick Simpson
Nov 18 Paul Allaire, Steve Bachman, Jr., 

Gail Chester, Jodie Guy, Jackie 
Williams, Tommy Wilson

Nov 19 Daniel Harrison, Elaine 
Middendorf

Nov 20 Hollins Cobb, Aiden 
Coble, Tyrus Dekle, Erika 
Hermanowicz, Jim Price

Nov 21 Harrison Alverson, Lewis 
Bartlett, Jr., Mark Compton, 
Jim Dove, Stephen Fischer, 
Emily LaBoon, Frank Stancil, 
Jr., Alan Stewart, Richard Stone

Nov 22 Ron Bogue, Jay Cook, 
Minnie Hill, Charlie Jackson, 
Grier Martin-Williams

Nov 23 Jack Drew, Ron Neisler
Nov 24 Joe Attaway, Chase Bentley, 

Roger Burbage, Richard 
Hathaway, Sven Swanson

Nov 25 Patrick Cheek, Catherine Wilson
Nov 26 Phoebe Waldrip
Nov 27 Zack Goekjian, Dot Handley, 

Bruce Middendorf, Bill 
Prokasy, Lizzie Randolph

Nov 28 John Cook, Sally Vandiver
Nov 29 Paul Simmons, John Walden, 

Jennie Welch
Nov 30 Bob Burton, Kip Mann

Commitment Sunday, November 4
Please bring your pledge card 

with you to church.
If you can’t be here, you may pledge online at 

firstpresathens.org
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Sundays at First Presbyterian Church

Sunday, November 4
A “Churched” Life

The Rev. Margaret Davis Preaching
Commitment Sunday, Communion Sunday, 

Food Sunday

Sunday, November 11
But Can God Trust in Us?

Dr. Bruce Lancaster Preaching
Thanksgiving Food Bag Sunday

Sunday, November 18
Early Shopping for God’s Christmas Gift

Dr. Bruce Lancaster Preaching
Thornwell Special Offering

Sunday, November 25
Hunger and Thirst for Righteousness
Dr. Bruce Lancaster Preaching

Worship Schedule 
8:45 & 11:00 a.m.

Sunday School for All Ages
9:45 a.m.

Children’s Church
Children Pre-K through Grade 2 may leave with 
Natalie Bishop, Director of Children’s Ministries,  

during the 11:00 a.m. service for Children’s 
Church held in the Children’s Ministry Suite.


