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Bruce’s Blog
My Friends,
A few weeks ago, I said in my sermon that “Without apology, I ask you to give
to the mission and ministries of First Presbyterian Church….All that is done
here is for God, and it is provided for by a generous and joyous response of God’s
people - a choice that reveals the character of the members of this church.”
So as we prepare to receive our commitments on Sunday, November 5
toward our proposed ministry and mission budget of $1,449,783 in 2018,
I share these thoughts with you….
We give, not because God needs our money, but because giving helps us grow as
Christians. I recently heard the Reverend Karl Travis, pastor of the First Presbyterian Church
in Ft. Worth, Texas, say about giving:
1. The spiritual practice of generosity begins with a promise, a promise to share.
It is a promise to ourselves and God.
2. Generosity isn’t measured first by the amount but rather by the proportion
of the giver’s abundance.
3. Disciplines are self-confirming. Only by engaging them can we learn of their value.
This is true of prayer, of Bible study, of worship, and certainly of generosity. We
must keep at it.
A story to help illustrate the truth that giving is a joyful spiritual discipline:
A church member told his pastor, “I don’t pledge.” His pastor asked, “Do you have a mortgage?”
“Yes,” the member replied. “Do you make car payments?” the pastor continued. “Yes,” the man
said. “It seems to me you make a lot of pledges,” the pastor concluded. “Is God worthy of one?”
A pledge is your ‘promissory prayer’ that can transform your giving into a spiritual discipline.
The amount we give to God comes after we remember to thank God – after we add up the
amount of our commitment and the amount of our joy to give 100% of ourselves – that’s the
spiritual math that will give you an amount.
It is because of the generosity of God that this church has done all the great things it has accomplished,
is doing great things now, and will be doing great things in the future.
You’ve heard it said, “Give until it hurts.” I say, “Give until it feels good!”
Thanks and blessings,
Bruce Lancaster, Interim Senior Pastor

Commitment Sunday, November 5

Please bring your pledge card
with you to church.
If you can’t be here, you may pledge online at firstpresathens.org

Food Sunday
Sunday, November 5 we will
be collecting non-perishable
food items for the AthensArea Emergency Food Bank.
This month they are requesting:
w Saltine crackers
w Canned pasta
w Hamburger Helper
Thank you for donating 489
items in October!

Save the Date

November 1
All Saints’ Evening Prayer
November 3 & 5
International Craft Fair
November 5
Commitment Sunday
November 12
Thanksgiving Food Bag
Sunday
November 15
Last Wed@First for Fall
November 19
Thornwell Offering
Interfaith Thanksgiving
Worship, Tate Center
Holiday Benevolence Market
November 30
Live Nativity

Thanksgiving Food Bag Sunday
November 12
This year we will continue our annual tradition of filling grocery bags with
Thanksgiving meals for our less fortunate neighbors. Bags will be available
Sunday, November 5. Please return them filled with a Thanksgiving meal for
four on or before November 12. Your gifts make a harvest of Thanksgiving.

			
• Canned Ham
• Cranberry
Sauce
• Canned Fruit
• Green Beans
• Peas
• Corn
• Rice

Suggested items:
• Stuffing/
Dressing Mix
• Cornbread
Mix
• Mac &
Cheese
• Instant
Potatoes

• Gravy, cans
or jars
• Fresh Sweet
Potatoes
• Brown &
Serve Rolls *
• Cookies *

* Not in bags delivered prior to November 12

Angel Tree
November 12 - December 7
Will you be someone’s angel this year? There will be a special Salvation Army Angel Tree in Fellowship Hall
November 12 - December 7. Please consider purchasing Christmas gifts for one or more of the 150
Salvation Army “angels” (infant -12 year old child) selected by our church. Detailed instructions are
available when you select your “angel.” All gifts are due December 7.

Music Notes

International Craft Fair

“The Road to the Isles” found in Celtic Daily Prayer

November 3 & 5, 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.

To the singing of the harvest-song goes the life of a
year, or of all the years – the
summer that is gone, the
winter that is coming; the
ones who have sown but
are not here to reap; the
ones who will sow when
the reapers that are have
been forgotten; the Good Being who makes the sun shine and
the corn ripen. There may be the breath of a sigh in that song,
but there is also in it a whole storm of rapture.
Gladness must come to its own some time; for the sorrows, there
are all the times. To the harvest-field go we, then, for life as it
ought to be. The sickle is fate, the hand that holds it is ours, for
once we will be the conqueror. Cut we down a sorrow here and
a pain there, bind them, and make them our slaves.
					– Kenneth McLeod
Soli Deo Gloria (To God alone be the Glory),
John Coble, Director of Music and Organist

Start your Christmas
shopping early at our
annual sale in Fellowship
Hall that will support our
church’s 2018 Honduras
Mission Trip.
Items will be available
from our own members,
fair trade artisans from
other countries, and Ten
Thousand Villages, a
non-profit agency which
pays fair trade prices to
the artisans. The church
receives ten percent of
these sales. Please bring items for sale to the church office
by November 2. You may contact me for more information
at 706-543-9619, marybu@charter.net, or 706-340-2814
(texts).
Mary Burton, Mission & Outreach Commission

Meet Jeremy
Thornwell Offering, November 19
Jeremy became the man of the house when he was 11. His father was absent and his
mother was addicted to gambling. She spent all of her money on gambling while Jeremy
kept his six younger brothers and sisters safe and fed. Jeremy spent so much time caring
for his siblings that he didn’t have time for his school work. As a result, he could barely
read in the sixth grade and was failing in school.
Eventually, Jeremy’s school intervened. Jeremy and
his siblings came to live at Thornwell, where their
basic needs were met, without Jeremy having to
be the one to do it. Jeremy was finally able to focus
on his school work. Thornwell’s Learning Center
staff and Jeremy’s family teachers helped him catch
up in reading. Within months, Jeremy was making
straight A’s. He gained two grade levels through
his hard work and the coaching of caring adults at
Thornwell and completed The Lord of the Rings, a challenging book for any eighth grader.
On November 19 we will
receive our special offering
for Thornwell. Founded by
Presbyterians in 1875 as an
orphanage, Thornwell currently
provides hope for hurting
children in South Carolina,
Georgia, and Florida via:
• Safe and loving homes through family-style residential care and foster care
		families
• Hope for a brighter future through academic programs as well as community		based programs
• Wholeness and healing through the nurturing love of Jesus and professional
		 counseling and therapy.
Thank you for giving generously.

Interfaith Hospitality Network of Athens
Since we are in the season of Thanksgiving, your IHNA
coordinating team would like to express our thanks for
many generous and thoughtful acts throughout the entire
year that benefited our First Presbyterian Church IHNA
program. From the dropping off of a pack of diapers to
the donation of towels or sheets to volunteering time or
food to financial contributions, our outreach is a compilation of many gifts from so
many in our congregation and beyond.
We are especially grateful for the recent donation of approximately 500 childrens books
by Sue and Larry Gray. Wow! These beautiful books are from their personal library that
they’ve established over many years. We feel so blessed that they chose our IHNA ministry
for this gift. Sue’s desire was to have the books go to children who don’t have ready access
to their own books and it’s our intention to carry out that desire. If you see Sue or Larry
around, say thanks. We say thanks a million for your generosity and that of all the others
who have made our ministry possible this year.
Michelle Clendenen-Shaw, Co-Coordinator Patty Whiten, Co-Coordinator David Alper,
CCI, Nan and Charles Cantrell, Rob Haire, Grace Lu, Jean Martin-Williams, Pat Wilson,
2017 IHNA Coordinating Team

All Saints’ Evening
Prayer Service
November 1, 6:30 p.m.
This service in the sanctuary,
following dinner, will be a time
of remembering members of our
church who have passed away over
the last year, as well as all loved ones
who have joined the Church
Triumphant. It will include prayers,
hymns, a choral anthem, and a
reading of names of those who have
passed in the last year.

Peace & Global Witness
Special Offering
First Presbyterian Church gave
$963 to this offering on October
1. The Athens Justice Coalition
of Care recieved 25%. Your gifts
make an important difference.

Holiday Meals
on Wheels
Drivers Needed
Every Thanksgiving, Christmas
Day and New Year’s Day
volunteers from First Presbyterian
Church deliver nutritional meals
to homebound seniors. By assisting
on these days, we allow year-long
volunteers to take a break during
the holiday season. FPC also pays
for the meals on these three days.
The cost is generally around
$1,000. Volunteers meet at the
Council on Aging at 10:00 a.m.
The routes take 30 minutes to an
hour to complete.
If you are interested in delivering
meals, please contact Sally Vandiver
at sally.vandiver@gmail.com or
contact the church office at 706543-4338. Since this is a popular
family event, please be sure to sign
up early as the slots fill quickly.
Donations can be made by writing
a check to First Presbyterian
with “Meals on Wheels Holiday
Donation” noted on the bottom.

Children’s Ministry Update
It is hard to believe that November is here, which means the holiday season is upon us! Our children
learn in the Godly Play story, The Circle of the Church Year, that there are three great times during the year:
Christmas, Easter, and Pentecost.
“People can walk right through these mysteries each year and not even know what’s there. We need time to get
ready to come close to these mysteries. The time for getting ready for the mystery of Christmas is called Advent.
Sometimes the color for getting ready for Christmas is purple. Purple is a serious color, it’s the color of kings.”
							 – The Circle of the Church Year, Godly Play
We live in such a busy world that we are all at risk of forgetting how to get ready for this special time of the year. Rather than focusing on the true meaning of the season, we focus on the “holiday hustle and bustle.” As we enter the last few weeks of green growing
times and prepare for purple and Advent, the time to get ready for the coming of our King, go ahead and begin talking with your
children about how your family is going to truly focus on the importance of the Thanksgiving and Christmas seasons. Take a look
at the many wonderful events and outreach opportunities below that are planned for all of our church family – adults, youth, and
children – to enjoy and take part in during this special time of year:
U Thanksgiving Food Bags will be available November 5; please bring back bags filled with a Thanksgiving
feast for a family in need on Sunday, November 12.
U Help support the children of Thornwell Homes by “stuffing” Thornwell Turkeys. Turkey coin envelopes
will be available on November 5 and 12. Please bring back your “stuffed turkeys” filled with quarters and place
in the offering plate during the worship service on Sunday, November 19.
U Join our Athens family as we celebrate together at Interfaith Thanksgiving Worship on Sunday,
November 19 at the University of Georgia’s Tate Center Grand Hall, 4:00 p.m.
U The Angel Tree will be on display in Fellowship Hall beginning November 12. Choose an angel (or two)
from the tree and help provide these sweet children with needed clothing items as well as a fun Christmas
gift to open on Christmas morning. Angel Tree gifts need to be brought to the church by December 7.
U Visit the Holy Family, wise men, shepherds and many sweet furry
friends at our Live Nativity on Thursday, November 30, 6:00 - 8:00 p.m.
U The Children’s Christmas Pageant and Dinner will be Sunday,
December 10, 5:00 p.m. Join us for this special evening as the children take us back to that
Holy night of our Savior’s birth.
Natalie Bishop, Director of Children’s Ministries

6th Annual Live Nativity
Thursday, November 30, 6:00 - 8:00 p.m.
The Weekday School, in partnership with the church, presents the true Christmas
story in this special hands-on experience for the Athens community. We will have the
Holy Family, the camel, and 20 other live animals, wise men, and shepherds. Of course
baby Jesus will be the focus of the evening. Come enjoy live Christmas music in several
different areas during the evening.
The children will enjoy making their annual Christmas ornaments, there will be cheese straws and
apple cider in the Children’s Ministry Suite for all to enjoy, and there will be a children’s imagination
station nativity dress-up area.
Please use this as an opportunity to invite neighbors, friends, colleagues, and community members to
experience this special Christmas gift from our church and school to Athens! It’s also a great way to
bring people into our church for the first time who may be
looking for a church home.
We need your help!
If you can be a wise man (or woman,) shepherd, holy family (families with a baby
less than a year old), or help with set-up, clean-up, greeting, or advertising, please
email me at elaine@firstpresathens.org TODAY!
Elaine Johnson, Director of Weekday School

Youth Ministry News
From natural disasters to generational poverty and worldwide hunger, the world can often feel overwhelming. What can one person
do? Where is God in the chaos? In Sunday School and youth group, we work hard to create a space where youth can share fears, ask
questions, and most importantly, take action.
Thanks to the initiative of Reid Bangle, we organized a collection of supplies for hurricane relief.
One Sunday morning, youth combined new donations with those we’ve collected over the last
few months to create over 200 hygiene kits. (In the basement, there are shelves with labeled bins
for hygiene kit donations - soap, shampoo, socks, washcloths, toothbrush/paste). We dropped off a
cartload of donations to St. Gregory Episcopal Church: hygiene kits, gallons of water, school supplies,
and cleaning supplies. Thank you to our church family for helping us with this project. Our friends at
St Gregory’s made sure these contributions made their way to our brothers and sisters in Puerto Rico.
On November 12, we will spend the day learning
about hunger through the 30 Hour Famine program.
We will begin with worship at 8:45 a.m. followed
by a full day of activities focused on the causes and
impacts of hunger on the individual and the larger
world. Youth will also participate in a food-based
service project…all while experiencing hunger for
themselves. We will break the fast that evening at 6:00 p.m. with a family-style meal
in Fellowship Hall.
Kim Ness, Director of Youth Ministries
In addition to your prayers, we invite YOU to fast alongside us:
30 hour famine begins at 12:00 p.m. on Saturday
20 hour famine begins at 10:00 p.m. on Saturday
10 hour famine begins at 8:00 a.m. on Sunday

Sunday, November 19, 5:30 p.m.
This year’s Holiday Benevolence Market will be held in conjunction with the 2nd Annual Interfaith Thanksgiving Worship
which will be on Sunday, November 19, in the Grand Hall of the UGA Tate Student Center at 4:30 p.m. (Please see next
page). The Holiday Benevolence Market will immediately follow worship at 5:30 p.m. in the corridor outside the Grand Hall.
The Holiday Benevolence Market provides the opportunity to buy “symbolic gifts” from more than 30 local non-profit
organizations. The organizations will have table-top displays providing information about their programs and goals, as well
as information on the “gifts” they would like to receive. The Benevolence Market provides an alternative to traditional
holiday gifts for relatives, friends, and teachers. Many gifts are in the category of $1-$3 making them ideal for children.
While we are hoping many members will attend the Interfaith Thanksgiving Worship and shop afterwards, shopping lists
will also be available in the Atrium throughout November for those unable to attend in person.
Denise Horton, Chair, Mission & Outreach Commission

Interfaith
Thanksgiving
Worship
November 19
Sunday, 4:30 p.m.

Flower Dedications
The following dates are available to
dedicate flowers for Sunday worship:
November 5, 19, and December
10. The cost for two arrangements is
$100. Please contact Lucy Bell, lbell@
firstpresathens.org or (706) 543-4338
to schedule a date.

September Financial
Information
Total Sept Revenue
Budgeted Sept Revenue
Total Revenue YTD

$77,135
$90,329
$901,031

Total Sept Expenses
Budgeted Sept Expenses
Total Expenses YTD

$119,618
$123,134
$966,150

All are invited to join
our Athens friends and
neighbors in the Grand
Hall of the Tate Center on
the UGA campus for this
worship experience for all
faith groups (Christians,
Jews, Muslims, et al.),
followed by the Holiday
Benevolence
Market.
Parking will be free.
More than 600 people
attended
last
year’s
innaugural
Interfaith
Thanksgiving Worship.
The sponsor, Interfaith
Clergy Partnership of
Greater Athens, includes
representatives of more
than 50 congregations in
the Athens area. In a time
when there is so much
division, let’s unite in
Thanksgiving.

Looking Ahead

Behind the Scenes

December 3
First Sunday of Advent
December 10
Christmas Pageant, 5:00 p.m.
Christmas Dinner, 5:30 p.m.
December 14
Senior Adult Ministry’s
Christmas Tea, 2:00 p.m.
December 17
Christmas Joy Offering
A Festival of Lessons & Carols
8:45 & 11:00 a.m.
December 24
Christmas Eve Services
8:45 & 11:00 a.m.

We have a wonderful staff that is supported by many volunteers contributing their time
to enhance our worship and fellowship experience. What kinds of things do they do?
Many of these things are almost invisible to most of us because they are “behind the
scenes.” But the visible fruits of their labor are needed, useful, and enjoyed by all of
us. They do not do these things as part of a church committee or commission, but as
individuals who have seen a need and give. Please check out more “Behind the Scenes”
in up-coming Columns issues to “meet” them and learn more about what they do.

Family Service, 4:00 p.m.
Candlelight Communion Services
6:00 & 8:00 p.m.
December 31
New Year’s Eve Services
8:45 & 11:00 a.m.

You may know Carl Bergmann as a co-leader of
the Inquirers Sunday School Class, but he can also
be found “behind the scenes” or should I say in
The PIT? During every host week for Interfaith
Hospitality Network of Athens, he helps set up
for the arrival of our guests on Sunday and also
helps takes down everything upon their departure
Carl Bergmann works with
the next Sunday. He is a ball of fire, a bundle of
Serve UGA students
energy, a tireless worker, and a large presence for
those who serve with him. During our April host week, he was mentoring a couple of
Serve UGA students who’d volunteered to help us. Carl immediately connected with
them, showed them how they could help, and answered the many questions they had about
how IHNA worked in the Athens area and specifically within our congregation. He gets
the job done well and with no fanfare! Thank him for his dedication and dependability.
Ella Stewart, Chair, Fellowship & Evangelism Commission

In Memoriam
William Marks Towles
1977-2017

Nov 2 Susan Landrum, Keith
Morgan, Jody Pope, Grace
Stephens, Ella Stewart
Nov 3 Loretta Hayes, Ieda Wiarda
Nov 4 Julian Attaway, Peggy Reigle,
Tommy Wilson, Jr.
Nov 5 Mary Burton
Nov 6 Powell Cobb, Josephine Crim,
Richard Ferguson, Andrew
McLean, Nathan Phillips, Ed
Smith, Steve Thackray, Martha
Thomas
Nov 7 Bill Crosby, Louise Hyers
Nov 8 Rob Haire, Nancy Tisdale
Nov 9 Tim Chester
Nov 10 Dan Coenen, Sally Coenen,
Rachel Huff, Jess Ostick, Robert
Simmons, Kim Turner, Charlie
Young
Nov 11 Jimmy Brown, Edward
Brumby, Joe Neighbors
Nov 12 Jean Simmons
Nov 13 Whitney Alverson, Gwen
Griffin, Jim LaBoon, Jr.,
Marilyn Poole
Nov 14 Carol Berdanier, Jennifer
Castleman, Michelle ClendenenShaw, Mal Elder, Jim Pope, Jr.,
Ethelyn Simpson, Lawton
Stephens, Sr., Dennis Wesson
Nov 15 Jay Bangle, Jr., Anne Berryman,
Will Boatwright, Stacy Boyles,
Stacie Norris, Peggy Randolph,

Nov 15 (con’t) Chuck Toney
Nov 16 Frances Griffin, Sandi Huszagh,
John Simpson
Nov 17 Jayne Bailey, Jill Clement,
Rick Simpson
Nov 18 Steve Bachman, Jr., Jodie
Guy, Jackie Williams, Tommy
Wilson
Nov 19 Daniel Harrison
Nov 20 Hollins Cobb, Aiden
Coble, Tyrus Dekle, Erika
Hermanowicz, Jim Price
Nov 21 Harrison Alverson, Lewis
Bartlett, Jr., Mark Compton,
Jim Dove, Stephen Fischer,
Emily LaBoon, Flonnace
Schnabel, Richard Stone
Nov 22 Ron Bogue, Jay Cook,
Minnie Hill, Charlie Jackson,
Grier Martin-Williams
Nov 23 Jack Drew, Ron Neisler
Nov 24 Joe Attaway, Chase Bentley,
Roger Burbage, Richard
Hathaway, Sven Swanson
Nov 25 Patrick Cheek, Catherine Wilson
Nov 26 Phoebe Waldrip
Nov 27 Zack Goekjian, Dot Handley,
Bruce Middendorf, Bill
Prokasy, Lizzie Randolph
Nov 28 John Cook, Sally Vandiver
Nov 29 Paul Simmons, John Walden,
Jennie Welch
Nov 30 Bob Burton, Kip Mann

Our Church Family

Congratulations to:
Suzanne & Scott Hughes on the birth of their son, Raymond Joseph Hughes
on October 2, 2017. Raymond is the great grandson of Millie Warren.
Sarah and Russell Moolman on the birth of their daughter,
Elin McCord Moolman on September 20, 2017. Elin is the granddaughter of
Mac and Gail Smith.
Christian Sympathy to:
Jim McDonald and family on the loss of his mother,
Ruby Couch Freeman McDonald.
Diana Owen and family on the loss of her husband,
Erwin “Ernie” Norbert Veres.
Molly Towles and family on the loss of her husband,
William Marks Towles.

In Memoriam
Ruby Couch
McDonald Freeman
1920-2017

Bible Readings on
God’s Promises of...
Love
Nov 1 Psalm 103:8
Nov 2 1 Corinthians 13:8
Nov 3 Psalm 100:5
Nov 4 Jeremiah 31:3
Nov 5 1 John 4:18
Nov 6 Psalm 63:3
Nov 7 Romans 8:35-39
Faithfulness
Nov 8 Joshua 23:14
Nov 9 Psalm 45:6
Nov 10 1 Peter 1:24-25
Nov 11 Hebrews 13:5
Nov 12 Deutronomy 31:6
Nov 13 2 Timothy 4:18
Nov 14 Deuteronomy 7:9
Forgiveness
Nov 15 Colossians 2:13-14
Nov 16 Psalm 103:12
Nov 17 1 John 1:7
Nov 18 2 Corinthians 5:17
Nov 19 1 Peter 4:8
Nov 20 Colossians 1:14-15
Nov 21 Jeremiah 31:34
Peace
Nov 22 Isaiah 43:2
Nov 23 John 14:27
Nov 24 Psalm 139:7-10
Nov 25 Philippians 4:13
Nov 26 Psalm 46:1
Nov 27 Proverbs 18:10
Nov 28 Hebrews 4:9-10
Christ
Nov 29 Ephesians 1:3
Nov 30 John 3:16-17
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Return Service Requested

Sundays at First Presbyterian Church
Sunday, November 5
What Does Generosity Look Like?
Dr. Bruce Lancaster Preaching
Communion Sunday, Food Sunday,
Commitment Sunday
Sunday, November 12
Ten Maids Awaiting
Dr. John Kipp Preaching
Thanksgiving Food Bags
Sunday, November 19
Athens Self Storage
Dr. Carol Strickland Preaching
Sunday, November 26
Making Our Own Christmas Cards
Dr. Bruce Lancaster Preaching
Thornwell Special Offering

Worship Schedule
8:45 & 11:00 a.m.

Sunday School for All Ages
9:45 a.m.
Children’s Church
Children Pre-K through Grade 2 may leave with
Natalie Bishop, Director of Children’s Ministries,
during the 11:00 a.m. service for Children’s
Church held in the Children’s Ministry Suite.

