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Bruce’s Blog
My Friends,
They say that money talks.
The truth of the matter is that we tend to focus on the amount of money we give
to the church. We want vital programs. We want to make a difference through
our missions and benevolences. We want to meet the needs of families and friends
through the ministries of this great church.
Then we hear how much the projected costs are to operate the church and building.
As you think about and plan for the coming year, just what do you say with your money? You may ask some
questions about an amount: how much should I give…can I give? ...do I want to give? What is my share?
There is a biblical reality that often is lost when the amount of money is our focus, and here it is: we get
caught up in what it costs us and we neglect what Christ gives us.
The motivation for what you give should simply be a response to the grace of Jesus Christ in your life.
When the amount of your commitment to Christ is 100% of yourself – when the amount of your joy is
overflowing – your money talks in terms of Help and Hope and Care and Life and Love.
This time of transition is not a time to hold back. This is the time, “as you therefore have received Christ
Jesus the Lord, [to] continue to live your lives in him, rooted and built up in him and established in the
faith, just as you were taught, abounding in thanksgiving.” (Colossians 2:6-7)
I am grateful for your generosity that “speaks” to people that we care for; people that we care about;
people whom God loves.
Thanks and blessings,
Bruce Lancaster, Interim Senior Pastor

November 13
This year we will continue our annual tradition of filling grocery bags with Thanksgiving meals for our
less fortunate neighbors. Bags will be available Sunday, November 6. Please return them filled with a
Thanksgiving meal for four on or before November 13. Your gifts make a harvest of Thanksgiving.
Suggested items:
• Canned Ham
• Cranberry
Sauce
• Canned Fruit
• Green Beans
• Peas
• Corn
• Rice

• Stuffing/
Dressing Mix
• Cornbread
Mix
• Mac &
Cheese
• Instant
Potatoes

Sunday, November 6 we will
be collecting non-perishable
food items for the AthensArea Emergency Food Bank.
This month they are requesting:
Canned pasta
Canned tuna/salmon
Spaghetti sauces
Thank you for donating 465
items in October!

Save the Date
November 2
Pere Bruno
Bethlehem Ministry

Thanksgiving Food Bag Sunday

				

Food Sunday
Benefiting
the Athens-Area
Emergency Food Bank

• Gravy, cans
or jars
• Fresh Sweet
Potatoes
• Brown &
Serve Rolls
• Cookies

November 4-6
International Craft Fair
November 6
Commitment Sunday
November 13
Thanksgiving
Food Bag Sunday
November 17
Men’s Fellowship, Trappeze
November 20
Interfaith Thanksgiving
Worship
First Baptist Church

A Message from Carol
As you therefore have received Christ Jesus the Lord, continue to live your lives in him, rooted and built up in him and established
in the faith, just as you were taught, abounding in thanksgiving. - Colossians. 2:6-7
We have a tree in our backyard that is dying. The problem seems to be coming from the roots. None of us grows
well if we don’t keep our roots healthy. To be rooted and built up in Christ, as Paul’s agricultural metaphor
implies, means to find our life in the One who gives life. When we do, we flourish. We “abound in thanksgiving,” feeling grateful to be alive and aware that what makes us alive is not something we manufacture ourselves
but comes from beyond us. In my experience, grateful people are generous people. They happily share what they
have been given.
Shel Silverstein wrote a lovely children’s book called The Giving Tree. It’s about a tree who loved a little boy. The
boy climbed in her branches, played in her leaves, and ate her apples. When the boy got older he came to the tree and repeatedly asked
for things: apples to sell, branches with which to build a house, and her trunk to make a boat. With each request, the tree was happy
to oblige. By the end of the story, there is nothing left of her but a stump. By then the boy was an old man. Even then, the tree was
happy to offer herself as a quiet place for him to sit and rest.
The last line of the hymn “Trees” we have been singing as a gathering song in worship says, “Fashion me,
O Lord, to be living, giving as a tree.”
Questions to ponder as you think and pray about your 2017 financial pledge to the church:
Do I want to be grateful or self-satisfied, generous or ungenerous?
Do I feel more alive when I risk and share or when I am cautious and hold back?
Please remember:
		

COMMITMENT SUNDAY is November 6. Please bring your pledge card.
FOOD BAG SUNDAY is November 13. Please bring a bag of groceries.

Carol Strickland, Associate Pastor

Music Notes
Martin Rinkhart (1586-1649) was a student and chorister at St. Thomas’ School in Leipzig, Germany and later studied theology at
Leipzig University. He became a pastor and eventually the archdeacon of the city of Eilenburg. Much of his time there was during
the Thirty Years’ War. Eilenburg was a walled city and people came from miles around seeking refuge, resulting in overcrowding,
famine, and disease. In 1637, the superintendent left and two other clergy died. Rinkhart was left alone to minister to the city. He is
said to have buried four thousand of the eight thousand who died. At times he led burial services for
forty or fifty people in a single day. His own wife died and he became ill himself, but survived. He
received little gratitude from the city authorities and at times was harassed by them. Rinkhart died
exhausted on December 8, 1649.
Yet in this dark time, Martin Rinkhart wrote a table grace that was sung before meals by his family.
It expresses thanks for God’s gifts in the past, and prays for guidance for the future. We know it now
as the hymn “Now Thank We All Our God.”
The month of November brings a “peculiarly American feast” known as Thanksgiving. It is a time
when we give thanks for the harvest and other blessings the past year has brought. We think of
Pilgrims, Plymouth Rock, and the New World in 1620. Those were difficult times, but by 1621 the
harvest was good and a time was set to give thanks. In our modern world, few of us really appreciate
a literal harvest, but we can still look back over the past year, the hardships we have come through, and thank God for what we have.
That may be easier for some than others. It’s easy to give thanks to God when things are good, but can we find it in ourselves to give
thanks when difficulties continue?
The Gathering of Joy and Pain
To the singing of the harvest-song goes the life of a year, or of all the years – the summer that is gone, the winter that is
coming; the ones who have sown but are not here to reap; the ones who will sow when the reapers that are have been
forgotten; the Good Being who makes the sun shine and the corn ripen. There may be the breath of a sigh in that song,
but there is also in it a whole storm of rapture.
Gladness must come to its own some time; for the sorrows, there are all the times. To the harvest-field go we, then, for
life as it ought to be. The sickle is fate, the hand that holds it is ours, for once we will be the conqueror. Cut we down a
sorrow here and a pain there, bind them, and make them our slaves. – Kenneth McLoud

Soli Deo Gloria (to God be the Glory),
John Coble, Director of Music and Organist

International Craft Fair, November 4-6
In its third year, this event is held to raise money for
missions by selling handicrafts from our own members
and around the world. The idea for a craft fair grew out
of the request to sell products, such as olive oil from
Palestine, at the Holiday Benevolence Market. The
International Craft Fair was designed to complement the
Benevolence Market and its support of local agencies by
providing another avenue for supporting international
mission projects.
The first year the fair was called Market for Missions to
emphasize the fact that the proceeds were designated
for mission projects and for the agencies which created
the crafts (which were in themselves missions, such as
Bethlehem Ministries, Casa de Amistad, and Jubilee
Partners). International crafts are brought in from Ten Thousand Villages, a non-profit
agency which pays fair trade prices to the artisans. The
church receives ten percent of these sales. Some of the
Friday
funds raised are used for scholarships for mission trips.
8:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.
Handicraft makers: please bring your creations to the
church office November 1-3 or contact Mary Burton
to make other arrangements at (706-543-9619) or text
(706-340-2814).

Saturday
10:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.
Sunday
9:30 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.

Mary Burton

IHN Volunteer Training
November 5, 9:00 a.m.
The Interfaith Hospitality Network will hold its next volunteer
training at the IHN Day Center, 393 W. Hancock Ave, on
Saturday, November 5, 9:00 a.m. Anyone who is interested
in working with our church’s ministry to our homeless neighbors is encouraged to attend.
The outgoing IHN Coordinating Team appreciates all of our volunteers. Please join us in
welcoming and supporting the incoming 2017-2019 IHN Coordinating Team:
Michelle Clendenen-Shaw, co-coordinator, Patty Whiten, co-coordinator,
David Alper, CCI, Nan Cantrell, Rob Haire, Grace Lu, Jean Martin-Williams
With gracious thanks from the 2014-2016 IHN Coordinating Team,
Jayne Bailey, co-coordinator, Terry Nestor, co-coordinator, David Alper, CCI
Robbie Bryan, Don DeMaria, Donna Gerhardt, Paige Oelke

Peace & Global Witness
Special Offering
First Presbyterian Church gave
$1336 to this offering on October
2. Jubilee Partners will recieve
25%. Your gifts make an important
difference.

Pere Bruno
Bethlehem Ministry
Wed @First, November 2
6:30 p.m.
We are happy to welcome
Bethlehem Ministry’s Pere
Jean-Monique Bruno, founder
of Haitian school Ecole St.
Barthelemy, as our guest
speaker following Wednesday
night dinner in Fellowship Hall.
He will update us on the school
and community after Hurricane
Matthew.

Hurricane Matthew
Response
Presbyterian Disaster Assistance
(PDA) is working in Haiti and
other areas affected by the storm
to bring food, water, and other
supplies to our neighbors in need,
both near and far. To help please
visit pda.pcusa.org.

Angel Tree
There will be a special Salvation
Army Angel Tree in Fellowship
Hall November 13-December 4.
Please choose an angel (infant -12
year old child) from the tree and
buy Christmas presents for less
fortunate children.

A Cup of
Christmas Tea

Holiday Meals on Wheels
Drivers Needed

December 13
2:00 p.m.

Can you deliver hot meals to disabled or elderly Athenians on
Thanksgiving Day, Christmas Day, or New Year’s Day? This
First Presbyterian Church tradition relieves the regular drivers
and gives you a chance
to spread holiday cheer.
Shifts start at 10:00 a.m.
and are over by 1:00 p.m.
or earlier. To help please
contact Sally Vandiver at
sally.vandiver@gmail.com.

Do you like tea parties?
We are looking for hosts
and hostesses to decorate
tables with a festive Christmas theme and join us for our annual
tea for senior adults sponsored by the Congregational Care
Commission. Please contact Sue Gray at 706-543-8096 or
larryandsuegray@gmail.com to host a table.

Children’s Ministry Update
As the month of November begins, so does a season of “Children Helping Children” in Children’s Ministry. Over the
next few months, our children will be learning about how they can help share God’s love with other children who are in
need of clothing, food, and shelter.
We began this special season with “Trick or Treating” for UNICEF on Sunday, October 30.
Trick-or-Treat for UNICEF (United Nations Children’s Fund, www.unicef.org) began 66
years ago as a way to help kids affected by World War II. Since then, millions of children across
the United States have gone door-to-door on Halloween trick-or-treating for UNICEF. This
annual tradition has helped to raise more than $175 million since 1950.
In November, the children will continue helping others by
partnering with Samaritan’s Purse. Since 1993, the Samaritan’s
Purse project, Operation Christmas Child, has collected and
delivered more than 124 million gift-filled shoeboxes to children in more than 150 countries
and territories. The shoeboxes are filled with a “WOW” gift like a new baby doll or soccer
ball and other fun toys, as well as school supplies, hygiene items, and notes of encouragement.
After receiving their shoeboxes, many children have the opportunity to attend a Samaritan’s
Purse “The Greatest Journey” Bible study course, where they learn to become faithful followers
of Christ and how to share their faith with others. If you would like to help our children fill
these special shoeboxes, please visit samartianspurse.org/occ for details. Please bring shoebox
donations to the Children’s Ministry Suite by Sunday, November 13.
Also this month, the children will be given a Thornwell Turkey offering envelope to “stuff” with
quarters. Founded as a Presbyterian ministry in 1875, the Thornwell Home for Children is a joyful
Christian community, offering hope and wholeness to children and families. It provides loving homes
for abused, abandoned and neglected children, proper healthcare and mental health counseling, and
educational support. Please plan to place your “stuffed” Thornwell Turkey in the offering plate on
Sunday, November 20. Visit thornwell.org for more information.
We are looking forward to a fun-filled holiday season of “Children Helping Children” in Children’s
Ministry!
Natalie Bishop, Director of Children’s Ministries

2016-2017 Weekday School Teachers and Staff:
Live Nativity
December 6
6:00 - 8:00 p.m.
We need your help! If you can be
a wise man (or woman,) shepherd,
holy family (families with a baby less
than a year old), or help with set up,
clean up, greeting, or advertising,
please email Elaine Johnson at
elaine@firstpresathens.org.

Front Row: Tara Reid, Melissa Nichols, Carol Norton, Kate Beall, Mary Grant, Cheryl Fields
Back Row: Michelle Fletcher, Marcy Fabris, Jody Pope, Alex Berglund, Susan Smith, Tiffany Greene,
Elaine Johnson (Director,) Jennifer Cummings, Suzanne Bowles, Hannah Allen, Megan Lewis,
Jessica Story, Teresa Isbell. Absent for photo: Shirley Pope and Robin Nunan

Youth Ministry News
One of the things that makes our youth program so
special is that while we come from different schools,
we are ONE church family. For many of our youth,
the time together on Sunday nights is the only time
they see their FPC brothers and sisters. Their connection
is strong, rooted in shared beliefs and experiences.
One week worshipping together at Montreat or serving
in Philadelphia can be as impactful as years of studying
together in school. At church, youth are able to be their
best selves, open to developing deep, life-long friendships.
I have fond memories of my own youth group at First Presbyterian Church of Pensacola. In addition to the relationships
within my church, we also had strong connections to youth from other churches. All of my school friends were active in a
youth group, but at over a dozen different churches. My hope has been that while we are rooted in our FPC church family,
we continue to reach out to our “extended” church family!
Each month, I meet with youth directors from three other local Presbyterian
churches. We share resources, offer support, and plan events together. The
Frozen Chosen Cup was our first big event - you may have noticed the large
blue cross outside of the PIT, as FPC currently holds the winning cup! At the
end of October, we competed in the third annual FCC. Organized by a group
of Waddel Fellows and held at Oconee Presbyterian Church, the theme this year
was Presbyterian Olympics! Youth from First, Covenant, Madison and Oconee
Presbyterian churches all brought their best … and as of print time, we do not yet
know who the winner will be! In early November, we will be coming together
with youth from across the Presbytery for a fall retreat, much like a big “extended”
Presbyterian family reunion.
As many of you know, I have been working towards a
Certificate in Youth and Theology through the Institute for
Youth Ministry at Princeton Seminary. Over the last eighteen
months, I have attended two conferences, participated in online
book studies and classes, and most importantly formed a network
of youth directors from around the country with the 30 members
of my Co-hort. On November 9, I’ll travel back to New Jersey
for our final retreat where each of us will present our Capstone
Projects. My project was focused on redesigning the confirmation
program for our church. I could not be more excited for next
year’s class to experience the new curriculum! Thank you for
supporting this amazing continuing education opportunity.
This Thanksgiving, I am so thankful for my church family - for
everyone at First Presbyterian Church who has supported me in
realizing my calling to youth ministry; for the local youth directors
who have shared their wisdom, tricks of the trade and listening ear;
and for my Princeton Co-hort who have challenged me and helped
to broaden my family tree both physically and spiritually. God is
good, all the time. All the time, God is good.
Kim Ness, Director of Youth Ministries

Thornwell Special Offering, November 20
Marla (not her real name) knows what it’s like to be unwanted. Before coming to Thornwell
Home for Children she spent most of her childhood being shuffled from one relative’s home
to another. As she got older, she was treated with increasing cruelty, enduring physical and
emotional abuse. She began missing school and her self esteem plummeted.

Flower Dedications
The following dates are available to
dedicate flowers for Sunday worship:
November 6, 13, and 20. The cost
for two arrangements is $100. Please
contact Lucy Bell, (706) 543-4338 or
lbell@firstpresathens.org, to schedule
a date.

September Financial
Information
Total Sept Revenue
Budgeted Sept Revenue
Total Revenue YTD

$115,560
$87,517
$888,867

Total Sept Expenses
Budgeted Sept Expenses
Total Expenses YTD

$113,098
$117,691
$957,153

Looking Ahead
December 4
Holiday Benevolence Market
12:00 - 3:00 p.m.
December 6
Live Nativity, 6:00 - 8:00 p.m.
December 11
Christmas Pageant, 5:00 p.m.
Christmas Dinner, 5:30 p.m.
December 13
Senior Adult Ministry’s
“A Cup of Christmas Tea”
2:00 p.m.
December 18
A Festival of Lessons & Carols
8:45 & 11:00 a.m.
December 24
Christmas Eve Services
Family Service, 4:00 p.m.
Candlelight Communion Services
6:00 & 8:00 p.m.
December 25
Christmas Day Service
10:30 a.m.
January 1
New Year’s Day Service
10:30 a.m.

By the grace of God, Marla’s story did not end there. Arriving at her cottage at Thornwell felt
like a dream come true. Children like Marla come to Thornwell feeling hopeless, helpless,
and alone. You can help give these children a roof over their heads, love, and encouragement
by participating in the special offering taken for Thornwell. Thank you for your generosity.

Nov 2 Susan Landrum, Keith Morgan,
Jody Pope, Grace Stephens,
Ella Stewart
Nov 3 Catherine Burch, Loretta
Hayes, Ieda Wiarda
Nov 4 Julian Attaway, Peggy Reigle,
Tommy Wilson, Jr.
Nov 5 Mary Burton, Linda Smith
Nov 6 Powell Cobb, Richard
Ferguson, Andrew McLean,
Nathan Phillips, Ed Smith,
Steve Thackray, Martha Thomas
Nov 7 Bill Crosby, Louise Hyers
Nov 8 Rob Haire, Nancy Tisdale
Nov 9 Steven McCartney
Nov 10 Dan Coenen, Sally Coenen,
Rachel Huff, Jess Ostick, Robert
P. Simmons, Charlie Young
Nov 11 Jimmy Brown, Edward
Brumby, Joe Neighbors
Nov 12 Jean Simmons
Nov 13 Whitney Alverson, Gwen
Griffin, Jim LaBoon, Jr.,
Marilyn Poole
Nov 14 Carol Berdanier, Jennifer
Castleman, Michelle ClendenenShaw, Mal Elder, Jim Pope, Jr.,
Ethelyn Simpson, Lawton
Stephens, Sr., Dennis Wesson
Nov 15 Jay Bangle, Jr., Anne Berryman,
Will Boatwright, Stacy Boyles,
Stacie Norris, Peggy Randolph,
Chuck Toney
Nov 16 Frances Griffin, Sandi Huszagh,

Nov 16 (con’t) John Simpson
Nov 17 Jayne Bailey, Jill Clement,
Rick Simpson
Nov 18 Steve Bachman, Jr., Jodie Guy,
Jackie Williams, Rommy Wilson
Nov 19 Daniel Harrison, Elaine
Middendorf
Nov 20 Hollins Cobb, Aiden
Coble, Tyrus Dekle,
Erika Hermanowicz, Ben
Middendorf, Jim Price
Nov 21 Harrison Alverson, Lewis
Bartlett, Jr., Mark Compton,
Jim Dove, Stephen Fischer,
Emily LaBoon, Sarah
McCartney, Flonnace
Schnabel, Richard Stone
Nov 22 Ron Bogue, Jay Cook, June
De Nadai, Charlie Jackson,
Grier Martin-Williams
Nov 23 Jack Drew, Ron Neisler,
Kevin Stemke
Nov 24 Joe Attaway, Roger Burbage,
Buddy Denning, Jr., Richard
Hathaway, Sven Swanson
Nov 25 Patrick Cheek, Catherine Wilson
Nov 26 Phoebe Waldrip
Nov 27 Dot Handley, Bruce
Middendorf, Bill Prokasy,
Lizzie Randolph
Nov 28 John Cook, Sally Vandiver
Nov 29 John McCartney, Paul Simmons,
John Walden, Jennie Welch
Nov 30 Bob Burton, Kip Mann

Our Church Family
Congratulations to:
Christy and Andy Jordan on the birth their daughter,
Olivia Lynn Jordan on September 22, 2016
Laura Beth and Keith Guest, Jr. on the birth their son,
Owen Laurence Guest on October 5, 2016
Owen is the grandson of DeDe and Keith Guest, Sr.
Melanie and Daniel Epting on the birth their daughter,
Graham Epting on October 17, 2016
Graham is the granddaughter of Lee Epting.
Christian Sympathy to:
Eva Simpson and family in the loss of her mother,
Agnes Dalton Skelton
Peyton Lipecky and family in the loss of her grandmother,
Marjorie Yarnell

In Memoriam
Cuyler Marshall
“Buck” Adams
1941-2016

Bible Readings
on Gratitude
Nov
Nov
Nov
Nov
Nov
Nov
Nov
Nov
Nov
Nov
Nov
Nov
Nov
Nov
Nov
Nov
Nov
Nov
Nov
Nov
Nov
Nov
Nov
Nov
Nov
Nov
Nov
Nov
Nov
Nov

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30

Colossians 3:17
Psalm 118:24
1 Thessalonians 5:18
Psalm 136:1
Psalm 107:1
Psalm 50:23
Ephesians 5:20
Acts 24:3
Luke 17:11-19
Psalm 118:28-29
Colossians 3:16
1 Timothy 2:1
Psalm 105:1
Psalm 103:1-5
1 Chronicles 16:18
Ephesians 1:16
James 1:17
1 Chronicles 16:34
Colossians 4:2
Psalm 7:17
Philippians 4:6-8
Psalm 136:1-26
Psalm 50:14
Colossians 2:6-7
Psalm 28:7
Psalm 92:1
Hebrews 13:15
Psalm 118:1-18
Psalm 100:1-5
Colossians 3:15
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Return Service Requested

Sundays at First Presbyterian Church
Sunday, November 6
Rooted and Reaching
Dr. Bruce Lancaster Preaching
Communion Sunday, Food Sunday
Commitment Sunday
Sunday, November 13
Are You Still Coming Over?
Dr. Bruce Lancaster Preaching
Thanksgiving Food Bags
Sunday, November 20
Thinking Thanks-filled Thoughts
for a Thanks-giving Life
Dr. Bruce Lancaster Preaching
Thornwell Special Offering

Worship Services
8:45 & 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School
9:45 - 10:40 a.m.

Children’s Church
Children ages 4 through Grade 2
may leave the 11:00 a.m. service after the
Call to Worship for Children’s Church
in the Godly Play Rooms.

Please watch for our special Advent/Christmas Columns coming late November.

