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Bruce’s Blog
My Friends,
Someone once noted that the glowworm is a most efficient creature,
using 96% of its energy. Moving up the biological ladder, the
observation was made that “it seems the people who glow are more
useful and effective than people who glower.”
It’s easy these days to find people who glower, who frown and sulk,
who complain and criticize all the time. But what about these ‘glowpeople’? Where are the useful and effective people who radiate energy?
This glow is the presence of the power of God. And when we live by that power, we glow.
V We are useful to God in working out the divine purpose.
V We are effective disciples of the risen Jesus.
V We are energetic creatures of the Holy Spirit.
I believe this ‘glow’ shines when we live Jesus’ command to look for ways to serve rather than
be served. As the wonderful preacher William Willimon titled one of his sermons: “What If
the Church Is Not Here to Meet Your Needs?”
In other words, it’s not about me; it’s all about how useful and effective I can be serving
others through the community of faith.
We ‘glow’ when our starting point is someone else, not ourselves. I like the way a friend of
mine would always answer his phone at work: “This is Steve. What can I do to help you?”
I pray that question powers you to glow and grow each day as a friend of Jesus Christ.
Thanks and blessings,
Bruce Lancaster, Interim Senior Pastor

IHNA Host Week
May 6-13

May 20 will be our last Sunday
with two services. Over the
Memorial Day weekend, May
27, we will go to our summer
schedule of one service at
10:00 a.m. Sunday School will
not meet over the summer.

Pentecost
May 20, 8:45 & 11:00 a.m.
Wear RED!
Confirmation Sunday
Pentecost Offering

Save the Date

May 6
Scottish Reformation Sunday
May 6-13
IHNA Host Week
May 9 & 23
Bookless Book Group
May 10
Men’s Golf Outing
May 13
Mother’s Day Offering
High School Graduate
Recognition
May 20

Pentecost
Confirmation Sunday
Pentecost Offering
May 27
Summer Schedule begins:
10:00 a.m. Worship
No Sunday School
May 29-June 1
Vacation Bible School

Bowled Over
Do you know how when you learn a new word, suddenly it is everywhere?
That happened to me a couple of months ago. Only, it wasn’t a word but
a person’s name: Kate Bowler. She has had a couple of New York Times
articles go viral, viz., “Death, the Prosperity Gospel, and Me” and “What
to Say When You Meet the Angel of Death at a Party.” And she has a new
book out which I’ve just ordered, Everything Happens for a Reason: And
Other Lies I’ve Loved.
Here’s her story as told on the Montreat website (more on that shortly):

Kate Bowler

At thirty-five, after writing her first book about the American prosperity Gospel, Bowler was a professor at
the school of divinity at Duke and a new mother when she received the earth-shattering diagnosis of Stage IV
colon cancer. Reckoning with the news, Bowler discovered, to her chagrin, that she would have to learn how
to give up her own “prosperity gospel.” As she struggled to find the balance between optimism and delusion,
she wondered how to accept her own finitude without feeling like she was giving up.
As she learns to live with cancer as a chronic condition, Bowler speaks powerfully about the ways in which her
brush with mortality transformed her. She also frankly addresses the uniquely American concept that tragedy
is a test of character, and looks at the different ways that people try to rationalize suffering and catastrophe,
for better or worse.
So, I was intrigued to see that Bowler will be the featured speaker at the “Women’s Connection” conference at Montreat, August
10-12. The theme is “Through the Valley” (as in the valley of the shadow of death). I am signed up to go and would love if any
other FPC women wanted to attend, as well. You can register directly at Montreat.org and let me know if you wish to carpool.
Carol Strickland, Associate Pastor

Music Notes
The month of May brings the end of the academic year and for some, that means graduation. The end of school is usually
a frantic time with exams, papers due, and for music students, juries or recitals to play. For graduate students, it means
finishing and defending a thesis or dissertation. It’s a stressful time for sure, but when the year is over, students can breathe
a sigh of relief. Those graduating can celebrate a milestone in their lives and look back at what they’ve accomplished and
how far they’ve come.
At the time of my last graduation, for several reasons, I decided to rent rather than buy my cap,
gown, and doctoral hood. I didn’t have a lot of money then and since I was in church work
instead of academics, I didn’t think I would wear my hood very often. I have often regretted
not buying that hood. Now, ten years later, I’m teaching organ students at the University of
Georgia. I received an e-mail saying faculty and staff were expected to attend the School of
Music’s convocation and awards ceremony. Academic regalia was to be worn. I needed my
hood. My wife, Kate, told me I worked hard to earn that degree and I deserved to own my
hood, so I ordered it.

John Coble with his professor,
Around the same time, I was practicing for an organ and trumpet
Dr. Marilyn Keiser, who
recital in our church, a degree recital for a doctoral student at UGA. performed at FPC last fall
One piece in particular was one of the most challenging I’ve played
since I was in graduate school, and the experience brought back memories. I first heard the piece
in September at an alumni conference at my alma mater, Indiana University. I also learned and
performed two more new pieces I heard at that conference and at my former teacher’s recital
in our church last October. I challenged myself to learn new music and to grow. Especially in
the case of the trumpet recital, I felt the pressure to perform well for the sake of the student. I
wondered at times if I would succeed. That recital was a success, and the difficult piece went
very well.

I got home that night after the recital, weary from months of hard practice but satisfied with a sense of achievement. Ironically,
or maybe not, there was a package waiting for me. My hood had arrived. Ten years later, I felt like I had graduated again.
May God bless our students and graduates.
Soli Deo Gloria (To God alone be the Glory),
John Coble, Director of Music and Organist

Honduras Mission Trip

June 9-16
Holy Joe Coffee
FPC has its own label of Jittery Joe’s coffee, “Holy Joe!” Cans
are $15 each with the proceeds supporting this summer’s
mission trip to Honduras. Look for us in the Atrium on
Sundays, or you may buy it in the church office during the
week. A can of Holy Joe makes a great birthday gift, hostess
gift, thank you gift, new neighbor gift, coworker gift or a
gift for yourself. As our Parish Associate, Bob Googe, says,
“people are buying coffee anyway, they might as well buy
some Holy Joe and support the mission trip!” – Kathy Bangle

Food Sunday

Prayer Cards
You are invited to write a note of encouragement or prayer for
our 27 missionaries. Cards are available on the bulletin board
in the reception area and will be distributed during the trip!
Lasagna Fundraiser Recap
Last month, the Honduras missionaries hosted a lasagna
fundraiser. We got 120 orders! We embarked to make 127
pans of lasagna with a recipe from America’s Test Kitchen, a favorite of missionary Don
DeMaria. He, Julie Osborne, and Andy Osborne collaborated to get ingredients and
organize the fundraiser. The hardest thing was converting the recipe for one pan into 127
pans. Don and Andy went shopping and bought in bulk, which was an exciting challenge,
as they had to make sure that they got just enough of every ingredient.
The easiest thing about the fundraiser was getting orders.
Many members of the FPC community and the Athens area
bought at least one lasagna. Family friends and neighbors
were excited to get their homemade lasagnas at pickup!
The night of cooking and assembling was a little stressful,
but a whole lot of fun! It was a bit tricky at first. Eventually,
everyone got into the swing of things and we had a successful
kitchen crew and a successful assembly line of lasagnas. One
favorite memory from the night was listening to fun music
while making lasagnas! The music made everything a whole
lot more fun! – Maggie DeMaria, 10th Grade

Missionaries Christian and
Christina Cordon work
the lasagna assembly line

Pentecost Offering
A gift to the Pentecost Offering on May 20 helps the
church encourage, develop, and support its young
people, and also address the needs of at-risk children.
Forty percent will go again this year to provide scholarships
for the Barrow Elementary After-School Program (ASP),
which many children in our church’s neighborhood attend. At ASP, participants enjoy a
snack, recreation, sports, study/homework time, arts and crafts, and free play. Though only
$6 per day, it is more than some families who need the daycare can afford.
The remainder of the offering will go to the national church:
•
		
		
•

25% to The Young Adult Volunteer (YAV) program - an ecumenical, faithbased year of service for young people, ages 19-30, in 22 sites around the world
and in the United States.
25% to National Youth Ministries – including Youth Triennium (an everythird-year youth conference), curriculum, and d365.org (online teen devotions).
• 10% to Child Advocacy – “Educate a Child, Transform the World” initiative

Patterns which shape people in the first third of their lives are critical. Your generosity will
ensure the flourishing of children and youth.

On Sunday, May 6 we will be
collecting non-perishable food
items for the Athens-Area
Emergency Food Bank.
This month they are requesting:
w Hamburger Helper
w (boxed) mac & cheese
w hot breakfast cereal
Thank you for donating 349
items in April!

Mother’s Day Offering
May 13
Make a life-changing difference
in the lives of mothers and
others who need your help.
On Mother’s Day we will join
more than 200 Presbyterian
churches in Georgia in support
of the Caring Hands Fund
for Presbyterian Homes of
Georgia. Our gifts help to
provide much needed care
and services for more than 400
older residents (mostly widows)
of Presbyterian Homes who
have outlived their financial
resources. Thank you for your
generosity.

One Great Hour
of Sharing Update
Thank you for giving generously
to the OGHS Easter offering. Your
gifts of $1,913.75 help enable the
church to share God’s love with
our neighbors in need around the
world by providing relief to those
affected by natural disasters, food
to the hungry, and empowerment
to the poor and oppressed.

Children’s Ministry Update

Vacation Bible School is right around the corner!
Maker Fun Factory, May 29 – June 1
We are looking forward to a wonderful week together!
Please be sure to register online for Vacation Bible School at firstpresathens.org
by Friday, May 4.
To volunteer, please contact Natalie Bishop at natalie@firstpresathens.org.
Natalie Bishop, Director of Children’s Ministries

Holy Week 2018

Youth Ministry News
May is a month of celebrations!
Last weekend we were reminded of what it means to be peacemakers at Youth Sunday.
I hope you were as inspired as I was to go out and spread God’s message of peace and
love to all His children. Pictures and meditations from this special day are posted on
the church website as well as our facebook page. Thank you especially to Dr. Coble
for his leadership with the Celebration Singers – the music was beautiful.

Jordan Osborne and Knox Huff work
on Youth Sunday decorations

Emily LaBoon, Erin Osborne, and Hollins Cobb,
age 4 then and seniors now, gave this year’s
Youth Sunday meditations

On May 13, we will celebrate our high school graduates! Join us at 11:00 a.m. worship for a blessing and laying on of
hands of our high school seniors with a reception to follow in Fellowship Hall.
		
		
		
		
		

JOSEPH CLARKE – Clarke Central High School – University of Texas
HOLLINS COBB – North Oconee High School – Georgia College
EMILY LABOON – Athens Academy – Presbyterian College
ERIN OSBORNE – Oconee County High School – Rhodes College
HENRY TRAPNELL – Athens Academy – University of Georgia

On May 20, we will celebrate Pentecost and this year’s Confirmation Class.
Since August, this class of ninth graders has been meeting to build and strengthen their
faith stories. They have come together as a group through team-building exercises
on the opening retreat. They have shared questions and doubts with their mentors.
They have learned about church history, the sacraments, The Bible, the PC(USA),
The Book of Order, The Book of Confession, all while discerning how these ancient
stories connect to their own current stories. They have put their faith into action
through service and worship leadership. They have shared their personal statements
of faith with Session members, parents, and mentors. And now they will be joining
the church as they make their profession faith in worship.
On May 29, we will celebrate a new class joining our youth program. In
their first official roles as “youth”, this group of rising 6th graders will serve as tour
guides for Vacation Bible School. On that Friday they will be initiated into The PIT
with their first lock-in and church-wide game of sardines in the dark! Welcome:
Camille Attaway, Emma Clarke, Cate DeMaria, Lorenzo Fischetti, Cash Havick,
Lane Holloway, Ben Park, Jackson Parker, Nixon Roberts, and Hudson Smith.

2018 Confirmation Class
AJ CARR
ANN HARPER COVINGTON
ELIZA DOWNS
JOHN FERGUSON
LUCY FERGUSON
EMILY GASKILL
KNOX HUFF
HENRY LOGAN
KATIE SUE MARTIN-WILLIAMS
KATIE NORRIS

Kim Ness, Director of Youth Ministries

Bible Readings on Peace
Colossians 3:13
Psalm 31:14
Proverbs 3:1-2
Isaiah 52:7
Numbers 6:24-26
Proverbs 12:20
Matthew 5:9

MADISON SMITH
LUKE OSBORNE
JAMES WILLIAMS

Scottish Reformation Sunday
May 6, 8:45 & 11:00 a.m.

Flower Dedications
The following dates are available
to dedicate flowers for Sunday
worship: July 8 and 15. The cost
for two arrangements is $100. Please
contact Lucy Bell Johnson, lbell@
firstpresathens.org or (706) 543-4338
to schedule a date.

March Financial
Information

Why do we have this celebration in May, when Reformation Sunday is the last
Sunday in October? That day commemorates the day in 1517 when Martin Luther
posted his Ninety-Five Theses that started the Protestant Reformation. While the
Scots were influenced by Luther’s teachings, Scottish clergyman John Knox was
the main leader of the Protestant Reformation in Scotland. Due to the turmoil
caused by the Reformation, Knox spent time in exile, including in Geneva where
he encountered and was influenced by John Calvin. Knox returned to Scotland
on May 2, 1559. In August of 1561, Knox and several other ministers presented
the Scots Confession to Parliament, where it was approved. The story doesn’t end
there, but the return of Knox to Scotland was an important part of our history as
Presbyterians.
This traditional service, combined with the custom of praying for elected officials,
began in Washington, D.C. in 1940. The Rev. Peter Marshall, a Scotsman and
Chaplain of the United States Senate for many years, saw that elected and appointed
civil servants were often cursed but seldom blessed. Each year, he invited them all
to come to his church on this special day so that he and the congregation could ask
God’s richest blessings on them as they conducted the affairs of state and performed
the duties of the offices to which they had been elected or appointed. We continue
to keep this great tradition alive.

Total March Revenue
$97,722
Budgeted March Revenue $99,874
Total Revenue YTD
$343,139
Total March Expenses
$134,199
Budgeted March Expenses $124,967
Total Expenses YTD
$355,261

Bookless Book Group
Looking Ahead
June 6
Weekday School Wonderful
Wednesdays begin
June 9-16
Honduras Mission Trip
June 18-21
Weekday School Camp
June 21-23
Middle School Massenetta
June 24-30
Montreat Worship & Music
Conference
July 22-28
Montreat Youth Conference

May 9 & 23, 11:30 a.m.

A group of women meets on the second and fourth Wednesday of each month to enjoy
lunch and conversation. We meet at a variety of restaurants and invite anyone interested
to join us. Our next meeting will be at Homemade, 1072 Baxter St. on May 9. On
May 23 we will meet at DePalmas Italian Cafe, 2080 Timothy Rd.

Men’s Fellowship Golf Outing
May 10, 4:00 p.m.

All FPC men are invited to join the Men’s Fellowship for nine holes of golf at
Jennings Mill Country Club, followed by dinner in the clubhouse. For details and
to RSVP, please contact Dan Trier, dantrier@hotmail.com.

July 23-26
Weekday School Camp
August 5-12
Interfaith Hospitality Network
of Athens Host Week

Jennings Mill Golf Course

In Memoriam
Robert “Bob”
William Oertel
1917-2018
May 1 Paige Aldrich, Todd Fowler,
Matt Middendorf
May 3 Janet Carter, Maria Johnston,
Sara McArthur, Gilbert
Milner, Corky Sams III
May 4 Skeets Baldwin, Jr., Madeline
Van Dyck, Linda Wallace
May 5 Steven Hofferbert, Joyce Lu,
Jenny Walsh
May 6 Jennifer Carr, Richard Lane,
Paul Lee, Don O’Steen,
Maggie Bergmann
May 7 Patrick Marshall, Jr., Mixon
Robinson, Karen Thompson
May 8 Cullen Bruner, Michael Earl,
Lynn Swanson
May 9 Ashley Epting, Mark
McConnell
May 10 Greg Holcomb, PF Price
May 11 Jennifer Holcomb, David
Mendenhall
May 12 Luke Osborne
May 13 Ray Schofield
May 14 Chandler Crosby, Jamie Dove,
Jimmy Knowles
May 15 John Cullens
May 16 Dan Nadenicek
May 17 Wright Cook, Judy Thompson
May 18 Tom Landrum, Barbara Moore

May 19 Ted Beck, Carolyn Hally, Paul
Izant, Lucy Lindsey, Karen
Phillips
May 20 Noelle Carter, Shirley Evans,
Elaine Thacker
May 21 Lindsay Barrett, Benjamin
Carey, Tony Hollifield,
Harvey Humphries
May 22 Larry Jones, Nick Kalivoda,
Ann Mattocks
May 23 Bert Bock, Courtney Bolt,
Ann Harper Covington,
Jennings Holloway, Declan
Wilder, Pat Wilson
May 24 Terry McRae, Jo Carol
Nesset-Sale, Isa Saunders,
Katie Williams
May 25 Lisa Oelke
May 26 Ellie Adams, Annie Laurie Dodd,
Judy Howell, Davis Miller
May 27 Debbie Woodall
May 28 Eleanor Brock, Mary Dudley,
Diane Hudgins, Leena Johnson
May 29 Christy Chambers
May 30 Audrey Kretzschmar
May 31 Amy Cowsert, Doris Granum,
Suzanne King, Lucy MacMillan,
Robert W. Simmons, Georgia
Blue Simmons

College Graduate Recognition
We would like to honor our college graduates in the
June issue of Columns. To recognize someone, please
send their name, school, degree, plans, and a picture
to Nan Powell, nan@firstpresathens.org, by May 13.

Our Church Family
Congratulations to:
Glenn and Garland Collins Ryder on the birth of their daughter,
Harvey Ruth Ryder on April 5, 2018.
Harvey Ruth is the granddaughter of Scott and Beth Collins.
Christian Sympathy to:
Dot Handley and family on the loss of her sister, Carolyn Brandenburg Reynolds.
Sam Thomas and family on the loss of his mother, Frances Lindler Thomas.

In Memoriam
Carolyn Brandenburg
Reynolds
1928-2018

“Back to the Basics”
Bible Readings
May
May
May
May
May
May
May
May
May
May
May
May
May
May
May
May
May
May
May
May
May
May
May
May
May
May
May
May
May
May
May

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31

Genesis 1:1-5
Exodus 20:1-21
Deut. 6:1-9
Psalm 23:1-6
Ecclesiastes 3:1-8
Isaiah 40:27-31
Micah 6:6-8
Luke 4:16-21
Matthew 5:1-11
Mark 4:35-41
John 1:1-14
Luke 10:25-37
Matthew 25:31-46
Mark 15:33-39
John 20:1-18
Matthew 28:16-20
John 3:16-21
Acts 2:1-4
Acts 9:1-19
Acts 10:34-48
Romans 1:16-17
Romans 8:31-30
1 Cor. 13:1-13
2 Cor. 5:16-21
Ephesians 4:1-6
Philippians 2:1-11
Philippians 4:4-9
Hebrews 11:1-3
James 2:14-17
1 John 3:18-24
Revelation 21:1-7
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Return Service Requested

Sundays at First Presbyterian Church
Sunday, May 6
Believing the Future
Dr. Bruce Lancaster Preaching
Communion Sunday, Food Sunday
Sunday, May 13
Home: Where Life Makes Up Its Mind
Dr. Bruce Lancaster Preaching
Sunday, May 20
The Odd Broad Church
Dr. Carol Strickland Preaching
Sunday, May 27
The Healing Power of a Touch
Dr. Bruce Lancaster Preaching

Worship Schedule
8:45 & 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School for All Ages
9:45 a.m.
Summer Schedule Begins May 27
10:00 a.m. Worship Service
Sunday School does not meet
Children’s Church
Children Pre-K through Grade 2 may leave with
Natalie Bishop, Director of Children’s Ministries,
during the 11:00 a.m. service for Children’s
Church held in the Children’s Ministry Suite.

