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Bruce’s Blog
My Friends,

“Welcome one another as Christ has welcomed you,” says Paul to the 
church in Rome. (Romans 15:7) We’ve added this statement to our response 
when we “pass the peace” during our worship services because passing the 
peace is more than a handshake, more than a brief passing phrase in the aisle. 

Some translations say “accept” or “receive” for “welcome,” and that is the 
joy of what happens when the peace of Jesus Christ passes between us and 
we receive it and accept it.

I would add “listen” to those translations as to the reality of how we welcome one another.

Rather than rushing to say “peace be with you” during worship, what if we paused a moment  
and listened for their name given, our name offered, and connected with each other?

Rather than rushing out of worship, what if we lingered in the Atrium and listened to a guest 
who needs our church, to a friend with whom to share the moment, or simply to our own heart 
that has been touched by the people around us?

Rather than talking about what someone else ought to do, what if we listened to how the Spirit 
can use us in a particular mission or ministry to help move FPC in ways that answer Jesus’ call
to welcome, accept, and receive all those who need us?

The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.

Thanks and blessings,
Bruce Lancaster, Interim Senior Pastor

Save the Date
May 7

Stephen Ministry Primer
9:45 a.m.

Weekday School 
50th Anniversary

May 14
Mother’s Day

High School Graduate
 Recognition

May 21
Scottish Reformation Sunday 

May 28
Summer Schedule begins:

10:00 a.m. Worship 
No Sunday School

May 30-June 2
Vacation Bible School

Food Sunday 
Benefiting 

the Athens Area 
Emergency Food Bank

Sunday, May 7, we will be 
collecting non-perishable 
food items for the Athens 
Area Emergency Food Bank. 
This month they are requesting: 

n granola bars

n rice

n boxed mac & cheese

Thank you for donating 371 
items in April!



Music Notes

The month of May brings one of my favorite days at First Presbyterian Church, Scottish 
Reformation Sunday, which this year will be on May 21. I still remember accepting my 
position here in 2013 and trying to decide on a starting date. Even though it pushed us a bit 
to get moved in time, when I learned that First Presbyterian celebrated its Scottish heritage 
with these great services, I set my kilt aside and said I would be here. I wouldn’t miss it. 

Some ask why we have this celebration in May, when Reformation Sunday is the last 
Sunday in October. That date commemorates Martin Luther’s posting of his famous 
Ninety-Five Theses in 1517 that started the Protestant Reformation. While the Scots 
were influenced by Luther’s teachings, Scottish clergyman John Knox was the main leader 
of the Protestant Reformation in Scotland. 

Knox’s story is complicated but interesting (look him up on Wikipedia). Due to the turmoil 
caused by the Reformation, Knox spent time in exile, including in Geneva where he encountered 
and was influenced by John Calvin. Knox returned to Scotland on May 2, 1559. In August of 
1561, Knox and several other ministers presented the Scots Confession to Parliament, where 

it was approved. The story 
doesn’t end there, but the return of Knox to Scotland was an 
important part of our history as Presbyterians. 

Even as we pride ourselves as “always reforming,” I think it is 
important that we know our historical roots. One result of our 
branch of the Reformation is the body of metrical psalmody. 
Some of our great hymns are Scottish tunes. Of course it’s also 
nice to hear the bagpipes and drum, and have a good reason to 
put on our kilts. 

There are many reasons I look forward to Scottish Reformation 
Sunday and I hope you do, too.

Soli Deo Gloria (To God alone be the Glory),
John Coble, Director of Music and Organist

Beauty and the Beast

My favorite fairy tale is Beauty and the Beast. I read this tale, of course, to my children when they were young. We 
had the Disney animated video which they frequently watched. When the Broadway touring company brought 
the musical to the Classic Center we went to see it. And most recently we enjoyed the Disney live-action version 
at the movie theatre. The tale was written by a French novelist and published in 
1740. But scholars say the story actually originated 4,000 years ago.

As you recall it’s the tale of a girl who, in spite of her initial aversion, falls in love with 
an unsightly beast. Her love breaks the spell which a fairy/witch had cast upon him 
as punishment for his failure to be compassionate. The beast, who has learned 

kindness, is restored to his human form and turns out to be a prince. He and the girl marry and 
live happily ever after. There’s more – a widowed father whose fortunes reverse, an enchanted castle, 
antagonistic characters, a rose, and a magic mirror – just the sort of features you find in fairy tales, but the 
main plot concerns the power of love to transform.

It seems to me that this is also the story of the gospel: the power of love to transform.

In 1976, the novelist and Presbyterian preacher Frederick Buechner delivered the famous Beecher Lectures on preaching at Yale Divinity 
School. They were later published as the book, Telling the Truth: The Gospel as Tragedy, Comedy, and Fairy Tale. One of the points that 
Buechner makes is that fairy tales are perhaps above all about transformation, “where creatures are revealed in the end as what they truly 
are – the ugly duckling becomes a great white swan, the frog is revealed to be a prince, and the beautiful but wicked queen is unmasked 
at last in all her ugliness. They are tales of transformation where the ones who live happily ever after, as by no means everybody does in 
fairy tales, are transformed into what they have it in them at their best to be.”

In this Easter season may we be transformed by the power of God’s love shown in the resurrection of Jesus from the dead. What was 
initally though to be an “idle tale” (Luke 24:11) which turns out to be the Gospel truth!

Carol Strickland, Associate Pastor



Outreach Spotlight: 
Athens Nurses Clinic

The Athens Nurses Clinic is a non-profit health care clinic providing free evaluation, 
treatment, and education for acute and chronic medical and dental conditions to uninsured 
low-and-no income residents of Athens-Clarke County and the surrounding communities.  
The Clinic provides expanded primary care services (office visits, laboratory testing, 
medications, disease management education, vision screening services, and mammograms) 
and some specialty care services (dermatology, EKGs, gynecology, and basic dental services) 
to over 1,000 unique patients in over 4,500 visits in FY 2015/2016. In April 2016, the 
Clinic relocated to an expanded facility at 240 North Avenue, the Athens Resource Center 
for Hope, where it is located and collaborates with four other agencies serving the indigent 
population of this area. An outreach grant from First Presbyterian Church (along with our 
2016 Christmas Eve offering) helps support a Patient Pharmaceutical Assistance Coordinator.

Interfaith Hospitality Network of Athens
Three precious mothers and five very active little girls! Need we say 
more?!? Many First Presbyterian Church volunteers (thank you all!) 
along with our support volunteers from Congregation Children of Israel lovingly cared 
for our recent guests and exhibited great patience through numerous changes during the 
week. We were also blessed with two volunteers from Serve UGA who helped us set up.  
We appreciated their hard work as well as their curiosity and creativity.

We also want to thank our awesome First Presbyterian Church pastoral and support staff.  
They provide continuing help prior to, during, and after host weeks. Endless questions 
are answered, logistical assistance is graciously given, and guest interaction happens as a 
pastor provides a meal, spends the night, or just drops in, making a new 2-year-old friend! 
We owe much to Kim Ness and our youth for sharing their space and letting us turn it 
into a comfortable home for our guests for a week. In addition, Kim (and Erik!) turned 
commitment into cash recently by going “Over The Edge For Kids” - raising funds for 
local agencies , includeding IHNA.

Michelle Clendenen-Shaw and Patty Whiten, IHNA Co-Coordinators

Mother’s Day Offering
May 14

Make a life-changing difference 
in the lives of mothers and 
others who need your help. 
On Mother’s Day we will join 
more than 200 Presbyterian 
churches in Georgia in support 
of the Caring Hands Fund 
for Presbyterian Homes of 
Georgia. Our gifts help to 
provide much needed care 
and services for more than 400 
older residents (mostly widows) 
of Presbyterian Homes who 
have outlived their financial 
resources. Thank you for your 
generosity. 

May 21 will be our last Sunday 
with two services. Over the 
Memorial Day weekend, 
May 28, we will go to our 
summer schedule of one 
combined service at 10:00 a.m. 
Sunday School will not meet 
over the summer.

Stephen Ministry Primer
May 7, 9:45 - 10:15 a.m.

Come to the Staff Conference 
Room to start learning about 
Stephen Ministry, a system 
for organizing and training 
laypeople to give one-to-one 
Christian care to persons going 
through divorce, job loss, grief, 
and other life challenges. This 
summer we will be recruiting 
those interested in becoming 
Stephen Ministers at FPC. 

Easter People
The great writer Barbara Johnson said, “We are Easter people living in a Good Friday 
world.” Evidence abounds of God’s Easter people at work at FPC. 

It is seen each time we host IHN homeless families or prepare and serve a meal at Our 
Daily Bread or hammer a nail in the Habitat for Humanity home. It is seen on food 
Sundays when food is brought to help stock the shelves of Athens Area Emergency Food 
Bank and at Christmas when we contribute to Casa de Amistad Christmas food baskets. 
It can be seen as clothes and toys are purchased for approximately 150 “angel” children 
each Christmas and meals are prepared for Project Safe clients. It is seen when Meals on 
Wheels are delivered and through One Great Hour of Sharing. It can be seen when visits 
are made to those who find it difficult to get out of their homes or when the Mellows 
bring joy through music to those in assisted living or nursing homes. It is seen as we wrap 
our arms around those who are grieving and those who are sick or in despair. It is seen as 
we meet for Sunday school to study God’s word. Indeed, Easter people living in a Good 
Friday world!

Peace be with you all,
Jayne Bailey



Children’s Ministry Update

Vacation Bible School is right around the corner, May 30 – June 2!

We are looking forward to a wonderful week together! The children will be immersed in the vibrant culture of Peru where they 
will discover God’s good gifts of love, comfort, patience, peace, and joy for us all. Please register online for Vacation Bible School at 
firstpresathens.org by May 8 so that we can make sure your child’s Passport to Peru t-shirt arrives in time for VBS. 

Natalie Bishop, Director of Children’s Ministries

Holy Week 2017



Youth Ministry News
April and May tend to be the busiest for youth ministry. We have spring breaks, Easter and Prayer Stations, Youth Sunday, Gradu-
ation Sunday, end-of-year exams and end-of-year parties. For some youth it also marks the end of important chapters in their lives 
as they move from elementary to middle to high to college and then to graduation. As we wrap up another great year in The PIT, 
I wanted to give a shout out to my wonderful team! Thank you Alyssa, Nettie and Jordan for all you’ve done behind the scenes 
to share God’s love with our youth!

ALYSSA STANDARD 
This semester has been a crazy one for me. I was accepted to Georgia’s Master of Accountancy 
Program for the fall, so this spring I have been finishing up my requirements for my under-
graduate degree as well as working on a graduate class. The first half of this semester I had a 
tax internship in Aiken, South Carolina. Not only was I able to learn a lot from this internship, 
I also received graduate school credit for it. I got back to Athens after spring break and started 
on my half-semester class. While I am not graduating until May 2018, I have been working 
on checking off some things on my Athens bucket list, such as taking pictures of the bulldog 
statues around Athens. This summer I will be studying, taking parts of the CPA Exam, as 
well as doing some traveling: Hawaii with my family! I am also looking forward to heading 
back to Montreat with the youth! Next year I will be working on graduate school classes and 
taking the rest of the CPA Exam.

NETTIE JESTER 
I am so happy to share that I will be serving in Belize this summer spreading the good news 
of the Gospel and being the Lord’s hands and feet through Mission to the World! This has 
been a huge passion of mine and after much thought and prayer, God has called me to further 
explore the life ministry offers. I will help local churches reach their neighbors through VBS, 
music, Bible studies, sports clinics and a variety of other projects. Before I leave, I would love 
to build my support team. I can’t do any of this without both your prayers and support. If you 
feel called to be part of my team, learn more here: mtw.org/missionaries/index/jester-nettie. I 
am so blessed to grow in my faith and learn more about Him and His amazing grace. I pray to 
be a vessel of His gracious love and to serve His purpose spreading His light with the children 
and families in Belize. Keep me in your hearts and minds this summer as I embark on this 
journey full heartedly trusting God to lead, equip, and sustain me.

JORDAN OSBORNE
This past year I have been serving the church as a Children’s Ministry Fellow through the 
Waddel Fellowship program at the Presbyterian Student Center and have loved working with 
the babies, all the way through the 5th graders. Working under Natalie has given me real insight 
into what it means to work in ministry and explore different stories of faith through the Godly 
Play curriculum. I have also had the opportunity to work alongside Kim with some of the behind-
the-scenes planning and set up for different youth events, primarily the Lenten Prayer Stations. 
Next year, I have decided to switch from the Children’s Ministry Suite to The Pit because when 
working with children, Bible stories are exactly that, stories. I’m excited to work with the middle 
schoolers where the Bible stories become more than stories, but lessons and opportunities for 
discussion and questions. I am excited to help the youth begin a more introspective phase of their 
faith journey while continuing to grow in my own faith. Thanks for letting me stick around.

Kim Ness, Director of Youth Ministries

Men’s Fellowship
May 12, 7:00 p.m.

Lawton Stephens will “take us out to the ballgame” 
to watch the Dawgs play Mississippi State. We have 
a block of tickets reserved so we need to know 
how many people will be attending. Please RSVP 
to Dan Trier at dantrier@hotmail.com by May 8.

The Fearless Girl
Manhattan, New York

Under the cover of darkness, “The 
Fearless Girl” was placed on Wall 
Street across from the charging bull 
statue. It has become an overnight 
inspiration. Our own Elizabeth Wilson, daughter of Smith and Penny 
Wilson, who grew up in our church and designed The PIT, is the senior art 
director at McCann. She worked with the production department at McCann 
and an outside sculptor to spearhead the campaign and bring this girl to life. 



Flower Dedications 
The following dates are available 
to dedicate flowers for Sunday 
worship: June 4, July 2, 9, 16 and  
23. The cost for two arrangements 
is $100. Please contact Lucy Bell, 
lbell@firstpresathens.org or (706) 
543-4338 to schedule a date.

March Financial
Information

Total March Revenue     $110,059
Budgeted Mar Revenue     $117,478
Total Revenue YTD                             $405,715

Total March Expenses   $129,571
Budgeted Mar Expenses   $124,583
Total Expenses YTD   $324,120

Behind the Scenes
We have a wonderful staff that is supported by many volunteers contributing their time 
to enhance our worship and fellowship experience. What kinds of things do they do? 
Many of these things are almost invisible to most of us because they are “behind the 
scenes.” But the visible fruits of their labor are needed, useful, and enjoyed by all of 
us. They do not do these things as part of a church committee or commission, but as 
individuals who have seen a need and give. Please check out more “Behind the Scenes” 
in up-coming Columns issues to “meet” them and learn more about what they do.

Wasn’t the Easter Brunch beautiful and delicious? While you were 
enjoying it, did you consider the time it took to make that much food 
for approximately 400 people? You probably know that Darryl Magrino 
and his team prepared it, but did you know that he donates his time to 
cook the Easter Brunch, as well as our Thanksgiving and Christmas 
Dinners, and other special events during the year? 

How about the pictures on the website and in our 
newsletter of not only Easter, but most church 
activities throughout the year? Rick Simpson captures these moments 
for our enjoyment and as a record of our church history. You can find 
all of these pictures at Rick’s online First Presbyterian Church gallery: 
ricksimpson.smugmug.com/FPC/
To see the full collection of Rick’s photo albums, click on the house 
icon on the top left of the screen. Take a minute to let Darryl and 

Rick know you appreciate them!  

If you have suggestions for other volunteers who keep things working “Behind the 
Scenes” please let me know at evjstewart@charter.net or 706-543-2071.

Ella Stewart, Chair, Fellowship & Evangelism Commission

Session Highlights:
April

The Session met for its regular 
monthly meeting on April 10. The 
meeting was opened with prayer 
by Dr. Lancaster. Minutes from 
March’s meeting were reviewed and 
approved.

Along with the ordinary review of 
Commission reports, the Session: 

= heard from the Rev. Tara Bulger, 
Moderator of the Presbytery’s 
Committee on the Preparation for 
Ministry, concerning our care of 
Isaac Toney who has been approved 
as an Inquirer in the process as a 
Candidate for Ministry; 

= approved the 2017-18 budget for 
the FPC Weekday School; 

= discussed a presentation by Dr. 
Lancaster on Stewardship as a year-
round ministry; 

= heard a report from Mike Morris on 
the status of the Capital Campaign at 
the end of Phase 2;

= approved Denise Horton as a 
commissioner to the May 16 Pres-
bytery meeting in Monticello and 
noted the need for four other Ruling 
Elders to volunteer.

Rick Simpson

Darryl Magrino

PNC Update
Presbyterians have a prescribed process for calling a Senior Pastor. Its time frame is 
designed to let the congregation grieve the departing pastor, engage the congregation 
and staff in discernment about the church and its future, hire a skilled Interim Senior 
Pastor to lead us in these discussions, and elect a Pastor Nominating Committee to 
manage the  preparation process and the search.

When all these activities happen properly, the process has a greater opportunity for the 
transitional time to be seamless. And thanks to all of you, to our excellent staff, and to Dr. 
Lancaster, it has been seamless so far, don’t you think?

We grieved the departing Pastor, we participated in a vigorous self-analysis with 
congregation and staff, we hired a skilled Interim Senior Pastor and we elected a Pastor 
Nominating Committee. The PNC has been trained, is meeting regularly, is 
conducting interviews with staff and Commission Chairs, and is listening to your thoughts 
and trying to answer your questions. We are also studying the history of our church 
building, its people, and its mission. We are doing this work, in part, to complete the im-
portant Ministry Information Form. This document will form the basis of our search effort.

The Pastor Nominating Committee is doing everything we can to present our church 
and congregation in a way that God’s call will be realized.We thank you for your prayers 
and support.

Lewis Hudgins, Chair, Pastor Nominating Committee

Bookless Book Group
May 10, 11:30 a.m.

A group of women meets on the second and fourth Wednesday of each 
month to enjoy lunch and conversation. We meet at a variety of restaurants and invite 
anyone interested to join us. Our next meeting will be at Homemade, 1072 Baxter St. 



Our Church Family
Congratulations to:

Boone & Jenny Johnson on the birth of their daughter, Ila Katherine Johnson 
on March 27, 2017. Ila Kate is the granddaughter of Tim & Elaine Johnson.

Ben & Margaret Davis on the birth of their son, 
Robert Hale Davis on April 6, 2017.

Phil & Hilda Shepard English who were married on April 29, 2017 in Maryland. 
Everyone is invited to a reception in their honor on 

Saturday, May 20, 2:00 - 4:00 p.m. in Fellowship Hall.

Christian Sympathy to:

Tootsie Adams, Greta Covington, Johnny Terrell, and their families on the loss 
of their mother, Elinor Tillman Terrell.

David Lay and family on the loss of his mother, 
Lois Lay Cobb.

Elaine Weeks and family on the loss of her mother-in-law, 
Kathleen Wellicome Weeks.

May 1 Todd Fowler, Matt Middendorf
May 3 Janet Carter, Maria Johnston, 

Sara McArthur, Gilbert 
Milner, Corky Sams III

May 4 Skeets Baldwin, Jr., Madeline 
Van Dyck, Linda Wallace

May 5 Steven Hofferbert, Joyce Lu, 
Jenny Walsh

May 6 Jennifer Carr, Richard 
Lane, Don O’Steen, Maggie 
Bergmann

May 7 Mixon Robinson, Karen 
Thompson

May 8 Michael Earl, Lynn Swanson
May 9 Ashley Epting, Mark 

McConnell
May 10 Greg Holcomb, PF Price, 

Caroline Strobel
May 11 Jennifer Holcomb, David 

Mendenhall
May 12 Luke Osborne
May 13 Ray Schofield
May 14 Chandler Crosby, Ruby 

Freeman
May 15 John Cullens
May 16 Bryan Hillman, Dan Nadenicek 
May 17 Wright Cook, Judy Thompson
May 18 Tom Landrum, Barbara Moore

May 19 Ted Beck, Carolyn Hally, Paul 
Izant, Lucy Lindsey, Karen 
Phillips

May 20 Shirley Evans, Elaine Thacker
May 21 Lindsay Barrett, Benjamin 

Carey, Tony Hollifield, 
Harvey Humphries

May 22 Larry Jones, Nick Kalivoda, 
Ann Mattocks

May 23 Courtney Bolt, Ann Harper 
Covington, Jennings 
Holloway, Declan Wilder, Pat 
Wilson

May 24 Terry McRae, Jo Carol 
Nesset-Sale, Katie Williams

May 25 Lisa Oelke
May 26 Ellie Adams, Annie Laurie 

Dodd, Judy Howell, Davis 
Miller

May 27 Debbie Woodall
May 28 Mary Dudley, Diane Hudgins, 

Leena Johnson
May 29 Christy Chambers
May 30 Audrey Kretzschmar
May 31 Amy Cowsert, Doris Granum, 

Suzanne King, Lucy MacMillan, 
Robert W. Simmons, Georgia 
Blue Simmons

May  1 Hebrews  13:16 
May  2 Isaiah  58: 7-9
May  3 Luke  14:12-14
May  4 Genesis  18:1-8
May  5 Genesis  19:1-3
May  6 Job  31:31-32
May  7 Acts  16:14-15
May  8 Acts  16:25-34
May  9 Luke  10:25-37
May  10 John  6:1-14
May  11 Luke  6:1-5
May  12 Luke  10:38-42
May  13 John  13:12-15
May  14 Romans  12:9-13
May  15 1 Peter  4:8-10
May  16 Deut.  24:19-21
May  17 Phil.  4:15-20
May  18 Psalm  23:1
May  19 Acts  2:43-47
May  20 Galatians  5:22
May  21 1 Timothy  6:17-19
May  22 Phil.  2:1-4
May  23 James  2:14-17
May  24 Isaiah  55:1-3
May  25 John  2:1-10
May  26 Ephesians  1:15
May  27 Ephesians  4:29-32
May  28 Psalm  68:5-6
May  29 James  1:27
May  30 Psalm  146:5-9
May  31 Matthew  25:37-40

Bible Readings 
on Hospitality

In Memoriam
Linda Burkett Smith

1938-2017

In Memoriam
Elinor Tillman Terrell

1931-2017
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Return Service Requested

Sundays at First Presbyterian Church

Sunday, May 7
Such as These

Dr. Carol Strickland Preaching
Weekday School 50th Anniversary Celebration

Communion Sunday, Food Sunday

Sunday, May 14
The Challenge of the First Mile

Dr. Bruce Lancaster Preaching

Sunday, May 21
Your God Is Too Small

Dr. Bruce Lancaster Preaching
Scottish Reformation Sunday

Sunday, May 28
Where Are Our Heroes?

Dr. Bruce Lancaster Preaching

Worship Services
8:45 & 11:00 a.m. 

Sunday School
9:45 - 10:40 a.m.

Summer Schedule Begins May 28
10:00 a.m. Worship Service

Sunday School does not meet

Children’s Church
Children Pre-K through Grade 2 may leave with 
Natalie Bishop, Director of Children’s Ministries, 

during the 11:00 a.m. service for Children’s 
Church in the Godly Play Rooms.


