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Athens Area 
Emergency Food Bank

On May 1, we will be 
collecting non-per-
ishable food items 
for the Athens Area 
Emergency Food 
Bank. Rice, canned 

tomatoes, and dried beans are 
needed in particular at this time.
Thank you for your continued 

donations and support.

Save the Dates

Music for Organ 
and Strings Recital
May 1 at 4:00 p.m.

Sanctuary

Twilight 5K Race 
Water Station

May 7 at 7:30 a.m.

IHN Host Week
May 15 - 22

The PIT

Reception Honoring 
Dr. Doak

June 12 at 11:05 a.m.
Fellowship Hall

Vacation Bible School
June 13 - 17

9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.

Letter from the Senior Pastor

This is the first of our new monthly newsletters, replacing 
the bi-weekly newsletter. There are several reasons why 
we have made this shift. First, it will enable the staff and 
other contributors to write longer articles about the pro-
grams and life of the church. Second, with the launch of 
the new church website, much of the information in the 
bi-weekly newsletter can easily be found on the website. 
Third, it will allow for a quick glance of church activity for 
the month ahead and greater depth of reflection rather than 
week by week anouncements. Please look for this exciting 
new addition to the communication tools of the church as 
it arrives the first few days of each month.

Some have asked me about the Presbytery policy for retired ministers, regarding 
attendance at church and doing pastoral services for members. All of the ministers 
of this presbytery subscribe to a “ministers professional ethics” policy, which states 
that we wish the best for the continual ministry of the church we are retiring from. 
To help enable the support and acceptance of the new called pastor, Ginny and I will 
not attend the church for worship, church activities, hospital calls, or have contact 
with the church staff for a period of time to enable the new called pastor to get settled 
into the new Head of Staff position. 

Further, I will not conduct or participate in any special services for church members 
such as weddings, funerals or memorial services. I love the members of this church; 
however, for the good health of this congregation, to help the new pastor make a 
smooth transition, and so that you will get to know the new pastor as you got to 
know me, I must and will abide by the presbytery policy.

I have also asked the session to call a Congregational Meeting on Sunday, June 5 
after the 10:00 a.m. worship service for the purpose of releasing me from the call to 
this congregation on June 12. After June 12, I will no longer be the pastor of this 
congregation. I will be retired. As I mentioned earlier in my letter on February 29, 
we will continue to live in Athens. I will of course speak to you when Ginny and I 
run into you in the stores and on the streets of Athens. However, I will not speak to 
you about the affairs of the church. I am writing this so that we are clear about this 
policy and you will understand why I will say “NO” if you ask me to do pastoral 
care work for you or a family member after June 12. 

I will pray for you and for the continued ministry of this wonderful church. The 
Holy Spirit is certainly at work in this place. God bless you all,

Glenn Doak, Senior Pastor



Because We Care So Deeply for Them: The Pentecost Offering — Sunday, May 15

Each year on Pentecost Sunday we celebrate the arrival of the Holy Spirit as a bringer 
of new life.  It is also the Sunday when we receive one of our four PC(USA) special of-
ferings. The Pentecost Offering is devoted to ministries that support our young people 
during their “first third of life,” the time from childhood through young adulthood. 

Forty percent of the Pentecost Offering stays with our congregation to develop and support programs for children at risk, 
youth, and young adults in our community. For the second year, the Mission and Outreach Commission has chosen to 
give the money to Barrow Elementary School to support scholarships for their after school program. This program benefits 
students in need, including children who live in the Bethel Homes community across E. Dougherty Street from our church.

The remaining sixty percent of our gifts support three areas of ministry with children, youth, and young adults: 

1) Young Adult Volunteers — a one year service opportunity for young adults from 19 to 30 
years old to live in intentional Christian community, deepening and developing their faith 
while serving alongside partners in sites across the United States and around the world

2) Ministries with youth ages 12-18 — such as funding downloadable youth devotional resources, 
travel expenses to Triennium, and a grant to Presbyterian Youth Workers’ Association

3) The General Assembly’s “Educate a Child, Transform the World” initative

When you give to the Pentecost Offering you are providing opportunities for children in our 
community and beyond to grow and build their lives. Please consider giving to this worthy cause.

Mother’s Day Offering — Sunday, May 8

First Prebyterian is one of more than 200 PC(USA) congregations in Georgia, along with hundreds of individual donors 
statewide, that participate in the annual Mother’s Day Offering. This offering benefits the Presbyterian Homes’ Caring 
Hands Fund. One of life’s great blessings is the opportunity to honor those who have touched our lives by giving back to 
God’s most senior children. Your support enables Presbyterian Homes to provide exceptional care for aging residents. This 
offering dates back to 1949. The support provided to PC(USA) senior members totals almost $4 million annually in Georgia. 

We look back in thanksgiving for the ways this offering has touched the lives of residents and their families through the years 
and hope that you’ll continue this tradition of caring. Thank you for your prayerful support of this ministry.

Looking Ahead

With Glenn’s announcement of his retirement we have mixed feelings around First Presbyterian: 
gratitude for such a long and fruitful pastorate, sadness that it is ending, and joy for Glenn and Ginny 
to be entering into a new phase of their lives. A letter announcing specific plans for honoring Glenn 
on his last Sunday, June 12th, will be forthcoming.

Since you are surely wondering what’s next, let me sketch the process that lies ahead. We plan to 
secure an interim pastor who, together with the session and staff, will lead the congregation until 
another pastor is called. The session, with the help of the presbytery’s Committee on Ministry and 
Transitional General Presbyter (The Rev. Hilary Shuford), is responsible for hiring this person. This 
process will not involve consultation with the congregation but is treated like a personnel matter.  
Already your session has elected an interim search committee. Rod Canfield is the chair. David Cole, 
Bill Childers, Diane Adams, Amy Cowsert, and Joy Holloway are members. The goal is to hire an 
interim by the beginning of the fall.

Over the summer, we will plan to carry on with all God has called us to do. I will preach most Sundays with others filling in.  
My sermon series will be on The Lord’s Prayer. We will be sure that all areas of church life proceed as normally as possible.
When the interim arrives, he or she will walk with us through the necessary grieving process which accompanies pastoral 
changes. Also, probably during the fall, the interim will help us refocus  our identity and mission through a self-study. After 
this is completed, the congregation will elect a Pastor Nominating Committee (PNC) who will ultimately recommend to 
the congregation a new pastor to call. By the way, that doesn’t happen overnight. It won’t be before 2017 and could be after.

The “Presbyterian Way” may seem unduly slow, but it has been forged out of experience. But before we get too focused 
on the future, let’s take the time to celebrate Glenn’s gifts and ministry among us. Let’s also trust that God has good things 
in store for us all. 

Carol Strickland, Associate Pastor



Thank You to Waddel Fellows and Interns

It is with full hearts that we say “Thank You” to our Waddel fellows and youth interns. Please join us on May 1 at the 11:00 
a.m. worship service as we recognize the time and energy they have offered to our church community.

STACEY BOWDEN, Children’s Waddel Fellow
Stacey joined us through the Waddel program during a big time of transition, and we are grateful for her commitment to our 
children and their families. Most significantly, she took the lead in helping to plan craft activities in the Children’s Ministry 
Suite for the Live Nativity, including adding a photo booth that was a big success! Thank you, Stacey, for sharing your heart 
for the youngest members of our church family. 

GREG PURSER, Youth Intern
Greg has served as a youth intern for two years now, teaching Sunday School, leading on Sunday nights and chaperoning 
retreats. Not to worry, we will see Greg and his lovely wife Carolin around church, but his time will now be focused on the 
final steps of his PhD in Social Work. Thank you, Greg, for sharing your quiet sense of humor, your Bible knowledge, and 
your patience during a transitional time in our youth program.  

ALYSSA STANDARD, Youth Waddel Fellow And Youth Intern
Alyssa was placed with us through the Waddel program, then hired for additional hours as our second youth intern. A 
lifelong Presbyterian, she brought her love for Montreat and creative youth programming to our time in the PIT. Thank 
you, Alyssa, for sharing your gentle spirit with our group…I am so excited that you’ll be staying with us for another year!

ELIZABETH WILKES, Outreach Waddel Fellow
Elizabeth was charged with organizing our church’s outreach events including the AthHalf worship and water station, hospi-
tality for the Parade of Lights, MLK Day of Service, our Lenten small groups, and the upcoming Twilight 5K water station. 
Thank you, Elizabeth, for sharing your enthusiasm, creativity and commitment to be Christ’s hands and feet in the world.

Kim Ness, Director of Youth Ministries

The women’s retreat, April 15-17, visited Thornwell Home for Children and 
Presbyterian College and had a restful weekend at Fellowship Camp, SC.



Children’s Ministry Thank You Brunch
Sunday, May 15th, 9:45 a.m.

Fellowship Hall

This has been a great year for our Children’s Ministry, thanks to all our wonderful volunteers! 

In recognition of all their hard work, children’s ministry greeters, Sunday school and chil-
dren’s church teachers, and nursery volunteers are invited to join our sweet children for a 
special morning filled with yummy pancakes and thank you surprises from the children. 
It will be a fun morning together as we finish up the Sunday school year. Hope you can 
join us on May 15th!

Summer Volunteers Needed
The 2015-2016 Sunday school year is coming to a close, and our summer schedule will 
begin Sunday, May 29th as we move to a 10:00 a.m. worship service. As you begin to fill 
up your calendars with family fun trips and summer adventures, please consider lending a 
hand one Sunday with Children’s Church, in the nursery, or come help us host a morning 
of Vacation Bible School. We truly appreciate all of our volunteer support! Please contact 
Natalie Bishop at (706) 543-4338 or natalie@firstpresathens.org if you can volunteer.  

Don’t forget to register for Vacation Bible School 2016 at www.firstpresathens.org!

Natalie Bishop, Director of Children’s Ministries

Maundy Thursday Dinner and Worship, Easter Egg Hunt, and Weekday School Chapel



Youth Minstry News

For many, summer is a time to sit back and relax by the pool. For Youth Directors, it’s when 
we get to spend extended time with our youth in mission and fellowship. Please keep us in your 
prayers this summer as we travel, serve, and worship together. 

Music Notes by John Coble — New Shoes

As some of you may know, organists wear special shoes. Like dancers 
and athletes, we have special requirements of our footwear. To play 
organ pedals, our feet have to be able to slide easily on the wooden 
pedal keys. We have to be able to play pedals with both heels and toes, 
sometimes both at the same time. Organ shoes have leather soles to 
slide easily. The heels have to be higher to reach from one key with a 
heel to another with a toe without catching wrong keys in between. 

After a fair amount of use practicing and playing, organ shoes get broken 
in and feel very comfortable. They also eventually get to looking rather 
rough. I recently read, “you’re not a proper organist until your organ shoes
look like they’ve been in a tussle with an enthusiastic puppy and lost.” 

I’ve been through a number of pairs over the years. Sometimes the leather wears or even peels off the bottom of the shoe. Once 
I had the bottom of a heel rip completely off while practicing, leaving only nails sticking out. Not long ago, I realized the organ 
shoes I’ve been wearing for the last several years were wearing out. The leather was splitting on the tops above the toes. The 
black leather had worn off inside where the shoes rub together. The leather on the bottom of the heels was worn completely 
through. It was time for a new pair. I went to a local dance shoe store to buy a new pair of the brand I’ve been wearing for the 
last twenty years, but I was told the company no longer made that type of shoe. So, I had to order a pair of organ shoes from a 
different company, a brand I have not worn for over twenty years. To add to the frustration, my size was out of stock and would 
not come in for two months. Easter and a recital were coming. Would my old shoes hold together until the new ones came? 
Would I have time to get used to the new shoes and break them in? Would I like going back to the old brand? 

The new shoes arrived and I felt a mixture of excitement and doubt. They looked great and had that “new” smell, but they 
did feel different. To be honest, I’m still not sure whether I like them better or not. They have taken some getting used to. I’m 
starting to break them in, but sometimes I’m tempted to put them away and get my old shoes back out, as worn as they are. 

Getting used to new things is often difficult. There is comfort in our old thing and familiar ways. Some things are worth 
holding on to. Many traditions in our church are good and have stood the test of time because they have great meaning. 
Church should be a place of comfort in our often chaotic lives. But as we know, sometimes things change. Sometimes we 
have to get “new shoes,” even if we don’t want to. Give them a chance. Day by day, they will become more comfortable 
and we might even find ourselves playing even better than before! 

June 5-11 Montreat Youth Conference, Montreat, NC
High school youth will spend a week in the mountains, worshipping with 
hundreds of other teens from across the country as we explore the theme, 
“A World of Difference.”
June 13-17 Vacation Bible School, Athens, GA
VBS is not just for our youngest members! Both middle and high school 
youth come back each year to help lead small groups, organize crafts and 
share their love of this church.
June 19-25 Worship & Music Conference, Montreat, NC
Celebration Singers choir members look forward to this intergenerational conference 
each year. It is focused on all aspects of worship including music, art, and liturgy.
July 5-9 Mission Trip with Broad Street Ministry, Philadelphia, PA
Our mission trip this year will push the youth to step out of their comfort zones. 
Through the work of Broad Street Ministry, we will engage in relational service 
work in different parts of the city with the goal of identifying and confronting 
stereotypes of the city, urban poverty, and marginalized communities.

Kim Ness, Director of Youth Ministries

Many of our youth 
particpated in the 
Perfectly Polished 
Etiquette School:  
Reid and Jay Bangle, 
Celeste and Ann 
Harper Covington, 
and Jordan and Luke 
Osborne



Interfaith Hospitality 
Network News

The next IHN host week is May 
15-22. Please consider serving in 
our local outreach. You can sign up 
to volunteer each Sunday morning 
in the Atrium.

IHN Volunteer Training
May 21 at 9:00 a.m.

This is a wonderful opportunity 
for prospective volunteers as well 
as experienced volunteers wanting 
a refresher course. Please contact 
Regina Roth-Goldman, 
serve@ihnathens.org, to register. 

Seeking IHN 
Coordinating Team

We are currently seeking volunteers 
to serve on the IHN Coordinating
Team. The team consists of a chair-
person, co-chairperson, and a co-
ordinator for each of the following:
evening hosts, evening meals, over-
night hosts, and van drivers. If you 
are interested in serving on this 
team, please contact Terry Nestor, 
terrynestor@hotmail.com, or Jayne 
Bailey, plainjayneb1955@gmail.com.

The Flood story in Genesis is introduced 
with this sentence, “The Lord was sorry that 
he had made humankind on the earth, and 
it grieved him to his heart.”  - Genesis 6:6

I’ve been wondering why the Flood story is 
so long in comparison with the other sec-
tions of the prologue in Genesis: creation 
is two chapters, Adam & Eve in the garden 
is one, Cain & Able is one, the Tower of 
Babel is less than one, but the Flood story is nearly four chapters, Genesis 6-9.

My opinion is that length indicates importance. This story is so long because it’s 
so important, and the importance lies in a new and surprising understanding about 
God. The sorrow and grief of God is hard for us to believe, difficult to take seriously.

Understanding that God does grieve surely casts our human suffering and anguish 
in a different light. Over the past several years our congregation has experienced 
more than its share of pain and loss. It helps to know that even though we can never 
answer the question, “Why did God let this happen,” with reference to our deepest 
griefs in life, it helps to know that God also grieves.

From time to time our congregation sings, “There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy.” 
John Coble told choir members there are something like thirteen verses to the 
hymn. The first verse has stayed with me:

There’s a wideness in God’s mercy,
Like the wideness of the sea;
There’s a kindness in God’s justice,
Which is more than liberty.
There is no place where earth’s sorrows
Are more felt than up in heaven;
There is no place where earth’s failings
Have such kindly judgment given.

That idea, God’s grief, helps as we seek to come to terms with life’s deep and endur-
ing dilemmas. It emphasizes one pole of the theological continuum of transcendence 
and immanence. God draws close in our dark nights.

Prayer: God grant us, your children, the courage to face life’s pains and struggles with hope 
and faith, knowing that you draw near in our anguish, and enfold us in your loving arms. We 
pray through Jesus Christ, who loved us and gave himself for us. Amen.

The Lord Was Sorry... Devotional from John Kipp

Will Corry, 
Athens Academy

Sara Cotton, 
Oconee County High School

Ellis Flurry, 
Clarke Central High School

Catie Kirch, 
Cedar Shoals High School

Maddy Magrino, 
Oconee County High School

Emily Noakes, 
North Oconee High School

Jordan Osborne, 
Oconee County High School

Lizzie Simmons, 
Athens Academy

*Please contact Kim Ness to inform the 
church of any other graduates, so they can 
be includesd in our celebration on May 8th.

Congratuations to the 
High School Graduating 

Class of 2016

Celebrating Easter at First Presbyterian Church



Home from the Hospital:
	Emily Barrow
	Paul Izant
	Jim Prestegard

Sympathy:
	To Melanie Powers on the death 

of her mother.

May 1 Todd Fowler, Matt 
Middendorf

May 3 Janet Carter, Maria Johnston, 
Sara McArthur, Gilbert 
Milner, Corky Sams, III

May 4 Skeets Baldwin, Jr., Jennifer 
Poole, Madeline Van Dyck

May 5 Steven Hofferbert, Joyce Lu, 
Jenny Walsh

May 6 Jennifer Carr, Richard 
Lane, Don O’Steen, Maggie 
Bergmann

May 7 Drew Lilliston, Patrick 
Marshall, Jr., Mixon 
Robinson, Karen Thompson

May 8 Michael Earl, Lynn Swanson
May 9 Ashley Bradford, Ashley 

Epting, Caroline Harris
May 10 Greg Holcomb, PF Price, 

Caroline Strobel
May 11 Jennifer Holcomb, David 

Mendenhall
May 12 Luke Osborne
May 13 Ray Schofield
May 14 Chandler Crosby, Jamie 

Dove, Ruby Freeman
May 15 John Cullens
May 16 Bryan Hillman, Dan 

Nadenicek

May 17 Wright Cook, Judy 
Thompson

May 18 Tom Landrum, Barbara 
Moore

May 19 Ted Beck, Carolyn Hally, 
 Paul Izant, Lucy Lindsey, 
 Karen Phillips
May 20 Shirley Evans, Elaine Thacker
May 21 Lindsay Barrett, Benjamin 

Carey, Harvey Humphries
May 22 Larry Jones, Nick Kalivoda, 

Ann Mattocks
May 23 Courtney Bolt, Ann 

Harper Covington, Jennings 
Holloway, Pat Wilson

May 24 Terry McRae, Jo Carol 
Nesset-Sale, Katie Williams

May 25 Lisa Oelke
May 26 Ellie Adams, Judy Howell
May 27 Debbie Woodall
May 28 Mary Dudley, Diane 

Hudgins, Leena Johnson
May 29 Christy Chambers
May 30 Audrey Kretzschmar
May 31 Amy Cowsert, Doris 

Granum, Suzanne King, 
Lucy MacMillian, Robert 
W. Simmons, Georgia Blue 
Simmons

May 1 Leviticus 25:1-17
May 2 Colossians 1:9-14
May 3 Matthew 13:18-23
May 4 Leviticus 26:27-42
May 5 Hebrews 2:5-18
May 6 Matthew 7:22-27
May 7 Numbers 11:16-29
May 8 Hebrews 12:18-29
May 9 Matthew 8:5-17
May 10 1 Samuel 16:1-13a
May 11 Ephesians 4:1-16
May 12 Matthew 9:1-8
May 13 Jeremiah 31:27-34
May 14 Ephesians 6:1-24
May 15 John 4:19-26
May 16 Proverbs 3:11-20
May 17 1 John 4:7-21
May 18 Matthew 11:16-24
May 19 Proverbs 7:1-27
May 20 2 John 1-13
May 21 Matthew 12:15-21
May 22 Job 38:1-11, 42:1-5
May 23 1 Timothy 1:1-17
May 24 Matthew 12:33-42
May 25 Proverbs 17:1-20
May 26 1 Timothy 4:1-16
May 27 Matthew 13:31-35
May 28 Proverbs 25:15-28
May 29 Acts 8:26-40
May 30 Matthew 13:44-52
May 31 Ecclesiastes 2:16-26

Bible Readings

In Memoriam
Daniel Schab

1957-2016

Our Church Family

Weekday School and Presbyterian Women 
Honor Carol Ashmore

The Weekday School and congregation wish Carol 
Ashmore a wonderful, well deserved retirement! Many 
children have benefitted from her dedication and spirit 
during her 23 years in our Weekday School as a lead 
and assistant teacher.

On April 10th, the Presbyterian Women held their 
annual birthday lunch, joint circle meeting and Bible 
study. This year a highlight was conferring an Honorary
Life Membership on Carol. She has been a church mem-
ber for many years, has been active in circles, and served 
as moderator for eight years before retiring last year. 
Plaques listing all former recipients are on the second 
floor near the elevator as you enter Fellowship Hall. Carol Ashmore and her students

planted flowers in the courtyard 
for Earth Day chapel.

Prayer Request
Marilyn Poole is in Atlanta for stem cell treatment for multiple myeloma cancer at 
Northside Hospital. This will be an outpatient process, but she will have to remain 
in Atlanta for 30 plus days. Cards may be sent to her home address: 72 Lenox Road, 
Athens, GA 30606.
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Sunday, May 1
Feed My Sheep

Rev. Dr. Carol Strickland
Reception of New Members

Recognition of Waddel Fellows and Interns
Food Sunday

Sunday, May 8
How to Talk to Your Wife

Rev. Dr. Glenn Doak
Mother’s Day Special Offering

Celebration of Graduating Seniors

Sunday, May 15
The Early Days of the Church

Rev. Dr. Glenn Doak
Pentecost Special Offering

Communion

Sunday, May 22
499 Years Later—Thank You Martin Luther

Rev. Dr. Glenn Doak
Scottish Reformation Sunday

Sunday, May 29
What Happens When We Die?

Rev. Dr. Glenn Doak
Memorial Day Weekend

Summer Schedule Begins May 29
Worship at 10:00 a.m.

Sunday School does not meet.

Worship Services
8:45 a.m. and 11:00 a.m.

Sunday School at 9:45 a.m.

Children’s Church 
Children, ages 4 through Grade 2, 

may leave the 11:00 a.m. service after 
the children’s message for activities in 

the Children’s Ministry Suite.

Sundays at First Presbyterian Church

Return Service Requested


