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Bruce’s Blog
My Friends,

We are beginning our journey of Lent, and our theme is “God’s Passion.” 
This is a time to reflect on how God’s passion shapes our lives; to consider 
the challenges facing us, to explore the opportunities before us as disciples 
of Jesus Christ.

I like the way Earl Johnson describes Lent as “a time to ask for God’s 
strength and place the church and ourselves in God’s hands.” As we move 
through this Lent, let us reflect on how our church has gone through days 

of difficulty when determination was required and through days of joy when celebrations 
were called for.

Now is the time for new possibilities: making choices, planning with prudence, using our resources 
wisely, enjoying each other, making a difference in the lives of people in this congregation, this 
city, and beyond.

Let it be said of First Presbyterian Church of Athens:

 If you want to help people who need help, bring hope to people who have little hope, 
  speak a kind word to those who are down and need a lift; 
 If you want to house the homeless, feed the hungry, care for the sorrowful, 
  and ease the pain of the lonely;
 If you want to shape the lives of little children, help young couples have better marriages,
  lead teenagers through the throes of adolescence with their values and spirits intact, 
  give adults anchors for faith in a chaotic world, provide dignity and hope for all people;
 This is the place and we are the people who trust God for the choices we are making: 
  to follow love which endures, have faith which meets every challenge,  
  and embrace hope which seizes the opportunities God gives.
       – Author Unknown

Thanks and blessings,
Bruce Lancaster, Interim Senior Pastor

Save the Date
March 1

Ash Wednesday Services
12:00 & 6:30 p.m.

Children & Family Time
5:00-5:30 p.m.

March 8-29
“Praying the Psalms” 

Wed@First Lenten Study
6:30 p.m.

March 21
Prayers for Healing

March 23
Men’s Fellowship, 6:00 p.m.

March 26
Presbyterian Women 
Birthday Luncheon

12:30 p.m.

April 2-9
IHN Host Week

April 13
Maundy Thursday Service & 

Dinner, 5:00 p.m.

April 14
Good Friday Service 

Presbyterian Student Center
7:00 p.m.

April 15
Easter Egg Hunt

April 16
Easter

Food Sunday Benefiting the Athens Area 
Emergency Food Bank

Sunday, March 5 we will be collecting non-perishable food items for the Athens Area Emergency 
Food Bank. This month they are requesting: 

 n breakfast cereals     n hamburger helper dinners      n Jiffy muffin mixes (any variety)

Thank you for donating 410 items in February!



Music Notes

During the season of Lent, we will be turning our attention to the Psalms. They are often read, but in fact were meant to be sung. They 
are considered to be the hymnal of the Old Testament and the songs of the people of Israel. Singing Psalms is at the heart of our worship 
as Presbyterians. Psalms can be sung in many ways, including being chanted both in plainsong (“Gregorian”) chant, and harmonized 
or Anglican chant. Psalm verses can be sung by one person or a group with a refrain being sung by all between verses. Many Psalms 
have been arranged into anthems for choirs to sing. Perhaps most important to Presbyterians are metrical Psalms put into verses that 
can be sung to hymn tunes. In his Psalter for Christian Worship, Michael Morgan writes, “We lift up the psalms to God as our prayers. 
We borrow language of these ancient texts, and they become our words. We are not secondhand recipients of God’s Word, but 
communicants actively in conversation with God. What seems to set the psalms apart from the rest of Scripture is their sacramental 
nature, their unique ability to mold and transform the believer.” 

In Te Deum: The Church and Music, Paul Westermeyer writes that in psalms ,“we deal with the 
height and depth of human life, articulated in a most compelling way. We see our struggles 
against the backdrop of God’s goodness and mercy – our struggles with God and God’s 
struggles with us in steadfast love and faithfulness. We view the human drama in its savagery 
and kindness, in its barbarity and finesse, in the specificity of our daily lives and the cosmic 
proportions of life, in the call to treat one another justly and with mercy. Mostly we come 
face to face with God we bless God because God has done great things for us. The content 
of the Psalms tells us what we sing about and why it calls forth our song. It tells us why the 
song is worth singing.” Westermeyer also points out the psalms suggest “why superficial 

music simply cannot bear the weight of such a potent and significant song.” He writes about the reasons for singing: “One reason is 
that singing, like nothing else, binds together a corporate gathering.” 

I remember one minister I served with saying, “worship is not a spectator sport.” We must participate and be involved. Worship is not 
something we watch others do. Singing may be the most important thing we do together in worship. When we sing the psalms, or 
even when we listen to choirs sing on our behalf, we become the Psalmists ourselves, in a way. Think about this during Lent. When 
we hear the words of Jesus, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” do we remember that he was quoting Psalm 22? Jesus 
was recalling ancient words written before his lifetime, but they were relevant to him. 

Many of us know what it’s like to “walk through the valley of the shadow of death,” in one way or another. Can we say with confidence 
we will not fear because our Good Shepherd is with us? Even if we aren’t in that dark valley at the time, singing and remembering 
those words will help us remember them when we do need them. During Lent our St. Andrews Choir will lead us in singing Psalm 
95, “All with joyful exultation let us sing to God our praise,” set to an old Hasidic melody. Our youth and adults will sing Psalm 23 
set to relatively new music by Howard Goodall (the theme from The Vicar of Dibley). Whether we sing God’s praises or shake our fists 
in anger in difficult times, we can find voice for the height and depth of our human lives. If we learn them we can call on those words 
when we need them most.

Soli Deo Gloria (To God alone be the Glory),
John Coble, Director of Music and Organist

Soup Group

 •  Is your spiritual journey stalled? 
 •  Would you like to make or deepen friendships with other First Presbyterians? 
 •  Are you curious about some new yet old spiritual practices?   
 •  Do you like soup?

If you answered “yes” to any or all of the above, you are invited to join me on four Friday evenings during 
Lent. We’ll gather at my house for a simple soup supper followed by exploration of some ancient spiritual 
practices like Lectio Divina (divine reading of scripture) and Ignatian Examen. We may 
even challenge each other to try fasting, not necessarily from food or drink (though 

skipping sugar or alcohol might be good choices). It may be that fasting from shopping or screens 
(computer, t.v., smart phone, or just Facebook) would do more to help us answer the question of what 
we’re really hungry for. 

We will gather on March 3, 17, 31, and April 7. Please let me know by Ash Wednesday, March 1, if 
you’d like to participate at cstrickland@firstpresathens.org or 706-765-7671. 

Carol Strickland, Associate Pastor



Outreach Spotlight: 
Athens Area Emergency Food Bank

Do you ever wonder what happens to the food you bring to 
“Food Sunday” for the Athens Area Emergency Food Bank? 
This month Melinda Miller has volunteered to drive the food 
to their facility on Barber Street. They meet food needs for one 
week for families in Athens-Clarke County who are faced with 
emergencies and are referred by local agencies such as The Ark.

Why do we ask for specific items? Because the Emergency Food Bank follows guidelines 
for balanced meals, they must keep certain things in stock. If they don’t have peas, for 
example, they have to purchase them from the NE Georgia Food Bank or a retail store. 
Their budget is not large. They know they can count on First Presbyterian—YOU—
to help each month.

It is a joy to be at the Emergency Food Bank when someone in need comes to get 
food. Kim Ramos, the Director and only full time employee, is a warm and welcoming 
presence. She makes our neighbors in need feel comfortable as she helps them 
on our behalf. There is a shelf with all sorts of “extras” that each family can select 
from, according to their tastes. Extras are items we take for granted—salt and pepper, 
condiments—things that make meal time better.

The hardest part of Food Sunday for us is remembering to bring the food from home 
to church! You may never know whose life you helped, but please know that your 
donations and effort make a difference. Please use your hands and your heart to help 
our neighbors in need. God has no hands but ours.

Kitty Donnan, Mission & Outreach Commission

Interfaith Hospitality Network Host Weeks
February 19-26, April 2-9

Our next IHN host week will be April 2 - 9. Our congregation’s 
strong commitment helps make this ministry possible and we’re 
grateful! As your new co-coordinators, we would like to thank all 
who made our February 19 host week work so well. Having these 2 
host weeks so close together is not typical and yet the response from the congregation has 
been amazing, as always. Please check the sign-up board in the Atrium for a spot that might 
work for you or check the online calendar and contact Patty at pattywhiten@windstream.
net to volunteer. Thanks for helping provide such warm hospitality to our guests.

Michelle Clendenen-Shaw and Patty Whiten, IHN Co-Coordinators

Lent@First Presbyterian Church
Ash Wednesday, March 1   
      Worship, 12:00 & 6:30 p.m.
      Children & Family Time, 5:00-5:30 p.m.
     Dinner, 5:30 p.m.

Soup Group, March 3, 17, 31, and April 7
   Simple supper and spiritual exploration at the home of Dr. Carol  Strickland

Wed@First, March 8-29, 6:30 p.m.
   Praying the Psalms, a Lenten study led by Dr. Bruce Lancaster

Lenten Calendars, available in the Narthex and the church office.

Stay tuned for special Holy Week actitivies and services.

Lenten Calendars
Now available in the Narthex or 
church office! Every day during 
the season of Lent, we will seek 
to engage in prayer, reflection, 
and acts of service. Each day of 
the calendar has a suggestion for 
a short passage to read and for 
an activity to complete to guide 
us through the season. Many 
of the activities are a great way 
for members of all ages to get 
involved in our church’s outreach 
initiatives. We hope that you can 
use this calendar to enhance your 
experience this Lenten season.

Weekend Mission Trip
June 9-11

This summer we will send a team to 
Atlanta for a “Discover Weekend.” 
Sponsored by DOOR, a faith-
based urban network, participants 
will be challenged to see the face 
of God in the city as they spend 
time listening, volunteering, 
worshiping, and reflecting on their 
experiences. Lodging will be in 
a local church. The cost is $130 
with partial scholarships available. 
Our team will be intentionally 
intergenerational with space for 
ten adults and ten high schoolers. 
Beginning Friday evening and 
ending Sunday afternoon, this 
is the perfect experience for 
anyone who can’t spend a week 
in Haiti or Honduras. Contact 
Carol Strickland if interested at 
cstrickland@firstpresathens.org.

Mental Illness & Recovery
March 20 - April 28

Our church will be hosting a free 
education program for family 
members of individuals affected 
by mental illness, presented by 
the National Alliance on Mental 
Illness. More information is 
available at nami.org/f2f. To 
register please email Jane at 
namihallga@gamil.com or call her 
at 770-225-0804, ext. 700



Children’s Ministry Update

Ash Wednesday - Children & Family Time
March 1, 5:00-5:30 p.m.

Now is the time for the color purple. It is time for preparing. Purple is the color of kings. We are preparing for the coming of a 
king and his going and his coming again. We are preparing for the Mystery of Easter.        The Mystery of Easter, Godly Play Story

The children have learned through Godly Play that the Church tells time by colors as well 
as by clocks, and it is time for the color purple. It is time to get ready for Easter. To help our 
children do this and to better understand why and how we observe the season of Lent, all 
children and families are invited to a special Ash Wednesday family time focused on Lenten 
Calendars and preparing for Easter. 

Children and families are invited to meet in the Narthex any 
time between 5:00 and 5:30 p.m. to move through the Sanctuary 
in samll groups. They will experience Lenten stations together, 
building their very own interactive Lenten Calendars. Dr. 
Lancaster will spend time with each family to talk about the 

service traditions of Ash Wednesday and impose ashes. There will be extra Lenten Calendars 
available in the Children’s Ministry Suite for children and families who are unable to attend on 
Ash Wednesday.

Vacation Bible School 2017
Tuesday, May 30 – Friday, June 2

Passport to Peru is a cross-cultural VBS where children will discover how God loves the 
world! Children ages 4 years old (by September 1, 2017) through rising 5th Graders are 
invited to join us for this exciting week as summertime begins! Please check our website 
for registration and additional information. 

Save the Date! 
Palm Sunday, April 9, 10:40 a.m., Meet the donkey and join the Palm Procession  

Thursday, April 13, 5:30 p.m., A Special invitation to the Lord’s Table for our children, Maundy Thursday Service and Dinner 

Saturday, April 15, 11:00 a.m., Easter Egg Hunt at The Hill 

Easter, April 16, 9:45 a.m., Brunch  

Natalie Bishop, Director of Children’s Ministries

Weekday School Garden Mural
A Beatrix Potter-inspired garden is growing at the 
Weekday School! Lenetta Root, who did our other 
beautiful murals, has begun work on the wall between 
the baby room and indoor playroom. Please stop by 
to visit and for information about how you can help 
with sponsoring Peter, Mr. McGregor, the white cat, 
Goldfish Pond, Mouse with the pea, watering can, 
robin, scarecrow, crows, or your favorite vegetable! 

The Weekday School would also like to purchase a complete set of Beatrix Potter small 
books for use in the classrooms. These books are also available for sponsorship. Your child’s 
name, or the name of a special child in your life, will appear inside the cover of the book 
of your choice or beside any sponsorship of the mural. Book sponsorships are $25, mural 
sponsorships are $100. We are all enjoying watching Miss Lenetta paint the radishes and 
cabbages, and giggling as the mischief of Peter unfolds!

Save the Date! Sunday, May 7, Weekday School 50th Anniversary Celebration 

Elaine Johnson, Director of Weekday School



Youth Ministry News 
Jubilee Partners Reflections
Last month our youth group visited Jubilee Partners in Comer, Georgia, an intentional 
Christian service community whose primary mission is to host newly arrived refugees. 
We received a tour of their community, participated in a multi-lingual worship service, 
and enjoyed dinner together. During worship there was a time when anyone could share 
music. Two women from the Congo and one from Rwanda went to get a CD player, then 
sang and danced to music from their homeland. I asked some of the youth to share their 
reflections on this meaningful ministry:

I enjoyed the worship service and food (curry stew with rice) the most. For me, it was important to see personally what 
refugees are feeling. I could see God in the little kids and their parents who loved them. 
         - Katie Sue Martin-Williams, 8th grade, Clarke Middle School

It is so different to see for yourself what it is like to not have anything. 
It is very heart-breaking to see that most of their loved ones have died 
or been left behind. It is also very cool to see how they worship God. 
- Reid Bangle, 8th grade, Athens Academy

“I saw God when the women sang. I enjoyed worship and all of the differ-
ent languages used. I think that it is important to recognize and appreciate 
everyone and all of their backgrounds and understand that refugees and 
immigrants need help when they come to the United States.” 
- Erin Osborne, 11th grade, Oconee High School

Visiting The Jubilee Center was a truly eye-opening experience for both my family and me. We had a chance to meet some of the 
refugee families there, see the emotional and material support that the center provides them, and reflect quietly as we were walking 
through the grounds at dusk on what it would be like to be a refugee. Amidst all of the unfortunate confusion of the recently 
announced travel ban, it was heartening to see human compassion at work. - Robert Moser, father to two youth

Summer 2017: Mission Trips
Each summer, our youth participate in a mission trip! Recognizing that there are needs both in our backyard and across 
the ocean, we serve on a rotation: local (2014-Athens); regional (2015-North Carolina); national (2016-Pennsylvania); 
local (2017-Athens/Atlanta); international (2018-Honduras!) 

Middle School Mission Trip - Athens, GA, May 30-June 2
We will welcome our rising 6th graders in style with a week of service and a Friday night lock-
in! During the morning, youth will serve as leaders with Vacation Bible School, then in the 
afternoon, they’ll go out to volunteer in the community. We will use Matthew 25:35 to help 
guide, as we feed the hungry, welcome the stranger, clothe the naked, and care for the ill. Join us!

High School Mission Trip - Atlanta, GA, June 9-11
While many of us have been to Atlanta for Braves games or shopping, have you stopped to 
think about the neighbors who are standing on the side of the road asking for money? What is their story? How can we help? Our 
mission trip this summer will be with DOOR Atlanta where we’ll serve the homeless community of Atlanta, exploring issues of 
social justice and how our church can respond to the same issues here in Athens. This trip is open to youth who have completed 
9th grade through high school and is strongly recommended for anyone interested in next year’s Honduras trip.

Kim Ness, Director of Youth Ministries
Our church has always been a big champion 
of children and families, but going ‘Over the 
Edge’ takes it to the next level! Three of the 
local non-profits we support are Interfaith 

Hospitality Network, Children First, and Nancy Travis Childcare 
Project. At 4:00 p.m. on March 18, Kim and Erik Ness will partici-
pate in an unusual fundraiser for these organizations as they rappel 
down the side of the SPARC building on Broad Street! There are 
dozens of participants in this second annual Over the Edge, and they 
all welcome your support and prayers on this crazy day! To learn 
more, visit https://www.overtheedgecwe.com/athens/kim-ness/.

Going Over the Edge for Kids

Thanks to your generosity, the 
youth collected $1,280.46 for 
the Athens-Area Emergency 
Food Bank on February 5. The 
Falcons may have lost, but our 
neighbors who are struggling 
with hunger and poverty won!

Souper Bowl of Caring Update



Flower Dedications 
The following dates are available 
to dedicate flowers for Sunday 
worship: March 5, 19, and April 
23. The cost for two arrangements 
is $100. Please contact Lucy Bell, 
lbell@firstpresathens.org or (706) 
543-4338 to schedule a date.

January Financial
Information

Total January Revenue     $213,383
Budgeted Jan Revenue     $103,436
Total Revenue YTD           $213,383

Total January Expenses   $93,566
Budgeted Jan Expenses   $103,587
Total Expenses YTD          $93,566

Presbyterian Women Birthday Luncheon
March 26, 12:30 p.m., Fellowship Hall Breakout Area

Happy Birthday PW! All women in the congregation are Presbyterian 
Women and are invited to a luncheon marking the founding of 
Presbyterian Women in 1922. Circle members are providing a 
variety of delicious salads and breads, and of course a birthday cake. 
After lunch John Kipp will present a program entitled “Who is Jesus 
according to other Abrahamic faiths?” in the Moses Waddel Room.

We hope to see many of you at our birthday party. Please RSVP 
to the church office at frontdesk@firstpresathens.org or 706-543-4338 by March 
21 to help us plan.

Carol Bachman, PW Moderator

Primetime Presbyterians Trip to Chateau Elan
Tuesday, March 28, 10:30 a.m.

On March 28 the Primetime Presbyterians will visit Chateau Elan 
Winery and Resort in Braselton for a tour of their winery operation. 
We will meet at the Kohl’s parking lot on Epps Bridge Pkwy at 
10:30 a.m. and take the church van. The cost for the tour is $5.00 
(this does not include wine tastings or lunch) and each person will 

purchase their ticket at Chateau Elan. After the tour we will enjoy lunch together at Cafe 
Elan. Please RSVP to Judy Howell at jhowell@uga.edu or 706 549-2888 by March 22.

Judy Howell, PTP Coordinator

Praying the Psalms, a Lenten study led by Dr. Bruce Lancaster
March 8-29, 6:30 p.m.

With few exceptions, the psalms are not the voice of God. Praying the psalms gives 
voice to our common humanity that brings power, shape, and authority to what we 
know about ourselves in relation to God. This Lenten study will explore the psalms 
as praying to collaborate in God’s work with us in our world.

Wed@First Classes for 2017-2018

The Education & Discipleship Commission could use your help. Class scheduling 
is beginning for 2017-2018 and we need your suggestions for classes. Please send 
any suggestions to Mark Harrison at mahfst@uga.edu by March 20. Include any 
topics you would like us to consider along with the number of sessions you think 
are appropriate and possible instructors (you can even suggest yourself).

Stock Gifts to the Church
We are grateful to receive gifts of 
stock from church members. Some-
times when this happens we are 
unable to trace who they are from 
to properly credit the donor. If you 
donate in the form of stock, it would 
be helpful if you could please contact 
me in the church office at rburbage@
firstpresathens.org or 706-543-4338 
or Ann Austin at our church’s invest-
ment firm, Raymond James, ann.
austin@raymondjames.com or 706-
583-2909. Thank you.

Roger Burbage, Church Administrator

PNC Update
The Pastor Nominating Committee 
held its first meeting and was led in 
orientation by the Rev. Hilary Shuford, 
General Presbyter of Northeast Geor-
gia Presbytery. The committee elected 
its leadership: Lewis Hudgens, Chair; 
Fran Lane, Vice-Chair; Melinda De-
Maria, Recording Secretary; and Steve 
Covington, Corresponding Secretary.
Dr. Lancaster will be working with 
the PNC as it develops the Ministry 
Information Form.  

Session Highlights - February
The annual Session Retreat was held Feb. 10-11, led by Dr. Bruce Lancaster. The 
theme was, “Can I Get a Doorkeeper in the House of the Lord?” Discussion 
focused on the variety of doors by which people enter our community and how 
we welcome and include them in our ministries.

The February Session meeting followed the Retreat on Saturday. Along with the 
ordinary review of Commission reports, the Session: 1) approved Maundy Thursday 
as the time at which children will be recognized and welcomed to the Lord’s Table; 
2) elected Jerris Hayes as Clerk of the Session and Scott Collins as Treasurer; 3) 
elected commissioners to the February 25 meeting of Northeast Georgia Presbytery; 
and 4) appointed Ruling Elders to Commissions for 2017.



Our Church Family
Congratulations to:

Campbell Abbott, who has signed a scholarship to play football next fall at 
Georgetown College in Georgetown, Kentucy.

Muriel Pritchett on the publication of her book, Making Lemonade, 
available at bookstores and online now.

Christian Sympathy to:
Moffatt Williams, Jr. and family on the loss of his mother, 

Louise Harvin Williams.

Heather Roberts and family on the loss of her grandmother, 
Evelyn Marie Woodard.

Elinor Terrell and family on the loss of her brother, 
Billups Phinizy Tillman.

Faye Marshall and family on the loss of her sister, 
Barbara Smith Cornelison.

Mar 1 Jim Calhoun, Kim Ness
Mar 2 Everett Jones, Jr., Ann Jones, 

Reggie Viperman
Mar 3 Dick Ferguson, Jr., Anna 

Palmer
Mar 4 Charles Clement, David Huff, Sr.
Mar 5 Jennifer Abbott, Debbie Price, 

Amy Stafford, Patricia Yeatts
Mar 6 Rabun Dekle
Mar 7 Jimmy Bishop
Mar 8 Chelsea Bradford, Nancy 

Brown, Kitty Kellogg, Pat 
Tritt, Emily Wesson

Mar 9 Carlton Bain, Carol Herzog, 
Charlie Philips, Garland 
Ryder

Mar 10 Rosevelyn Garrison, 
Catherine Swanson, Wesley 
Walters, Cameron Walters, 
Hannah Walters

Mar 11 Joe Hermanowicz, Bruce 
Lancaster, Smith Wilson IV

Mar 12 Elizabeth Brock, John Carey, 
Jr., Bolling DuBose III, Diane 
Hartzell, Abby Hughes, 
Barbara Nair, Eunice Tritt

Mar 13 Shirley Gilleland, Alison 
Haire, Kate Ness, Elizabeth 
Wilson

Mar 14 Nonie Hale, Bob Klein, Jr.

Mar 15 Brett Colbert, Martha Elmore, 
Mark Harrison

Mar 16 Mary Peace
Mar 17 Mary Attaway, Camille 

Attaway, Emily Boatwright, 
Ainsley Liken

Mar 18 Kate Coble, Curt Nesset, 
Monroe Nichols

Mar 19 Betsy Bushnell, Caty Cowsert, 
Shannon Wilder

Mar 20 Judy Harrison, Henry Logan
Mar 21 Anna Simmons
Mar 22 Chris Hughes, Jimbo LaBoon 

III, Jack Vandiver, Steve Yeatts
Mar 23 Tate Alverson, Jeff Bangle, 

Daniel Epting, Jean 
Hoisington, Warren Horn, 
Joyce Johnston, Arlene Shirley

Mar 24 Debbie Craddock-Bell, Beth 
Norton

Mar 25 Janet Bishop, Tommy Ward
Mar 26 Pat Bryan, Petch Bryan, 

Kenny Kalivoda, Bobby 
Watkins

Mar 27 Joe Stunzi
Mar 28 Robbie Bryan, Bob Cowsert
Mar 29 Bo Thurston
Mar 30 Beth Collins, Hugo Waldrip
Mar 31 Sydney Goodstone, Hillary 

Liken, Bob Veness, Jr.

Mar  1 Psalm 23:1-4 
Mar  2 Psalm 120:1-7
Mar  3 Psalm 1:1-6
Mar  4 Psalm 121:1-8
Mar  5 Psalm 9:1-10
Mar  6 Psalm 122:1-9
Mar  7 Psalm 13:1-6
Mar  8 Psalm 123:1-4
Mar  9 Psalm 24:1-10
Mar  10 Psalm 124:1-8
Mar  11 Psalm 27:1-14
Mar  12 Psalm 125:1-5
Mar  13 Psalm 38:1-22
Mar  14 Psalm 126:1-6
Mar  15 Psalm 51:1-9
Mar  16 Psalm 127:1-5
Mar  17 Psalm 51:10-17
Mar  18 Psalm 128:1-6
Mar  19 Psalm 84:1-12
Mar  20 Psalm 129:1-8
Mar  21 Psalm 96:1-13
Mar  22 Psalm 130:1-8
Mar  23 Psalm 106:1-12
Mar  24 Psalm 131:1-3
Mar  25 Psalm 106:13-23
Mar  26 Psalm 132:1-18
Mar  27 Psalm 106:24-39
Mar  28 Psalm 133:1-3
Mar  29 Psalm 106:40-48
Mar  30 Psalm 134:1-3
Mar  31 Psalm 23:5-6

There is a group of fifteen Psalms 
(Psalms 120-134) called “Pilgrim 
Psalms.” In many Bibles, you will 
find over each of these Psalms 
the title “A Psalm of Degrees” or 
“of Ascents.” These are songs of 
pilgrims journeying to Jerusalem, 
“ascending” to the holy city. As we 
journey through Lent in the month 
of March, let these readings guide 
you along the way to your own 
spiritual Jerusalem.  

A Lenten Journey 
through the Psalms
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Return Service Requested

Sundays at First Presbyterian Church

Sunday, March 5
God’s Passion: Forgiveness

Dr. Bruce Lancaster Preaching
Communion Sunday, Food Sunday

Sunday, March 12
God’s Passion: Protection

Dr. Bruce Lancaster Preaching

Sunday, March 19
God’s Passion: Trust

Dr. Bruce Lancaster Preaching

Sunday, March 26
God’s Passion: Hospitality

Dr. Carol Strickland Preaching

Worship Services
8:45 & 11:00 a.m. 

Sunday School
9:45 - 10:40 a.m.

Children’s Church
Children Pre-K through Grade 2 may leave with 
Natalie Bishop, Director of Children’s Ministries, 

during the 11:00 a.m. service for Children’s 
Church in the Godly Play Rooms.


