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Save the Date

Pentecost

June 4
Usher & Greeter Refresher
Training, 11:05 a.m.

June 4, 10:00 a.m.
Wear RED!
Pentecost Offering

Bruce’s Blog

June 8-June 10
CORE Godly Play Training
June 9-June 11
DOOR Mission Trip

My Friends,
Wear RED!
Pentecost Sunday is June 4 and we would like to see everyone wearing red
for worship. (If your ‘red’ has a G on it, we’ll just assume it stands for Gospel!)
Pentecost is the day when the Holy Spirit sent the gospel out the door
and into the world and the church was born. The story in the Acts
of the Apostles is that “tongues, as of fire” (thus, the ‘red’) appeared
on the gathered believers, and then the Holy Spirit moved them to
proclaim the gospel in all the languages of the world.
The story continues in Acts 2, which describes how the church developed and grew in those
first days. In his book, Robert Schnase wrote about Five Practices of Fruitful Congregations.

June 19-June 22
Weekday School
Camp Week
June 25-July 1
Montreat Worship &
Music Conference
July 23-July 29
Montreat Youth Conference
August 13-20
IHNA Host Week

I like that he calls them “practices” – things you do over and over, again and again – attitudes
you adopt and continue to improve, ministries you develop and enhance. As First Presbyterian
Church moves along this road of transition, growing more and more as a fruitful congregation,
I ask you to consider how and where you personally put into practice:
1. Passionate Worship. With intense desire and fervent spirit, we honor God for who
God is and what God has done, with the purpose of connecting people to God. This type of
worship is not performance but rather devotion and celebration, expressing our love of God.
2. Radical Hospitality. We offer the absolute utmost of ourselves, our creativity, and our abilities
to offer the gracious invitation and welcome of Christ to others. We pray, plan, and work to invite
others, help them to feel welcome, and to support them in their spiritual journeys.
3. Intentional Faith Development. We deliberately and purposefully engage in Bible
studies, daily devotion, church school classes, small groups, and retreats to mature in our
faith and in our knowledge and love of God.
4. Risk-taking Mission and Service. We cooperate with God in moving out of our comfort
zones to engage in work in the church, community, and world that alleviates suffering and
injustice to improve the conditions of others in the name of Christ.
5. Extravagant Generosity. We joyfully and sacrificially give and share of all that we have
in order to make a positive difference for the purposes of Christ.
Thanks and blessings,
Bruce Lancaster, Interim Senior Pastor

Food Sunday
Benefiting
the Athens Area
Emergency Food Bank
Sunday, June 4, we will be
collecting non-perishable
food items for the Athens
Area Emergency Food Bank.
This month they are requesting:
breakfast cereal

n

canned tomatoes (diced,
whole, stewed, not sauces)
n

n

muffin mixes

Thank you for donating 309
items in May!

The Gift of the Holy Spirit
Recently I framed fourteen post cards of Russian icons, glued them in the shape of a cross, and hung them in my
office. They come from the festive row of the iconostasis of the Cathedral of the Annunciation, which is part of the
Kremlin in Moscow. I have been intrigued by icons ever since visiting Russia – once with the Friendship Force
and twice in connection with Anna’s adoption.
The icons I framed are from the fifteenth century and depict scenes from the life
of Jesus. I arranged them in chronological order, beginning with the Annunciation
through the Ascension and ending with one titled (on the reverse side) the “Gift of
the Holy Spirit.” However, this last one has puzzled me. There are twelve seated,
robed, and haloed figures (one wearing red) facing a central figure who is holding a white sash. This
figure is wearing a crown, or perhaps has a dove resting on his head; it’s difficult to tell.
Conspicuously absent is any evidence of wind or tongues of fire resting on the disciples’ heads as related by Luke in
Acts 2 as he describes the events of Pentecost, which happened fifty days after Easter. It’s also curious that a figure
which would seem to be Jesus is in the picture considering that Pentecost occurred ten days after his ascension.
It has occurred to me that perhaps the artist had in mind the other story of the gift of the Holy Spirit. Just as there are two creation
stories in the Bible (Genesis 1 and 2), there are two stories of the gift of the Holy Spirit. In the Gospel of John, Jesus gives the disciples
the Holy Spirit on Easter night. Though they (minus Thomas) are assembled behind locked doors, the risen Jesus appeared among
them with greetings of peace. He then breathed on them and said, “Receive the Holy Spirit” (John 20:23).
Maybe the white sash in Jesus’ hands is a towel, alluding to what happened in that same room three nights before when Jesus washed
the disciples’ feet. In the icon, the bare feet of the disciples are quite prominent, with each man extending a foot toward Jesus.
Only in John is the Maundy Thursday foot washing story told. On that same occasion Jesus spoke at length about the promised
gift of the Holy Spirit (John 14:15-29). He also spoke about love and demonstrated it by example service.
Regardless of exactly when and how the Holy Spirit was given to his disciples and comes to be active in us today, it is clearly manifested
in acts of love and service. So, in the traditional words of charge and benediction, “Go in peace to love and serve the Lord, and may the
...fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you now and forever more.”
Carol Strickland, Associate Pastor

Music Notes
This season of the year brings many changes. Some things come to an end, like school, and that means graduation for many, a time
of ending one chapter of life and beginning another. This can bring both sadness and joy, anxiety and excitement. Summer gives
some of us a chance to travel, to take a vacation, to attend camps and to learn in different environments. Fourteen children, youth,
and adults will attend the Montreat Worship & Music Conference where we will sing, learn, and enjoy some time in the mountains.
We have been blessed this year to have Geneva Stonecipher as our Church Music Intern. Her time with
us ended in May as she graduated from the University of Georgia and begins a new position as Director
of Music/Organist at Commerce Presbyterian Church this month. We wish her well and look forward to
hearing of her future accomplishments.
June brings the unique holiday of Pentecost. Unlike Christmas and Easter, there is no secular celebration, there
are no trees or bunnies or gifts exchanged. While we sometimes hear “the first Christmas,” “the first Palm
Sunday,” or “the first Easter,” there are no such things; those holidays were not set or given those names until
much later. But, we do read in Acts, “When the day of Pentecost had come,” so this unique holy day did have
that name. Pentecost was fifty days after Passover. On that day the Holy Spirit came to the disciples, and it’s
now considered the birth of the church. So, wear red and come celebrate this special day in the church year. Geneva Stonechipher
Soli Deo Gloria (To God alone be the Glory),
John Coble, Director of Music and Organist
Summer Choir – Beginning Sunday, June 11, we invite anyone interested to join us for Summer Choir. We will meet
in the choir room at 9:15 a.m. on Sundays to rehearse music for that morning’s service. Our Chancel Choir will be the
foundation of this group, but if you’ve ever wondered what it’s like to sing in the choir, this may be a chance to give choir
a “test drive.” If you love to sing but can’t make the commitment to Wednesday night rehearsals during the regular season,
this is a time to join the choir. Singers may join us for any single Sunday or for as many as they wish, even for the whole
summer. There is no obligation, but we do hope some will decide they like singing in the choir enough to continue in the
fall. Although this choir is made up mostly of adults, youth and children are also welcome.

Outreach Spotlight:

You are not alone. Fortunately help is close at hand, only steps from First Presbyterian
Church – at the Samaritan Center for Counseling and Wellness on North Lumpkin
Street. I found my way there and it changed my life. The professional and caring staff
knows how to give help and guidance; all we have to do is ask. Our church supports
this spiritually-sensitive counseling service of trained, qualified therapists. They
provide confidential, compassionate mental health services to individuals, families and
community groups with respect for personal beliefs and values, without regard for
ability to pay.
For all of us stress is a natural part of life. However, the effects of stress can accumulate
over time and take their toll on the mind and the body. I always thought I could handle
everything, until I couldn’t. I am thankful the Samaritan Center was available. I am proud
that First Presbyterian Church supports mental health. If you or someone you know could
use a listening ear and some guidance check out Samaritan’s website, samaritannega.org, or
call 706-369-7911.
Kitty Donnan, Mission & Outreach Commission

Pentecost Offering

June 4
The Pentecost Offering is a denomination-wide effort with
60% of the funds supporting Young Adult Volunteers, Ministries for Youth, and ChildrenAt-Risk. Forty percent stays here to help children within our community. Since 2015, we
have directed this portion to Barrow Elementary School for scholarships for its after-school
program. This gives children, many of whom live near our church in Bethel Homes, the
benefits of homework assistance, enrichment activities like chorus, the university-sponsored
string orchestra program, and Tae Kwon Do, plus snacks and supervised play time.

Jubilee Partners
Remodeling Project
At the recommendation of our Mission & Outreach
Commission and with the approval of the Session, First
Presbyterian Church will be assisting in renovating one
of the family houses at Jubilee Partners, a Christian
service community in nearby Comer. Your help is
needed!
Jubilee’s primary on-site ministry is the Refugee Program, which began in 1980 when the
first fourteen Cuban refugees arrived. Over 3,000 refugees from more than 30 countries
have come to Jubilee, eager for a new beginning but often scarred and exhausted by their
ordeals, anxious about how they will survive in this new culture, and frequently unable
to speak much, if any, English. Hosting people, typically for two months, from all over
the world, Jubilee becomes a safe place for the refugees where they can study English, get
acquainted with their new country, rest, play, regain their health, and begin their new lives
in an environment of love and support.
Our hands-on project will be remodeling the kitchen and living space and adding a bedroom
to one of the houses. We will work on Tuesdays, as well as some Thursdays and Saturdays,
throughout the summer. Our workday will be 10:00 a.m. until mid-afternoon. No lunch
will be provided so either brown bag it or plan to eat at the nice sandwich shop in Comer.
If you’d like to join in this effort, please email Richard Lane at rlane@uga.edu so that he can
send you announcements about work times and tasks. Come partner with us!

Interfaith Hospitality
Network of Athens
We continue to be so grateful for
our fantastic IHNA volunteers
and would like to share these
impressive 2016 congregational
statistics:
Hosting weeks:
4
Number of guests:
8
Number of volunteers:
81
Volunteer hours:
940.6
Financial value of volunteers
hours ($12/hr):
			
$11,287.20
Meals Provided:
280
Financial Value of Meals Provided
($12/person per day):
			
$1,680
Financial Value bed nights
Provided ($35/per night):
			
$4,900
Mission & Outreach Commission
Grant:
			
$2,500
TOTAL FINANCIAL
SUPPORT VALUE:
$20,367.20
Thank you all! This would
have been impossible without
your committed support. The
IHNA ministry is a blessing
to both the guests and the
volunteers in the Athens
community, so join us! Mark
your calendars for our next
host week, August 13 - 20
and contact Patty Whiten,
pattywhiten@windstream.net,
to learn more.
Michelle Clendenen-Shaw and
Patty Whiten,
IHNA Co-Coordinators.

Children’s Ministry Update
We’ve had a wonderful year in Children’s Ministries and that is
with BIG THANKS to all our wonderful Sunday School and
Children’s Church teachers, Nursery volunteers and staff. It
definitely “takes a village” to ensure that Sunday mornings are
a special time for our children.
Thank you again for your welcoming smiles, big hugs, and time
that you give to our children every Sunday morning. During
the Second Annual Children’s Ministries Thank You Breakfast
held this spring, the children read the poem, “Why God Made Teachers.” And like
the poem says, our Children’s Ministries volunteers and staff have definitely become
special friends and guides to our children this
year. I am most appreciative for this not only
as Director of Children’s Ministries, but as a
mother of three.
As we begin the summer and slow down our
busy schedules a bit, please consider volunteering
in Children’s Ministries next year. Our children
need to continue to feel the love and support
from their church family as they grow their faith
in God. To learn more about how you can help, please contact Natalie at 706-543-4338
or natalie@firstpresathens.org.
Natalie Bishop, Director of Children’s Ministries

A special thanks to Randy Dudley, Chuck Hunt, Buc Collins, Ann Moser, and our Children’s Ministry Team for all their help with our yummy
breakfast, and to Rick Simpson for capturing so many great moments from the morning!

Thank You, Waddel Fellows
As the academic year comes to an end we say thanks and goodbye to our 2016-17 Waddel Fellows. Waddel Fellows are Univeristy
of Georgia students who are awarded an opportunity for vocational exploration through working in a church or nonprofit agency
by participating in a program run by the Presbyterian Student Center and funded by the Lily Foundation. The last Columns News
thanked our three Waddels who worked with children and youth. In this issue we thank our other two.
Peyton Lipecky served as our Congregational Care Waddel Fellow. Peyton was a sophomore
accounting major from Martinez, Georgia. She participated in our Lay Caller program, undergoing
training with other new lay callers and working specifically with John Kipp and Madeline Van Dyck,
making calls on members in senior care facilities and at home. Peyton said she appreciated what she
learned and has gained much more self-confidence as she relates with others she does not know.
Christiana Cotsakis Cordan, our Outreach Waddel
Fellow, is a graduate student in Professional School
Peyton Lipecky
Counseling. She organized our AthHalf activities of a
6:30 a.m. worship service and water station (in addition to running the race!), our Downtown
Parade of Lights hospitality, and our Twilight Criterion Weekend 5K Race water stations.
Additionally, she created a Lenten “experiential” devotional calendar for our congregation’s
use. About her experience she says, “I really enjoyed interacting with the volunteers and was
so impressed with how many people stepped up to help.”

Christina Cotsakis Cordan, center
We thank Peyton and Christina for their work and wish them God’s blessings as they discern their calling.

Youth Ministry News
We closed out an amazing school year in the absolute best way - a mega dodgeball
tournament at Rush followed by hot Krispy Kreme donuts! Thank you to everyone
for your support of our youth program. Thank you to those who provided dinner
on Sunday nights. Thank you to van drivers, chaperones and extra sets of hands.
Thank you to parents for making sure your children made it to Sunday School
and youth group each week. Thank you to my interns Alyssa, Nettie and Jordan.
And most of all, thank you to each middle schooler and high schooler who make
this job pure joy! See you this summer!
Kim Ness, Director of Youth Ministries

Congratulations, High School Graduates!

Middle School Mission Trip
Our first all-middle-school mission trip,
focused on the call in Matthew 25, is under
way as you receive this newsletter. We have
19 youth signed up for a week of service at
our church and around our community.
From being tour guides during VBS, to
compiling food boxes at the Athens Area
Emergency Food Bank, to pulling weeds
at the Salvation Army community garden, to making crafts with
residents of Iris Place, to sorting clothes with Project Safe, we know
that the Holy Spirit will be at work through them. And we ask
for your prayers for a safe, meaningful, memorable experience.
DOOR Mission Trip
On June 9, 14 youth and 12 adults
will drive to Atlanta for a weekend
of service with DOOR. We will
focus on the issues surrounding
homelessness and explore how we can better serve the homeless men and women in our own hometown. We ask for your
prayers that we will see the face of God in all whom we serve.

Campbell Abbott
Campbell is graduating
from Athens Christian
School and will be attending Georgetown College in
Georgetown, Kentucy this
fall on a football scholarship!
Campbell’s mother is Jennifer
Abbot. His grandparents are
John & Carey Walden.

Ed Ferguson, Jr.
Ed is graduating from
Athens Academy and is
looking forward to attending
the University of Georgia this
fall, where he will be playing
football for the Dawgs! Ed’s
parents are Ed & Shannon
Ferguson. His grandparents
are Dick & Edwina Ferguson.

In addition to daily devotionals, our
seniors were presented with beautiful,
hand-knitted blankets. Thank you to
the ladies of the Knitting Purls, Joan
Duffett, Brenda Glasscock, Pat
Wilson, Jill Clement, Kitty Kellogg, Margaret McGilvray,
Norma Holt, June Cooley, and Lynn Knasel, for all the love
and time you put into creating such memorable gifts.

Website Interns
We are so grateful to Angela Suh, who has just completed two years with us as our
Website Intern. During her time at FPC she was instrumental in the development,
implementation, and maintenance of our new website. We congratulate her on her
graduation from the Terry College of Business at the Univeristy of Georgia with a
degree in Management Information Systems. She will be traveling this summer, including a trip to Korea, then will start this fall as a consultant at PricewaterhouseCoopers.

Angela Suh

Yamini Pulusu joined us in May as our Website Technician. She is currently in her
third year at the University of Georgia seeking a degree in Management Information
Systems. Yamini grew up in Alpharetta and likes to dance and sing, and also enjoys
reading books on a hot sunny day by the pool.

Yamini Pulusu

Congratulations, College Graduates!
Will Cox, the son of Ron and DeeAnn Cox, will graduate
from Auburn University August 5 with a degree in Aviation
Management. His plans are to gain flight experience with the
goal of becoming an airline pilot.

Flower Dedications

Will Cox

The following dates are available
to dedicate flowers for Sunday
worship: July 9, 16 and 23. The
cost for two arrangements is $100.
Please contact Lucy Bell, lbell@
firstpresathens.org or (706) 5434338 to schedule a date.
Sarah Powers

April Financial
Information
Total April Revenue
Budgeted April Revenue
Total Revenue YTD

$90,615
$91,520
$496,330

Total April Expenses
Budgeted April Expenses
Total Expenses YTD

$109,072
$107,281
$433,192

Caroline LaBoon, the daughter of Denise
and James LaBoon III, graduated from
the University of Georgia with a B.S. in
Psychology. This fall she will be attending
Augusta University (formerly known as the
Medical College of Georgia) to pursue a
Masters in Nursing in the Clinical Nurse
Leader program.

Caroline LaBoon

Sarah Powers, the daughter of Melanie Powers, graduated from
Valdosta State University with a Masters of Library and Information
Science degree. She plans to find a school library position.

FPC Enrolls in Stephen Series
First Presbyterian Church has enrolled in the Stephen
Series, which trains and organizes laypeople to do
caring ministry. Dawn Frisch, Larry Gray, and Carol
Strickland will be attending a seven-day Leader’s
Training Course this summer. Stay tuned for more
information about this new ministry.

Behind the Scenes
We have a wonderful staff that is supported by many volunteers contributing their time
to enhance our worship and fellowship experience. What kinds of things do they do?
Many of these things are almost invisible to most of us because they are “behind the
scenes.” But the visible fruits of their labor are needed, useful, and enjoyed by all of
us. They do not do these things as part of a church committee or commission, but as
individuals who have seen a need and give. Please check out more “Behind the Scenes”
in up-coming Columns issues to “meet” them and learn more about what they do.

Summer Yoga Class
Wednesdays
4:30 - 5:30 p.m.

Everyone is invited to join a summer
yoga class led by Michelle Arrington.
It will meet until the Wed@First
class starts back up in the fall. There
will be no class June 7 or July 12.
Classes are $10 per session and meet
in Room 310. There is no charge if
you miss a class. For questions please
contact Bob Bostrom, bostrom@
uga.edu.

The winter/spring schedule of Wednesday@First has concluded
with good attendance. I hope you attended and enjoyed the good
meals! When you came in, some of your friends greeted you and
served as cashiers for the dinner. Did you notice that they remained
there until everyone was served before they served themselves? We
appreciate their willingness to “put others first.” Maybe you would
like to volunteer next fall? John and Joan Duffett were greeters/
Joan & John Duffett
cashiers several Wednesday nights during January and February and they are being recognized for graciously
volunteering for the entire month of March.
After choosing your meal at the buffet, wasn’t it a treat to sit down
to tables with placemats and tableware already in place? Pat and Faye
Marshall came to the church each Wednesday and set the tables. I
Pat & Faye Marshall can’t tell you how many years they have done this for us! Please tell
these friends how much they are appreciated.
If you have suggestions for other volunteers who keep things working “Behind the
Scenes” please let me know at evjstewart@charter.net or 706-543-2071.
Ella Stewart, Chair, Fellowship & Evangelism Commission

Bible Readings
on the Holy Spirit &
the Acts of the
Apostles, Part 1
June 1 Brita Barry, Georgia Calhoun,
Jon Chambers, Marie Ledford,
John McAndrews
June 2 John Hays, David Porras
June 3 Sarah Baines, Joe Boyles,
Cael Farley, Aidan Farley,
Bill Gilmore, Mary Kim, Gus
Stemke
June 5 Harry Shuford, Jr., Owen
Walsh
June 6 Emily Gaskill
June 7 Hudson Boyles, Audrey
Cheek, Clyde Noble
June 8 Will Cox, Mike Estes, Andy
Mullins, Ned Phares, Catie
Beth Kirch, Diane Trap
June 9 Betsy Arrington, Avery
McLean, Katherine Queen
June 10 Dallas Bono, Caitlin Burch,
Martha Harris, Patsy Lawson,
Drew Watkins
June 11 Anna Kate Barrett, Mary
Gannon Gunn
June 12 Emily Barrow, Don Carnes,
Johnny Carr, Linda Childers,
Sarah Heath, Darryl Magrino,
John Waldrip
June 13 Fiona Liken, Jim London,
Klon Waldrip
June 14 Meg Granum, Jay Holloway, Jr.,

June 14 Isaac Toney, Leslie Trier
June 15 Don DeMaria, Mark Poole,
Laney Roberts
June 16 Celeste Fischetti, Joanne
Fischetti, James Hathaway
June 17 Pamela Chaffin, Bill Flatt, Liz
Lohse, Ben Ness
June 18 Jeffrey Trapnell
June 19 Ernie DePascale, Eliza Downs
June 20 Dawn Frisch, Lee Poole, Brad
Sperr
June 21 Matthew Jones
June 22 Campbell Abbott II, John
Adams, Abigale Bishop,
Lanier Bishop, Marshall Esary,
Eve Morris, Julie Sanks
June 23 Caroline LaBoon, Annie
Nobbie
June 24 Genevieve Hromalik, Julie
Knowlton, Page Pate, Oliver
Stemke, Molly Towles
June 25 Charles Berryman III, Judy
Colbert
June 26 Denise Horton, Mac Smith
June 27 Liddell Bartlett
June 28 Maggie Davis, Christie
Haynes, Sydney Jackson
June 29 Jean Hopkins, Frank Story
June 30 Jane Collins, Susan Huff,
Marilyn Shawver
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1:1-5
2:1-4
2:37-39
2:43-47
4:5-12
4:32-37
5:12-16
6:1-7
7:44-50
7:51-53
7:54-60
8:14-24
8:26-33
8:34-40
9:1-9
9:10-18
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10:9-16
10:17-23
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10:44-48
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13:44-52
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15:6-11
15:12-21
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16:6-10
16:11-15

Our Church Family
Christian Sympathy to:
Arlene Shirley and family on the loss of her mother,
Cora Gail Anderson.
Shannon Wilder and family on the loss of her husband,
Lance Jason Wilder.

First Presbyterian Church at Northeast Georgia Presbytery
Our church was well represented at the Northeast Georgia Stated Presbytery
Meeting in Monticello in May. Pictured from left to right are, front row: John
Kipp, and Sara Kipp, back row: Jerry Rogers (FPC commissioners to Presbytery),
Ed Boland (Moderator of the Northeast Georgia Presbytery), Leslye Queen
(FPC commissioners to Presbytery), Bruce Lancaster, and Isaac Toney.
Isaac, the son of Chuck and Laura Toney, was received as an Inquirer under
the care of the Presbytery at the meeting. He will be our guest preacher on
Sunday, July 2. We look forward to welcoming him back home!

Non Profit Org.
US Postage
PAID
Athens, GA
Permit 262

185 E. Hancock Avenue • Athens, GA 30601
(706) 543-4338

Return Service Requested

Sundays at First Presbyterian Church
Sunday, June 4
Happy Birthday, Church!
Dr. Bruce Lancaster Preaching
Communion Sunday, Food Sunday
Sunday, June 11
Trilogy of Prayer:
1 - Is God Listening?
Dr. Bruce Lancaster Preaching
Sunday, June 18
Trilogy of Prayer:
2 - Am I Listening to God?
Dr. Bruce Lancaster Preaching
Sunday, June 25
Trilogy of Prayer:
3 - The Adventure of Living Prayer
Dr. Bruce Lancaster Preaching

Summer Worship Schedule
Worship at 10:00 a.m.
Sunday School does not meet
in the summer.
Children’s Church
Children Pre-K through Grade 2 may leave with
Natalie Bishop, Director of Children’s Ministries,
during the 10:00 a.m. service for Children’s
Church in the Godly Play Rooms.

