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A Message from Carol
I remember as a college student spending my junior year in England
riding the “tube” (subway) in London. There were signs warning
passengers to watch their step as they boarded the trains. They said,
“Mind the Gap.” That phrase keeps returning to me as we are in a
“gap” period between installed pastors.
“Gap” or “in between” times can be frustrating because our old,
familiar ways are disrupted. We can feel out of control. But gap
times can also be times of great growth. I think of the forty-year gap
the Hebrews spent in the wilderness between the Exodus and entering
the Promised Land. During this critical time of transition, they learned to depend upon
God for daily bread, literally, which came in the form of manna. They received the Ten
Commandments and the rest of the Torah which shaped their communal life. Had they
gone straight from Egypt across the Jordan River, they would have arrived in Canaan
unchanged, still with a slave mindset. During the time in the wilderness they were transformed. They developed a new relationship with God. They were given a new identity.

Food Sunday Benefiting
the Athens-Area
Emergency Food Bank
Sunday, July 3 we will be
collecting non-perishable food
items for the Athens-Area
Emergency Food Bank.
Canned pasta is needed in
particular at this time so children
who might be home alone
during the summer can prepare
it themselves.

So during the “gap times in life (and in church life), let’s heed the things God is teaching us
about faithfulness. Be mindful and patient. Trust that though we might not be in control,
God is. Hang on and tolerate the uncertainty. Pay attention, and mind the gap!
Carol Strickland, Associate Pastor

Journeying by Stages
In Genesis 12, God calls Abraham and Sarah away from home to go to a land which
God would show them. So they went. The narrative names the first two places they
camped and then concludes with this verse, “And Abram journeyed on by stages
toward the Negeb.”
God at times in our individual lives and in our corporate life calls us to go to new,
unfamiliar places which God will show us. We don’t get there all at once. We get
there in stages.
At First Presbyterian Church we have enjoyed twenty years under the wonderful
leadership of our Senior Pastor, Dr. Glenn Doak. With Dr. Doak’s retirement, we are
undertaking a journey, of sorts. While not abandoning our current ministries, we are
open to the new leadership and new directions we trust God will show us. We won’t
get there all at once. We’ll get there in stages.
During Sunday morning worship services this summer, members will share reflections
on our journey.
Carol Strickland, Associate Pastor

Save the Dates
July 5 – 10
Youth Mission Trip
July 6
Our Daily Bread
Volunteer Day
July 11
Project SafeThrift Store
Volunteer Day
July 24 – 31
IHN Host Week

The PIT
July 25 – 28
WDS Camp

Music Notes
Every once in a while I see an article about how singing is good for people, especially singing in a choir. Singing is good for
the heart, both physically and spiritually. It is good for the physical heart and the lungs because singing requires breathing.
Singing produces endorphins, the “feel good” hormones. A joint Harvard and Yale study showed choral singing increased
life expectancy. According to the report, singing promoted a healthy heart and an enhanced mental state. Other studies
show that singing changes the brain, lowers stress and relieves anxiety. I think we could all benefit from that. Children who
study music have been shown to perform better in school. Choral singers are said to be more likely to vote, give money to
philanthropies, and to volunteer.
I may be “preaching to the choir,” whether you sing in one of our choirs, or simply attend church here, but church choirs are
even more special. A church choir comes together not to perform for a human audience, but to make a musical offering to
God on behalf of the gathered people. Part of a church choir’s job, perhaps the most important part, is to lead the people in
their singing in worship. In addition, choirs meet to rehearse, to learn, and to “polish” music that is more complex. At the
same time, we bring sacred texts to life with music, and we can minister to the gathered people with that offering, hopefully
lifting them to a higher, sacred place.
What the larger congregation doesn’t see are the many hours of rehearsal our choirs put in, the endless number of times we
rehearse pieces of music, and even sections of pieces, learning notes and practicing nuances of musical expression. It’s a lot
of work, but it is rewarding. It is a good feeling to accomplish something that none of us, as individuals, could do on our
own. We work as a team and the team effort is rewarding.
In addition to all of the musical benefits, choirs tend to become little communities within the church, what many of us call
the “choir family.” Not only to do we sing together, but we celebrate joys, we struggle through our difficulties, and we
mourn and grieve our losses together. We sing, we laugh, we talk, we cry. Our emotions come out through our music as
we offer it up to God for you.
Do you want to experience this for yourself? Come join us in the Summer Choir. From now through August 7, anyone who
wishes may join us at 9:00 a.m. on Sunday mornings to rehearse music for that day’s service. You may join us for any given
Sunday or for as many as you like with no obligation. Of course, we do hope you’ll find it rewarding enough to come back.
Soli Deo Gloria (to God be the Glory)
John Coble, Director of Music and Organist

Outreach Spotlight
Our Daily Bread
Every first Wednesday of the month, you will find members of our First Presbyterian Church
congregation cheerfully donning hairnets or ball caps to serve lunch at First Baptist Church. No,
this is not a new form of outreach to our Baptist friends. Rather, First Baptist Church graciously
serves as the location for Our Daily Bread Community Kitchen – sharing their wonderful cooking
facilities and welcoming fellowship hall.
Our Daily Bread, a program of Action Ministries – Athens and its 70 volunteer group partners, serves meals 7 days a week,
365 days a year, to the hungry, the homeless and the working poor in the Athens area. Volunteers develop menus and
purchase, prepare, and serve the food. The camaraderie that comes from working together and connecting with those
we are serving makes this volunteer experience a special pleasure. First Presbyterian Church has been a partner with Our
Daily Bread for over 20 years. If you have an interest in learning more about our church’s involvement with this ministry,
please contact Ann Dunn, Judy Howell, Carol Robinson, or Fran Lane.
IHN Host Week
Our next Interfaith Hospitality Network host week is July 24-31. You may volunteer by signing
up on the IHN calendar in the atrium or by contacting Terry Nestor (terrynestor@hotmail.com).
IHN Coordinators Needed
We are currently looking for volunteers to serve on the IHN Coordinating Team. The team
consists of a chairperson, co–chairperson, and a coordinator for each of the following: evening
hosts, evening meals, overnight hosts, and van drivers. If you are interested in serving on this team, please contact Terry
Nestor (terrynestor@hotmail.com) or Jayne Bailey (plainjayne1117@bellsouth.net).

Dr. Glenn Doak’s Retirement, Sunday, June 12, 2016

On June 12, 2016, we celebrated Dr. Glenn Doak’s twenty years of ministry with our congregation as he retired.

Dear First Presbyterian Church Family,
Ginny and I would like to thank the congregation for the best retirement reception ever. What a wonderful time to greet all of you with a hug,
a smile and a few words of gratitude and appreciation for your faithfulness and support over the last twenty years. We know the wait in line
was too long for some and we saw your smiles and waves from afar. Your written notes were priceless, including the one from Jimmy B who
wished me a “hole-in-one” and then drew a golf club, ball, and hole.
Thanks to Harry Shuford and his leadership of the Congregational Care Commission, who planned the presentations in worship and the
reception; to the Flower Committee, chaired by Diane Adams, Suzanne King and Sydney Jackson, who organized the decoration of the
entire church with glorious flower bouquets; to the children for the “heart of love banner” outside my office door Sunday morning; and to the
choir who commissioned, paid for, and sang the wondrous new anthem, ”Alleluia.”
Thanks to Lee Epting for providing the food and to the members of the Response Teams for serving at the reception. It was delicious. Thank you to
Greg Daniels, Bob Burton and Lawton Stephens for their remembrances of how we came to Athens and memorable moments over the last twenty
years. And to Mayor Nancy Denson for procuring the city/county proclamation of “Glenn Doak Day.” What a nice surprise!
Thank you for the gifts that we will remember you by: the painting of the church building (we are looking for just the right spot to hang it); for
the previously mentioned anthem with a framed copy signed by the composer; and the grand monetary love offering, which was so generous of you.
You are the best congregation ever. We will miss you so much. We look forward to seeing you around Athens.
In Christ’s Love,
Glenn and Ginny

Highlights fromVBS Surf Shack
We had a wonderful week together during Surf Shack VBS 2016! The week was filled with Bible stories, music, art, science
activities, fun games, and scrumptious snacks that all reminded us that God is amazing! A big thanks to all of our volunteers;
this week would not have been possible without all of your help!
A few highlights from the week…
* The children were introduced to our new Godly Play room and heard the Creation and Baptism stories. We are
looking forward to beginning Godly Play in the fall with Children’s Church and 3rd-5th Grade Sunday School.
* Our rising 3rd, 4th, and 5th Graders enjoyed a “Big Kids” version of VBS led by Kim Ness. The children enjoyed
mission focused fieldtrips to the Athens Greenway and Downtown Athens.
* Our children decorated 100 lunch bags which will be filled with yummy lunches by our friends at Milledge Avenue
		 Baptist Church and given to families who need food assistance over the summer through the Smart Lunch Smart
		 Kid Program.
* At the beginning of our VBS week, the children learned about the One Great Hour of Sharing offering. Each 		
child took a fish coin bank home and collected donations during the week. The children raised over $200.00 to
help with disaster relief around the world!
We hope all of our children and families continue to enjoy a fun and safe summer! “Remember that the Lord is Great and
Awesome!” Nehemiah 4:14
Natalie Bishop, Director of Children’s Ministries

Dolphin snacks were a favorite.

Water themed games and stories taught God’s love.

Big Island surfers cleaned up the Greenway.

On Friday we closed out the week with a surprise visit from the Kona Ice truck!

Reflections from Montreat Youth Conference
Montreat, NC is a special place for Presbyterians. It is one of those “thin places”
where we can more easily experience God’s presence in our lives. Our church brought
nine high school girls to this year’s conference, and His light was certainly shining
bright all week!
The theme was, “A World of Difference,” focusing on how God created each of us
unique beings, called to be the difference with our families, our friends, our church
and the world. Each morning, we gathered in Anderson Auditorium for energizers,
singing and a keynote address, followed by small groups. After lunch our small groups
met for more discussion, games and fellowship with youth from across the country.
In the evenings, all 600 of us worshipped together as one church family.

First time MYC youth participated
in FPC initation at the dam.

We had an amazing week and want to share some of the gems with you
• We can do well, but it’s more important to do good
• You cannot be different until you recognize and see differences as a gift from God
• Breath prayer: breath in God’s mercies this day, breath out God’s mercies
on others
• If you seek to follow the faith, you cannot be passive spectators
• When you change one life, you change the world
• God has great timing
• You are a beautiful part of my life
• As a church, we are called to practice loving, and loving LOUD
• Youth have been named as the prophets and visionaries…we must be that TODAY!

Candlelight closing worship

Before candlelight closing worship

Our final charge came from Roman 12:2, “Do not conform to the world, but be
transformed by the renewing of your minds.”...and work to transform the world, as
well. Thank you for supporting this trip and for always supporting and challenging
our youth!
Kim Ness, Director of Youth Ministries

Hiking Lookout Mountain on our free afternoon

Interim
Search Committee

Church Painting Prints Available

The Interim Search Committee
has begun work on the search for
our Interim Senior Pastor. Please
pray for them as they undertake
this important task. The members
of the search committee are:

Artist Jill Leite is making prints
available of the beautiful painting of our church she was
commissioned to paint for
Dr. Doak’s retirement. If you
would like more information
about purchasing a print you
may contact Ms. Leite through
her website, JillLeiteStudio.com
or by email, JillLeite@gmail.
com

Rod Canfield, Chair
Diane Adams
Bill Childers
David Cole
Amy Cowsert
Joy Holloway

Congratulations College Graduates

Flower Dedications
The following dates are available
to dedicate flowers for Sunday
worship: August 7, 14, 21
and 28. The cost for two
arrangements is $100. Please
contact Lucy Bell, (706) 5434338 or lbell@firstpresathens.
org, to schedule a date.

May Financial
Information
Total Revenue for May $101,727
Budgeted May Revenue $98,676
Total Revenue YTD
$509,059
Total Expenses for May $110,950
Budgeted May Expenses $104,074
Total Expenses YTD
$536,750

Collier Cobb

Isaac Toney

New York University, New York, NY
Bachelor of Fine Arts

Centre College, Danville, KY
Bachelor of Arts in History and Religion

Collier plans to remain and work in
New York City.

Isaac plans to attend Candler School of
Theology at Emory University.

Welcome Jennifer Sunderlin
Jennifer Sunderlin joined us as our
Receptionist/Administrative Assistant
in June, 2016. She earned a Bachelor of
Business Administration in Marketing
from St. Bonaventure University in New
York. Most recently Jennifer worked in
production planning and has also worked
in various customer service and sales
positions. She is originally from Albion,
NY and now lives in Winder with her
husband and two sons.
Please stop by the church office to welcome
Jennifer Monday through Friday from
8:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.

In Memoriam
Robert T. Cobb
1923-2016
July 2 Bettye Fabris, Bob Googe,
William McKillip, Fred Wallace
July 3 Jacob Castleman, Brenda
Glasscock, Miller Heath, Zanne
Hunt, Kathleen Wilfong
July 4 Harrison Goodstone, Billy
Humphries III, Andrew
Neighbors, Mary Louise Stark
July 5 Jane Horn, Brenda Klein, Drew
Marshall, Bob Thornton III
July 6 Jeanie Burbage, Ron Cox,
Alexander Delinsky, Elisabeth
Martin, Virginia Shields
July 7 John Duffett, William Martin,
Ben Park
July 8 Jack Carey, Melody Croft, Daniel
DeSimone, Stephen Ealick
July 9 Sharon Logan, Bob Oertel
July 10 Joyce Coble, David Jolly, Jeffie
Rowland
July 11 Jim Heyl, Charlotte Ingram,
Chris Michalek, Will Park,
Mike Waldrip
July 12 Cheryl Brock, Clark Fortson,
Nancy Heyl, Carol Lunde
July 13 Evie Bawcum, Nathaniel Buss,
Judy Crawford, Bertis Downs,
Ruth Ike
July 14 Sarah Bryan, Stephen
Covington, Ellie Pope
July 15 Molly Brunjes, Colleen
Hannafin, Lizzie Stemke
July 16 Kitty Donnan, Curtis Estes,
Annie Blanks

July 17 Jenny Calvo, Lisa Jones
July 18 Tom Bowen, Helen DeVore,
Christine Fleming, Elizabeth
Gaskill, Al Ike
July 19 John Ferguson, Lucy
Ferguson, Dean Flaishans
July 20 Margaret Johansen, Sarah
Sirzyk, Mary Winn Granum,
Tony McCutchen, Parker
Middleton, Carl Nichols
July 21 Gabe Padgett
July 22 Tom Bennewitz, Sophia
Quasnick-Colantuno
July 23 Rosemary Bowen, Tom
Lanier III, Karl Schab
July 24 Kathryn Nichols
July 25 Kelly Calvo, Sarah Carey,
Chris Gazlay, Bill Hardell, Art
Ryder
July 26 Stan Bailey, Elizabeth Blount,
Chiara Bono, Donna Brumby,
Claudia Cole
July 27 Rod Canfield, Charlotte
Chromiak, Bill McKeller,
Hilda Shepard, Christopher
Wesson
July 28 Jason Delinsky, Bob Frisch,
Chris Queen
July 29 Jim Bennewitz, Addie Downs,
Mack Elrod, Barbara Scott
July 30 Rick Huszagh, Grace
Magrino, Allan Middleton III
July 31 Joe Berry, Ben Brunjes

Our Church Family
Congratulations:
 To Ian Saunders and Alex Veness Saunders on the birth of their daughter,
Isa Lea Saunders, on May 24, 2016. Isa Lea is the granddaughter of Bob and
Debbie Veness.
 To Chad and Elizabeth Brock on the birth of their daughter, Eleanor Gwen
Brock, on May 28, 2016. Eleanor Gwen is the granddaughter of Bill and Linda
Childers.
 To Jason and Jennifer Delinsky on the birth of their daughter, Corrine Lesi
Delinsky, on June 1, 2016. Corrine Lesi is the granddaughter of Linda Delinsky.
 To Kelley Anne McGarity and William Lowery Humphries, who were married
on June 4, 2016
Baptism:
 Mary Dodson Doornbos, daughter of Jason and Andrea Doornbos, on June 5, 2016
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Numbers 24:1-13
Romans 8:18-25
Mark 1:14-20
Numbers 32:1-6
Romans 8:31-39
Matthew 23:27-39
Deuteronomy 3:18-28
Romans 10:1-13
Matthew 24:32-51
Joshua 1:1-18
Romans 11:1-12
Matthew 25:14-30
Joshua 3:1-13
Romans 12:1-8
Matthew 26:17-25
Joshua 6:1-14
Acts 22:30-23:11
Matthew 26:36-46
Joshua 8:1-22
Romans 14:13-23
Matthew 26:69-75
Joshua 9:22-10:15
Romans 15:25-33
Mark 2:23-28
Joshua 24:16-33
Romans 16:17-27
Matthew 27:45-54
Judges 4:4-23
Acts 2:1-21
Matthew 28:11-20
Judges 6:1-24
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Return Service Requested

Sundays at First Presbyterian Church
Sunday, July 3
The Lord’s Prayer:
3. Thy Kingdom Come
Rev. Dr. Carol Strickland Preaching
Food Sunday
Sunday, July 10
The Journey Ahead
Rev. Hilary Shuford Preaching
Sunday, July 17
The Lord’s Prayer:
4. Thy Will Be Done
Rev. Dr. Carol Strickland Preaching
Sunday, July 24
The Lord’s Prayer:
5. Give Us Daily Bread
Rev. Dr. Carol Strickland Preaching

Sunday, July 31
The Lord’s Prayer:
6. Forgive Us Our Debts
Rev. Dr. Carol Strickland Preaching

Summer Worship Schedule
Worship at 10:00 a.m.
Sunday School does not meet.
Children’s Church
Children, ages 4 through Grade 2,
may leave the 10:00 a.m. service after
the children’s message for activities in
the Children’s Ministry Suite.

