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Bruce’s Blog

My Friends,

We’ll make our resolutions about procrastinating and organizing and dieting and 
exercising. But how many days into the new year will it be before we break those 
resolutions about procrastinating and organizing and dieting and exercising?

More than a New Year’s resolution, what we really seek is a life that is steady 
and focused and shaped by God’s will. Isn’t that why we come to worship, why 
we pray, why we share in fellowship groups and mission activities? We seek a 
time and place to hear God’s word and offer our lives as disciples of Jesus Christ.

So much of how we live is scrambling, fumbling, rummaging around the day-to-day journeys 
we make. We forget what quietness and contemplation are, even forgetting who God is and 
how God was revealed in the man from Galilee, Jesus of Nazareth.

Jesus knew what it was like to be pressed in by life – but he knew the steadiness that kept him 
from ever abandoning his commitment to God, no matter the pressure. More than making a 
resolution, we pray we could be like him.

Each day, let’s pray for more faith with less cockiness, more hope with less arrogance, more 
love with less boastfulness, more serenity with less apprehension, more honesty with less denial.

When we do that, by the power of the Spirit we can become more of who God wants us to 
be, and by God’s grace, we can be focused and steadied and shaped by God’s will.

And what a happy new year that will be!

Thanks and blessings,
Bruce Lancaster, Interim Senior Pastor

Save the Date
January 10

Bookless Book Group,
11:30 a.m.

January 13-14
Youth Ski Trip

January 14
Voices of Truth Concert, 

4:00 p.m.
Ecumenical Martin Luther 

King, Jr. Service, 
First Baptist Church

5:00 p.m.

January 15
MLK, Jr. Day of Service
9:30 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.

including Project Safe 
Volunteer Work Day

10:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.

January 17
Wed@First Programs 

and Dinner Begin

January 23
PTP Trip to UGA

Veterinary Teaching Hospital
9:30 a.m.

January 24
Bookless Book Group,

11:30 a.m.

January 28
Congregational Meeting 

and Lunch
12:00 p.m. (note new time)
Athens Area Youth Skate 

Night 6:00 p.m. 

Wed@First Begins January 17
Wed@First provides an opportunity to experience Christian fellowship 
and growth in a relaxed atmosphere. It features a delicious dinner, 
childrens’ choirs, and classes for adults on a variety of topics beginning 
as early as 3:00 p.m. and ending at 7:30 p.m. Dinner opens at 5:45 p.m.

Please make dinner reservations on the Fellowship Pad on Sunday 
mornings, online at firstpresathens.org, or by contacting the church office at frontdesk@
firstpresathens.org. by Mondays at 12:00 p.m. ($8 for adults, $5 children/students, $20 max 
per family). Our after-dinner program, from 6:30-7:30 p.m., will begin with a study led by 
Dr. Bruce Lancaster, “How the Bible Came to Be.”

How the Bible Came to Be
January 17-February 7

We profess the Bible as God’s Holy Word. But just how and when and by whom were those words 
written down, and who decided that these words would be in the Bible? This will be a four week 
study of how the Bible came to be the Bible. 



Music Notes
Christmas Joy

When the song of the angels is stilled, 
When the star in the sky has withdrawn, 

When the kings see their prophesy rightly fulfilled, 
When the princes and shepherds have gone; 

Then the true work of Christmas begins.

To find the lost, 
To heal the broken hearts, 

To feed the hungry, 
To rebuild the nations, 

To bring peace among all brothers, 
To make music in the heart.

 – Howard Thurman

Soli Deo Gloria (To God alone be the Glory),
John Coble, Director of Music and Organist

Epiphany

Epiphany always falls on January 6. In Western Church tradition, Epiphany celebrates the visit of the 
Magi.  At our house, it’s the deadline for undecorating our Christmas tree, for Epiphany comes at the 
end of the Twelve Days of Christmas. 

Only Matthew, in his second chapter, tells the story of the Magi, or wise men. Perhaps Zoroastrian priests, they were 
foreigners and, most importantly, Gentiles, i.e. “others.” But this may not come as a surprise to his readers as 
already in chapter one he has hinted that God’s purposes in Jesus extend beyond the Jews. In Matthew’s genealogy 
of Jesus, he includes five women (!) all of whom, except Mary, are Gentiles or have Gentile connections.

The Gentile Magi observe cosmic signs heralding the birth of a king. This king, however, is in stark contrast to Herod, and the current 
king is threatened. Herod’s fear shows just how fragile his position is. Herods know that their positions require constant vigilance because 
any change may make their insecure positions more insecure. Herods rule by employing fear to secure their power. They are also crafty.

Calling the chief priests and scribes, who know their Bible, Herod ascertains that the Messiah will not come from Jerusalem, but from 
Bethlehem (see Micah 5:2). Bethlehem has never been a seat of power, but then this king’s power will be that of a good shepherd who 
rules not by force but by love. Herod calls the Magi in secret and tells them to find the royal child that he, too, may come and worship 
him.

The Magi do find Jesus and are overwhelmed with joy. Warned in a dream not to return 
to Herod, they go to their own country another way. It seems that God did not intend for 
them to stay in Israel, but to go home, becoming a witness to others.

Meanwhile, Herod executes a plan of genocide in hopes of eliminating any threat to his 
throne. We don’t include this “detail” in our Christmas celebrations, but the slaughter of 
the innocents emphasizes that the king which the Magi came to pay homage to was born 
into the “real world,” a place where children continue to be sacrificed to protect the power 
of tyrants. The alternative that Jesus represents is a world ruled by the love that moves the sun and stars, the love that calms the 
wind and sea, the love that even raises the dead. From the beginning, Gentiles, as well as Jews, have responded to that love.

Carol Strickland, Associate Pastor

The Voices of Truth Concert
Sunday, January 14, 4:00 p.m.

In celebration of the legacy of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., The Athens 
Voices of Truth choir will perform in our sanctuary. Under the direction 
of James R. Smith, they will present a concert of gospel music, traditional 
hymns, spirituals, and beautiful anthems. 

This unique choir has offered musical education and performance to the 
Athens community for over 36 years. The Voices of Truth have performed 
across the southeast, including singing for the opening festivities welcoming 
the Olympic Torch to Athens in 
1996. In 2001, they sang at the 
Mormon Tabernacle as part of the 
Intermountain Choral Festival. 
Mr. Smith says, “Our first priority 
is to know the Lord. If you know 
something about Him, you know 
what you’re singing about.”

Bicentennial 2020
Plans are moving forward for the year-long celebration of the 200-year history of our church in 2020. 
Will you join a sub-committee and help us? We hope to have an activity or event each month of that year, 
including several  children’s programs and an event on the UGA campus in the fall. Did you know FPC 
first met on campus in 1820 and stayed there until we moved to our present building in 1855? 

We can learn from our 200-year history and set a road map for the future. We will announce our next 
meeting in January. Please let me know how you would like to be involved. 

Diane Adams, Chair, Bicentennial 2020 Committee, 706-255-9200, dianea@bhhsblanton.com



We Get Letters!
Hi. Just wanted to give First Pres a 
heartfelt thanks for opening your 
doors for the parade participants 
last night. It was a lifesaver! Thanks 
for the kindness. 

Sincerely,
Amy Bramblett

Bringing Christmas Cheer
Every year, our FPC family gives to others in our community. This year was no exception.
Our members bought gifts for 125 children through the Salvation Army’s Angel Tree program.

Ten members worked together to pack 99 boxes with corn flour, dried chili peppers, 
jalapeno peppers, rice, beans, and other items that were distributed to Latino families 
through a partnership with Casa de Amistad and Catedral de Fe, the home church of 
our Mission & Outreach Waddel Fellow, Christian Cordon.

Our Christmas Joy Offering totaled $1,071. Half of that money is used for emergency 
assistance to current and retired Presbyterian employees while the other half is used to aid 
students attending Presbyterian-related racial ethnic schools and colleges.

We provided hospitality and warmth for participants in this year’s Christmas parade. And our 
members once again volunteered to pay for and deliver Meals on Wheels on Thanksgiving, 
Christmas and New Year’s Day to those who would otherwise not receive a hot meal.

Thank you for all you do to demonstrate our mission to create a community where we seek 
the truth of  the Gospel of Jesus Christ, rejoice in worship, and go forth sharing the love of 
Christ with Athens and the world.  – Denise Horton, Chair, Mission & Outreach Commission

Thornwell Offering 
Update

First Presbyterian Church gave 
$2,168.50 to Thornwell Homes 
through our special offering in 
November. This will help provide 
safe and loving residential and foster 
homes, as well as academic programs 
and professional counseling for 
children in need in South Carolina, 
Georgia, and Florida. Thank you!

Food Sunday 
Sunday, January 7 we will be col-
lecting non-perishable food items 
for the Athens-Area Emergency 
Food Bank. 

This month they are requesting:
w Pork & beans
w Breakfast cereal 
w Spaghetti sauce

Thank you for donating 427 
items in December and 2,504 
items in Thanksgiving Food 
Bags. Wow!

Interfaith Hospitality Network of Athens
Happy 2018 from your IHNA coordinators! We’re 
looking forward to four host weeks throughout the year 
and would like to share those dates with all of you. Check 
your calendars and prepare to join us as we serve!

Our February sign up board is 
already in the Atrium so check 

it out and see what might work for you. We will publish the 
2018 training dates once they’re set.

As always, we’re so grateful for the generosity of time and 
resources that overflows during our host weeks.

Michelle Clendenen-Shaw and Patty Whiten, 
IHNA Co-Coordinators

2018 IHNA 
Host Weeks:

February 4 - 11
May 6 - 13

August 5 - 12
November 11 - 18

January 15, 9:30 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.

As a celebration of the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.’s birthday and commitment to 
service, Athens-Clarke County is committed to making Monday, January 15, “A Day On, 
Not A Day Off.” The Kick-Off Celebration will be 8:30 - 9:30 a.m. at Clarke Central 
High School gymnasium, and volunteers will work from 9:30 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. at one of 
more than a dozen sites in our community.

This is a terrific opportunity to help out at a variety of social service agencies. To see the 
complete list of participating organizations and details, visit uga.givepulse.com/group/
events/118913. You may register there to help organizers plan. You can also sign up with the 
individual agencies or the day of the event at Clarke Central High School.

For many years, FPC members have helped at the Project Safe Thrift Store, so please 
join fellow members there if you would like. However you sign up, please list your First 
Presbyterian Church affiliation. We know our members are active throughout Athens. Let 
others know it, too!

Denise Horton, Chair, Mission & Outreach Commission

Food 2 Kids
Thank you to the Presbyterian 
Women for donating 20 pounds 
of food in November to the Food 
Bank of Northeast Georgia.



Children’s Ministry Update
Children’s Christmas Pageant, December 10

The children enjoyed a wonderful Advent Season. We hope everyone had a very Merry Christmas! Happy 2018!
        Natalie Bishop, Director of Children’s Ministries



Youth Ministry News
It’s a new year. What changes will you make?

I will be focusing on Simplicity and Sabbath. With three children, two working parents, and now two dogs 
(one a very adorable lab puppy), needless to say, life can get quite hectic. Juggling schedules, setting priorities, 
and finding time as a family is hard. And I know I’m not the only one. Each one of us has our own basket 
of balls we juggle on a daily basis. If any of this resonates with you, I’d like to encourage you to take a break 
in my happy place – Montreat - for the Authentic Parenting Retreat, February 9-11. 

This retreat is for parents with elementary, middle, and high 
school-aged kids. Workshops will cover how to keep Sabbath 
amidst the busyness, the price of privilege, faith in the home, 
marriage, resilient parenting and faithful dads. We all know 
there is no such thing as the perfect parent. The hope is that 

you will be renewed through your time at Montreat away from your kids, talking 
with other parents around meals, and spending time in worship. Come and receive 
care. montreat.org/authentic-parenting-retreat.

Sadly, parents are not the only ones who are feeling the pressure. Teens today have more “balls in the air” than most of us ever did 
at their age. How can the church be a place of rest, of Sabbath, for our youth? While Sunday nights will continue with traditional 
youth group programming and confirmation class will still meet regularly, we have decided to modify middle school and high 
school Sunday School to be a time centered on fellowship rather than structured curriculum. There will be a brief devotion and 
opportunity for highs/lows, but our focus will be on spending quality time together in an easy, no-pressure atmosphere. For it is 
written, “There are six days for work but the seventh day is Sabbath, pure rest, holy to God.” (Exodus 31:15, MSG) 

Kim Ness, Director of Youth Ministries

Youth Christmas Party: white elephant gift exchange treasures of troll bandaids, sour patch kids and the most well wrapped casino set ever!

Youth help decorate the Atrium tree and lay read 

Annual Congregational Meeting and Lunch
 January 28, 12:15 p.m.

Everyone is invited! At this meeting the Annual Report will be received, 
a report from the Treasurer will be given, and four FPC members will be 
elected to the Nominations and Elections Committee.

Honduras Fundraiser:

Lunch will be provided by the youth as a 
fundraiser to help defray expenses of the 
mission trip to Honduras in July.



Flower Dedications 
The following dates are available to 
dedicate flowers for Sunday worship: 
January 7 and February 4. The 
cost for two arrangements is $100. 
Please contact Lucy Bell, lbell@
firstpresathens.org or (706) 543-4338 
to schedule a date.

November Financial
Information

Total Nov Revenue     $91,183
Budgeted Nov Revenue     $104,627
Total Revenue YTD        $1,075,630

Total Nov Expenses  $120 ,539
Budgeted Nov Expenses   $102,252
Total Expenses YTD        $1,171,549

Looking Ahead
February 4-11

Interfaith Hospitality Network 
of Athens (IHNA) Host Week

February 8
Souper Bowl of Caring 

February 9-10
Session Retreat

February 11
Children’s Ministry 

Thank You Breakfast

February 11 & 18
New Member Class

February 14
Ash Wednesday Services
12:00, 5:00 & 6:30 p.m.

Dinner 5:30 p.m.

February 18
Red Cross Blood Drive

February 24
97th Stated Meeting of 

Northeast Georgia Presbytery, 
FPC, Milledgeville

February 27
IHNA La Table Annual Luncheon

PTP Trip to UGA Veterinary Teaching Hospital
 January 23, 9:30 a.m.

The Prime Time Presbyterians will tour the University 
of Georgia College of Veterinary Medicine’s Teaching 
Hospital on College Station Road on Tuesday, January 
23. We will meet together for an information session 
prior to the one-hour walking tour, then be divided 
into smaller groups for the tour of the facility.

Due to limited visitor parking on the Hospital campus, we will meet at the Eastside Kroger 
Shopping Center parking lot on College Station Road at 9:30 a.m. and carpool. After 
the tour we will enjoy lunch at Fatz Restaurant on Lexington Road. 

The RSVP deadline is Thursday, January 18. Please RSVP to Judy Howell at 
jhowell@uga.edu or 706-549-2888.

Veterinary Teaching Hospital

Bookless Book Group
January 10 & 24, 11:30 a.m.

A group of women meets on the second and fourth Wednesday of each month to enjoy 
lunch and conversation. We meet at a variety of restaurants and invite anyone interested 
to join us. Our next meetings will be January 10 at Heirloom Cafe and Fresh Market, 
815 N. Chase St. and January 24 at South Kitchen + Bar, 247 E. Washington St. 

  
 

FPC Women’s Retreat 

Patterns & Rhythms:  
Receiving the Gift of Order in Chaos  

Friday - Sunday, April 20 - 22, 2018 
                             Fellowship Camp, Waterloo, SC 

 

Treat yourself to a soul-nourishing weekend away with other women. Our last three retreats have 
been so much fun and so rewarding both as a way of getting to know each other better and getting 
away from the rigors of everyday life. 

Times of disorder, uncertainty, and chaos are facts of life. They can’t be avoided. Are there ways to 
receive the gift of order in the midst of our chaos? 

Leaning tulips. Rocking chairs. Larks and owls. Spiraling psalms. Pine cones and pineapples. During 
this weekend together, we will look at life-enhancing patterns that exist naturally all around us. We 
will explore encouraging, hope-filled rhythms and rituals the Bible offers us. 

And, we will learn about uplifting patterned ways of life we can develop for 
ourselves.  

About Linda Morningstar 

Linda Morningstar has retired from her long-term role as Associate Director in 
Columbia Theological Seminary’s Center for Lifelong Learning. While at 
Columbia Seminary, she developed, publicized and coordinated continuing 
education, adult education, and lay leader training programs. 

 

You may pay by credit card on the FPC website or by check. 
Early bird registration is January 1 - February 1: $130 

After February 1
Make checks payable to FPC and note it is for the Women’s Retreat 

Scholarships available; contact Carol Strickland 
 

“See, I am making all things new.” Revelation 21:5 

 

 



Jan 1 Lynn Thomas 
Jan 2 Xan Palmer
Jan 3 Donna Gerhardt, Chris 

Middendorf, Howard 
Sugiuchi, Julianne Welch

Jan 4 Carol Bachman, Steven Havick
Jan 5 Keith Guest, Sr., Carolyn 

Reynolds
Jan 6 Jinx Baldwin, Judy Scanlon
Jan 7 Vasu Nair, Jim Smith, Kevin 

Welch
Jan 8 David Cole, Ann Dunn, 

Joseph Harrison, Carmen 
Meadows, Tom Reigle

Jan 9 Knox Cobb, Pat Fuller, 
Beverly Simpson

Jan 10 Ginger Goekjian
Jan 11 Will Corry, Randy Heath, Jr., 

David Magrino, Joan Pinson
Jan 12 Brooking DuPriest, Madie 

Fischetti
Jan 13 Karen Burg, Ethel Chaffin, 

Lachlan Morris, Isabelle 
Seward, Dan Trier

Jan 14 Drew Dekle, Msano 
Mandalasi, Stephanie Wilson

Jan 15 Logan Bono, Jennifer Trapnell
Jan 16 Stella Crim, Jim McDonald,

Jan 16 (con’t) John Stone III
Jan 17 Whitney Goodstone
Jan 18 Debbie Gaskill, Madison Smith
Jan 19 Randy Dudley, Lois Hasty, 

Forrest Johnson, Tenny Ness, 
Caryl Woosley

Jan 20 Ruby Hodgson, Cash Morris, 
Dianne Wilson

Jan 21 Kathy Compton, J.C. Mullis, 
Sue Ellen Patterson, Beth 
Shackleford

Jan 22 Andrea Doornbos, Beau 
Hodgson IV

Jan 23 Ashley Dunn, Jerry Rogers
Jan 24 Paige Oelke
Jan 25 Jimmy Wilfong, Jr., Katie Sue 

Martin-Williams
Jan 27 John Boatwright, David 

Bradford III, John Chromiak, 
Jim Prestegard

Jan 28 Beau Calvo, Shirley 
Chambliss, Trina Respress, 
Marianne Rogers

Jan 30 Ellen Corry, Nancy Denson, 
Kemp Gaskill, Mary Alice 
Hannon, Christy Jordan, 
Beverly Phares

Jan 31 Roy Bell

Jan  1 Romans   8:18-25
Jan  2 Psalm   33:20-22
Jan  3 Acts   24:14-16
Jan  4 2 Cor.   1:10-11
Jan  5 Ephesians   1:11-14
Jan  6 Jeremiah   29:10-14
Jan  7 1 Peter   1:3-7
Jan  8 Colossians   1:3-6
Jan  9 Psalm   42:1-5
Jan  10 Romans   5:1-5
Jan  11 Galatians   5:2-6
Jan  12 Hebrews   6:17-20
Jan  13 1 Thess.   1:2-5
Jan  14 Psalm   130:1-8
Jan  15 Titus   1:1-4
Jan  16 1 John   3:1-3
Jan  17 Romans   12:9-13
Jan  18 Hebrews   10:23-25
Jan  19 Psalm   119:145-149
Jan  20 1 Peter   1:13-16
Jan  21 1 Timothy   4:6-10
Jan  22 2 Thess.   2:16-17
Jan  23 Titus   2:11-14
Jan  24 Colossians   1:21-23
Jan  25 Jeremiah   14:19-22
Jan  26 1 Cor.   9:8-11
Jan  27 1 Peter   1:17-21
Jan  28 Psalm   146:1-10
Jan  29 Lam.   3:22-24
Jan  30 Ephesians   4:1-4
Jan  31 Romans   15:13

Bible Readings 
on Hope:

Our Church Family
Congratulations to:

Lanier and Anne Jackson on the birth of their daughter, 
Louisa Jane Jackson on November 26, 2017. 

Louisa is the granddaughter of Tommy and Sydney Jackson. 

Christian Sympathy to:

Mary Elizabeth McConnell and family on the loss of her father,
James Clayton Harper, Sr.

Newsletter Delivery
If you would prefer receiving an email copy of the Columns 
newsletter rather than a paper copy, please contact Lucy Bell 
at lbell@firstpresathens.org. Sending Columns by email helps 
us save on printing and postage expenses. 

Do you receive our weekly announcement emails? Please sign 
up at firstpresathens.org (on the right-hand column below the 
messages) or contact Nan Powell at nan@firstpresathens.org. 
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Sundays at First Presbyterian Church

Sunday, January 7
Start With the End in Mind

Dr. Bruce Lancaster Preaching
Communion Sunday, Food Sunday

Sunday, January 14
Whose Life Is It?

The Rev. Hilary Shuford Preaching

Sunday, January 21
The Prison of Want

Dr. Bruce Lancaster Preaching

Sunday, January 28
By the Authority of…

Dr. Bruce Lancaster Preaching
Annual Congregational Meeting and Lunch

Worship Schedule
8:45 & 11:00 a.m. 

Sunday School for All Ages
9:45 a.m.

Children’s Church
Children Pre-K through Grade 2 may leave with 
Natalie Bishop, Director of Children’s Ministries, 

during the 11:00 a.m. service for Children’s 
Church held in the Children’s Ministry Suite.


