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Bruce’s Blog
My Friends,

In a few weeks the President of the United States will be inaugurated. It was 
only a few weeks ago, though, there was uncertainty about who that person 
would be.

Does it seem to you that uncertainty comes too easily to our world, that un-
certainty is too much a part of our lives? Uncertainty about our health, our 
jobs, our grades in school, our sense of personal well-being, our future and our 
hope – it’s as if we each have an ‘uncertainty of the month’ calendar for 2017.

We need to find a center of certainty for our lives.  Listen to the words of Isaiah:
 Do you not know?  Have you not heard?
 Has it not been told you from the beginning?
 He brings princes to naught, and makes the rulers of the earth as nothing.
 “To whom then will you compare me, or who is my equal,” says the Holy One.
 Lift your eyes and look to the heavens: Who created these?
 The Lord is the everlasting God, the Creator of the ends of the earth.
 He gives power to the faint, and strengthens the powerless.  (Isaiah 40, selected verses)

God is the center of our certainty. God created you and me, knows all about us, and loves us 
completely. This is the good news in Jesus Christ of which we can be very certain.

And because I am very certain about that, I believe God has a plan for you and me and First Presbyterian 
Church. Our faith fills us with the power of God’s future, so we look forward…we expect something to 
happen…we anticipate. As Stanley Ott said, “To anticipate is to have a reason to set your heart on the future.”

This congregation has much to anticipate in 2017. We will set our hearts on God’s plans for us 
that make a difference in our lives and in the lives of so many other people in this community and 
in the world. We will work together so that we may plan ministries both now and for the future 
that reflect God’s will for all of us as disciples of Jesus Christ.

I hope you will share my excitement in the coming year, because I am certain God is getting ready 
to do some surprisingly wonderful thing in us and through us.

More than wishing you a “Happy New Year,” I pray for you a “Hope-filled New Year.”

Thanks and blessings,
Bruce Lancaster, Interim Senior Pastor

Save the Date

January 1
New Year’s Day Service

10:30 a.m. 

January 15
Athens Voices of Truth 

Concert, 4:00 p.m.

January 16
Martin Luther King, Jr. 

Day of Service, 
9:30 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.

January 18
Wed @First Programs 

Resume

January 18, 6:30 p.m.
January 22, 9:45 a.m. 

Listening Sessions

January 29
Ruling Elder Ordination 

and Installation, 11:00 a.m.

Annual Congregational 
Meeting & Dinner, 5:30 p.m.

January 31
PTP Trip to Presbyterian 
Village, Austell, 9:00 a.m.

February 19-26
IHN Host Week

Sign-up begins January 8

Food Sunday Benefiting the Athens-Area 
Emergency Food Bank

Because of the New Year’s holiday, we will have two Food Sundays this month: January 1 and January 8. 
We will collect non-perishable food items and this month they are requesting: 

 n pork & beans     n spaghetti sauce      n salmon/tuna

Thank you for donating 3,356 items on Thanksgiving Food Bag Sunday, 437 items in December, 
and 8,077 items in 2016!



Music Notes
A New Year Carol

Here we bring new water from the well so clear, 
For to worship God with, this happy New Year. 
Sing levy dew, sing levy dew, the water and the wine; 

The seven bright gold wires and the bugles that do shine. 

Sing reign of Fair Maid, with gold upon her toe, 
Open you the West Door and turn the Old Year go. 

Sing levy dew, sing levy dew, the water and the wine; 
The seven bright gold wires and the bugles that do shine. 

Sing reign of Fair Maid, with gold upon her chin, 
Open you the East Door, and let the New Year in. 

Sing levy dew, sing levy dew, the water and the wine; 
The seven bright gold wires and the bugles that do shine.

(Words anonymous, from Tom Tiddler’s Ground – Walter de la Mare)

Soli Deo Gloria (to God be the Glory),
John Coble, Director of Music and Organist

The Voices of Truth Concert
Sunday, January 15, 4:00 p.m

In celebration of the legacy of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., 
The Athens Voices of Truth choir will perform in our sanctuary. 
Under the direction of James R. Smith, they will present a 
concert of gospel music, traditional hymns, spirituals, and 
beautiful anthems. This unique choir has offered musical 
education and performance to the Athens community for 
over 36 years. The Voices of Truth have performed across the 
southeast, including singing for the opening festivities welcoming 
the Olympic Torch to Athens in 1996. In 2001, they sang at 
the Mormon Tabernacle as part of the Intermountain Choral 
Festival. Mr. Smith says, “Our first priority is to know the 
Lord. If you know something about Him, you know what 
you’re singing about.”

Listen!

“Discernment” is a word I’m hearing more and more frequently in church circles. People of faith are actively seeking to 
discern God’s direction for their personal lives, as well as for their life together. A key component of discernment is listening. 
Bruce will lead our church through some Listening Sessions in January as part of our process of congregational discernment 
as we consider our future direction and the sort of senior pastor we will want to call.

Notably, the “creed” of Israel in the Old Testament, known as The Shema, 
begins with the word (shema) which means “Listen!” or “Hear!” “Hear, O 
Israel: the Lord is our God, the Lord alone. You shall love the Lord your God 
with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your might.” 
(Deuteronomy 6:4-5). Walter Bruggemann explains this listening is not simply 
an auditory exercise, but involves “singular attentiveness” of the covenant 
partners to each other. “Thus to ‘listen’ means to ‘obey,’ to take with utter 
seriousness the will and intention of the other, as when we say of a wayward 
child, ‘The problem is that you do not listen!’” (Reverberations of Faith, p. 123)

Such singular attentiveness can be difficult work. In the coming months we will need to attend to God speaking through 
scripture, church tradition, prayer, experience, and, significantly, through one another. So, listen up!

Carol Strickland, Associate Pastor

Listening Sessions
Wednesday, January 18, 6:30 p.m.

Sunday, January 22, 9:45 a.m.
Fellowship Hall



Outreach Spotlight: The Ark
Over 47,000 low wage workers in Athens are currently living in poverty. The Ark 
serves as the community’s financial emergency room by providing assistance to 
these workers and their families in Athens and surrounding counties who are facing 
financial crisis and are struggling to meet life’s basic needs and have nowhere else 
to turn. In 2016, The Ark prevented over 240 working families from eviction and 
utility disconnection. 

This need is ongoing, but many of The Ark’s neighbors would benefit from programs 
which extend beyond a crisis situation and provide support for more comprehensive 
financial goals. To that end, we have recently created Common Wealth Athens, an 
innovative program which complements The Ark’s existing services and provides 
a solution to poverty and upward mobility for our neighbors. Through Common 
Wealth Athens, our neighbors receive financial education and expanded access 
to banking and opportunity loans to boost families out of poverty. We focus on 
motivating, teaching, and providing opportunities that preserve dignity and self-
esteem, increase personal accountability, and decrease dependency. These efforts are 
critical in achieving self-sufficiency and combating perpetual poverty.

The Ark is always looking for volunteers to help with interviews and intake of 
neighbors. If you have a morning a week to help those in need, or could work as a 
substitute, please call The Ark at 706-548-8155. Training is provided. All you have 
to provide is four hours a week and a caring heart! God calls us to love our neighbors 
as ourselves, and The Ark is a wonderful place to answer that call.

Your generosity and compassion makes it possible for all of us, working together, to 
prevent homelessness and preserve dignity for families in financial crisis.

Lucy Hudgens, Executive Director, The Ark

January 16, 9:30 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.

As a celebration of the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.’s birthday and commitment to 
service, Athens-Clarke County is committed to making Monday, January 16, “A Day 
On, Not A Day Off.” Registration begins at 8:30 a.m. at Lay Park, 297 Hoyt Street, and 
volunteers will work from 9:30 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. at one of 18 sites in our community.

This is a terrific opportunity to help out at a variety of social service agencies. To see the 
complete list of participating organizations and details, including which locations are 
appropriate for volunteers of any age, visit uga.givepulse.com/group/events/118913. You 
may register at this website so organizers will know how many volunteers will be at each 
location. You can also sign up with the individual agencies or the day of the event at Lay Park.

For many years, First Presbyterian Church members have helped at the Project Safe 
Thrift Store, so please join fellow members there if you would like. However you sign 
up, please list your First Presbyterian Church affiliation. We know our members are 
active throughout Athens. Let others know it, too!

Denise Horton

IHN Host Weeks
February 19-26, April 2-9

Our next Interfaith Hospitality 
Network host week is February 
19-26. Our congregation’s 
strong commitment helps 
make this ministry possible and 
we’re grateful! To volunteer, 
please contact Patty Whiten 
(pattywhiten@windstream.net). 
You may also sign up in the 
Atrium beginning January 8. 

We have also chosen to host 
guests April 2-9. These close 
dates were our best option 
when planning for the year, 
but we have just 5 weeks in 
between. We are confident that 
our supportive volunteers will 
help us fill these dates and we 
appreciate your signing up.

Patty Whiten 

Prayers for Healing
New Time

Beginning this month on 
January 17, the Prayers for 
Healing service will be offered on 
the third Tuesday of each month 
in the sanctuary at 5:30 p.m. 
Members and friends wishing 
to pray for others or be prayed 
for themselves are invited to this 
informal, half-hour service. If you 
would like to receive a reminder 
via email, please notify the 
church office at 706-543-4338 
or lbell@firstpresathens.org. We 
are grateful to Jane McGown 
who initiated this service and 
continues to be its avid supporter.



Children’s Ministry Update
Children’s Christmas Pageant, December 11

The children enjoyed a wonderful Advent Season. We hope everyone had a very Merry Christmas! Happy 2017!
        Natalie Bishop, Director of Children’s Ministries



Kim Ness, Director of Youth Ministries

Youth Ministry News
 It’s a BEAUTIFUL DAY in this neighborhood, 
    a beautiful day for a NEIGHBOR. 
   Would you be mine? 
    Could you be mine?
     Please, won’t you be my neighbor?    – Fred Rogers 

In 2017, our youth will continue to respond to the call in Matthew to, “Love 
your neighbor as yourself.” Inspired by the Interfaith Thanksgiving Service, which 
included an Affirmation of Faith written by youth, we will be learning more about 
different religions in Sunday School. Each month we will also attend services in a 
different house of worship. From synagogues to mosques to community churches, 
we will celebrate what we have in common with our neighbors and what makes 
each of us unique in how we honor God’s command.

On Sunday nights we will focus on the question posed in the Parable of the Good 
Samaritan, “Who is my neighbor?”

Over the MLK Day weekend, we will come together in song to experience The 
Voices of Truth concert in our sanctuary. On Monday, youth are encouraged to 
serve with their families across Athens for the annual MLK Day of Service. What 
better way to get to know our neighbors than through working together to improve 
all our neighborhoods?

At the end of January we will visit Jubilee Partners, an intentional Christian service 
community and ministry providing hospitality to refugees newly arrived in the U.S. 
We are grateful for the opportunity to share a meal and worship with our brothers and 
sisters from across the world. Through the generosity of those who enjoyed lunch 

at the Holiday Benevolence Market, we will also 
be presenting a donation to support their ministry.

Youth Affirmation of Faith 
(excerpt) 

Spirit of Life, God of many names, be in 
our hearts and minds as we come together 
to worship you, and to pray for our world. 

Help us to be more aware of our great 
privilege, more grateful for our blessings, 
and more generous in sharing with others. 

Help us to feel your Holy Spirit, calling to 
us across our differences, to lift our spirit 
of unity. 

Help us sense your weaving a great web of 
life, to acknowledge and embrace our place 
in your wide and beautiful family. 

We pray we might be loving and able 
stewards of this world. 

We pray we might respectfully acknowledge 
our differences as we seek common ground. 

We pray we might find ourselves working 
toward the good of all….
.

God, let us be the persons you created 
us to be. Let us become the persons you 
are calling us to be. Let us be the good 
we hope to see in others. Let us work to 
be the change that your whole world is 
seeking. 

Amen. 

Proceeds from the Benevolence Market lunch raised over $500 for 
refugees. Youth voted to split the money between Jubilee Partners, 
the International Refugee Committee, and the Presbyterian 
Disaster Assistance Refugee Ministry.



Flower Dedications 
The following dates are available 
to dedicate flowers for Sunday 
worship: January 8, 29, February 
5, 19, and 26. The cost for two 
arrangements is $100. Please contact 
Lucy Bell, lbell@firstpresathens.org 
or (706) 543-4338 to schedule a 
date.

November Financial
Information

Total November Revenue     $81,564
Budgeted Nov Revenue   $109,837
Total Revenue YTD      $1,045,936

Total November Expenses   $105,187
Budgeted Nov Expenses   $102,103
Total Expenses YTD      $1,177,028

February 4
Northeast Georgia Presbytery 

Church Officer
Development Event

February 5
Souper Bowl of Caring

February 10-11
Session Retreat

February 17-18
Youth Ski Trip

February 19-26
IHN Host Week 

February 26
Red Cross Blood Drive 

February 28
UGA University 
Chorus Concert

March 1
Ash Wednesday

March 26
Presbyterian Women 
Birthday Luncheon

April 2-9
IHN Host Week

Sign-up begins January 8

Looking Ahead

FPC Women’s Retreat: 
Loving Yourself As God Loves You, April 21-23

Spring! The time we look forward to after the cold of winter. The time 
that renews the promise of new life. What a perfect time for women to join 
together to make and renew friendships and reflect on the biblical teachings 
that help sustain us as we support each other on our journey through life.

I experienced this renewed energy by attending the retreats the past two years. Women 
of all stages of life from young mothers to grandmothers came together to worship, play, 
laugh, support each other, and reflect on our lives as women and members of the church. 
It helped me feel more connected to the church as we met as a community of faith. 
As a newcomer to the church family last year, Margaret Davis noted how the retreat 
helped her get to know the people who sit in the pews with her on Sunday morning.

Now is the time to spring into action and register for this spring’s retreat.

Judy Scanlon

Location: Fellowship Camp and Conference Center on Lake Greenwood, SC
Leader: Mardee Rightmyer
Cost: $130 early bird until January 15; $145 after January 15
Register: online or in the Atrium January 8 or 15
Contact: Carol Strickland about scholarships or for more information

Book review
First Light, A. D. Chronicles Book 1

Peniel: It’s the name of a blind beggar who is central in the first two volumes of 
the A. D. Chronicles by Bodie and Brock Thoene, Carol Stream, Illinois: Tyndale 
House Publishers, Inc., © 2003. In this fictionalized story, when Peniel (which 
means “face of God” in Hebrew) finally meets Jesus (Yeshua in the novels) he is 
sent to wash mud from his eyes in the Pool of Siloam. Hesitant, remembering that 
his older brother drowned in the Pool, he hopes that as a sighted boy his parents 
might welcome him back into their home. 

But that is not to be. His eyes are opened to light and color. But his parents still 
treat him as an outcast and fear that acknowledging their son’s miracle will make 
them outcast from the synagogue (an outline of the story is told in John 9).

Peniel is pursued by the temple guards who first want to kill him, but who later 
decide he might lead them to Jesus. They hope to kill Jesus in the same way his 
cousin, John the Baptist, was killed. Living among the street people and homeless 
boys in Jerusalem for so long, Peniel is able to avoid capture and even rescue a 
Roman officer who has fallen afoul of political intrigue in the city. 

The Thoenes’ easy familiarity with the language and content of the Bible is put 
to good use in constructing a plausible story line for families and individuals who 
make an appearance in scripture. Their knowledge of the geography of Palestine, 
and of the Hebrew language, enrich the writing in many ways. 

I think many people in our congregation will enjoy reading First Light.

John Kipp, Parish Associate

Library Corner
Winter is a great time to start a new book. The library 
has quite a variety of books to choose from, including 
many by prolific authors Bodie and Brock Thoene 
(see John Kipp’s book review above). There are also several books related to the 
different religions that will be covered in the upcoming months of the Who Is Jesus? 
Presbyterian Women Bible study.

Kay Spencer



In Memoriam
Josephine Ruth Paine

1934-2016

Our Church Family
Congratulations to:

Charlotte and Rusty Lay on the birth of their daughter,
Mary Wynn Lay on November 20, 2016

Mary is the granddaughter of David and Kitty Lay.

Sam and Lisa Vandiver Gilpin on the birth of their daughters, 
Adelaide Marion and Tallulah Everett Gilpin on November 30, 2016.

Adelaide and Tallulah are the granddaughters of Sally and Jack Vandiver,
and the great-granddaughters of Sue Marion.

Christian Sympathy to:
Emily Barrow and family on the loss of her sister, 

Elizabeth Aderholt Baily.

Elaine Johnson and family on the loss of her father, 
W.C. Higginbotham, Jr.

Denise Laboon and family on the loss of her mother, 
Martha Dobbins Lomax Shepard.

William “Bo” Thurston and family on the loss of his grandmother, 
Juanita Mealor Thurston.

Jan 1   Ruth Curtis, Lynn Thomas 
Jan 2   Mary Koehler, Xan Palmer
Jan 3   Donna Gerhardt, Chris    

  Middendorf, Howard Sugiuchi
Jan 4   Carol Bachman, Steven      

  Havick
Jan 5   Keith Guest, Sr., Carolyn   

  Reynolds
Jan 6   Jinx Baldwin, Judy Scanlon
Jan 7   Vasu Nair, Jim Smith, Kevin   

  Welch
Jan 8 David Cole, Ann Dunn, 

Joseph Harrison, Carmen 
Meadows, Tom Reigle

Jan 9 Knox Cobb, Pat Fuller, 
Beverly Simpson

Jan 10 Ginger Goekjian
Jan 11 Will Corry, Randy Heath, Jr., 

Emory Lewis, David Magrino, 
Joan Pinson, Carolin Purser

Jan 12 Brooking DuPriest, Madie 
Fischetti

Jan 13 Anna Bell, Ethel Chaffin, 
Lachlan Morris, Isabelle 
Seward, Dan Trier

Jan 14 Drew Dekle, Msano Mandalasi, 
Jennings Middendorf, Stephanie 
Wilson

Jan 15 Logan Bono, Jennifer Trapnell

Jan 16 John Bennewitz, Michael 
Coenen, Jim McDonald, John 
Stone III

Jan 17 Whitney Goodstone, Khalilah 
Reddie

Jan 18 Debbie Gaskill, Madison Smith
Jan 19 Randy Dudley, Lois Hasty, 

Tenny Ness, Caryl Woosley
Jan 20 Ruby Hodgson, Cash Morris, 

Dianne Penny Wilson
Jan 21 Kathy Compton, J.C. Mullis, 

Sue Ellen Patterson, Harper 
Price, Beth Shackleford

Jan 22 Andrea Doornbos, Beau 
Hodgson IV, Sue Marion

Jan 23 Ashley Dunn, Jerry Rogers
Jan 24 Emily Balevich, Paige Oelke
Jan 25 Jimmy Rusert, Jimmy Wilfong, 

Jr., Katie Sue Martin-Williams
Jan 26 River Bowen
Jan 27 John Boatwright, David 

Bradford III, Jim Prestegard
Jan 28 Beau Calvo, Shirley 

Chambliss, Marianne Rogers
Jan 30 Ellen Corry, Nancy Denson, 

Kemp Gaskill, Mary Alice 
Hannon, Christy Jordan, 
Beverly Phares

Jan 31 Roy Bell, Joshua Porras Allen

Jan  1 Jeremiah 29:11 
Jan  2 Psalm 42:11
Jan  3 Isaiah 40:31
Jan  4 Psalm 121:7-8
Jan  5 Romans 15:13
Jan  6 Hebrews 11:1
Jan  7 Matthew 11:28
Jan  8 1 Corinthians 13:13
Jan  9 Psalm 119:114
Jan  10 Psalm 31:24
Jan  11 Hebrews 10:23
Jan  12 Romans 8:24-25
Jan  13 Isaiah 61:1
Jan  14 Psalm 130:5
Jan  15 1 Peter 3:15
Jan  16 Romans 5:3-4
Jan  17 1 Peter 1:3
Jan  18 Psalm 33:22
Jan  19 Ephesians 4:4
Jan  20 Colossians 1:27
Jan  21 Romans 5:5
Jan  22 Micah 7:7
Jan  23 Psalm 25:5
Jan  24 Romans 12:12
Jan  25 Psalm 39:7
Jan  26 Proverbs 23:18
Jan  27 Psalm 71:14
Jan  28 Hebrews 6:19-20
Jan  29 Job 14:7-9
Jan  30 Psalm 43:5
Jan  31 Lamentations 3:24 

Bible Readings 
on Hope
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Return Service Requested

Sundays at First Presbyterian Church

Sunday, January 1
Wishes, Dreams, and Visions

Dr. Bruce Lancaster Preaching
Communion Sunday/Food Sunday

Sunday, January 8
Snipe Hunts and the Word Made Flesh

Dr. Bruce Lancaster Preaching
Food Sunday

Sunday, January 15
Our World: Diverse or Divided?

Dr. Bruce Lancaster Preaching

Sunday, January 22
Follow Me

Dr. Carol Strickland Preaching

Sunday, January 29
No Parking

Dr. Bruce Lancaster Preaching

Worship Services
8:45 & 11:00 a.m. 

Sunday School
9:45 - 10:40 a.m.

Children’s Church
Children ages 4 through Grade 2 may leave with 

Natalie Bishop, Director of Children’s Ministries, 
during the 11:00 a.m. service for Children’s 

Church in the Godly Play Rooms.


