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Dr. Ryan Baer Called as New Senior Pastor
January 6 the congregation voted unanimously to endorse the Pastor Nominating Committee’s
recommendation that terms of call be extended to Dr. Ryan Baer to be the next Senior Pastor
of First Presbyterian Church of Athens. The church thanks the PNC for its outstanding job!
Dr. Baer’s first day in the office will be February 11. His first day leading worship will be February
17, with a reception to follow the 11:00 a.m. service. Ryan, his wife, Amy, and their sons Nathan,
Daniel, and Joshua, are excited about coming to Athens; we are eager to welcome them to FPC!
More information about Dr. Ryan Baer and his family is available on the church website.

Ryan’s Reflections
Dear friends in Christ,
Grace to you and peace in the name of our risen Lord Jesus Christ! Amy,
the boys, and I are so eager to get to Athens and begin getting acquainted
with you! As I reflect on all that has transpired in recent months, I am
filled with an overwhelming sense of gratitude to God.
I am so very thankful for the outstanding work of your Pastor Nominating
Committee: Ron Bogue, Sarah Bryan, Stephen Covington, Melinda
DeMaria, Erika Hermanowicz, Fran Lane (Vice-Chair), and Lewis
Hudgins (Chair). Diane Adams, though not on the PNC, has also been
an incredible asset in helping us get to know the community. As I wrote
to them after our visit to Athens last November, they set the gold standard for how a PNC
should offer hospitality and engagement to a prospective pastoral candidate. They are exceptional
ambassadors for the church, and the Holy Spirit was clearly guiding the congregation when
you elected them some two years ago!
I am grateful for the good and faithful service of Dr. Bruce Lancaster. It’s clear that his steady
hand and wise leadership have prepared the congregation for a wonderful new season of ministry.
Amy and I had the chance to meet Bruce when we came to town, and he said, “In all seriousness,
this is the best interim I’ve ever served.” And then with a twinkle in his eye he said, “Now
don’t mess it up!” I promised him that I would do my very best to be a faithful steward of the
work he has poured into the church!
I am grateful for the church staff and the myriad ways in which they have served you with
energy, intelligence, imagination, and love through this season of transition.
I am grateful for the people of Ridglea Presbyterian Church and for the community of Fort Worth, Texas.
Even though they are sad to see us leave, they have been so very kind, gracious, and encouraging to us.
I am always thankful for Amy, Nathan, Daniel, and Joshua, but I’m especially grateful for the way
in which they’ve approached this new season of ministry with a spirit of excitement and adventure.
And of course, I am thankful for you, and for the ways in which you have already made us feel so welcome. As I’ve already said to several of you, we can’t wait to get to Athens and meet you “in real life!”
May God bless you and keep you,
Ryan, Senior Pastor

Save the Date
February 3
Youth Sunday
Souper Bowl of Caring
February 6
Fellowship@First:
Pizza Night
February 8-10
Youth Ski Trip
February 10
Red Cross Blood Drive
February 10-17
IHNA Host Week
February 11
Dr. Ryan Baer’s
first day in the office
February 13 & 27
Bookless Book Group
February 17
Dr. Ryan Baer’s first
Sunday leading worship,
8:45 & 11:00 a.m.
Reception for Baers
after the 11:00 a.m.
worship service
February 23
Confirmation
Closing Retreat
February 24
The Wayne F. Middendorf
Memorial Concert Series
presents Martha Thomas,
Concert Pianist
February 28-March 2
CORE Godly Play Training

Campus Ministry
One of the ministries your gifts to First Presbyterian Church support is the
Presbyterian Student Center (PSC) at UGA. We welcomed a new campus minister
last fall, the Rev. Will Norman. Will hit the ground running and is doing a terrific
job. I know because I’m on the board and will serve as president this year. Two
others from our congregation were just elected to the board, Keith Oelke and
Smith Wilson. Additionally, FPC members occasionally cook and serve a Sunday
night meal; tell me if you’d like to help do that. First Presbyterian Church benefits
from PSC students who serve as our Sunday Morning Manager, and as interns and Waddel Fellows
in youth ministry, congregational care, and outreach.
PSC is a place for students to come and grow in their faith. Since its inception in 1940, many students have participated in
this ministry during a very formative time in their lives. Will and Kim Ness took a group of 25 to the Montreat College
Conference over winter break, some of them riding in our FPC van. From what I hear, it was an inspiring confab of over
900 young adults addressing the theme of “Compassionate Community.” Will said it was a wonderful bonding experience
for the PSC-UGA students. Experiencing community, especially compassionate community, is so critical for all of us.
A challenge before the PSC board is our aging facility. The ministry is housed in a 1959 building. Like any 60-year-old
knows, time takes its toll. Stay tuned. I’m sure you’ll be hearing about a capital campaign before the year is over! Feel free
to drop by the Center at 1250 S. Lumpkin Street anytime or attend worship on Tuesday nights at 8:00 p.m. in the chapel.
“Holy Hashtags” is the sermon series this semester, featuring guest preachers, student preachers, and Will, addressing
current social and political movements.
Carol Strickland, Associate Pastor

Brass Urns Dedicated
The family of Gwen and John “Buck”
Griffin have donated beautiful brass urns in
honor of their parents. The vases will be used
for flowers in the sanctuary. The Griffins
have given many decades of service to First
Presbyterian Church. Buck is deceased and
Gwen recently celebrated her 91st birthday.
The generosity of the family is greatly
appreciated.

Music Notes
On Sunday, February 24, The Wayne F. Middendorf Memorial Concert Series will proudly present Dr. Martha Thomas
in a piano recital at 4:00 p.m. in our sanctuary. Martha, a member of our church, is Despy Karlas Professor of Piano and
Associate Director for Undergraduate Programs at the University of Georgia’s Hugh Hodson School of Music. Martha is
active as a performer and clinician, giving concerts and presentations throughout the United States, as well as in Canada,
Australia, Italy, Spain, Portugal, Servia, Slovenia, Colombia, and Kenya. Appearances at conferences and festivals include
those of the Music Teachers National Association, the American Liszt Society, and the Festival of Women Composers.
She has served as faculty accompanist for the University of Georgia Chamber Choir in its 2011 Iberian tour. She has given
solo and collaborative concerts on college and university
campuses across the country, including the University of
Wisconsin, Ohio State University, and the University of
Oklahoma. Her numerous recordings include collaborations
with other musicians, and solo recordings including Max
Reger: The Forgotten Romantic, released in 2013. A native
Texan, Martha holds degrees through the doctorate from the
Universities of Texas (BM and DMA) and Wisconsin (MM).
The concert is free and open to the public. A reception will
follow.
Soli Deo Gloria (To God alone be the Glory),
John Coble, Director of Music and Organist

Red Cross Blood Drive
Sunday, February 10
8:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.

Please help save a life by donating blood. Reserve an appointment online at redcrossblood.
org. You may also sign up in the Atrium on Sundays or by contacting the church office
at 706-543-4338 or frontdesk@firstpresathens.org. Please join us in the Fellowship Hall
Breakout Area for this important event!

IHNA Host Week
February 10-17

Thanks to all of the volunteers who signed up to serve for the
IHNA Host Week this month. We truly appreciate you!
Looking forward, FPC will host families three more times this
year (please see upcoming dates in box). If you have an interest in volunteering to serve
during host weeks and would like to be added to the IHNA contact list, please send an
e-mail to ihnafirstpresathens@gmail.com with your contact information. We will make
sure you are contacted several weeks prior to the upcoming
Remaining 2019
host weeks and are aware of the training and volunteer
Host Weeks:
opportunities (you will need to participate in a brief training
prior to volunteering for the first time).
April 14-21
Thanks again for your service.
August 18-25
Susan Boatwright and Frank Sherrill, IHNA Co-Coordinators October 28-November 3

Food Sunday
On Sunday, February 3, we will
collect non-perishable food items
for the Athens-Area Emergency
Food Bank.
This month they request:
w saltine crackers
w canned sweet peas
Thank you for donating 300 items
in January!

Christmas Joy
Offering Update

Cajun Meal & Auction for Honduras

In December, FPC gave $2,461
to the Christmas Joy Offering.
This annual special offering
assists church workers in their
time of need and students in their
time of promise. Thank you for
your generosity!

Sunday, March 3, 12:00 p.m.

A great, new event, the Mardi Gras Mission Gala, will be held in our Fellowship Hall.
It will feature a Cajun-style meal cooked by our youth and a silent auction. All the
money raised will go towards the next Honduras trip.
Many First Presbyterian Church members have traveled on mission trips to Honduras,
working to improve the lives, physical and spiritual, of people in that Central American
country. Of course, our mission work costs money and fundraising has always been a
part of our Honduras trips.
There is irony in the Mardi Gras theme. For more than a century, the United Fruit
Company exploited the labor and land of the people of Honduras. The bananas grown
there were most often shipped to the port of New Orleans, a city best known for its
Mardi Gras. Through God’s blessing, our congregation is able to use our affluence to
bring a better life for Hondurans. So please attend this special fundraising event.
Advance tickets will go on sale Sunday, February 3 and cost $10 per adult and $5 per child
(age 12 and under). We will also have a $10 option for ages infant-3rd grade to go to
the Children’s Ministry Suite for a child-friendly menu and entertainment/nursery.
Adult tickets at the door will be $15. Bidding on silent auction items will open at 8:30 a.m.
the day of the gala. There will also be a few exciting items put up in a live auction. We
are so grateful for all the wonderful donations and look forward to wide support from
the congregation. Please plan to attend!
Bill Patterson, MGMG Committee Member

Christmas Eve
Offering Update
This year’s Chr istm as Eve
Offering totaled $3,973. Half
of the offering went to Casa de
Amistad to help address the needs
of the local underserved Hispanic
community. The other half went
to the Athens Nurses Clinic to
help provide health care at no cost
to uninsured indigent patients in
northeast Georgia. Thank you for
giving so generously!

Fellowship@First: Pizza Night
February 6, 5:45 p.m.

We had a great time at our first Pizza Night in January! Join us as we gather again in February for
pizza in Fellowship Hall! Chip in and enjoy the fellowship with your church family. Please make
reservations online or with the church office by February 3. The cost is $5 per person.

Weekday School Scoop
Our Weekday School is BUSY, BUSY, having just finished registration for Fall
2019, and looking towards our February Grandparents Days on February 13
and 14! Please feel free to join us for milk and cookies in the Fellowship Hall
from 9:00-9:30 a.m. on those days! We would love to have our grandparents
chat with some of our church members and feel the warmth of our church,
and how our school is loved by our congregation. Added bonus: sweet littles
and free cookies for you. J There will also be a book fair on those days in the
Weekday School lobby!
Soon our teachers will be off to the Georgia Preschool Conference in Atlanta
for two days and two nights of training. On March 1 and 2, we will enjoy enrichment and fun fellowship with each other!
We are looking forward to bringing back some new creative ideas to our children in the classrooms.
Wonderful Wednesdays and Camps Schedules for the summer are out! Our Camps will be June 10-13 and July 8-11, and
Wonderful Wednesdays will be all Wednesdays in June and July EXCEPT July 3 and August 7. Stay tuned for Wonderful
Wednesday and camp themes to be announced soon!
Elaine Johnson, Director of Weekday School

Children’s Ministry Update

Core Godly Play Training
We are looking forward to hosting our second Core Godly Play Training
Thursday, February 28 - Saturday, March 2 at First Presbyterian. If you would
like to learn more about Godly Play and attend this training, please contact
Natalie Bishop at 706-543-4338 or natalie @firstpresathens.org.

VBS 2019
May 28 – May 31
And coming soon to a Children’s
Ministry near you: VBS 2019, ROAR!
Mark your calendars with our Vacation Bible
School Week, Tuesday, May 28 - Friday, May
31. Online Registration will open March 4. At
ROAR, children will explore God’s goodness
and learn how a ferocious faith will help power
them through this wild life.

						
Natalie Bishop, Director of Children’s Ministries

Youth Ministry News
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Youth Sunday
February 3, 2019

Youth Group This Month
February 3
Super Bowl Watch Party
at Ness home
February 8-10
Ski Trip to Winterplace
Ski Resort, WV

February 17
Preparing the ashes for Ash Wednesday
MS (4:30-5:30) and HS (6:15-8:00)
February 24
Game Night
MS (4:30-5:30) and HS (6:15-8:00)

Youth Sunday: February 3
This year’s Youth Sunday theme is, “Welcome to the Table.” You won’t want to miss it! We have four wonderful seniors
signed up to deliver mini-messages. We have a sweet moment planned just for children. We have youth serving communion
alongside their parents. We have a full reception planned including tasty homemade treats. It’s also Food Sunday and Souper
Bowl of Caring Sunday, so please bring your saltines, canned peas, and extra change. And that’s just a few highlights. We
can’t wait to welcome you to the table.
Every year after Youth Sunday I have members (and youth) come up to me and request that we do it more than once a year.
What a great compliment for our youth. We have certainly talked about it, but then we look back at all that went into the
service and wonder where we’d find the time. So that you might appreciate this special day even more, let me peel back the
curtain on the planning stages:
At the start of the year, we begin to think about themes. Sometimes they are inspired by a summer mission trip or Montreat.
This year, it was inspired by a song, “For Everyone Born.” We find a date that might work for most of our youth and within
the church calendar. In the past, Youth Sunday has been at the end of the year, but we moved it forward to give our youth some
breathing room away from April/May madness. At the start of January, we explored what the theme means and what youth
wanted you to leave worship knowing, feeling, and being compelled to act upon. We then looked at the order of worship and
why certain things go in certain places. Our youth love and appreciate our traditional worship services, and on Youth Sunday
they want to find ways to honor tradition while also introducing new songs, new ways of hearing the message, and passing the
peace. During all this, the Celebration Singers are hard at work with Dr. Coble, choosing the music and practicing the anthem.
For youth who play instruments, Dr. Coble finds or writes pieces to incorporate their gifts into the service. In Confirmation
Class, confirmands worked with their mentors to write the group statement of faith that will be used on Youth Sunday.
On the second Sunday in January, youth chose leadership roles and began the hard part of writing prayers, children’s messages,
sermons, liturgies, and thinking about how to decorate to support the message. A huge thank you to Dr. Strickland, Melinda and
Don DeMaria, Mary Havick, Nettie Jester, Kathryn Kent, and Jordan Osborne for meeting with smaller groups to help them
understand their roles and find their words. Youth who did not complete their parts were given homework – hardest being the
seniors who must find a way to incorporate stories, scripture, and emotions into their messages. On the last Sunday in January,
we met for a full run-through of the service. We figured out where people would sit, when to come forward, how to speak into
a microphone (clearly and slowly), what to do if you mess up, all the while, remembering that on Sunday, it needs to be all about
God. We have done the hard work of preparing and now we must trust that the Holy Spirit will present, as is always the case!
New Youth Website
In September, we launched a new youth website! It was created using a free google site which most schools use for googleclassroom, so youth are familiar with the platform. With so much going on and details changing, it helps to have all of our information
in one place. Youth are very familiar with google and ideally will access our site regularly. I update the site weekly if not more
often with details about youth group, confirmation class, summer trips. There is also a page with pictures from our events. If
you’re curious what’s going on with youth, I invite you to visit and bookmark the site: https://sites.google.com/view/fpcathenspit.
Kim Ness, Director of Youth Ministries

Snapshots from Montreat College Conference with the Presbyterian Student Center

Save the Dates for FPC’s Women’s Retreats
One-Day Retreat in Athens – Saturday, April 13,
10:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m. at Brita and Bill Barry’s beautiful garden
and home here in Athens. Led by Amy Baer.
Weekend Retreat at Montreat Women’s Connection
Conference – Friday, August 9-Sunday, August 11
FPC has reserved use of the Georgia Lodge at Montreat.

Flower Dedications
The following dates are available to
dedicate flowers for Sunday worship:
February 24, March 3, 10, and
17. The cost for two arrangements
is $100. Please contact Lucy Bell
Johnson, lbell@firstpresathens.org or
(706) 543-4338 to schedule a date.

December Financial
Information
Total Dec. Revenue
$328,547
Budgeted Dec. Revenue $284,321
Total Revenue YTD
$1,385,889
Total Dec. Expenses
$177,062
Budgeted Dec. Expenses $123,061
Total Expenses YTD $1,385,800

More information about both coming soon!

PTP Program with Historian Ron Bogue, Part 4
Tuesday, February 26, 10:00 a.m.
Local historian and FPC member Dr. Ron Bogue will present Part
4 in his series exploring the history of First Presbyterian Church.
Please meet in the Moses Waddel Room at 10:00 a.m. We have had
an enthusiastic response to these presentations, and look forward to
seeing you there.
After the presentation, we will walk or drive to Taqueria Tsunami,
320 E. Clayton St. (next to Mellow Mushroom) for lunch. Please
email Phyllis Crowell, crowellpm@aol.com, by Friday, February 22, to make a
lunch reservation. Anyone interested in learning more about our church’s history
and socializing with good friends is welcome to join the Primetime Presbyterians.

Bicentennial 2020 Committee
Our committee continues to work on many exciting projects
for the celebratory year 2020. A book on the history of FPC
is being compiled. It will be ready for the publisher by this
summer and available for sale in late 2019.
There will also be events each month in 2020, including
activities for children, youth, and adults, and outreach projects.

Looking Ahead
March 3
Mardi Gras Mission Gala
Youth Frozen Chosen Cup
March 6
Ash Wednesday Dinner & Services
March 10
Daylight Savings Time begins

Please contact me and get involved. It will take many volunteers
to make this a meaningful experience for First Presbyterian Church.
Diane Adams, Chair, Bicentennial 2020 Committee,
706-255-9200, dianea@bhhsblanton.com

Ash Wednesday Dinner & Services
March 6

Worship, 12:00 & 6:30 p.m., Sanctuary,
with communion & imposition of ashes
Dinner, 5:30 p.m., Fellowship Hall, $8/adult,
$5/child (12 and under), $20 max per family

March 11-15
Weekday School Spring Break
March 13
Wednesday Lenten Suppers &
Study led by Dr. Ryan Baer begin
March 22-23
Session Retreat

Wednesday Lenten
Suppers & Study
Beginning March 13
Supper: 5:45 p.m.

March 24
Confirmation Sunday
& Reception

Study led by Dr. Ryan Baer:
6:30-7:30 p.m.

March 24, 31 & April 7
New Member Class

$8/adult, $5/child (12 and under),
$20 max per family

Feb 1
Feb 2
Feb 3
Feb 4
Feb 5
Feb 6
Feb 7

Feb 8
Feb 9
Feb 10
Feb 11
Feb 13
Feb 14
Feb 15
Feb 16

Shelly Parker, Betty Schofield
Helen Crosby, John Whitehead
Ryan Baer, Stan Kays, Todd
Miller, Hudson Smith
Patty Brantley
Henry DeWitt, Bob Guy,
Maddy Magrino, Ginny
Rogers
Wanda Barlow, Doug Price
Brandon Barrett, Emma
Holman, Katie Middendorf,
Chris Overbaugh, Chuck
Roberts II, Carey Walden, Bill
Woolbright
Bob Glasscock, Andrew
Griffeth, Jack Logan, Jr., Beth
Milner, John Wilson
Brant Razor, Henry Trapnell
Kimberly Childers, Blaine
Eidell, Jeanne Nadenicek
Fran Carmichael, Dorothé
Otemann, Bonnie Simmons
Elaine Johnson, Geneva
Stonecipher
Tanna Nicholson,Wendi Stunzi
Bill Childers, Zack Chromiak,
Marj Hinkley, Chase MacMillan
Allison Flaishans, Sara Johnson,
Sheila Marshall,

Feb 16 Mary Elizabeth McConnell,
Lee Padgett, Winki Winburn
Feb 17 Jack Palmer
Feb 18 Anne Lane, Keith Oelke
Feb 19 William Carey, Durand
Heath III, Jim Spencer
Feb 20 Joseph Stunzi
Feb 21 Karen Cobb, Chatham
Johnson, Suzanne Sugiuchi
Feb 22 John Barrett, Sally Sams, Lori
Wilfong
Feb 23 Jane McGown, Becky Padgett,
Laura Seward
Feb 24 Melanie Powers, Muriel
Pritchett, Pam Prokasy, Meg
Spencer, James Williams
Feb 25 Stephanie Bennewitz, Warren
Goodstone, Keith Guest, Jr.,
Lois Neighbors, Elaine Weeks
Feb 26 Diane Adams, Suzanne Hill,
Hilary Shuford, Mary Ben
Woolbright
Feb 27 Jody Corry, Dan Horton
Feb 28 Celeste Arrington, Kathy
Bangle, Dwayne Campbell,
Margaret Davis, Steven
DeSimone, Faye Marshall
Feb 29 Holly MacMillan

Our Church Family
Congratulations to:
Nathaniel & Sarah Buss on the birth of their daughter, Isabelle Anne Buss
on December 22, 2018. Isabelle is the granddaughter of Carla Buss.
Jason & Katie Delinsky on the birth of their son, Nathan Richard Delinsky
on January 1, 2019. Nathan is the grandson of Linda Delinsky.
Christian Sympathy to:
Joe Attaway and family on the loss of his father, William Grady Attaway.
Jayne Bailey and family on the loss of her mother, Nell Mathews.
Faye Grayson and family on the loss of her husband, Norm Grayson.
Ginny & Jerry Rogers and family on the loss of their son-in-law,
Retired Lt. Col. Lon Slade.

In Memoriam
Norm Grayson
1927-2019

Stories of the
Faithful: Elijah
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11
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13
14
15
16
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18
19
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23
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Hebrews 11:1-3
1 Kings 17:1-7
1 Kings 17:8-16
1 Kings 17:17-24
1 Kings 18:1-6
1 Kings 18:7-16
1 Kings 18:17-19
1 Kings 18:20-26
1 Kings 18:27-29
1 Kings 18:30-35
1 Kings 18:36-40
1 Kings 18:41-46
1 Kings 19:1-3
1 Kings 19:4-6
1 Kings 19:7-10
1 Kings 19:11-18
1 Kings 19:19-21
1 Kings 21:1-4
1 Kings 21:5-7
1 Kings 21:8-14
1 Kings 21:15-16
1 Kings 21:17-19
1 Kings 21:20-26
1 Kings 21:27-29
2 Kings 2:1-5
2 Kings 2:6-8
2 Kings 2:9-12
2 Kings 2:13-18
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Return Service Requested

Sundays at First Presbyterian Church

Sunday, February 3
Youth Sunday: Welcome to the Table
Communion Sunday, Food Sunday
Sunday, February 10
Bucket Brigade
Dr. Carol Strickland Preaching
Sunday, February 17
Beginning at the Beginning
Dr. Ryan Baer Preaching
Sunday, February 24
Management 101
Dr. Ryan Baer Preaching

Worship Schedule
8:45 & 11:00 a.m.

Sunday School for All Ages
9:45 a.m.
Children’s Church
Children Pre-K through Grade 2 may leave with
Natalie Bishop, Director of Children’s Ministries,
during the 11:00 a.m. service for Children’s
Church held in the Children’s Ministry Suite.

