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Bruce’s Blog
My Friends,
“Bearing Fruit” – This is our theme for the coming year in ministry
and mission at First Presbyterian Church. The scriptures are Matthew 7:17
“…every good tree bears good fruit…” and Galatians 5:22-23 – “…the fruit
of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, generosity, faithfulness,
gentleness, and self-control.”
The Church bears fruit when we serve eagerly! We express our devotion
to Christ when we serve. More than the fact that Jesus commands us to serve,
it is the key to real usefulness.
The key to greatness is found in bearing fruit in service. Is it not true that the people
we admire and look up to the most, whose lives challenge us to reach higher, are those who
are busy serving, busy bearing the fruit of the Spirt as they help other people?
The key to personal happiness is found in service. Service pulls you out of your preoccupation
with self and focuses your time, interest, and talents on others who need you. It is in serving them
that you really find your purpose, your place, and your happiness.
The key to community is found in service. The fruit of a loving, warmhearted, happy church
is found in serving other people. Churches that are busy serving others never have time to be petty.
Please watch for the Ways to Serve form coming in the mail soon so that you can sign
up to “bear fruit” in the life of our church.
“Blessed are those who trust in the Lord.…They shall be like a tree planted by water, sending
out its roots…its leaves shall stay green.…in the year of drought…and it does not cease to bear
fruit.” (Jeremiah 17:7-8)
Thanks and blessings,
Bruce Lancaster, Interim Senior Pastor
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Thank you for donating 249 items in July.
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Food Sunday Benefiting
the Athens Area Emergency Food Bank
Sunday, August 6, we will be collecting non-perishable food items for the Athens Area Emergency
Food Bank. This month they are requesting:

Save the Date

Youth Kickoff at The Hill

Fall Kickoff Brunch,
Sunday, August 13, 9:45 a.m.
Join us for brunch in Fellowship Hall
as we resume two worship services and
look forward to the beginning of our fall
activities.
There will also be an IHNA Open House
in The PIT from 9:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.
Come see how we welcome our guests.

August 25-27
Confirmation Retreat
August 27
SAM Sunday

Burden Bearing
On July 9, I preached on the text, “Bear one another’s burdens, and in this way you will fulfill the law
of Christ.” (Galatians 6:2) Life happens, as they say, so we all have burdens to carry. Sometimes we need
help shouldering the load. That’s where Stephen Ministry comes in.
On August 20, we’ll commission our first three Stephen Leaders (Dawn
Frisch, Larry Gray, and myself) who will get our new Stephen Ministry
program off the ground. Maybe you have some questions about Stephen
Ministry. Great! Larry has provided these answers:
Why the name Stephen? In the Book of Acts, chapter 6, Stephen was chosen to provide caring ministry to those in need. Since the
time of the apostles, caring ministry has been considered a hallmark of the Christian faith community.
How many congregations have Stephen Ministry? More than 12,000 congregations, from more than 160 denominations, in
all 50 states and 25 other countries, have Stephen Ministry, many going strong for more than 30 years.
What are Stephen Ministers? Stephen Ministers are laypeople trained in the congregation by their Stephen Leaders to provide
one-to-one Christian-centered care to hurting people. These are people with a compassionate heart who’ve been equipped
with the skills to listen, encourage, and offer support when someone is in need. A Stephen Minister typically has one care
receiver at a time and meets with that person once a week.
In what types of situations are Stephen Ministers used? Stephen Minsters provide high-quality, one-to-one Christian care
to individuals facing a variety of crises or life challenges – people who are experiencing grief, divorce, cancer, financial difficulties, chronic illness, job loss, disabilities, loneliness, a spiritual crisis, etc.
Will people commit to training and serving as Stephen Ministers? Yes! More than 600,000 have done so since 1975. Laypeople
are eager to use their God-given gifts in meaningful ministry to others.
Prayerfully consider becoming a Stephen Minister!
Carol Strickland, Associate Pastor

Music Notes
The month of August is fast approaching as I write this. While I hate to see the summer come to an end, I am excited about
the many opportunities coming up soon in our church. Our choirs will resume their regular rehearsal schedule for the 2017-18
season in August. This is the perfect time to join a choir. Chancel Choir rehearsals will resume on Wednesday, August 9, at
6:30 p.m. Handbell Choir rehearsals will resume on Monday, August 14, at 5:30 p.m. (The Handbell Choir, which requires a
specific number of members, currently has openings for two ringers. Prior experience ringing bells is not necessary but music
reading ability is.) Celebration Singers (grades 6-12), St. Andrews Choir (grades 2-5) and Cherub Choir (age 4-grade 1) will
begin Sunday rehearsals on August 27. Cherub and St. Andrews Choirs will also have Wednesday evening rehearsals when
Wednesday night dinners are held, beginning September 13. We’re looking forward to another great year with all of our choirs.
For more information or to join a choir, please contact me at jcoble@firstpresathens.org or 706-543-4338.
Also, the Wayne F. Middendorf Memorial Concert Series will
present Music for Organ and Brass on Sunday, August 20, at 4:00 p.m.
in our sanctuary. I will be joined by The Georgia Brass Quintet and
The Bulldog Brass Quintet in a festive concert that will include music
by Eugene Gigout, Jean Baptiste Loeillet, and Sigfrid Karg-Elert.
On Sunday, October 1 at 4:00 p.m., Dr. Marilyn Keiser will present
a recital in our sanctuary. Dr. Keiser is Chancellor’s Professor
Ermerita of Organ and Sacred Music at Indiana University.
This will be a wonderful year of music in and out of worship at
First Presbyterian Church. We hope you will join us.
Soli Deo Gloria (To God alone be the Glory),
John Coble, Director of Music and Organist
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Bethel Reading for Success
Stop by our Children’s Ministry Suite any fourth Tuesday evening, and you will find the
place teeming with children, their family members, and a host of community volunteers.
The children are our neighbors from Bethel Homes. They have been gathering at our
church once a month since February for dinner and a program aimed to pique their
interest in reading. Coordinated by a committee of leaders from schools, the library, and
non-profit agencies, the program’s goal is “encouraging and empowering Bethel residents
to control their lives through learning.”
Programs have included “Civil Rights and Black History” with a visit by Willie Craddick, a
15 year old local author; “Athletes Read, Too” with a visit by retired NFL player and Clark
Central High School graduate, Dunta Robinson; and “Poetry” with three guest poets.
If you would like to be an on-site FPC host one evening, please contact Mission
& Outreach Commission Chair Denise Horton (denisehhorton@gmail.com) or
Carol Strickland (cstrickland@firstpresathens.org).

International Craft Fair
November 3 & 5
You are invited to share your talents by contributing items to be sold at
the International Craft Fair, November 3 & 5. Examples might include
knitting, sewing, pottery, jewelry, ornaments, baked goods, or services
(music, lessons, babysitting, etc.). The money raised by the fair supports
a variety of our church’s missions. Contact me for more information:
706-543-9619, marybu@charter.net, or 706-340-2814 (texts).
Mary Burton, Mission & Outreach Commission

IHNA Host Week, August 13-20
Our next Interfaith Hospitality Network of Athens host
week will be August 13 – 20 and we’re seeking volunteers.
Thanks to the many who’ve already committed and
to those who are soon to! Please contact Patty Whiten
(pattywhiten@windstream.net) to volunteer and be blessed.

IHNA Training
There are also several opportunities to attend IHNA training. Anyone who is interested in
volunteering is encouraged to attend one of these approximately one hour-long sessions
at Union Christian Church, 1130 Union Church Rd. in Watkinsville.
Tuesday, August 8, 9:30 a.m.
Sunday, August 13, 2:00 p.m.
Tuesday, August 15, 7:00 p.m.
Monday, August 28, 6:00 p.m.

IHNA Open House, August 13, 9:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.
While you are at church for the Fall Kickoff Brunch, come downstairs to The PIT
and see how our youth space is transformed into guest quarters for homeless families.
Michelle Clendenen-Shaw and Patty Whiten,
IHNA Co-Coordinators

Ways to Serve Forms
August 13-20

Look for your 2017-2018 Ways
to Serve form in the mail soon.
There will be instructions and
a video on the church website
(FirstPresAthens.org) telling how
to fill out the form online, or you
may bring it to church with you
on August 13, the day of our
Fall Kickoff Brunch.
We hope you will choose many
ways to be involved in the life of
the church.

FPC to Host
Presbytery Meeting
August 15

Ever wonder what presbyteries
do? From 9:00 a.m. – 3:00
p.m., Tuesday, August 15 you
can see our Northeast Georgia
Presbytery in action as we host
the stated summer meeting. We
need volunteers to greet, register
participants, do kitchen duty, and
direct parking. If you can help,
please contact Jennifer Sunderlin
(frontdesk@firstpresathens.org).
We want to roll out the red carpet
for those attending, i.e. all the
teaching elders (clergy) and an
equal number of elected ruling
elder commissioners from the 52
PC(USA) churches in our area,
plus guests. Everyone is welcome.
Our new Synod Executive, the
Rev. Joyce Lieberman, will preach
at the opening worship. You can
learn about NEGA Presbytery at
negapby.org.

Children’s Ministry Update
Sunday Mornings for our Elementary School Kiddos
We hope everyone has enjoyed a fun summer and is excited to begin a new
Sunday School year on Sunday morning, August 20. I am thrilled to announce that
all children, ages Pre-Kindergarten through 5th Grade, will be experiencing Godly
Play for Sunday School this year. Thanks to the generous financial and volunteer
support of this amazing church family, we have doubled the number of Godly Play
Bible stories as well as built a strong Godly Play team truly committed to helping
guide our children as they continue to grow spiritually.

The Flood

Parents and children, please plan to join us on August 20 at 9:45 a.m. in the Children’s Ministry Suite. Once children have met
their new Godly Play Guides and are engaged in fun activities with their Sunday School friends, parents are invited to join Ms.
Natalie to take a tour of the Godly Play Rooms and to learn more about our Sunday morning routine and schedule, the many ways
children can serve in worship and be a part of the outreach mission of the church, as well as upcoming events for children and families.

Godly Play Core Training, June 2017

Sunday Mornings for our Little Ones
As we return to our regular worship schedule on August 13, the nursery will be available to our infants, toddlers, and preschoolers from
8:30 a.m. - 12:15 p.m. We have been very lucky to have such a kind and committed nursery staff for many years. I am so grateful to Ms.
Wendi Finch, Ms. Rita Raines and Ms. Mary Smith for their leadership, partnership, and love of this ministry. We will certainly miss
Ms. Wendi as we begin this new year, but the nursery remains in good
hands with Ms. Rita continuing to serve as our Baby Room lead and Ms.
Mary leading the Nursery Playroom and Sunday School for our toddlers
and preschoolers. We will also have Ms. Robin Smith, Ms. Claire Hurley,
and Ms. Caylee Morrell returning to work in the nursery as they begin
another school year at the University of Georgia.
Rita Raines, Mary Smith, Robin Smith, Claire Hurley, Caylee Morrell

In addition to our nursery staff, we encourage church members to lend an extra hand in the nursery on Sunday mornings. Not
only does it help provide a safe and nurturing environment for our children, but it is also a wonderful opportunity for members
to meet and get to know our children and their families.
Ms. Melinda DeMaria has been serving on the Children’s Ministries Team as well as serving as our Nursery Volunteer Scheduler for
the past two years. Melinda has ensured that every Sunday morning, church member volunteers are ready to help with our little ones
and assist our nursery staff. She also serves on the Pastor Nominating Committee and as the work of this committee moves forward,
she will be rolling off of the Children’s Ministries Team and finishing up her time as Nursery Volunteer Scheduler at the end of the
summer. Her service to our children and families has been invaluable and I am grateful for her partnership!
I am excited to announce that Ms. Jennifer Abbott will be joining the Children’s Ministries Team and will be
our new Nursery Volunteer and Staff Coordinator. She will coordinate nursery volunteers and staff and will also
serve as our nursery greeter, welcoming our children and parents to the nursery on Sunday mornings.
Thank you FPC family for the many ways that you support Children’s Ministries and for loving our children!
Natalie Bishop, Director of Children’s Ministries

Jennifer Abbott

Blessing of the Backpacks & Honoring Ms. Wendi Finch
August 6, 10:00 a.m.

The 2017-2018 school year is right around the corner. We invite all of our children to bring
their backpacks to be blessed in worship.
Also, Ms. Wendi Finch is retiring after almost ten years as our Nursery Coordinator. We will
recognize her in worship, with a special reception to follow the service in Fellowship Hall.

Youth Ministry News
Writing this update at Montreat overlooking Lake Susan could not be a better
place to reflect on our plans for the youth program this year. Feelings of hope
and renewal and peace inevitably come to all who cross through the Montreat
gate. I want to carry these feelings back to Athens, and so am borrowing this
year’s Youth Conference theme, “A Missing Peace,” for our youth program as
well. It is written, “blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called
children of God.” – Matthew 5:9

Lake Susan at Montreat
There are some exciting things happening in the youth program
this year! On Sunday mornings, we will have three different
Sunday School classes, and will meet all together once a month
for a time of fellowship and service.
Anderson Auditorium for Montreat Youth Conference
MIDDLE SCHOOL – re:form
Lounging on bean bags, our MS class will use the re:form curriculum - 		
creative, funny, animated videos and group activities, to engage in tough
faith questions. For example, “Is the Holy Spirit a person or wind or fire
or what?” This will be an active, constantly-changing class for 6th, 7th,
and 8th graders.
CONFIRMATION – CnC (Confirm not Conform)
Confirmation is open to all 9th graders and older who have not yet been confirmed. This will be a yearlong class during the Sunday School hour. An informational meeting for both parents and youth will
be held on Sunday, August 13, at 5:00 p.m. Also, save the date for our confirmation retreat August 25-27.
Please email me at kness@firstpresathens.org to “confirm” your participation!
HIGH SCHOOL – d365 and Children’s Church Leadership
The demands of high school often feel overwhelming, but finding just a
few minutes each day to connect to God can help lighten the load. 		
D365.org is an app that sends daily devotions to your phone encouraging
you to pause-listen-think-pray-go on a different verse from scripture. 		
On Sundays, we’ll look back to see how these devotions impacted our
week, and dig a little deeper into the scripture. Once a month, we will
work with Ms. Natalie to help plan and lead the Children’s Church program
during the 11:00 a.m. worship service.
SUNDAY NIGHTS – Youth group will split into Middle School and High
School, with each meeting at their own time, but sharing a meal together. We will
join together once a month for big events including the 30 Hour Famine, Ski Trip,
Youth Sunday, and service opportunities. More information about our Sunday night
youth program, retreats, and summer 2018 will be provided at our kickoff potluck
pool party on Sunday, August 20 at 5:30 p.m. at The Hill.
For more information on the youth ministries of FPC Athens, please contact me
at kness@firstpresathens.org.
Kim Ness, Director of Youth Ministries

		

		
		

SUNDAY NIGHT SCHEDULE

5:00-5:30
5:30-6:30
			
6:30-7:00
7:00-8:30

Celebration Singers
Middle School youth group
*study hall set up for HS choir members
Combined MS/HS dinner
High School youth group

2016 - 2017 Adult Sunday School Classes
Classes Resume August 20, 9:45 a.m.
Everyone is invited to join a Sunday School class any time. If you aren’t currently
attending Sunday School, fall is the perfect time to try out a new class.
Christian Issues Class
Room 310, coordinated by Sandy Boyles
Study of the book, Half Truths by Adam Hamilton

Flower Dedications
The following dates are available to
dedicate flowers for Sunday worship:
August 13 and September 3. The
cost for two arrangements is $100.
Please contact Lucy Bell, lbell@
firstpresathens.org or (706) 543-4338
to schedule a date.

June Financial
Information
Total June Revenue
Budgeted June Revenue
Total Revenue YTD

$85,934
$89,946
$660,462

Total June Expenses
Budgeted June Expenses
Total Expenses YTD

$124,384
$129,140
$658,779

Connections Class
Room 303, led by Jean Martin-Williams, Jay Holloway, Mark McConnell, and
Robbie Bryan
Study of various topics from “The Thoughtful Christian”
Inquirers Class
Moses Waddel Room, led by Carla Buss and Carl Bergmann
Thoughtful introspection and lively group discussion covering contemporary issues
and daily Christian living
Wayne F. Middendorf Men’s Bible Class
Tinsley Stern Bride’s Room, led by John Kipp
Study of Matthew with an introduction and then continuing with chapter 8
New Voices
Room 302, led by Lewis Hudgins, Christine Register, Erik Ness
Study of the book, Short Stories by Jesus by Amy-Jill Levine
W.D. Hooper Bible Class
Room 309, led by Richard Stone
Study of John with other books of the New Testament to follow
Women’s Bible Class
Room 301, led by Wanda Wilcox
Study of Micah, one of the minor prophets, followed by a study of Hebrews

Behind the Scenes

Looking Ahead
September 5-9
Pictorial Directory Photos
September 10
All-Church Picnic
September 13
Wed@First Resumes
September 17 & 24
New Member Class
October 1
The Wayne F. Middendorf
Memorial Concert Series presents
Organist Marilyn Keiser
October 7
Blessing of the Animals
October 15
Choir Dedication Sunday
October 15-22
IHNA Host Week

We have a wonderful staff that is supported by many volunteers contributing their time
to enhance our worship and fellowship experience. What kinds of things do they do?
Many of these things are almost invisible to most of us because they are “behind the
scenes.” But the visible fruits of their labor are needed, useful, and enjoyed by all of
us. They do not do these things as part of a church committee or commission, but as
individuals who have seen a need and give. Please check out more “Behind the Scenes”
in up-coming Columns issues to “meet” them and learn more about what they do.
Glad you’re reading the church newsletter! After the staff receives
all the information and prints it, there are still things to do before it
is ready to be mailed to members of our congregation. They have
to be folded and have sticky closure seals added to the sides so they
won’t be torn in the mail.
Not done, yet! They still have to be addressed, individually, with
address labels (we’re glad the labels are selfOrlean Castronis
adhesive ones!), counted, and sorted by zip code. Who does this
each month? Orlean Castronis and Pat and Faye Marshall. Help
with the seals also comes from Tanna Nicholson and Elaine Thacker.
In addition to their help with the newsletter, they make sure the
bulletins are folded for our worship services each week and placed
Faye & Pat Marshall in the choir room, narthex, and passed out to staff members. Please
thank them for their unfailing service.
If you have suggestions for other volunteers who keep things working “Behind the
Scenes” please let me know at evjstewart@charter.net or 706-543-2071.
Ella Stewart, Chair, Fellowship & Evangelism Commission

SAM Sunday:
Aug 1 Michelle Gordon, Kay Spencer
Aug 2 John Brantley, Luke Christie,
Linda DeWitt, Adrienne White
Aug 3 Lauren Cook, Ian Hardin,
Brendan Stephens, Deniz Ward
Aug 4 Woody Barton II, Gene
Bennett, Vic Crosby, Carol
Dolson, Dick Ferguson,
Chelsea Randolph
Aug 5 Ann Bascle, Jim Boyles, Jr.,
Jim Scanlon, Whitney Wiggins
Aug 6 Joseph Clarke
Aug 7 Aurora Compton, Marie
Garrison, Glenn Gerhardt
Aug 8 Pratt Ferguson, Jeanne Wesson
Aug 10 Susan Boatwright, Kristen
Carter, Emily Humphreys,
Jason Parker, Leslye Queen,
Lawty Stephens, Jr.
Aug 11 Carla Buss, Barbara Comfort,
Barbara Sawyer
Aug 12 Wes Clarke, Massey
McConnell, Judy Young
Aug 13 Bear Calvo, Ed Simpson
Aug 14 Bob Croft, Lorenzo Fischetti,
Reid Messich, Richard Williams
Aug 15 Celeste Covington, Joy
Holloway, Frances King,
Jacki Macker,

Aug 15 Claudia O’Steen, Mickey
Register, Mary Seagraves,
Lizzy Simmons
Aug 17 Bash Balogun, Katherine Kipp,
Jayne Mendenhall
Aug 18 Kevin Wier
Aug 19 Rob Phares, Thomas Sperr
Aug 20 Gordon Bradwell, Betsy
Canfield, Grace Ferguson,
Joan Fischer, Harold Short
Aug 21 Stephen Humphreys, Fiona
Morris, Betty Shuford
Aug 22 Shannon Bolt, Camille
Hayes, Olivia Lilliston, Mimi
Middendorf
Aug 23 Lane Holloway
Aug 24 Elizabeth Chaffin, Denise
LaBoon
Aug 25 Charlie Hadaway, Jr., Betty
Horne, Kate MacMillan
Aug 26 Beth Butler, Wanda Neislar
Aug 27 Debby Carter, Jeannie Heath,
Rachel Hollifield
Aug 28 Shannon Ferguson, Margaret
Loard, Terry Nestor
Aug 29 Allison Thurston
Aug 30 Don Lowe, Ken Park,
Karen Allen
Aug 31 Ben Davis, Mary Ann Harriman

In Memoriam
Judy Thomas Crawford
1945-2017
Our Church Family
Congratulations to:
Andrew and Lindsay Griffeth on the birth of their son, Sawyer William Griffeth
on June 28, 2017. Sawyer is the great-grandson of Caryl Woosley
Gabe Padgett and Kristen Little who were married July 1, 2017
in Rockmart, Georgia. Gabe is the son of Lee and Becky Padgett.
Mike Castronis on the publication of his book, A Football Story.
Sam Thomas on the publication of his book, The Legion’s Fighting Bulldog,
co-edited with Vince Dooley.
Christian Sympathy to:
Wanda Beckett Caldwell and family on the loss of her husband,
Daniel “Dan” Ralston Caldwell.

Celebrating our
Senior Adult Ministry
August 27
Please join us for worship at
either 8:45 a.m. or 11:00 a.m.
as we honor our senior saints.
A reception in Fellowship Hall
will follow the 11:00 a.m. service. Note, we are purposefully
not defining “senior” or “older”!
However, we are all “saints,” so
do plan to come celebrate!

Bible Readings
on Wisdom Taught,
Learned & Lived
Aug
Aug
Aug
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Aug
Aug
Aug
Aug
Aug
Aug
Aug
Aug
Aug
Aug
Aug
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Aug
Aug
Aug
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3
4
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7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31

Deut. 6:4-9
Isaiah 2:2-4
Matthew 7:24-29
Psalm 25:1-4
James 1:5-8
Colossians 3:16-17
John 1:1-5
Proverbs 1:1-7
Exodus 18:13-20
Titus 3:8, 14
Acts 2:41-42
Mark 6:1-6
Psalm 8:1-9
1 Cor. 1:26-31
Hosea 14:8-9
Colossians 2:6-7
Psalm 143:5-8
Matthew 9:9-13
Jeremiah 24:4-7
James 3:13-18
Proverbs 17:27-28
Isaiah 11:1-5
Mark 4:1-9
Acts 5:40-42
Isaiah 1:16-17
Romans 16:19-20
Proverbs 22:17-21
Deut. 4:5-8
Ephesians 1:3-10
Revelation 7:9-12
Matthew 28:16-20
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Return Service Requested

Sundays at First Presbyterian Church
Sunday, August 6
Why Do We Pass the Buck?
Dr. Bruce Lancaster Preaching
Communion Sunday, Food Sunday
Sunday, August 13
Keepers of the Unbroken Circle
Dr. Bruce Lancaster Preaching
Sunday, August 20
A Friend of Jesus
Dr. Bruce Lancaster Preaching
Stephen Leader Commissioning
Sunday, August 27
If You Could Write Your Epitaph
Dr. Bruce Lancaster Preaching
SAM Sunday: Celebrating Our
Senior Adult Ministry

Summer Worship Schedule
Worship at 10:00 a.m.
Sunday School does not meet
in the summer.
Fall Worship Schedule Resumes
August 13
Worship at 8:45 & 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School Resumes for All Ages
August 20, 9:45 a.m.
Children’s Church
Children Pre-K through Grade 2 may leave with
Natalie Bishop, Director of Children’s Ministries,
during the 10:00 a.m. service (or 11:00 a.m.
beginning August 13) for Children’s Church in
the Godly Play Rooms.

