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Senior Adult Sunday
Sunday, August 28

Join us as we celebrate our roots on 
Senior Adult Sunday, August 28. 
Dr. John Kipp will be preaching at 
the 8:45 and 11:00 a.m. worship 
services. Everyone is invited to a 
reception following the 11:00 a.m. 
service in Fellowship Hall.

A Message from Carol

Dear Church Family,

If you have been in worship the last couple of weeks you have heard 
the theme, “Rooted & Reaching.” It conveys that our congregation is 
grounded (in the God revealed in Jesus Christ, in history and tradition, 
in the Bible, etc.) but also growing (in outreach, in membership, in 
new insights, in faith, etc.). We are stable but not stuck. We are open to 
change and new direction which we trust God will give us. “Rooted and 
Reaching” is an agricultural image and is reflected in many biblical texts 
including this verse: “Keep your roots deep in [Christ Jesus], build your 
lives on him, and become stronger in your faith, as you were taught. And 
be filled with thanksgiving.” Col. 2:7 (Good News Bible)

What makes a congregation’s roots and branches strong is, of course, the willingness of 
its members to participate - in worship, in service, in education, in fellowship. In a low-
commitment world where it’s easier to be a spectator or a lurker than a participant, it 
says a lot that our church is rooted and reaching. To put down roots means committing 
yourself. To become stronger in faith means taking risks and making sacrifices. How is 
God inviting you to deepen your roots and stretch your branches?

Enclosed in this newsletter is a “Ways to Serve” form. Read it over and check the items 
which shimmer for you. They are the ones that the Spirit is drawing your attention to, 
like leaves rustling on a tree. Bring your completed form to church with you on Sunday, 
August 14. Turn it in beside the wrought iron tree in the Atrium on your way to the Fall 
Kickoff Brunch or worship. There you will be given a leaf. Write your name on the leaf 
and hang it on the tree. Extra forms, in addition to a children’s version, will be available.

I can’t wait to see the tree covered in leaves, bearing the names of everyone willing to go 
deeper and grow taller in faith!

Grace and peace,
Carol Strickland, Associate Pastor

Food Sunday Benefiting 
the Athens-Area 

Emergency Food Bank

Sunday, August 7 we will be 
collecting non-perishable food 
items for the Athens-Area 
Emergency Food Bank. 

This month they are requesting:
Canned salmon

Rice (any size package)
Hot breakfast cereal (small boxes)

Thank you for donating 404 
items in July!

Rooted & Reaching 
Reflections

Elders from our session Commis-
sions are sharing their thoughts 
on our Rooted & Reaching 
theme during Sunday morning 
worship services. Please see 
FirstPresAthens.org for the notes 
from their reflections.

Fall Kickoff Brunch, 
Sunday, August 14

9:45 a.m.

Join us on August 14 at 9:45 a.m. for the congregation-
wide Fall Kickoff Brunch in Fellowship Hall as we 
resume two worship services and look forward to the 
beginning of our fall activities. Please bring your Ways 
to Serve forms with you.We hope you will choose 
many ways to be involved in the life of the church. 



Choir Rehearsals Resume:

  ChaNCel Choir  Wednesday, August 10  6:30 p.m.  Adults
  haNdbell Choir  Monday, August 15  5:30 p.m.  Youth & Adults
  Cherub Choir  Sunday, August 21   4:00 p.m.  Age 4 - Grade 1
  st. aNdrews Choir     4:00 p.m.  Grade 2 - Grade 5
  CelebratioN siNgers     5:00 p.m.  Grade 6 - Grade 12

For more information please visit FirsPresAthens.org or contact John Coble (jcoble@firstpresathens.org or 706-543-4338).

Music Notes

As I write this, it is the middle of July. It’s hard to think of summer 
winding down and regular season fall activities starting up, but that 
time is fast approaching. For now, it’s still summer, and it’s been a 
good one. There have been many learning experiences for me, both 
expected and unexpected. 

At the Montreat Worship & Music Conference, I expected to learn 
things in the classes I attended, in singing in the choir, and in wor-
ship. I also had a chance to stock up on books and music for the 
year to come. One of the books I purchased is Paul Westermeyer’s, 
Church Musicians: Reflections on Their Call, Craft, History, and Chal-
lenges. Westermeyer explains that the church, in an attempt to be 
more appealing to the masses, is too often tempted to imitate some 
“less than wonderful” aspects of our culture. One is the emphasis on 
the individual at the expense of a community of people, following 
the “what’s in it for me?” attitude. In an attempt at self-preservation, 

the church tries to force everyone into the church’s pews. In our frantic attempt to keep our churches healthy and increase 
our numbers and our financial resources, in too many churches we end up manipulating people with what is thought to 
be music that will attract the masses. This manipulation is the antithesis of the church’s work. The church lives by grace, 
announces the Word of God, and hopefully puts it into action. According to Westermeyer, “Self-preservation is not the 
church’s concern. Jesus promises to be with us to the end of time (Matthew 28:20), so that’s taken care of.” 

Church musicians are not called to be individual stars or stage personalities. We 
are called to serve a community. Westermeyer writes about church music, “It is 
not a manipulative sales jingle calculated to get people to do something, like join 
the church. It is possible to imitate the culture and use music that way, but that is 
wrong and counter-productive. It may momentarily attract people – may, although 
that is not guaranteed. In the long run, however, it will empty the pews because 
people will figure out they have been duped. They will realize that the Christian 
faith is not about being drawn in by some kind of music or any other manipulative 
ploy, but is about the way of the cross, and that the Christian faith is not about 
what turns my crank, but about serving my neighbor.” 

While on vacation this summer, I had an unexpected learning experience. Like many others, my family took a trip to the 
coast. We sat in restaurants overlooking marinas with fishing boats on the water, eating what one would assume to be fresh 
seafood brought in on those same fishing boats. Most of what we were eating was not local fresh seafood, but farm raised fish 
and crab, some of it imported from other countries. In gift shops we looked at decorations made of sea shells, again appearing 
to be arts and crafts made locally, but a quick look at the tag showed they were also imported. While I did enjoy our time at 
the beach, there were times when I felt duped. It all looked very nice, but it was not real. It made me think of the church. 
Of all places, the church should be where we can find authenticity, where things and people are real, even if imperfect. Our 
music is sung by real voices and played on real instruments without the aid of “auto-tune” or unnatural amplification. May 
our music, our worship, and our church always be the real thing.

Soli Deo Gloria (to God be the Glory)
John Coble, Director of Music and Organist

Ten youth and adults from FPC attended the Montreat Music & 
Worship Conference in June.

After the closing concert at the Montreat 
Worship & Music Conference



Outreach Spotlight

Presbyterian Student Center
Sunday nights provide a special opportunity for church members 
to hang out with university students at the Presbyterian Student 
Center – and provide dinner! We provide meals three times 
each semester for 25-30 University of Georgia students. The 
coordinator for First Presbyterian Church is Sydney Jackson. The 
coordinator for the Student Center is First Presbyterian elder 

Leslye Queen, who serves as assistant to PSC Campus Minister Andy Cooke.

The Presbyterian Student Center provides the drinks, plates, and cutlery, and the 
students help with the setup and clean up. 

“The biggest treat for those preparing the meal is the time spent visiting with the 
students and Andy,” Sydney says. “I encourage all of those providing the meal to stay 
and eat and catch up with the students and what’s going on in their lives, as well as 
learning more about the Student Center.”

Contact Syney Jackson (sydneyjackson@hotmail.com or 706-614-6216) if you would 
like to help for the fall semester.

Denise Horton, Co-Chair, Mission & Outreach Commission

IHN Host Week
Thank you to all of our kind and generous Interfaith Hospitality Network volunteers 
who helped so graciously during our host week at the end of July. You supported this 
program by offering help, hope and hospitality. Some of 
you brought food, served as evening hosts and overnight 
hosts, or did laundry and drove the van. Your continuous 
support is greatly appreciated.

IHN Coordinating Team
Our new 2017 Interfaith Hospitality Network Coordinating 
Team is coming together with Patty Whiten and Michelle 
Clendenen-Shaw as our new co-coordinators. We still need a few more volunteers. If 
you would like to help or for more information please email me (terrynestor@hotmail.com). 
Thank you for supporting this important ministry of our church.

Terry Nestor, Co-Coordinator, IHN

Arcane Information about the Bible – Devotional

The Septuagint (abbreviated LXX) is a Greek translation of the Hebrew Old Testament prepared about 200 BCE for the great 
library at Alexandria, Egypt. It gets its name from the 35 pairs of rabbis who worked to create the translation. The legend is 
that each pair worked independently to prepare its rendering of the Hebrew text. The rabbis knew that their work had been 
inspired because when the results were compared, lo, all 35 translations were identical.

What interests me is that when these Biblical scholars translated the Hebrew word tob (which means “good”) in the creation 
story of Genesis 1, they had a choice between two Greek words: agathos (“good”) and kalos (“good” or “beautiful”). I like to 
think that they chose kalos because they wanted to emphasize the divine perspective: at each stage of creation God saw that the 
world was “beautiful.”

Of course the world that we see is not always beautiful. But since I think the work of creation is not yet finished, since I think 
human beings partner with God in the ongoing work of creation, I believe our task is to create beauty, to add beauty to the 
world, to affirm beauty over ugliness. We do that, I think, not only by our art, music and literature, but by our behavior, by 
our ethical choices, by our acts of kindness and love.

Genesis 1 is a summons and call for all of us to continue making this world a place of beauty. May it be so!

John Kipp, Parish Associate

Donations for 
the Sparrow’s Nest

Athens Comedy is preparing 
hygiene kits and summer clothes 
for Sparrow’s Nest clients. They 
are requesting donations of 
toothpaste, toothbrushes, floss, 
soap, deodorant, and razors. 

They also request new men’s 
underwear in XX and XXX for 
briefs, L and XL for boxers, new 
women’s underwear in various 
sizes, summer clothes, as well as 
sheets and light blankets.

Sparrow’s Nest is a Christian 
ministry center that provides 
food, clothes, and other services 
to at-risk children, youth, 
families and homeless clients. 
For more information on 
the Sparrow’s Nest please see 
sparrowsnestmission.org.

Please bring donations to the 
church office by Monday, 
August 15.



Children’s Ministry Update

Before we begin a new year in Children’s Ministry, I want to thank our Renovation Team Members Leslie Trier (Chair), 
Melinda DeMaria, Jerris Hayes, Ann Jones, Karen Phillips, and Jim Scanlon for all of their hard work over the past year and 
for their continued commitment to our children. Our Children’s Ministry continues to grow and thrive and that is with 
BIG THANKS to our Renovation Team, as well as the many volunteers who helped support our children over this past 
year. It truly takes a village! 

Now we are looking forward to another great year for our children! We have a super group of volunteers making up our 
new Children’s Ministry Team: Sarah Bryan, Melinda DeMaria, Matt and Lisa Jones, Kendall Kookegey, Shelly Parker, 
Karen Phillips, Jim Scanlon, and Laura Toney. In addition, we will begin Godly Play in Children’s Church as well as in our 
3rd-5th Grade Sunday School. 

According to the Godly Play Foundation, “Godly Play 
is a creative and imaginative approach to Christian 
nurture. Godly Play is about understanding how each of 
the stories of God’s people connects with the child’s own 
experience and relationship with God. Godly Play respects 
the innate spirituality of children and encourages curiosity 
and imagination in experiencing the mystery and joy of 
God.” (www.godlyplayfoundation.org)

During Vacation Bible School, the children were introduced 
to our new Godly Play Room located on the second floor 
of the Tinsley-Stern Building across from the church 
library. It was an amazing experience watching all of the 
children truly embrace their own “little sanctuary” and 
fully engage in the stories of creation and baptism. 

I am very excited to begin Godly Play for our children! It is such a 
simple yet powerful curriculum and promises to reach our children as 
well as whoever is involved. If you are interested in learning more about 
Godly Play, please visit their website (www.godlyplayfoundation.org). 
However, the best way to learn about Godly Play is to experience 
it. So that all of you can understand what our children are learn-
ing and how they are learning it, we will begin a Godly Play series 
for adults from 5:00 - 5:45 p.m. during our Wednesdays @ First 
programs this fall. More details to follow.

I hope all of you have enjoyed a fun and safe summer. I look forward 
to seeing all of our children’s sweet smiling faces in the coming 
weeks!

Exploring the baptism story in the new Godly Play room during VBS

Blessing of the Backpacks
August 7, 10:00 a.m.

The 2016-2017 school year is right around the corner. We would like to 
invite all of our children to bring their backpacks to be blessed on Sun-
day, August 7 at the 10:00 a.m. worship service. We hope everyone has a 
wonderful start to the new school year! 

Experiencing Godly Play during VBSNatalie Bishop, Director of Children’s Ministries



Youth Mission Trip Reflections

July 5-9th, our church sent 14 youth and 3 adults to Broad Street Ministry in 
Philadelphia, PA for our youth mission trip. In a week filled with national news of 
fear and sadness, I was blessed to be surrounded by 65 youth spreading God’s love 
through radical hospitality to All of God’s people – the hungry, the homeless, the 
addicts, the mentally ill, the young, the old. We were all changed by God Moments 
from our week:

On Thursday, one of our groups was walking through City Hall and came across a man with 
a sign. It said, “if the two men looked like me (he was white), would they have been shot? I 
am praying for our country.” Our group went and sat down and prayed with him. Afterwards, 
an African American woman came up to us and said “God Bless You. I’m praying for your 
safety on your journey.” In a time when our problems seem too big, I felt fulfilled because I was 
praying for change in the world. And God answers prayers. – Ellen Corry and Kathy Bangle

“He answered, ‘You shall love the Lord your God 
with all your heart, and with all your soul, and 
with all your strength, and with all your mind; 

and your neighbor as yourself.’” Luke 10:27

Kim Ness, Director of Youth Ministries

Lunch preparation at Breaking Bread, where guests 
are served restaurant style with dignity and love 

Emily Gaskill and Ann Harper Covington 
working in the community garden

A moment for me was when my neighborhood group served lunch with Breaking Bread to the 
guests of Broad Street Ministry. I was extremely nervous. When they assigned us our jobs, 
I got the job of busser/server in Section 2. There were two other volunteers, named Becky 
and Rachel, who volunteer there often and they were so kind and loving to me. They were so 
passionate about serving the guests. They showed the same Christ-like love to the homeless 
men and women as they showed me. Breaking Bread helped me to see that the most vulnerable 
people are no different than us, with talents, hopes and dreams. We are all one family.
 – Erin Osborne and Jay Bangle

Youth This Fall

August 21 Join us in The PIT at 9:45 a.m. as we begin a new Sunday School year!
middle sChool will be using a multi-media curriculum called re:form that will keep us laughing while we learn more 
about the foundation of our Christian belief. This class will be led by Kim Ness. high sChool will be using a small group 
model to address issues of today using the PC(USA) lectionary curriculum, Feasting on the Word. Alyssa Standard will be 
the primary facilitator.

August 21 Youth/Parent BBQ Kick-Off from 6:00 - 7:30 p.m.
All youth and parents are asked to attend our kick off BBQ in Fellowship Hall. I’ll have calendars, forms, sign ups, and talk 
about some exciting things we have planned for the coming year and how parents can help!

August 27-28 Fall Retreat
To start our year off, we are heading up to the Ocoee River for a weekend of rafting, high ropes, teambuilding, and lots of 
fellowship. This trip is for both middle and high school youth.



Flower Dedications 

The following dates are available 
to dedicate flowers for Sunday 
worship: August 14, 21 and 
28, September 4, 11 and 25. 
The cost for two arrangements 
is $100. Please contact Lucy 
Bell, (706) 543-4338 or lbell@
firstpresathens.org, to schedule 
a date.

PW Horizons
Bible Study Overview

August 7, 11:05 a.m.

Carol Strickland will be 
previewing the new PW Bible 
Study, Who Is Jesus? What a 
Difference a Lens Makes by Judy 
Siker, on August 7 at 11:05 a.m. in 
the Fellowship Hall breakout area.

Everyone is invited to join a Sunday School class any time. If you aren’t currently 
attending Sunday School, fall is the perfect time to try out a new class.

Christian Issues Class
Room 310, coordinated by Alicia McCartney
Study and analysis focusing on biblical principles as found in scripture and their 
application to our lives.

Connections Class
Room 303, led by Margaret Davis
Will study the book Making Sense of the Bible by Adam Hamilton

Inquirers Class
Moses Waddel Room, led by Carla Buss and Carl Bergmann
Thoughtful introspection and lively group discussion covering contemporary issues 
and daily Christian living. 

Men’s Bible Study
Tinsley Stern Bride’s Room, led by John Kipp
Sagas of Jacob and Joseph from Genesis

New Voices
Room 302, led by Lewis Hudgins, Christine Register, Erik Ness
Study of the book, New Voices by Rachel Held Evans

W.D. Hooper Bible Class
Room 309, led by Richard Stone
Will begin with the Book of John with other books of the New Testament to follow.

Women’s Bible Class
Room 301, led by Wanda Wilcox and Julie Sanks
Will begin by looking at the last four chapters of the Gospel of Luke; other books of 
scripture will follow.

2016 - 2017 Adult Sunday School Classes
Classes Start on August 21, 9:45 a.m.

June Financial
Information

Total June Revenue $91,781
Budgeted June Revenue $88,757
Total Revenue YTD $600,840

Total June Expenses $107,978
Budgeted June Expenses $119,615
Total Expenses YTD $644,729

Couples’ Small Group Organizational Meeting
August 14, 12:05 p.m.

Any couples interested in participating in a small group, please meet Paula-
Frances and Greg Price in Fellowship Hall after the 11:00 a.m. worship service 
on Sunday, August 14. Bring your calendar and ideas.



Congratulations:
 To David and Alice Marshall Esary on the birth of their son, Marshall Evan 

Esary, on June 22, 2016. Marshall is the grandson of Drew and Sheila Marshall.
 To Kevin and Elizabeth Stemke on the birth of their son, Oliver Fitzgerald 

Stemke, on June 24, 2016.
 To Katie Bennewitz and Brian Bromwell on the birth of their daughter, Lucinda 

Hale Bromwell, on July 7, 2016. Lucinda is the granddaughter of Jim and Laura 
Bennewitz.

 To Phillip S. Avery III, who graduated from Columbia University with a Ph.D. 
in Neuroscience. Phillip is the grandson of Kay Avery and the nephew of Liddell 
and Lewis Bartlett, Jr.

In the Hospital:
 Janet Carter, Emory University

Home from the Hospital:
 Nonie Hale

Aug 1 Michelle Gordon, Keila Porras 
Allen, Kay Spencer

Aug 2 John Brantley, Linda DeWitt,
Aug 3 Lauren Cook, Ian Hardin, 

Brendan Stephens, Deniz Ward
Aug 4 Woody Barton II, Gene Bennett, 

Vic Crosby, Carol Dolson, Dick 
Ferguson, Sr., David Maxwell

Aug 5 Ann Bascle, Jim Boyles, Jr., Jim 
Scanlon, Whitney Wiggins

Aug 6 Joseph Clarke, Harvey Sugiuchi
Aug 7 Aurora Compton, Marie 

Garrison, Glenn Gerhardt
Aug 8 Jerry Stafford, Jr., Jeanne 

Wesson
Aug 10 Susan Boatwright, Kristen 

Carter, Emily Humphreys, 
Jason Parker, Leslye Queen, 
Lawty Stephens, Jr.

Aug 11 Carla Buss, Barbara Comfort, 
Barbara Sawyer

Aug 12 Wes Clarke, Judy Young
Aug 13 Bear Calvo, Ed Simpson
Aug 14 Bob Croft, Lorenzo Fischetti, 

Reid Messich, Richard Williams
Aug 15 Celeste Covington, Joy 

Holloway, Frances King, Jacki 
Macker, Claudia O’Steen, 
Mickey Register, Mary 
Seagraves, Lizzy Simmons

Aug 16 Camille Flurry, Abby Parks, 
Grayson Stafford

Aug 17 Bash Balogun, Katherine 
Kipp, Jayne Mendenhall

Aug 18 Marny Perry, Kevin Wier
Aug 19 Rob Phares, Thomas Sperr
Aug 20 Gordon Bradwell, Betsy 

Canfield, Joan Fischer, Alicia 
McCartney, Harold Short

Aug 21 Landon Castelman, Stephen 
Humphreys, Fiona Morris, 
Tim Raser, Betty Shuford

Aug 22 Camille Hayes, Olivia 
Lilliston, Mimi Middendorf, 
Stephanie Streer

Aug 23 Lane Holloway
Aug 24 Elizabeth Chaffin, Denise 

LaBoon
Aug 25 Charlie Hadaway, Jr., Betty 

Horne, Kate MacMillan, 
Elinor Terrell

Aug 26 Beth Butler, Wanda Neislar
Aug 27 Debby Carter, Rachel 

Griffeth, Jeannie Heath
Aug 28 Margaret Loard, Sam 

Mansfield, Terry Nestor
Aug 29 Allison Thurston
Aug 30 Karen Allen, Don Lowe, Ken 

Park
Aug 31 Ben Davis, Mary Ann Harriman

Aug  1 Judges 6:25-40
Aug  2 Acts 3:1-11
Aug  3 John 1:29-42
Aug  4 Judges 8:22-35
Aug  5 Acts 4:13-31
Aug  6 John 2:13-25
Aug  7 Judges 11:1-11
Aug  8 Acts 5:12-26
Aug  9 John 3:22-36
Aug  10 Judges 13:15-24
Aug  11 Acts 6:15-7:16
Aug  12 John 4:43-54
Aug  13 Judges 16:1-14
Aug  14 2 Cor 13:1-11
Aug  15 John 5:19-29
Aug  16 Judges 18:1-15
Aug  17 Acts 8:14-25
Aug  18 John 6:16-27
Aug  19 Job 2:1-13
Aug  20 Acts 9:10-19
Aug  21 Mark 6:1-6
Aug  22 Job 4:1-5:11
Aug  23 Acts 9:32-43
Aug  24 John 7:1-13
Aug  25 Job 8:1-10
Aug  26 Acts 10:34-48
Aug  27 John 8:12-20
Aug  28 Job 11:1-9
Aug  29 Acts 11:19-30
Aug  30 John 8:33-47
Aug  31 Job 14:1-22

Bible Readings

Our Church Family

Sympathy:

 To Chuck Hunt, whose father 
Jim Iverson Hunt passed away 
on July 6, 2016.

 To Amy Cowsert, whose 
father Robert Eugene Argo, Jr. 
passed away on July 7, 2016.

 To Tommy Jackson, whose 
mother Betty Mann Newton 
passed away on July 10, 2016.
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Return Service Requested

Sundays at First Presbyterian Church

Sunday, August 7
An Unexpected Hour

The Rev. Andy Cooke Preaching
Food Sunday/Communion Sunday

Sunday, August 14
The Rev. Bob Googe Preaching

Sunday, August 21
The Lord’s Prayer:

7. Deliver Us
Dr. Carol Strickland Preaching

Sunday, August 28
If It Ain’t Broke

Dr. John Kipp Preaching
Senior Adult Sunday

Summer Worship Schedule
Worship at 10:00 a.m.

Sunday School does not meet.

Fall Worship Schedule Resumes
August 14

Worship at 8:45 & 11:00 a.m.

Sunday School Resumes for All Ages
August 21, 9:45 a.m.

Children’s Church
Children, ages 4 through Grade 2, 

may leave the 10:00 a.m./11:00 a.m. service 
after the children’s message for activities in 

the Children’s Ministry Suite.


