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Bruce’s Blog

My Friends,

Words are powerful.  

Words can damage: words from teachers, parents, friends, 
   from the not-so-friendly; words that hurt, knock you down,
   kick you while you’re down.

Words can be miracles: words that help, words that heal,
   words that come at unexpected times and 
   carry unexpected blessings; words that lift you up and put
   a smile on your face; the right word at the right time that makes life good!

What I want to think about are some 
    four-letter words (no, not those four-letter words; even though
    they get a lot of use and some say it makes them feel good
    to use them; they’re junk words in the e-mail of life: delete them!)

The four-letter words I want to give you have to do with LIFE,
    and you could add another 4-letter word to that for the GOOD LIFE.

First of all, it’s a matter of being FREE…
    FREE to MAKE your LIFE a HARD LIFE or a SOFT LIFE,
    FAKE or REAL, NICE or MEAN; to TAKE or GIVE; 
    to HAVE, to WANT; to HATE or FEAR;
    FREE to STOP or STAY or WAIT.

Of course, we all have TIME…
    TIME to say, “I WILL, I WILL LIVE
    to WISH, to DARE, to RISK, to GROW,
    to PLAN, to PRAY, to READ, to PLAY,
    to WORK, to REST, to TALK, to SING,
    to HEAR, to CARE, to HOPE, to HELP,
    to MAKE a HOME.

And the greatest of all the four-letter words: LOVE.

You are FREE to spend your TIME with LOVE.

Thanks and blessings,
Bruce Lancaster, Interim Senior Pastor

Save the Date
April 1

Easter Services & Brunch
April 8

Honduras Lasagna Pick-up
April 8 & 15

New Member Class
April 11 & 25

The Bookless Book Group
April 15

Presbyterian Women 
Birthday Luncheon

April 20-22
Women’s Retreat

April 29
Youth Sunday

The Wayne F. Middendorf 
Memorial Concert Series

Dr. John Coble 
& Mrs. Geneva Stonecipher

May 6
Scottish Reformation Sunday

May 6-13
IHNA Host Week

May 13
Mother’s Day

High School Graduate
 Recognition

May 20
Pentecost

Confirmation Sunday
May 27

Summer Schedule begins:
10:00 a.m. Worship 
No Sunday School
May 29-June 1

Vacation Bible School

Easter, April 1
Communion Sunday, Food Sunday

Worship Service, 8:45 a.m.
Easter Brunch, Fellowship Hall, 9:30 a.m.

Worship Service, 11:00 a.m.



Music Notes
As I write this, the month of April seems far away, but is fast 
approaching. I am looking forward to it, but also anxious about 
it. At a conference in September, I heard an organ and brass piece 
I didn’t know. I decided to include it in our Easter prelude, so 
I’ve been practicing and learning it. I will be performing Haydn’s 
“Lord Nelson Mass” with a chorus at Piedmont College on 
April 21, playing the organ part along with an orchestra in dress 
rehearsal and performance, and playing the entire accompaniment 
on organ for an earlier rehearsal. I was also asked to do an organ 
and trumpet recital with a UGA doctoral student which will 
be April 10 in our church. Most of the music for that is new 
to me and quite challenging. And to finish the month, Geneva 
Stonecipher and I will present a recital on April 29 at 4:00 p.m. 
in our church, including more new pieces.

New and challenging things can be exciting but can also be a bit frightening. We say we want something new, but when 
actually faced with it, it’s tempting to retreat back into the old, familiar, easy ways. I may be nervous now, but I know these 
challenges will help me grow mentally, physically, and spiritually. I also know some people are facing challenges much bigger 
than learning new music. May God give us strength and courage to face our challenges and grow.

Soli Deo Gloria (To God alone be the Glory),
John Coble, Director of Music and Organist

April Fools!

Easter this year falls on April 1, April Fools’ Day, something that hasn’t 
happened since 1956 and won’t again until 2029. The coincidence made 
me remember reading about a custom in the early Greek Orthodox 
tradition. The day after Easter, people would gather in the sanctuary 
to tell stories, jokes, and anecdotes. The rationale was that this was the 
most fitting way to celebrate the big joke God had pulled on Satan in 
the resurrection, an April Fools’ prank, if you will. Easter Monday is still 
a public holiday in over a hundred countries (Orthodox, Catholic, and 
Protestant alike) with special festivities. It was a state holiday in my North Carolina childhood, 
although it was not begun out of any Christian piety but so that workers in Raleigh could 
take the day off to see rival colleges play baseball. 

Back in the fourth century, the theologians Gregory of Nyssa and St. Augustine set forth the idea of the cross and resurrection 
as God’s means of deceiving the devil, employing the analogies of fishhook and mousetrap. While the idea of a manipulating 
God, who uses Jesus as bait, and an easily fooled devil, don’t square well with me, I do like the idea of Easter as a time of 
laughter, celebration, and triumph. In some sense Easter is a divine joke. Death, which has reigned, is swallowed up. As 
Paul writes, “Where, O death, is your victory? Where, O death, is your sting?” (I Corinthians 15:55). God gets the last 
word and the last laugh.

As Ecclesiastes says, there is a time to laugh. And Easter is certainly that time. We need not fear the enemy death that is 
defeated.  We need not deny that we are dying, for now we are no longer threatened by it. We don’t have to cower before 
illness or pain because the worst thing that can happen to us is that we die, and so what! In Eugene O’Neill’s play Lazarus 
Laughed, the resurrected biblical character of Lazarus says at one point, “Laugh! Laugh with me at death! Death is dead! Fear 
is no more! There is only life! There is only laughter!”

May you have a joyous, laugh-filled Easter!

Carol Strickland, Associate Pastor

The Wayne F. Middendorf Memorial Concert Series 
presents

John Coble & Geneva Stonecipher
Concert Organists 

Sunday, April 29, 4:00 p.m.

First Presbyterian Church of Athens
                                               185 E. Hancock Ave.

                                                   Isaac Toney to Preach

We will welcome Isaac Toney back as our guest preacher on Sunday, April 15. Isaac is a Master of Divinity 
student at Candler School of Theology at Emory University in Atlanta and has been accepted as an Inquirer 
by the Northeast Georgia Presbytery. He graduated in May 2016 from Centre College in Danville, Kentucky, 
where he studied History and Religion with a focus in Christian ethics. Isaac grew up and was confirmed in 
our church and is the son of Chuck and Laura Toney.



FPC Members Travel to Haiti 
First Presbyterian Church entered into a partnership with the families of Northeast Haiti many years ago – our families working 
alongside their families. Our financial resources have been channeled through Athens-based Bethlehem Ministry. This 
organization and others worked with Episcopal Priest Pere Jean M. Bruno, and members of our community visited the people of 
his community, Terrier Rouge. They helped plan, design, build, and support a fully staffed clinic, a school which now has 1,200 
students, and an economic development engine, all of which seek to lift citizens out of poverty and create opportunities.

Our church’s affection for our friends in Haiti has never been stronger; those who travel there are 
blessed to witness this friendship’s strength and the improvement in the lives and conditions there.

Just ask Lee Epting, Chris Gazley, Bob Glasscock, Dan Horton, and Smith Wilson. They 
recently went to help finish a shade structure for the overflowing plant nursery, which can now 
grow 60,000 plants per year. The Haitian technical staff provides these plants to farmers, along 
with materials and expertise, not only to reclaim their land, but also to provide income crops.

A job well done, First Presbyterians! When you ask our travelers if our outreach funds are well 
spent in Haiti, they will tell you what they saw and felt. And they will tell you about the friends 
they met, and they will tell you that Haiti is a beautiful country filled with beautiful people. 

One Great Hour 
of Sharing, April 1

A gift to OGHS on Easter enables 
the church to share God’s love with 
our neighbors in need around the 
world by providing relief to those 
affected by natural disasters, food 
to the hungry, and empowerment 
to the poor and oppressed. Thank  
you for giving generously!

Food Sunday 
Sunday, April 1 we will be 
collecting non-perishable food 
items for the Athens-Area 
Emergency Food Bank. 

This month they are requesting:

w Hamburger Helper 
w pork & beans
w bagged dry beans

Thank you for donating 365 
items in March!

IHNA Host Week
May 6 - 13

Our Interfaith Hospitality Network of Athens outreach ministry is strong, thanks 
to a dedicated coordinating team and committed volunteers. We thank God for the 
opportunity to serve those in great need and, in serving, we’re immeasurably blessed as you 
can see in the snapshots (below) from our February host week. We hosted three precious 
moms and nine very active children including six who were ages two and under!!  We’re 
so grateful to our youth Sunday School classes (special shout out to Jordan!) for making 
many beautiful Valentine cards to present to our guests upon their arrival.  It was easy to 
tell that much time, thought, and love went into each one. The personal messages were 
touching and a great example of how important our youth are in our church’s ministries.  

We had sickness that affected both guests and volunteers and were especially thankful for 
many who worked hard, stepped up to fill last minute vacancies, and treated our guests 
as family throughout the week. In addition, we had the joy of celebrating a young guest’s 
birthday with a cookie cake party and the gift of a book. 

Our next host week begins May 6 and ends on Mother’s Day, May 13. Please go to 
the online calendar to choose a time to serve and email Patty Whiten (pattywhiten@
windstream.net) or sign up in the Atrium on Sunday. We hope to convince the talented 
Sunday School artists to create a few special Mother’s Day cards for that week!!

Michelle Clendenen-Shaw and Patty Whiten, IHNA Co-Coordinators

Beginning work on the nursery shade 
structure at Jatrofa Projenou

Cards and presents from our youth along with a guest’s thank you note

Pere Bruno on his farm Our friends, the Benjamin’s, 
making cassava bread

Relaxing after a long day Celebrating after shade 
structure completion

At the market



Children’s Ministry Update

Coming soon to a Children’s Ministry near you: VBS 2018, Maker Fun Factory! 
Mark your calendars with our Vacation Bible School Week, Tuesday, May 29 - Friday, June 1, 9:00 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. At Maker 
Fun Factory, children will learn they are created by God for a specific purpose, as well as have many opportunities to fully use their 
imaginations and let their creativity soar! Online Registration is now open! Register your child for this exciting week at First Pres! 

Over the past few years, Vacation Bible School at First Presbyterian Church has continued to grow to over one hundred 
children! So that we can provide these sweet children with lots of fun and safe activities, we need a large team of adult 
and youth volunteers. Please consider joining our WONDERFUL VBS VOLUNTEER TEAM! We have a variety of 
VBS volunteer needs, from help with set up, to snack duty, to Godly Play storytelling. If you are available to lend a hand, 
whether it is for one day or for the entire week of VBS, please contact me at natalie@firstpresathens.org or 706-543-4338. 

At Maker Fun Factory, the children will have many opportunities to create and build. In order for the children to be as creative 
as possible, we need your help with collecting a wide array of art supplies. Please continue to bring in the following items: yarn, 
buttons, pieces of fabric, aluminum “vegetable” food cans (not soda cans), aluminum coffee cans, cardboard round “Morton” 
salt containers, shoe boxes, tissue boxes, egg cartons, milk gallon tops, paper towel rolls, and toilet paper rolls. Bring these items 
to the Children’s Ministry Suite and place them in the VBS labeled storage containers next to the entrance of the staff kitchen. 
And thanks so much for all the items that have already been donated! Please keep them coming!

Easter, April 1, Services at 8:45 a.m. & 11:00 a.m. & Easter Brunch, 9:30 a.m. 
Please join us for Easter! During worship, children ages Pre K – 5th Grade are invited to remain in 
the sanctuary as we celebrate as a church family the risen Christ. We will not have Children’s Church. 
Nursery/childcare will be available for infants – four year olds. All are invited to enjoy Easter Brunch 
during the Sunday School hour in Fellowship Hall. 

Summer Camps & Wonderful Wednesdays 

Looking for a fun activity for your preschooler this summer? Registration 
is now open for “Wonderful Wednesdays” June 6 - August 1 and two 
camp weeks, June 18 - 21 and July 23-26. Please check the Weekday 
School page on the church website for details and registration.

Natalie Bishop, Director of Children’s Ministries

Elaine Johnson, Director of Weekday School



Youth Ministry News

The theme for our youth program this year has been PEACE. It was based on this summer’s Montreat Youth Conference ‘A 
Missing Peace.’ In Sunday School and youth group we’ve looked at scripture that references peace. We’ve explored what it 
means to be a peacemaker based on our own spiritual gifts. We’ve performed service projects bringing peace to others through 
food and prayer. We’ve even decorated peace signs to hang in The PIT. 

And still, I struggle with how to best help our youth to answer the question for themselves of what it means to be a peacemaker 
in today’s world. 

Today as I write this newsletter article, tens of thousands, possibly more, young people are staging a national school walk-out 
on the one month anniversary of the Parkland shooting. Next week, there is a planned march against gun violence. In this last 
year alone our youth have experienced losses through suicide and sudden death that would have any of us questioning, where 
is the peace? And yet, there is hope. 

Our young people are filled with an understanding of peace that we can all learn from. Join us on Sunday, April 29 as they 
lead us in Youth Sunday during both worship services, based on Matthew 5:9, “Blessed are the peacemakers; for they shall be called 
the children of God.”

I leave you with lyrics from this summer’s theme song, “The Missing Peace,” co-written by Sam Burchfield, a UGA graduate. 
May the peace of Christ be with you… 

We were broken by our selfishness
And burdened by our shame
But You overwhelmed the walls of sin
And made us whole again

Oh God you call us sons
And daughters of the Holy One

It’s time we raise our heads up
Good news is what we sing
Right now the world is a mess, but
We share the peace that your Spirit brings
The missing peace that your Spirit brings

We’re divided by the fires of war
And frightened by the flames
But You fill us with Your boldness Lord
Like Your child in the lion’s cage

Oh God You never leave 
Even in the raging seas

It’s time, we raise our heads up
Good news is what we sing
Right now the world is a mess, but
We share the peace that your Spirit brings
The missing peace that your Spirit brings

Oh God we share Your peace
Even in the raging seas
Oh God we share Your peace
Even in our unbelief
Oh God we share Your peace
Even in the suffering
Oh God we share Your peace

Kim Ness, Director of Youth Ministries

PERCEIVING PEACE
How does God define peace?

RECEIVING PEACE
God breathes a true peace into creation

PEACE IN A BROKEN WORLD
God is with us in our broken pieces

PIECED TOGETHER
God pieces us together in community

PROPHETIC PEACE
God’s call to peace is bold

PEACE OF CHRIST
The Gospel calls us be peacemakers in the world

Montreat Youth Conference 2017



Flower Dedications 
The following dates are available to 
dedicate flowers for Sunday worship: 
July 1, 8, and 15. The cost for 
two arrangements is $100. Please 
contact Lucy Bell Johnson, lbell@
firstpresathens.org or (706) 543-4338 
to schedule a date.

February Financial
Information

Total Feb Revenue      $134,994
Budgeted Feb Revenue     $90,102
Total Revenue YTD        $245,417

Total Feb Expenses $123,957
Budgeted Feb Expenses $110,846
Total Expenses YTD         $221,062

Looking Ahead
June 6

Weekday School Wonderful 
Wednesdays begin

June 9-16
Honduras Mission Trip

June 18-21
Weekday School Camp

June 21-23
Middle School Massenetta

June 24-30
Montreat Worship & Music 

Conference

July 22-28
Montreat Youth Conference

July 23-26
Weekday School Camp

August 5-12
Interfaith Hospitality Network 

of Athens Host Week

Attention, All Women!
During Lent, our church has given special attention to the fourth of 
the Ten Commandments: Remember the Sabbath day, and keep it 
holy. We have considered the importance of regularly setting aside 
time to cease (i.e. to stop work, worry, chores), to rest (i.e. to relax, 
renew, restore), to embrace (i.e. to imitate God), and to feast (i.e. 

to enjoy and celebrate God’s goodness). The upcoming women’s retreat April 20 
- 22 at beautiful Fellowship Camp and Conference Center on Lake Greenwood, 
SC is a perfect time to do all of the above.

The theme of the retreat, “Patterns & Rhythms: Receiving the Gift of Order in 
Chaos” is a perfect follow-up to our study of Sabbath. Our leader, Linda Morningstar, 
says, “Come and savor God’s recommended rhythms for our daily living: work/rest/
play/prayer. Learn how to trust, during apparent chaos, that God’s order will prevail. 
We will explore aesthetic patterns in God’s created world, repetitions woven through 
Scripture, cycles in history, patterns of sound, and rhythms we experience in our lives 
(crisis/peace, activity/waiting, isolation/community).”

This retreat can be a lovely way of honoring the Sabbath command and building 
community. Register with Carol Strickland, the church office, or online by April 
8. Cost is $165. Scholarships available. Details and registration at firstpresathens.org.

New Member Class
Do you know anyone interested in learning more about Presbyterianism and 
discipleship at FPC? Our next new member class will be April 8, 3:00-6:00 p.m., 
with an informational class led by Dr. Bruce Lancaster. Child care will be provided 
(with reservation). On April 15 at 4:00 p.m. the session will receive those wishing 
to join. On April 22 new members will be introduced in worship. Anyone interested 
may contact Lucy in the church office by April 4.

PTP Program with Ron Bogue, part 2
 April 17, 10:00 a.m.

Back by popular demand! On Tuesday, April 17 at 10:00, Ron 
Bogue will present the second part of the history of our church.  It 
will be held in the Moses Waddel Room on the third floor. Ron 
has done extensive research on our church history and has many 
interesting stories to share. We appreciate Ron’s willingness to 
share his knowledge and research with us. After the presentation 
we will enjoy lunch at Trappeze Pub, 269 N. Hull St.

Please RSVP by Saturday, April 14 to Judy Howell at jhowell@
uga.edu or 706-549-2888.

S i g n  u p  i n  t h e  a t r i u m ,  c a l l  c h u r c h  o f f i c e  
o r   o n l i n e  w w w . f i r s t p r e s a t h e n s . o r g .  

   



Apr 1 April McLean
Apr 2 Keith Guest III, Sharon 

Norris, Paige Otwell, Chase 
Parker

Apr 3 Mary Campbell Cobb, Matt 
Crim

Apr 4 Dyann Calvo, Sloan Sherman
Apr 5 Allen Crowell, Robert Davis, 

Dewitt Pittman II
Apr 6 Greg Daniels, Nancy Dove, 

Harper Havick, Barbie Hillman
Apr 7 Scott Collins, Perry Humphreys, 

Kevin Johnston, Andy Osborne
Apr 8 Greta Chromiak, Karen 

Middendorf
Apr 9 Randy Calvo, Jr.
Apr 10 Mike Bascle, Collier Cobb, 

Parker Nichols
Apr 11 Beverly Hromalik
Apr 12 Judy Harrell, Sammy Pope, 

Pattie Thurston, John Turner V, 
Tom Wilfong

Apr 13 Julie Osborne, Diana Owen
Apr 14 Katherine Downs, DeDe 

Guest, Andrew Miller
Apr 15 Jill Crim
Apr 16 Bill Berryman, Jr., Svea 

Bogue, David Hally, Stephen 
Simmons, Patty Whitehead

Apr 17 Sherry Beck, Chris Drew, 
Ronda Estes, Charlie Logan, 
Jane Powell, Paige Simmons

Apr 18 Erik Ness
Apr 19 Sara Cotton, Melinda Miller, 

Dan Myers, Alex Saunders, 
Mary Stephens

Apr 21 Nancy Bowen, Jane Mann
Apr 22 Nan Cantrell, Jolene Maxwell, 

Carol Strickland, Charlie 
Williams

Apr 23 Eleanor Bradwell, Caroline 
McArthur, Cooper Nichols, 
Alexander Stephens

Apr 24 Happy Dicks, Thad Padgett, 
Graham Blanks, Susan 
Thackray

Apr 25 Lewis Hudgins, Theresa 
Lee, Jo Anne Lowe, Heather 
Roberts, Martha Shenesey

Apr 26 Eva Simpson, Cynthea Wilson
Apr 27 Patti Reed
Apr 28 Phyllis Childs, Cate Farley, 

Don Hill
Apr 29 Cynthia McCullers, Lydia 

Miller, Emily Noakes
Apr 30 Hollye Colbert, Emily 

Griffeth, Joe Hopper, 
Rosemary Lukasiewicz

Apr  1 Luke  1:46-55
Apr  2 Psalm  5:11-12 
Apr  3 Joel  2:21-24
Apr  4 Colossians  2:1-5 
Apr  5 Psalm  96:10-13
Apr  6 Romans  12:9-13
Apr  7 Matthew  5:10-12
Apr  8 Psalm  118:21-25 
Apr  9 1 Samuel  2:1-8 
Apr  10 Isaiah  61:1-8
Apr  11 Revelation  19:5-8
Apr  12 Philippians  4:4-7
Apr  13 Psalm  105:1-6
Apr  14 Isaiah  35:1-4
Apr  15 2 Cor.  7:13b-16
Apr  16 Luke  15:1-7
Apr  17 Psalm  3:1-6
Apr  18 Isaiah  66:10-13
Apr  19 1 Cor.  12:20-26
Apr  20 Zechariah  9:9-13
Apr  21 Jeremiah  31:10-14
Apr  22 Romans  12:14-21
Apr  23 2 Cor.  13:5-9
Apr  24 Psalm  97:1-12
Apr  25 Leviticus  23:39-43
Apr  26 1 Peter 1:3-9
Apr  27 Psalm  70:1-5
Apr  28 Phil.  4:10-14
Apr  29 1 Cor.  13:4-7
Apr  30 John  14:25-31

Bible Readings on 
Rejoicing:

Our Church Family

Congratulations to:

Carolyn Berdanier, Ian Hardin, Judy Harrison, 
Laura Jolly, and Marilyn Poole, 

who are FACS100 Centennial Honorees. 

Verner Chaffin, who received the first annual 
Tom Strickland Lifetime Achievement Award by the 

Northeast Georgia Council of the Boy Scouts of America. 
You can watch an interview with Verner, conducted by Fran Lane, 

as part of UGA’s Goin’ Back Oral History Project. 
Other FPC members were interviewed for the project: 

Orlean Castronis, Bill Flatt, and Winston Stephens. 
Gwen Griffin was recently interviewed and hers should be available soon. 

Search online for each person with, “Goin’ Back.”
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Return Service Requested

Sundays at First Presbyterian Church

Sunday, April 1
The Day God Said ‘Yes’!

Dr. Bruce Lancaster Preaching
Easter, Communion Sunday, Food Sunday

Sunday, April 8
Thoughts on the Back Nine of Life
Dr. Bruce Lancaster Preaching

Sunday, April 15
Still Wondering

Mr. Isaac Toney Preaching

Sunday, April 22
Did God Really Promise Never to Give You 

More Than You Can Bear?
Dr. Bruce Lancaster Preaching

Sunday, April 29
Youth Sunday

Worship Schedule
8:45 & 11:00 a.m. 

Sunday School for All Ages
9:45 a.m.

Children’s Church
Children Pre-K through Grade 2 may leave with 
Natalie Bishop, Director of Children’s Ministries, 

during the 11:00 a.m. service for Children’s 
Church held in the Children’s Ministry Suite.


