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Your Pastor’s Thought for the Month
Rev. William Schram

M

worship and the traditions that support
it. What happens if being hospitable
meant adjusting traditional
expectations? What if insisting on
keeping things the same limited
hospitality?

y paternal grandmother believed
that guns should not be toys, and
toy guns were not to be given to her
grandsons. So, in a time in America
when every young boy was playing
cowboys and Indians, I was forever an
Indian.

How do we balance out a conflict
between how to be hospitable to those
not here yet, and how to honor our
traditions? Listening to all voices is one
way, and listening with an open heart
and mind. We also must do our best to
give a voice to those not here yet and
not just those who are here.

She came to watch us boys while
my parents traveled. In that time, I had
an appointment for my first dental filling.
She said, “I promise that if you don’t
cry, I will buy you anything you want at
the toy store afterwards.” I didn’t cry. I
entered the toy store and marched up
to the Roy Rogers cap gun set in the
plastic leather-look holster.

One way is to allow our mission
statement to help balance competing
values. What aspects of hospitality best
enable us to live and share the miracle
of God’s grace? Which aspects of
tradition allow us to best live and share
the miracle of God’s grace?

“I want that.” “Billy, you know I
don’t believe in guns as toys.” “But
grandmother, you promised. And you
say people should always keep
promises.”

As you live into God’s future, as you
eventually add the perspective and skills
of a new pastor, you will inevitably find
times when values conflict. If you
continue figuring out what is most
important for the future life and health
of the church, while building on
strengths of the past, you will see
blessings in the life of the church.

Caught between a conflict of values,
grandmother decided that keeping one’s
word was a more important life lesson.
But she made me promise never to think
that a real gun was a toy, and never to
pretend to kill a person.
The same kind of conflict between
values can also happen to churches.
And the way we resolve it reveals what is
really most important to us. Faith Church
values hospitality. You also value

Peace,

Bill
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Upcoming Sunday Sermon Themes
(subject to revision due to changed circumstances or inspiration. The further the date,
the greater the possibility of change.)


Sunday Oct. 1 ........ Sermon: “Generous Orthodoxy”
World Communion Sunday



Sunday Oct. 8 ........ Service includes a report from the Summer Mission Trip



Sunday Oct. 15 ...... Sermon: “Beanie Babies, Scarcity & Abundance”



Sunday Oct. 22 ...... Sermon: “Don’t Be Afraid”



Sunday Oct. 29 ...... “Creating Value Out of Value”



Sunday, Nov. 5 ...... Honoring the 500th Anniversary of the
Protestant/Reformation
Recognizing the Saints in our Lives.
Sermon: “Why I am Still Presbyterian”

Contact Information—Pastoral Care Needs
 To contact our pastor, please use Bill Schram’s email address,

revbill@faithchurchemmaus.org. (Note: Friday is a day off for Bill.)

 For pastoral care needs between 9:00 AM and 2:00 PM, Mondays

through Thursdays, contact the church office—610-967-5600.
 After hours, please contact either of the Co-Moderators of Deacons...Jana
Masenheimer — 610-737-0984 or Melanie Shimer—610-965-8764;
or Lynn Ingram, Clerk of Session—484-695-9073, who will make the
appropriate connections.
 For medical emergencies or death, contact Bill at 570-242-9319.
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Y

Pastoral Transition News

our Pastor Nominating Committee is continuing its
search for our next pastor with enthusiasm and
hard work. We have begun interviewing prospects.
Keep those prayers coming!

Church Choirs
Guest Musician
On December 10, the Senior Choir and a guest flutist will present “Nowell, Nowell,
Emmanuel” a Christmas cantata by Gilbert Martin. Additional singers are welcome to

join the choir for this presentation. Rehearsals will begin in October following worship.
See Brian Snyder for more information.

Senior Choir Rehearsal
Rehearsals are held on Wednesdays at 7:00 PM. If you are interested in in
singing with the choir, please contact Brian Snyder. 4spadesdoubled@gmail.com.

Children & Youth Choirs
Youth Handbell Choir will rehearse at 8:30 AM, followed by breakfast and vocal
choir rehearsal. Children’s Handbell Choir will be rehearsing at 9:30 AM, before
worship time. Children’s Vocal Choir will rehearse from 11:20 AM—11:40 AM. If there
are questions on any of those choirs, please contact Tammi Howorth.
tammi@faithchurchemmaus.org or text/call 610-730-4652.

Adult Handbell Choir
Rehearsals will begin later in the fall. Please look for future announcements. If
there are questions on any of those choirs, please contact Tammi Howorth.
tammi@faithchurchemmaus.org or text/call 610-730-4652.
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They’re Back!!
Pot Luck Lunches... right after church

O

n the first Sunday of each month, the Fellowship Committee will host a Pot Luck
Lunch. So instead of Sunday School, come share a meal and enjoy your faith
family through fellowship
Please bring a dish to Share....
Last names beginning with
A-M
or
N-Z

Date

Main Dish

October 1

No Pot Luck Lunch

November 5

Turkey BBQ

Dessert

Salad or side

December 3

Goulash

Salad or Side

Dessert

Always looking for volunteers to help, contact Diane Millick

V

Fellowship Hour

olunteers are needed for many Sundays to come
throughout the end of the year. Please sign up.
It’s easy, and instructions are provided if needed.
The sign up sheet is outside Fellowship Hall. If you
have any questions, please ask Fellowship Committee
Elder Diane Millick 484-695-0391 or dianemillick@yahoo.com
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“Abundant Life—
Joyous Generosity”

A

bundant Life, Joyous Generosity is our
stewardship theme for this year. It
sums up our theme Bible verse: “They are
to do good, to be rich in good works,
generous and ready to share, thus storing
up for themselves the treasure of a good
foundation for the future, so that they may
take hold of the life that really is life.” 1
Timothy 6:18-19

Paul tells us that God loves cheerful
givers. This means those who find joy in
sharing good news, good life and good
help with others. This explains the smiles
on those who have worked hard in things
like our Garden and Consign for Good to
mention just a few examples. No wonder
we are told to“…do good, be rich in good
works, generous and ready to share.”

Stewards are managers of
the goods of God’s household
in service to the purpose of
our Lord Jesus Christ. In John
10:10 Jesus says “I come
that they may have life and
have it abundantly.” Jesus
didn’t mean all believers would get
material abundance, but that we could life
a life full of love, mercy, richness of
relationships, and closeness to God now
and into eternity. Good stewardship allows
us and others around us to “take hold of
the life that really is life.”

Whether we take about bricks and
mortar or about mission and
vision, our stewardship allows
us to plan for the future. We
maintain strong foundations
and expand our understanding
and reach of our purpose.
Those who do this “thus storing up
for themselves the treasure of a good
foundation for the future.”

B

More specific information will be
shared in worship during October and in a
November mailing. Our Dedication Sunday
will be Nov. 12.

Giving to our church is easy!

esides placing your offering in the plate passed on Sunday, or mailing it in, there
are other ways to give to Faith Church. You can donate via
credit card or a direct transfer from your bank. Just scan this QR
code, or click the DONATE button on the church website and fill
out the form. For more information about this option, please read
the details about electronic giving on the Donate page of the
church website:
7

DISCIPLESHIP

NEWS

Sunday Morning Discipleship Opportunities

The Discipleship Committee will keep the recent Sunday morning schedule as we
continue to explore other options. NO CLASSES ON THE 1st SUNDAY OF THE MONTH.
 11:15 am to Noon: Adults –meeting in room 7 (see article on next page.)

Middle School (grades 6, 7, 8) – meeting in room 4
Genesis (children not yet in Kindergarten) – Nursery
Sr. High (grades 9, 10,11, 12) – Plans for this age group
are in progress.
 11:30 to Noon: Grades K through 5- meeting in room 3 (following choir practice)

Additional Discipleship Opportunities

There are also small groups that meet during the week. New participants are
always welcome.
 Women’s Devotional Fellowship meets on Thursdays at participants homes from

9:30 AM to 11:30 AM. Contact: Toni Fernandez

 Disciples of Christ (DOC), a men’s study & discussion group, meets every other

Thursday at 7:30 AM in the parlor. October dates: 10/5, 10/19
Contact: Bill Herring

 Noon Bible Study meets on Wednesdays in the Parlor. Come share the Bible with

this lively group! All are welcome! Contact: Ellen Bender

 Book Club meets on Sunday evenings at 6pm in the Parlor. The topic of discussion

will be emailed to participants. Contact: JoAnne Herring

 Faith Watercolor Painters Group will meet on Thursdays in the Fellowship Hall from

1pm to 4pm. This group is led by Dick Farmer and assisted by Ed Klova. Please
contact Dick Farmer 610-967-4401for additional information.
8
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Middle School Youth Group
We will meet each Sunday at Faith Church from 5:00-7:00pm. We will have check-ins,
prayers, games, and dinner each week. We will schedule activities throughout the year.
Youth Group Dinners
Each week, our youth share dinner and friendship together from 6:30-7:00pm. One
great way to support the youth is to sponsor their Sunday dinner at Faith. You can
support our youth by either cooking or sponsoring a meal. There are many ways you
can do this. You can:
 Donate money for pizza or take-out
 Cook a meal at the church
 Pick-up and deliver take-out or pizza for one of our meetings
 Bring in a crock-pot meal for everyone to share.
These are just a few ideas of different ways you can participate. You can also come up
with your own ideas for a meal. Last year, we had chili night, taco night, pizza,
spaghetti night, hot dogs and hamburgers. You can sign up on the signup genius
here: http://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090549a5ae2cab9-youth2
High School Youth Group
Senior High meets on scheduled dates from 6:30 –8:30 pm at Faith Church. Plans are
in the making for Work Camp Sunday and the Haunted Barn Party to be held at the
Waters home on October 29.
The Discipleship Committee, through the dedication and passion of its many volunteers, is able to offer the following programs to the church. However, we are never
finished, in our effort to better serve the needs of our members. We are always open
to new ideas and ways to further the Discipleship of Faith Presbyterian Church.
The Discipleship Committee meets the 3rd Tuesday of the month at 7:00 PM
in the Parlor. All are welcome to join us.

The Meaning of Discipleship
“If we are disciples of Christ, we are learners under the instruction of Christ.
Quite literally, a disciple is a pupil, scholar, student, or learner. In the
[Eastern] world, a teacher with his band of disciples was to that culture what
schools and universities are to our society. To be a disciple of Jesus is to go
to school with him.”

- Dwight E. Stevenson in Faith Takes a Name

Current Events Through the Eyes of Faith
Adult Sunday School Class—Fall 2017

J

oin us each Sunday that Church School is held for a lively discussion on a current
issue. Using “The Wired Word” curriculum, we will present a brief synopsis of the
story, followed by probing questions and a time for confronting the issue with
scriptures and hope. Listen for the “class bell” and gather in room #7.
Where / when: Brick Classroom # 7 at 11:20 a.m. - end at 12 noon.
Who: All adults age 18 and up are welcome.
Leadership team: Bill Herring, Carole Wilson, Deanna Robinson (coordinator)
Are you struggling to apply your faith to today’s issues? Join us!

Topics for October
 Oct. 1 – NO CLASS
 Oct. 8 – Anxiety: No Substitute for Action, Experts Say

We will look at the rise in the number of Americans who suffer from anxiety
disorders, and explore ways faith might help relieve stress and worry.
 Oct. 15 – Chip and Joanna Gaines Aren’t Taking the Buzz Feed Bait

Chip and Joanna Gains from HGTV series Fixer Upper responded to a Buzz
Feed piece with the sentence, “Jo and I refuse to be baited into using our
influence in a way that will further harm an already hurting world. We will
consider ‘not taking the bait.’”

 Oct. 22 – Man Breaks All Ten Commandments at Once, Using His Car

A man drove his car into a newly erected Ten Commandments monument on
the grounds of the Arkansas capitol, making him, in the words of an
Arkansas authority, a serial destroyer of Ten Commandments monuments.
We will consider the repercussions of breaking, in the moral sense, the
commandments of God.
 Oct. 29 – Call God 'Father,' Pope Tells Audience

In an address, Pope Francis said that Christians can nourish their spirituality
by calling God "Father." While he was speaking mostly to Catholics, his words
provide a good opportunity for all Christians to think about what Jesus was
teaching us when he addressed God as Father, our topic this week.
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Local...National... Global

Proclaim Christ’s Peace
Peace & Global Witness Offering

A

gift to the Peace & Global Witness Offering enables the church to promote the

Peace of Christ by addressing systems of injustice across the world.

Individual congregations are encouraged to utilize up to 25% of the Peace &
Global Witness Offering to sustain their local peacemaking ministries. Mid councils
retain an additional 25% for ministries of peace and reconciliation. The remaining
50% is used by the Presbyterian Mission Agency to advocate for peace and justice in
cultures of violence, including our own, through collaborative projects of education
and Christian witness.
The Presbyterian Peacemaking Program, a mission of the Presbyterian Church
(U.S.A.) and a program of Compassion, Peace and Justice Ministries, in urgent response to the overwhelming culture of violence in our world is working toward transforming cultures of violence into communities of peace.
The Peace & Global Witness Offering is received on World Communion Sunday,
October 1.
We will be donating our 25% to East Penn Neighbor s Helping Neighbors. Their
mission is to serve families within the East Penn School District through multi-faceted
short-term assistance in order to help restore and sustain healthy, independent living.
In 2016, Faith Presbyterian Church received $2545.00, with $636.25 going towards
support of East Penn Neighbor s Helping Neighbors. We had 32 faithful mission givers. What can we do in 2017 to help PROCLAIM CHRIST’s PEACE?
BY GIVING TO THE
PEACE & GLOBAL
WITNESS OFFERING
Your gifts work to restore communities
through peacemaking and
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T

he Allentown Crop Hunger Walk will be held Sunday, October 8 @ 1:00 pm at St.
Timothy’s Lutheran Church in Allentown. If you would like to walk (1 mile or 6
miles), please sign up at the Crop Walk table in the narthex. Those who wish to donate
money, please give to any of the walkers...their names will be on the walker list that is
on the table. 25% of the money collected will be used locally.
If anyone would rather donate food to the Allentown Food Bank, Donna Hill will
also be collecting tuna, beans, canned vegetables, canned fruit, soup, peanut butter,
rice (1 pound bags), jelly, cereal, pasta, and pasta sauce. There will be a collection
box next to the Crop Walk table.
Any questions—please feel free to ask Donna Hill.

44TH ANNUAL

Lemon Tree Holiday Bazaar
Hosted by: The Westminster Village Auxiliary

Saturday, November 11, 2017
9:00 am to 2:00 pm

(lunch available 11:30 am to 1:00 pm)

Delicious Baked Goods
Delightful Homemade Crafts & Gifts
Attic Treasures, Country Store,
Jewelry and Collectibles

Proceeds benefit the residents of Westminster Village

803 N. Wahneta Street  Allentown, PA 18109
www.wmvallentown.org
12
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I

n September, we hosted our 8th Consign for Good sale
and blessings were abound! With 166 sales totaling
over $4,600, there is much to be grateful for. Of the total
sales, Consign for Good makes 30%. It is those funds
that enable us to make a generous donation to East
Penn Neighbors Helping Neighbors (EPNHN) after each
Consign for Good sale. EPNHN helps some of the less
fortunate families living in our community, specifically families with children in the East
Penn School District who are facing housing challenges. We are so pleased to be able
to continue to support this life changing initiative in our very own community. Other
folks who benefit from this sale are the consignors who are able to make money by
selling their items at the sale and all of the shoppers who come and get needed items
at affordable prices.
It is always heartwarming to see God’s work at the sale. For instance, a woman
who works with refugees bought a double stroller that was needed. Another
gentleman said that he comes every sale to shop for his 3 sons. One of the
consignors and volunteers shared that a member of her church had passed away
recently during childbirth. She was a young mother of 7 children. Due to donations
provided to Consign for Good, we were able to offer for this consignor to come select
items that the children needed, at no cost. Perhaps one of our funniest moments was
when Andrea Mauro did an excellent job of highlighting the perks of a Pak ‘n Play that
was for sale only to learn that it was for none other than our very own, Sally Heimbach
who was shopping for a grandbaby that is on the way.
Of course, we couldn’t
do this without the help of
our volunteers and our
consignors. This sale, we
had 9 new consignors and
27 total consignors. As for
volunteers, we had 33 from
our church and 12 from the
community. One new
consignor even expressed
an interest in joining the
Consign for Good committee.
Thanks for FPC’s continued
support of this mission. We
look forward to our next sale
on April 6th and 7th, 2018.
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F

aith Church volunteers have been
providing food to the GROCERIES PLUS
Emmaus Food Bank on a weekly/monthly
basis. Also, Faith Feeds Garden supplied
fresh produce during the summer months.
This food helps to assist GROCERIES PLUS
(held at Bethel Bible Fellowship Church,
Emmaus) by providing fresh food for needy
families in the Emmaus area.
This program includes four distribution days each month. These times are every
1st and 3rd Tuesday of each month from 10:00 AM - 12:00 noon, and every 1st and 3rd
Wednesday of each month from 12:00 noon - 2:00 PM. There are up to 30 plus
different families pick up food during each time!
The Mission Committee communicates with this vital program more intentionally
each year. We at Faith, continue to seek ways to support needy families in the
surrounding Emmaus community. The Mission Committee would like to continue to
collect Hygiene products for GROCERIES PLUS throughout the year. As many of you
know, hygiene and cleaning products are expensive and are not provided on a regular
basis at the food bank.
Several Ways to help - Current Needs:
Laundry Detergent, Paper Towels
Tissues, Dish Detergent, Dove, Ajax, Dawn...(not dishwasher)
Current Food Needs:
Thanksgiving fixings: Canned Pumpkin, Cranberry Sauce, gravies, stuffing, etc.
While the holiday isn’t immediately here, until donated food has been
gathered, sorted, shelved, packed and distributed…….
*Place donations in Campbell Soup container for now.
The Mission committee communicates monthly with GROCERIES PLUS to
determine up to date needs. They are also partnering with other agencies and
churches.
Any questions see Jack Decker. GROCERIES PLUS coordinator is Beth Lorah at
Bethel Church, BLORAH@Juno.com. They welcome any VOLUNTEERS from FAITH
CHURCH to help pass out bags of food each month (see times above).
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Holiday Craft Show

Anyone interested in signing up for our
holiday craft show on Saturday, December 2nd,
whether as a vendor or craft seller, please
contact Sandy Gingrich at 610-967-3419 or Sue
Lawall at suelaw2@verizon.net for more
information and registration forms.

A Community Space

T

he 412 continues to schedule dates! Users are mentors,
support groups, yoga, zumba, college administration
leaders, and many from other walks of life. Check the
calendar for starting times. www.412emmaus.com. Details
will be shared as they are made available!
There is still plenty of room for YOU to do something in this space and invite the
friends and neighbors with whom God is calling you to connect. Contact the 412 to
check availability.
Why don’t YOU use the space?!

Reminder—Use of Faith Church Facilities
Mission Statement: Use of Buildings and Grounds of Faith Presbyterian Church,
Emmaus PA: In faithful stewardship, we will offer the gifts of our time, our

building and our grounds to our neighbors in love, and to those with whom
God calls us into partnership for the purposes of God’s work.

Use of Facilities (UFC) Policy, 2013

T

he Use of Facilities Committee (UFC) oversees all requests for partnership or
one-time use. Members of the committee are Sally Heimbach (current Chair),
Lisa Decker and Kris Melnick.
The policy and forms can be found on the church website under About Us/
Building and Grounds (bottom of the web page).
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Operating Fund Financial Report
Below is the 2017 report of operating income vs. expenses through August 31, 2017
August 31, 2017
OPERATING INCOME:
OPERATING EXPENSES:

$
$

13,142.00
18,190.00

Misc. Expenses:
ANNUAL RESERVE (DEFICIT):

T

YTD: 2017
$
$

.00
$

(5,048.00 )

160,921.00
136,150.00
226.00

$

24,545.00

SCRIP Program

hank you to all the participants in the Great Lakes SCRIP and Weis gift card
programs. Profits for the year 2017 will be designated as additional income
toward the Operating Budget. Please help this program continue to provide funds to
the church by making purchases using SCRIP.
 The total amount raised in 2017 is $649.48.
 The next deadline is October 8.
Faith Church uses the scrip fundraising program, allowing church members to
raise money for the church. Scrip is just another way to pay for everyday purchases
using gift cards in place of cash, checks, and credit cards.
You simply purchase gift cards from the church at face value. The cards are
then ordered by the church’s Scrip coordinator at a reduced price. The difference is
an instant rebate for the church, which is then used to defray the costs of items that
Session has approved of in advance. In the past, the rebates have helped to pay for
blacktop repair and lighting improvement.
Help the church make this program a bigger success!! For a complete list of
retailers or for more information check the table in the Fellowship Hall or
www.glscrip.com. Contact Lynda Scheirer at adnyl510@gmail.com if you have any
logistical questions.
16
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A

A Word from the Deacons

re you or a loved one in need of home medical equipment?
The church has some medical equipment that is available for
members to borrow, such as wheelchairs, crutches, shower chairs, c
commode, etc. If you have a need, please see your Deacon.
You can also contact Jana Masenheimer at 610-366-7153 or
Melanie Shimer at 610-965-8764.

T

Do you have an Extra Minute?

he Board of Deacons has identified the following members who are either
confined to their homes, at a nursing facility, or sometimes unable to attend
Sunday worship services:
Bunny Ashcraft ---------------------- Devon House
Kay Cole ------------------------------ Home
Mitch Connor ------------------------- Devon House
Taffy Connor ------------------------- Home
Donna Kastner----------------------- Home
Sandy Missmer ---------------------- Home
Theodore Rogal --------------------- Brookview Independent Living
George Smits ------------------------ Brookview Independent Living
If you have an extra minute, perhaps you could call, send a card or even visit
one of these members. Their phone numbers and addresses are located in the
Faith Directory. Be a Deacon in your own right and help make someone’s day a
little brighter.

BOARD OF DEACONS

Co-Moderators ........................ Jana Masenheimer, Melanie Shimer
Eleanor DePhillips, Terry Eck, Deb Ferguson, Toni Fernandez, Luana Graber, Ann
Greenwood, Joanne Herring, Donna Hill, Mark Ingram, Elaine Smits
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Give thanks
in all circumstances
I Thessalonians 5:18

T

he words Thank You are two very powerful and motivating words. They let us
know when we are doing things right and that we are appreciated. They can never
be overused! Whenever notes are received, we try to make sure that our church
members get to read them.

Thanks go out to Jim Robinson, who donated many hours of his personal time to
ensure that the church’s administrative assistant had the ability to produce the
work of the church office when the computer decided to retire without warning.
Not only did he donate his time, but his own personal laptop for Lynda’s use,
while decisions were made on how best to replace it and the pricey programs
needed. Thanks also to Nelson Fernandez for finding the least expensive way a
non-profit can replace said programs.

“On behalf of the staff and students of Lincoln Elementary School, I would like to

again thank you and the congregation of [Faith Church] for the generous
contribution ($469.00) to our Angel Network Program. We are very appreciation
of your continuous support of our students!

Because of your generosity, we are able to provide gas cards, groceries,
clothing, eyeglasses, and even dentist services for those families who find
themselves in desperate situations. This summer, we assisted families in renting
musical instruments so their children can benefit from the instrumental music
lessons we offer to our students..
As I plan to retire from the East Penn School District on September 1st, and
turn the Lincoln “reins” over to Mrs. Lynn Brinckman, I would like you to know
how personally grateful I am for your donations to our angel Network over the
past eight years. Your church family has been instrumental in helping us to meet
the needs of our Lincoln families. Thank you for your thoughtfulness,
compassion, and generosity.”

—Jacqueline R. Attinello, Ed.D.
Principal
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10/3
10/6
10/7
10/10
10/11
10/13
10/16
10/17

Jennifer Webb
Donna Hill, Nancy O’Leary,
Donald Perry
Ellen Bender, Andy Millick,
Tiff Laboy, Melanie Shimer
Chris Comoglio, Brad Mitchell
Doug Boyd
Scott Smickley
Don Piper
Cindy Stull

10/18
10/22
10/23
10/26
10/27
10/29
10/31

Lois Staack
Liz Mitchell
Karen Green
Bobbi Greb
Lisa Decker, Pam Mongi
Dody Perrin
Rachael Ingram

(Continued from page 18)

“Thank you very much for your very generous gift of $500.00 in continuing

support of this Christian mission ministry. Kirkwood Camp provides a special
place to experience God’s love for children and adults of all ages. We are grateful
for God’s blessings upon this ministry and people like you who help make it
possible. With your continued support, Kirkwood Camp can continue to offer the
experience of summer camp to many, many youth. Church groups are also able
to have spiritual time to listen to the word of Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior
while having a retreat at retreat at Kirkwood Camp.
We are thankful for all that you do.

On behalf of the Kirkwood Leadership Team and staff, please accept our
most sincere appreciation for your gift, and our thanks for your generosity and
support.”

—Timothy Peckham
Volunteer Administrator
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Session Meeting
September 12, 2017

M

 Administration- That the office

eeting was called to order by Pastor
Schram followed by prayer.
The following motions were passed
via email before the session meeting:

 Mission and Worship- Have the second

purchase the downloadable versions
of Microsoft office 365 and Adobe Pro
for the non-profit licensing of $40 and
$50 respectively.

 B&G- To approve up to $1,000 from
Sunday of September designated as
Acct #5231 for replacement light
an Annual Community Service
bulbs in the Sanctuary and Fellowship
Appreciation day with a Community
Hall using volunteers to replace them.
Group chosen by mission committee to
be recognized by during the Service. Presbytery report- During the service and
communion, Jack Felch and Jim Ferlino
 Session- That the PNC have
permission to revise the Faith Church were commissioned as they journey to
Romania as part of Lehigh Presbytery
MIF to change the years of
worldwide mission. Reverend William
experienced from 5-10 to 2-5. The
Bender was recognized for 63 years of
rationale for this motion is that
session must approve any changes to service. Reverend Ellie Johns-Kelly
the MIF. The PNC is not sure they are (currently serving in Erie) gave a
ready to make the change but wanted presentation entitled “Composing a
session to act so they would be able Legacy: Live Forward, Give Forward”
about planned giving to the church. The
to change immediately if they felt it
Presbytery will host training sessions for
would help the search process.
church leaders at Slatington Presbyterian
The following motions passed during Church on October 3rd. There is also an
the meeting.
update on First Presbyterian Church of
Bethlehem. The case has gone to trial.
 Mission- Consign for Good to hold
Both sides were presented to the judge
their Spring Sale on April 6th and 7th
and have now rested. Briefs are due in a
(presale on the 5th).
few weeks and the judge’s decision will be
a few weeks after that. Meanwhile ECO
 Stewardship- Approve the 2017
continues to share the space and
Stewardship Letter to the
resources.
congregation.
(Continued on page 21)
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Treasurer’s Report- There was a deficit of  Special Projects chair presented plans
$5048 for the month. Expenses were in
from the committee for a Narthex
line with expectations. Pledges and total
remodel and asked session for input.
receipts were below budget by $5000.
Session told the committee to
For the year, we have a surplus of
continue to move forward with the
$24,545. We have not yet paid our per
project with some revisions to the
capita of $7765. This will be done in
initial plans and a suggestion that it be
September.
done in stages instead of all at once.
Deacon Report- Donna Hill reported that Committee highlights
the deacons continue to monitor their
care groups. If any flowers are not taken  Mission- By end of July, 338lbs of
vegetables from our garden were
after worship, they are given to shut-ins.
harvested. Daybreak has moved into a
The deacons hosted fellowship time three
new facility and now has a fully
times in August. No gift cards were given
functioning kitchen. We provided them
out.
veggies from our garden. Riamukurwe
Parish has had a lot of turnover in
New Business
leadership. Jack will make contact with
 Session discussed the paper “We will
the parish. $1363.50 was sent to
no Longer be a Welcoming Church”.
Westminster Compassionate Care from
This is a process of helping the
the yard sale. $500 was sent to
congregation be more intentional of
Kirkwood camp. Pentecost offering
being inviting rather than just
totaled $2345. From this $469 goes
welcoming. Session had the
to Lincoln and LMMS Angel Network.
opportunity to make comments and
ask questions. This was a first reading,  Finance- session was asked to turn in
their 2018 budgets by the next
and session will look at the paper
session meeting.
again next month bringing any
suggestions for changes to the
 Worship- The new hymnals “Glory to
document.
God” will be carried to the pews by the
congregation on September 17th.
 Session approved the formation of 2
Brian’s and Tammi’s 5 year service
separate sub-committees.
anniversaries will be recognized
One for looking into Tech Support
during that worship.
needs for the church. They will be
researching different options and will  Stewardship- kickoff will be in October.
report to session with their
Pledges will be dedicated during
recommendations next month.
worship on November 12th.
One looking at the feasibility of a
Meeting was closed in prayer by
church credit card for emergency/
Elder Jim DePhillips.
online ordering.
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The deadline for the November Faith Flyer has been moved back a week
to accommodate a surgical procedure our secretary is undergoing. That
means submissions will be needed a week earlier. The new deadline is
Sunday, October 8 at noon.



Lynda will be taking the week of October 15 as a vacation in order to
recuperate. Any bulletin or announcement information that can be
provided well ahead of time will be greatly appreciated.



The office workspace has once again become the catch-all place for a
variety of items. It is hoped you will read the first item on the next page
and follow that suggestion.

Faith Church Ministry & Mission Leadership

CONGREGATIONAL LIFE

Discipleship........................................ Chuck Waters
Fellowship .......................................... Diane Millick
Membership ....................................... Jim DePhillips
Worship .............................................. Lisa Heineman

EVANGELISM

Mission ............................................. Jack Decker, Rob Clark

STEWARDSHIP

Administration....................................
Building & Grounds ............................ Erik Walker
Finance .............................................. Tim Melnick, Chuck Waters
Nominating ........................................ Tim Melnick
Special Projects ................................. Michele Somishka
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COMMUNICATIONS

D

Photos Needed

o you have photos of church members/friends at our events and activities?
Please send your pictures, to Lynda in the church office, where she will store
them for use in publications, just for church history! office@faithchurchemmaus.org
We are always looking to document our church activity. Thank you!

P

Prayer Chain Requests

rayer messages should be emailed directly to prayers@faithchurchemmaus.org.
Messages can also be sent through a form on the Prayer Requests page of the
church website. If you wish to be included in our Prayer Chain distribution list (or if you
don’t think you are receiving messages), please contact the church office.

A prayer for neighborliness

O God, we pray for a broader vision of the needs of humanity, and a deeper
compassion to fill those needs; for a planting of the seeds of concern for all
humanity in our hearts; for a tapping of the wells of generosity. May we live
together as people who have been forgiven a great debt. May we be gentle,
walking softly with one another. May we be understanding, lest we shall add to
the world’s sorrow or cause to flow needless tears. May we be as anxious for the
rights of others as we are for our own. May we be as eager to forgive as we are
to seek forgiveness. May we know no barriers of creed or race or sex, that our
love may be like Yours — a love that sees all people as Your children and our
kin. May we be ministers of humanity. —Peter Marshall
23
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ctober 31, 2017, marks the 500th
anniversary of the start of the Protestant
Reformation, when Martin Luther posted his
“95 Theses” on a church door in Germany.
This wasn’t an unusual act at the time; Luther
was simply welcoming scholarly debate. But his
ideas opposing certain teachings and practices
of the Roman Catholic Church led to a
monumental shift in Christianity.
Along with other reformers, Luther taught that Scripture is the supreme authority
for the believer; that salvation comes by grace alone, through faith alone; and that
baptism gives all full access to God in Christ (“the priesthood of all believers”), so
there’s no need for an intermediary such as a pope, priest or saint.
Initially, the reformers intended not to leave the Catholic Church but to reform it.
But those who protested church practices became known as Protestants, and
eventually, multiple denominations arose — Lutheranism, Presbyterianism,
Anglicanism and others — and did, in fact, separate from the Roman tradition.
Sadly, woven amid the good intentions to rightly teach and live the faith were sins
on all sides: Luther hurled insults “with the best of them”; the pope excommunicated
him and had other reformers executed; the beliefs and faith of theological opponents
were regularly disparaged. As Heinz Josef Algermissen, a present-day Roman Catholic
bishop in Germany, states: “In commemorating the Reformation, we cannot just see it
as a jubilee, but should also admit our guilt for past errors and repent on both sides
for the past 500 years.”

Voices of the Reformation


“There is not — nor can there be! — any reason for tearing oneself away from the
church in schism. Rather, the worse things become, the more one should help her and
stand by her, for by schism and contempt nothing can be mended.” —Martin Luther,
German pastor whose “95 Theses” sparked the Protestant Reformation



“Our confidence in Christ does not make us lazy, negligent or careless, but on the contrary it awakens us, urges us on and makes us active in living righteous lives and doing
good. There is no self-confidence to compare with this.” —Ulrich Zwingli, Swiss leader of
early Reformation movements



“A dog barks when his master is attacked. I would be a coward if I saw that God’s truth is
attacked and yet would remain silent.” —John Calvin, French reformer who fled to Switzerland; father of the Presbyterian Church



“You cannot antagonize and influence at the same time.” John Knox, a staunch follower of
Calvin who brought Presbyterianism to Scotland
24

October 2017

Women of the Reformation
 Although the names most often associated with the Reformation are male, women
also played key roles in maintaining the integrity of the church. “Most were wives
and mothers,” professor Justin Holcomb writes. “Some were also authors, apologists, ex-nuns and queens. All were faithful servants of Jesus.”
Women who made notable contributions include:

 Katherine von Bora, the former nun who married former-priest Martin Luther
 Argula von Grumbach, a Bavarian noblewoman who published letters and debated with university faculty

 Olympia Fulvia Morata, an Italian scholar who lectured on the teachings of Luther
and Calvin — and was persecuted and imprisoned

 Jeanne d’Albret, queen of Navarre and a leader in France’s Huguenot movement,
who tried to peacefully resolve tensions between Catholics and Protestants

 Marie Dentière, an aristocrat who left an Augustinian monastery to speak in public — even on street corners! — about church reform

O

Appreciate — and act

ctober is Pastor (or Clergy) Appreciation Month, reminding church members to
thank their hardworking ministry leaders. But the people in the pews — though
they might lack official church titles — also play important roles in doing God’s work.
In User Friendly Churches (Regal Books), researcher George Barna compares
the behavior of people in growing vs. stagnant or declining churches. Members of
growing churches actively participate in the church’s ministry. “They did not divorce
their faith from their lifestyle; their faith was their lifestyle,” Barna writes. “They took
seriously the classical Reformation doctrine of the priesthood of all believers.”
By contrast, laypeople in stagnant churches tend to observe rather than participate. “They perceived their role as being in the audience in the stands,” Barna notes,
“nodding approvingly in efforts to demonstrate religious behavior as the clergy went
through their paces.”
Appreciate your pastors, but then follow their example by living out your beliefs!
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Did You Know?
The counter in the church office is a work space.
When you place baskets, boxes and bags on the
counter, they are in the way of the weekly work
flow. Please find other places for their placement,
and let those who are picking them up know
where to look.
 There is a lost and found box in the narthex, by the coat rack, where there is also
a collection of coats, hats, etc. that have been forgotten.

 The church recycles plastic, glass bottles, tin & aluminum cans. We do not recycle












aluminum foil, paper cups or foam products. Please put only the items listed
above into the recycling bin by the kitchen sink.
“Someone else” never takes home the kitchen towels for laundering. Feel
encouraged to do so when you are involved in clean-up.
Did you know that our big field is part of the Lehigh County Emergency
Management Plan? The field is large enough for helicopters to land on for
evacuations or transporting people from an evacuation site to Emmaus. Very
interesting!
If you call the church early on a Sunday morning, your message may not be
retrieved until Monday.
When Fellowship Hall and/or the kitchen are not in use, all of their doors should
be kept closed to contain a fire, should one occur.
Putting liquid in the trash often results in trickling stains as trash bags are carried
through the church to be placed outside. Please dump liquids in a sink before
discarding your cups.
If you require police involvement while at the church, please keep the following in
mind. Issues on church property or on Second Street fall under the jurisdiction of
the State Police from the Upper Macungie barracks. Issues on Cherokee Street
are under the jurisdiction of the Emmaus Police.
There is a sign-up chart (for serving communion) on the bulletin board right
outside of the office storage closet. Any resting or standing elder or deacon may
sign up whenever there are openings.
The church office is open on Mondays through Thursdays from 9:00 am to 2:00
PM. It is never open on a Friday.
If you need cleaning supplies, the janitor’s closet is always open and available.
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Requirements for Flyer & Bulletin Submissions
When submitting material for The Flyer or the Sunday bulletin…

 Submissions asked to be in Arial 11 pt. Keep the flyer deadline in mind when
you are holding an event. You must
 When a special font is desired, email it
publicize far enough in advance to
to the church office, along with a note
as to its intended use.

assure timely notification.

Running an announcement in the

 Send only articles created by word

bulletin for too many weeks causes loss
of interest. Three weeks is a good rule
of thumb.

processing programs like Microsoft
Word. Do not use spreadsheets.
Do not use borders or other fancy
formatting.

 DEADLINES ARE STRICTLY OBSERVED.

Production Schedules & Deadlines
To help those making submissions to our regularly scheduled printed material,
please use this information. Keep in mind, these are deadlines, not guidelines.
Bulletin
Faith Flyer
Production: Begins Monday mornings
Begins a week prior to the deadline.
Deadline: Wednesdays by 2:00 PM
Third Sunday of each month.
Printed:
Thursday mornings, promptly Tuesday after deadline.
Collated:
Thursday, late morning.
Thursday after the 3rd Sunday, 10 AM
Worship Assistant materials are emailed, or if preferred, placed in the mailbox outside
the main entrance door, and are available after 2:00 PM on Thursday.

Deadline for the November issue of The Faith Flyer
October 8, 2017  12:00 noon
OFFICE@FAITHCHURCHEMMAUS.ORG

Kindly leave any printed materials in the church secretary’s mailbox,
submitted with your name and best contact number. Thank you.
The Faith Flyer Crew will meet on Thursday, October 12 @ 9:30 AM for collating.
Electronic copies will be available Friday, October 13! Go paperless!
You can quickly get your hard copy at church on Sunday, October 15.
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