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JOYS & CONCERNS: Please keep these people in your prayers. 

 Becky Shreck—prayers needed for her ongoing issues with her 

autoimmune illness.  

 Betty Dennis—ongoing health issues. 

 Marie Heffner—ongoing health issues. 

 Dody Perrin—ongoing health issues. 

 Hymns in the 700’s that are indicated with a are from Sing! People of Faith, 

the purple booklet in pews.  

 Worship sheets & activity bags for children are available from the ushers. 

 Assistive listening devices are available for those with hearing difficulties.  

 Large print worship materials and hymnals are 
available. Please ask an usher for assistance. 

 

SO THAT THOSE PRESENT MAY EXPERIENCE GOD WITHOUT DISTRACTION, 
WE ASK THAT CELL PHONES AND OTHER ELECTRONIC DEVICES BE 

TURNED OFF PRIOR TO THE START OF WORSHIP. THANK YOU. 

Cover Art: Prodigal Grace     by Lisle Gwynn Garrity 
inspired by Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32 | charcoal on paper 
fourth week of lent | visit our website to see the art in color 

I have, like many, often resonated with the elder son in this 
parable. And, like many, I read it with frustration and a bit of righteous 
indignation. Why shouldn’t good behavior be rewarded? Why should 
such callousness be dismissed without consequences? For all of my 

life, I have felt the tug of responsibility much more strongly than the 
pull of rebelliousness. As author Kate Bowler1 might say, I have 
developed my own version of a prosperity gospel where I expect to be 
rewarded for my good deeds and treated well for doing the right thing. 

In nerdy pastor circles, we talk about a theological concept called 
“prevenient grace.” It means that God’s grace precedes human 
decisions and behavior. Before we can do anything right or wrong, 
God’s grace abounds. This sounds so lovely in theory. And then 

situations resembling this parable come along and I cling to my 
prosperity-based, transactional version of the gospel. 

In Luke 15:20 we see that the father is moved to compassion as 
soon as he glimpses his youngest son along the horizon line. He does 

not wait for an apology. He does not require retribution. Instead, he is 
moved simply by his son’s return. 

Perhaps this parable should be renamed, “The Prodigal Father,” 
for he doles out grace just as lavishly as his son squanders his wealth. 

Perhaps then I might be less angry about prodigal waste and more 
thankful for prodigal grace.  

— Lisle Gwynn Garrity © A Sanctified Art 

   
1 Reference from Kate Bowler’s book, Everything Happens for a Reason: And Other Lies I’ve  Loved. 

Penguin Random House, 2018. https://www.amazon.com/Everything-Happens-Reason-Other-Loved/

dp/0399592067 
 

Military Service 

Please keep these people in your prayers. 

 Cpt. Bethany Kauffman, USMC, niece of Penny & Jim Pantano. 

 Patrick Woolcock, nephew of Deanna Robinson, - joy and 

grateful thanks that he returned safely from his tour of duty in 

the Middle East. 

 Hillary N. Waterman, granddaughter of Ellen and Bill Bender,  

 Doland J. Miller II and Jeremy Miller, nephews of Joe Smits. 

 

 

Order of Worship 

March 31, 2019 

 

 

 

Faith Presbyterian Church of Emmaus 
3002 N. Second Street, PO Box 507 

Emmaus, Pennsylvania 18049 
610.967.5600 

office@faithchurchemmaus.org 
www.faithchurchemmaus.org 

  Prodigal Grace by Lisle Gwynn Garrity 

http://revmallozzi.blogspot.com
https://www.amazon.com/Everything-Happens-Reason-Other-Loved/dp/0399592067
https://www.amazon.com/Everything-Happens-Reason-Other-Loved/dp/0399592067
mailto:office@faithchurchemmaus.org
http://www.faithchurchemmaus.org


THE ORDER OF WORSHIP 
FOURTH SUNDAY IN LENT 

10:00 AM MARCH 31, 2019 
 

  

THE FIRST NOTE OF THE PRELUDE begins our worship.  
  Please use the prelude time to turn your attention to God’s 

presence and help.  Nurturing our relationships and friendships 

in fellowship is essential to our life as a congregation, so please 
continue to do so following our time of worship. 

  

Those who are able are invited to stand. 
 
 

FOCUSING UPON GOD’S PRESENCE AND VOICE 
  

PRELUDE  “Meditation from ‘Thais’” JULIA MASSENET 
 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP   

Leader:  Grace and peace in Jesus Christ our Lord. 

People:  Amen. 

Leader:  Blessed are those whose transgression is forgiven. 

People:  Thanks be to God. 

 

OPENING PRAYER  

 

HYMN #93 “Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates” TRURO 
  
PRAYER OF CONFESSION  

L:  Trusting the grace promised to us in Jesus Christ, let us 

confess our sins before God and one another.  

P: Merciful God, we confess that we have strayed from your ways. 

Like the Prodigal Son, we have wasted our inheritance. You 

gave us the earth for our home, but we squander earth’s 

resources and hoard its bounty. You gave us neighbors to 

love, but we pursue selfish ambitions. You gave us the 

commandments that lead to human flourishing, but we break 

HYMN #435 “There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy” IN BABILONE 
 

SHARING JOYS & CONCERNS 

INTERCESSIONS AND PETITIONS 
 THE LORD’S PRAYER  GLORY TO GOD HYMNAL – PG. 35 

(Please use “debts & debtors”.) 
 
 

OUR RESPONSE TO GOD'S WORD 
  

OFFERTORY  “In My Beloved God” D. BUXTEHUDE 
 

DEDICATION HYMN #606 DOXOLOGY 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  

Praise Him, all creatures here below; 

Praise Him, above ye heavenly host;  

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
 
HYMN #792 “There Is a Balm in Gilead” BALM IN GILEAD 
   

CHARGE & BENEDICTION  
  

POSTLUDE  “Rigaudon” ANDRE CAMPRA 
 

 

 

*Children’s Time & Sunday School 

Following Children’s Time in worship, children from grades K 
through 5 will be dismissed to Sunday School. On the first Sunday of 
each month, Sunday School is not held so all may participate in 
communion. The same applies to holiday weekends, when Sunday 
School is not scheduled.  

For younger children, care is provided in the nursery during the 
remainder of our worship time. A single youth volunteer may be 
needed. Please ask the adult nursery personnel if a youth is 
necessary.  

your law and forsake your love. Forgive us our sin and bring 

us to repentance. Draw our wandering hearts back to you that 

we may find freedom in obedience. 

L: Lord, in your mercy 

P: Hear our prayers.  

 

ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS 
 

SHARING THE PEACE 

L:  Since God has forgiven us, let us also forgive one another. 

The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.  

P: And also with you. 

L:  Let us share our forgiven joy with one another. 
  

HYMN OF ASSURANCE #581 GLORIA PATRI 

Glory be to the Father,  

and to the Son,  

and to the Holy Ghost; 

As it was in the beginning,   

is now, and ever shall be, 

World without end.  Amen, Amen. 

 
MINUTE FOR MINISTRY: Consign for Good Sale JOANNE HERRING 

 
 

THE WORD OF GOD TO THE CHURCH 
  

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 
 

FIRST SCRIPTURE LESSON 2 CORINTHIANS 5:16-21  
 

CHILDREN’S TIME* 
 

ANTHEM “Ivory Palaces” BARRACLOUGH-MCCLUSKEY 
Senior Choir 

 

SECOND SCRIPTURE LESSON LUKE 15:1-3, 11B-32  
 
SERMON  “Good News for Prodigals” REV. REBECCA MALLOZZI 
  



 

POT LUCK LUNCHEON  
Next Sunday is our Pot Luck Luncheon, held instead of Sunday 

School. The Fellowship Committee will provide the main course, Pork 
BBQ. We rely on the generosity of attendees to bring along a side, salad, 

or dessert.  

 If your last name begins with A-M, please bring a dessert.  

 If your last name begins with N-Z, please bring a salad or side dish. 

OGHS AT WORK 
PRESBYTERIAN HUNGER PROGRAM (PHP) 

PHP works to alleviate hunger and eliminate its root causes. As a 
part of this mission, PHP gave over 125 grants totaling more than $1.1 
million, impacting communities across the United States and 21 other 

countries in 2017.  

More and Better Food 

 126,610 pounds of grain distributed 

 2,000 pounds of native, quality seeds distributed to farmers 

Solidarity with People 

 2,000 housing units built for homeless veterans and low income 

citizens in Ohio and D.C. 

 187 training sessions were held to build grassroots capacity in 

communities 

More Livable Environment 

 93,020 planted trees, 128 nurseries and 40 family gardens in 

partner countries 

 12 wells and hand pumps built or repaired in communities in 

Sierra Leone and Liberia with limited access to clean water. 
 

Faith Presbyterian Church will receive the One Great Hour of Sharing 
offering on Palm Sunday, April 14. In 2018, we received $6967.77. Do 

we think we can increase this in 2019?  

GIFT CARDS & VERA BRADLEY BAGS! 
WESTMINSTER VILLAGE—SATURDAY, APRIL 13 

Commons Dining Room. Doors open at 11:00 AM, Bingo begins at 

12:30 PM. A light lunch will be available, as well as a Tricky-Tray raffle.  

Admission is $20 in advance...$25 at the door. Complete info can 

be found on the flyer posted in Fellowship Hall. 

CONSIGN FOR GOOD SPRING SALE 
CONSIGN FOR GOOD IS THIS WEEK! Make your plans now to shop! 

For more information, please visit www.consignforgood.org. Don’t forget 
to post your yard sign if you have one.  

Want to help with Consign for Good? See Kris Melnick for more 
information, or go here to sign-up:  https://www.signupgenius.com/
go/60b0e4eacaf23a0fa7-volunteer2 

LENT...2019 
Our theme for Lent 2019 is “Cultivating and Letting Go.” Using 

resources from the group The Sanctified Art, we are exploring what must 
be cultivated within ourselves to further God’s work in us. We are also 
contemplating letting go of things that may be hindering our positive 
influence in the world. How is God calling you to cultivate and let go this 
Lent? We hope you’re able to join us for the variety of experiences God 
has in store for us through Lent.  Wednesdays thru April 10: Family 
prayer services with reflections based in art, poetry, and scripture. 
Services will be at 6:00 PM in the sanctuary. 

FAITH FEEDS GARDEN 
We are so looking forward to the Faith Feeds Garden this year!  

More details will follow, but here are the dates we have so far: 

 April 13, 9:00 AM  (the Saturday before Palm Sunday) - Plant the 

cold crops - broccoli, cauliflower, cabbage, lettuce, spinach.  Clean 

up edges of garden, possible mulch, and get ready for the season. 
This is a big day. 

 April 27, 10:00 AM - Plant potatoes - need only a few folks 

 May 18, 9:00 AM - Plant everything else - tomatoes, beans, squash, 

eggplant, melons, cucumbers, etc.  This is another big day. 

 Mondays, 9:00 AM, starting sometime in early June - Harvest 

time.  We will wait and see for sure when the first harvest will be. 
 

More info later.  Looking forward to gardening! - Suzanne Seem 

EASTER BREAKFAST 
April 21—8:45 AM to 10:30 AM 

Proceeds to benefit the Work Camp Mission Trip this summer. The 
breakfast is being hosted by assorted Christian men of Faith Church. If 
you would like to help out in the kitchen, Larry Hemberger asks that you 
contact him. lhemberger@peakconsults.com or 610-745-8133. 

Faith Life — SUNDAY, MARCH 31, 2019 

“If anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation” (2 Corinthians 5:17, NRSV). Welcome to new life, my friends. And welcome to the joy of worship!  

We hope you’ll join us following worship for beverages, snacks, and fellowship. 

 

FAITH PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF EMMAUS 
3002 N. Second Street - PO Box 507 - Emmaus, PA 18049 

610-967-5600—office@faithchurchemmaus.org 

Visit us on the web! www.faithchurchemmaus.org 
 

ARE YOU NEW TO FAITH CHURCH? 
If this is your first time in worship with us here at Faith Church, 

welcome! We want to get to know you, so be sure to sign the 
friendship registry, which can be found at one end of the pew. 

http://www.consignforgood.org
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60b0e4eacaf23a0fa7-volunteer2
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THIS WEEK  
Sunday, March 31 4th Sunday in Lent 
 9:15 AM— Sunday School: Middle School & Senior High 
10:00 AM—  Worship Service 
 10:20 AM— Sunday School: Kindergarten to Grade 5 
 11:15 AM— Adult Class: Past ‘Cringe-Worthy’ Behavior Catches 

Up with Virginia’s Governor and Attorney General 
 11:30 AM— New Living Water (S) 
 5:00 PM— Middle School Youth Group 
 6:30 PM— Senior High Youth Group 
 6:45 PM— Girl Scouts 
 
Monday, April 1 
  6:00 PM— Adult Handbells 
 7:00 PM— Discipleship Committee 
 7:30 PM— Emmaus Chorale 
  
Tuesday, April 2 
  9:00 AM— Emmaus Garden Club (FH) 
 6:00 PM— Consign for Good Committee 
 7:00 PM— Stewardship Committee (P) 
 7:30 PM— Finance Committee (4) 
 
Wednesday, April 3  
 9:30 AM— Women of Faith (BR) 
 Noon— Word on Wednesday (P) 
 6:00 PM— Family Prayer Service 
 7:00 PM— Senior Choir 
  
Thursday, April 4 
 7:30 AM— Disciples of Christ (P) 
 6:00 PM— Worship Committee (P) 
 7:00 PM— Narcotics Anonymous (FH) 
 
Friday, April 5  Church Office Closed 
 7:30 AM— Consign for Good (FH) 
 
Saturday, April 6 
 7:30 AM— Consign for Good (FH) 
 10:00 PM— Narcotics Anonymous (FH) 
 

Apr. 14 ............. Palm Sunday 
Apr. 18 ............. Maundy Thursday 

Apr. 19 ............. Good Friday 
Apr. 21 ............. Easter 

Apr. 24 ............. Women of Faith party—Trades of Hope 
May 2 ............... National Day of Prayer 

May 12 ............. Mother’s Day 

LOOKING AHEAD... 

TWO WEEKS OF FAITH 
This calendar is prepared a few days prior to distribution. Please see the church website for the most  
up-to-date information. Room Numbers, indicating where meetings will be held (when known), are shown in 
parentheses following the listing.  

Key 
BR Brick Room 
FH Fellowship Hall 

MR Music Room 

O Office 

P Parlor 

S Sanctuary 

 NEXT WEEK  
Sunday, April 7 5th Sunday in Lent 
 NO Sunday School Youth Group Laser Tag 
10:00 AM—  Worship Service: Communion 
 11:00 AM— JAM Singers rehearsal (MR) 
 11:30 AM— Pot Luck Luncheon 
 11:30 AM— New Living Water (S) 
 6:45 PM— Girl Scouts 
 
Monday, April 8 
 2:00 PM— Daybreak 
  6:00 PM— Adult Handbells 
 7:30 PM— Emmaus Chorale 
  
Tuesday, April 9 
 7:00 PM— Session 
 
Wednesday, April 10  
 9:30 AM— Women of Faith (BR) 
 Noon— Word on Wednesday (P) 
 6:00 PM— Family Prayer Service 
 7:00 PM— Senior Choir 
 7:00 PM— EPNHN (P) 
  
Thursday, April 11 
 7:00 PM— Narcotics Anonymous (FH) 
 
Friday, April 12 Church Office Closed 
 
Saturday, April 13 
 9:00 AM— Faith Feeds Garden 
 9:00 AM— Zumba (FH0 
 10:00 AM— Crazy Quilters (FH) 
 10:00 PM— Narcotics Anonymous (FH) 
 
 

3/31 Anthony Howorth 

4/5 Joan Hulbert 

4/6 Austin Godiska 

Women’s Devotional Fellowship will not meet on 
Thursdays during Lent.  Next regular meeting -  April 25. 

Consign for Good 
set-up & Sale (FH) 

JESUS AND ME (J.A.M.) SINGERS   
Young singers Grades K - 5 

 Practice April 7 – immediately following worship (11-11:20 AM)     

Where – Music Room, Room 10                                 
Singing in Worship – April 14  (practice at 9:30 AM) 

https://faithchurchemmaus.org/events/full-calendar/
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Past Cringe-Worthy Behavior Catches Up With Virginia's 
Governor and Attorney General

The Wired Word for the Week of February 17, 2019 

In the News 

In the opening six days of this month, surprise revelations about three government leaders in 
Virginia have raised widespread calls for the men -- Gov. Ralph Northam, Lt. Gov. Justin 
Fairfax and State Attorney General Mark Herring -- to resign, though as of this writing, none has 
done so. 

The political storm began when a picture on Gov. Northam's 1984 medical school yearbook page 
surfaced showing two people -- one in blackface (a form of theatrical makeup used 
predominantly by non-black performers to represent a caricature of a black person), the other in a 
KKK hood and robe. Initially Northam said he was one of those in the picture, but later, after 
viewing the photo, which he said he had not seen previously, he denied that he was either of the 
persons in that photo. But he added that he had darkened his face to look more like Michael 
Jackson for a dance contest that same year. The governor, now 59, would have been 24 years old 
at that time. 

Soon thereafter, Lt. Gov. Justin Fairfax, the person in line to become governor if Northam 
resigned, was accused by a woman named Vanessa Tyson of assaulting her during the 2004 
Democratic National Convention in Boston. Fairfax denied the allegations, saying the interaction 
was consensual. Tyson responded with a statement in which she said in part, "What began as 
consensual kissing quickly turned into a sexual assault." A second woman has since accused 
Fairfax of rape. 

Then, State Attorney General Mark Herring, who would be next in line to become governor if 
both Northam and Fairfax resigned, released a statement acknowledging that he, too, had 
appeared in blackface, at a party in 1980, to portray a rapper he listened to. Herring was 19 and 
in college at the time. 

All three men are Democrats. Should all of them resign, the governorship would then go to 
speaker of the Virginia House of Delegates, Republican Kirk Cox. 

For purposes of this lesson, we are considering the circumstances of only Northam and Herring. 
The accusations against Fairfax fall into a different category. 

Northam has refused to resign, saying that he now recognizes the hurt that blackface behavior 
causes, and that it does not represent his present views. 

In a statement Northam released when the photo first surfaced, he said, "This behavior is not in 
keeping with who I am today and the values I have fought for throughout my career in the 
military, in medicine [Northam was a pediatric neurologist], and in public service." 

Northam added, "But I want to be clear. I understand how this decision shakes Virginians' faith 
in that commitment. I recognize that it will take time and serious effort to heal the damage this 
conduct has caused. I am ready to do that important work. The first step is to offer my sincerest 
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apology and to state my absolute commitment to living up to the expectations Virginians set for 
me when they elected me to be their governor." 

Herring has also apologized for his blackface episode. 

According to a Washington Post-Schar School poll, conducted following the revelation of the 
racist photo on Northam's yearbook page, Virginia's population is split quite evenly about what 
he should do, with 47 percent wanting him to stay as governor and the same percentage wanting 
him to resign. 

A majority of African-Americans in Virginia, however, prefer that he remain in office: 58 
percent to 37 percent. 

The Washington Post, reporting on the poll results, quoted Virginia resident Louise Butler, 76, of 
Richmond. She's African-American and grew up in the city and can still recall an argument she 
had as a teenager with a white woman over where she was allowed to sit on a bus. 

Butler admits to being shocked and disappointed by the yearbook photo, noting that the Klan 
costume, in particular, brought back memories of the violence and discrimination experienced by 
black people in the South before and during the civil rights movement. 

Nonetheless, she said that despite the views Northam may have held as a young man, she 
believes he is now committed to advancing racial equality -- something Northam now says will 
be the focus of his remaining years as governor. 

"He's been a good governor, and he's been good, as far as I know, to black people," Butler said. 

The existence of the photo was first reported by Patrick Howley, editor in chief of the 
website Big League Politics, who later told The Washington Post in an interview that he learned 
of the photo from a tip from a "concerned citizen, not a political opponent." 

The tip came after Northam's comments about late-term abortions, Howley said. He declined to 
further identify the source, but according to two people at Big League Politics, who spoke on the 
condition of anonymity, the tip appears to have come from a medical school classmate or 
classmates of Northam who acted as a direct result of the abortion controversy. 

More on this story can be found at these links: 

The Complete and Utter Collapse of Virginia's Democratic Party. CNN  
Virginians Are Split on Governor's Fate Amid Blackface Scandal, Poll Shows. The Washington 
Post  
A Tip From a 'Concerned Citizen' Helps a Reporter Land the Scoop of a Lifetime About 
Northam. The Washington Post  
Embattled Ralph Northam, in First Interview Since Blackface Furor, Says He Wants to Focus on 
Racial Equity. Fox News 

Applying the News Story 

Regarding our past catching up with us, one of our wise TWW editorial team members, Liz 
Antonson, recommended that we make a distinction between "cringe-worthy" stuff and crime. 
We at The Wired Word are not in a position to know the facts or the attitudes of the heart 
involved in the past acts of any of the three men, but in the cases of Northam and Herring, what 

https://www.cnn.com/2019/02/06/politics/herring-northam-fairfax-virginia-democrats/index.html
https://www.cnn.com/2019/02/06/politics/herring-northam-fairfax-virginia-democrats/index.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/local/virginia-politics/virginians-split-on-governors-fate-amid-blackface-scandal-poll-shows/2019/02/09/93002e84-2bc1-11e9-b011-d8500644dc98_story.html?utm_term=.4237911ccbb6
https://www.washingtonpost.com/local/virginia-politics/virginians-split-on-governors-fate-amid-blackface-scandal-poll-shows/2019/02/09/93002e84-2bc1-11e9-b011-d8500644dc98_story.html?utm_term=.4237911ccbb6
https://www.washingtonpost.com/amphtml/lifestyle/style/a-tip-from-a-concerned-citizen-helps-a-reporter-land-the-scoop-of-a-lifetime/2019/02/03/e30762ea-2765-11e9-ad53-824486280311_story.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/amphtml/lifestyle/style/a-tip-from-a-concerned-citizen-helps-a-reporter-land-the-scoop-of-a-lifetime/2019/02/03/e30762ea-2765-11e9-ad53-824486280311_story.html
https://www.foxnews.com/politics/embattled-northam-in-first-interview-since-blackfaceo-says-he-wants-to-focus-on-racial-equality
https://www.foxnews.com/politics/embattled-northam-in-first-interview-since-blackfaceo-says-he-wants-to-focus-on-racial-equality
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they have admitted to doing -- wearing blackface -- is something they now consider cringe-
worthy in light of today's cultural climate. The accusations against Fairfax -- sexual assaults -- if 
true, are crimes. 

The Wired Word is also not in a position to advise any of the three as to what they ought to do 
now, and we have no interest in any political aspects of their plights. 

We also recognize that questions of offensiveness and absolution are between Northam, Herring 
and those who feel demeaned by their actions. 

What we can do, however, is to acknowledge that many people, including some of us, have done 
stupid or offensive stuff or made insensitive comments in the past that we have since outgrown. 
Today, we might even cringe as we recall some of those incidents. We accept that some of those 
things may have hurt others, and we rightly regret them. 

And that brings us to the theme for this lesson: that life at its best should be a journey. We 
Christians talk about "growing in Christ," and what is that growth if not movement from one 
understanding to another? We sometimes call this "maturing" in Christ, but this side of the grave, 
maturing is not a destination, but a series of milestones. 

So for this lesson, we'll consider what it means to be on the journey of life and how new 
perspectives mean that we don't want our lives to be defined by our past cringe-worthy moments. 

The Big Questions 
Here are some of the questions we will discuss in class: 

1. How is your walk with God different today from when you took your first steps in it? What 
are some marks of spiritual immaturity? What are some marks of spiritual maturity? 

2. Is there something cringe-worthy in your past that you would change if you could? What 
defines who you are today? How should looking at yourself in the past and at how you have 
changed influence how you look at yourself now, with an eye toward future changes? In other 
words, might a time come when you consider your current views cringe-worthy? 

3. What does it take for you to give the benefit of the doubt to people with cringe-worthy stuff in 
their background? What makes you believe -- or not believe -- that a person has changed for the 
better and would today repudiate the earlier behavior or attitudes? 

4. How did your context -- the times, your surroundings, your culture, your family influences, 
your religious commitment, etc. -- affect what you used to affirm but no longer support? Should 
you have known better then? Why or why not? How does your context now affect how you view 
your earlier ideas and understandings? 

5. As a society, why are we so intent on measuring people by past choices, and often eager to 
ruin people? Should we assume that we are the only ones who are works in progress and that 
everyone else remains as they were? 

Confronting the News With Scripture and Hope 
We will look at selected verses from these Scripture texts. You may wish to read these in advance 
for background: 
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1 Peter 1:17-21 
Hebrews 11:1-2, 8-12 
2 Corinthians 5:14-19 
Galatians 1:13-24 
2 Peter 1:1-11 
Matthew 7:1-6 
In class, we will talk about these passages and look for some insight into the big questions, as 
well as talk about other questions you may have about this topic. Please join us. 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Peter+1%3A17-21&version=MSG
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Hebrews+11%3A1-2%2C+8-12&version=NRSV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+Corinthians+5%3A14-19&version=NRSV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Galatians+1%3A13-24&version=NRSV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+Peter+1%3A1-11&version=NRSV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+7%3A1-6&version=NRSV

