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Online Column:  revmallozzi.blogspot.com 

PASTOR EMERITUS: Rev. Dr. Charles E. Colson 

ORGANIST/DIR. SENIOR CHOIR & ADULT BELL CHOIR: Brian Snyder 

ADMIN. ASSISTANT: Lynda Scheirer    CUSTODIAN: Scott MacKenzie 

DEACON GREETER: Ann Greenwood 

FLOWER DEACON: Eleanor DePhillips  

WORSHIP ASSISTANT:  Mark Ingram AUDIO: Tim Melnick 

USHER CAPTAIN: Carolyn Baittinger VIDEO: Andy Ingram 

USHERS: Paul Wiese, Cathy Wiese, Elaine Smits, Tim Melnick 

CANDLE LIGHTING:  Comoglio, Dredge, and Greenwood families 

FELLOWSHIP:  John Gill 

FLOWERS:   Toni & Nelson Fernandez, in celebration of their anniversary. 

   Luff family, in celebration of Sam’s birthday. 

  

ELDERS: 
Class of 2018 2019 2020 

 Jim DePhillips III Rob Clark Jack Decker 
 Lisa Heineman Linda Kennington Bruce Luff 

 Lynn Ingram Tim Melnick Erik Walker 
 Diane Millick Chuck Waters Cathy Wiese 

 
DEACONS: 

Class of 2018 2019 2020 

 Luana Graber Deb Ferguson Eleanor DePhillips 
 Ann Greenwood Mark Ingram Liz Kenny 

 Donna Hill Melanie Shimer Beth Kunkle 
 Jana Masenheimer Elaine Smits  

 Hymns in the 700’s that are indicated with a are from Sing! People of 
Faith, the purple booklet in pews.  

 Worship sheets & activity bags for children are available from the ushers. 

 Assistive listening devices are available for those with hearing difficulties.  

 Large print worship materials and hymnals are 
available. Please ask an usher for assistance. 

Order of Worship 

December 16, 2018 
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Joys and Concerns 

Please keep these people in your prayers. 

 Becky Shreck—prayers needed for her ongoing issues with her 
autoimmune illness.  

 Betty Dennis—ongoing health issues. 
 Marie Heffner—ongoing health issues. 

 

Military Service 

Please keep these people in your prayers. 

 Cpt. Bethany Kauffman, USMC, niece of Penny & Jim Pantano. 

 Patrick Woolcock, nephew of Deanna Robinson, serving in the 

Middle East.  

 Hillary N. Waterman, granddaughter of Ellen and Bill Bender,  

 Doland J. Miller II and Jeremy Miller, nephews of Joe Smits. 
 

 

Contact Information—Pastoral Care Needs 

 To contact our pastor, please use Rebecca Mallozzi’s email 

address, revmallozzi@faithchurchemmaus.org. 

 For pastoral care needs during office hours, between 9:00 AM 

and 2:00 PM, contact the church office—610-967-5600.  

 After hours, please contact either of the Co-Moderators of 
Deacons...Jana Masenheimer — 610-737-0984, or                    

Melanie Shimer—610-965-8764; or contact Lynn Ingram,      
Clerk of Session— 484-695-9073, any of who can make the  
appropriate connections. 

 For medical emergencies or death, contact Rebecca at 
revmallozzi@faithchurchemmaus.org or call 484-523-0240. 

 

 

Faith Church Prayer Chain 

 Please send prayer requests to prayers@faithchurchemmaus.org,  
or use the link from the Faith Church website.

( www.faithchurchemmaus.org ) 
 

Artwork by Travis Haley 
 
 

JOY 

http://revmallozzi.blogspot.com
mailto:revmallozzi@faithchurchemmaus.org
mailto:revmallozzi@faithchurchemmaus.org
mailto:prayers@faithchurchemmaus.org?subject=Prayer%20Request
http://www.faithchurchemmaus.org
mailto:office@faithchurchemmaus.org
http://www.faithchurchemmaus.org


THE ORDER OF MORNING WORSHIP 
3RD SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

10:00 AM DECEMBER 16, 2018 
 

  

THE FIRST NOTE OF THE PRELUDE begins our worship.  

  Please use the prelude time to turn your attention to God’s 

presence and help.  Nurturing our relationships and friendships 

in fellowship is essential to our life as a congregation, so please 

continue to do so following our time of worship. 
  

Those who are able are invited to stand. 
 
 

FOCUSING UPON GOD’S PRESENCE AND VOICE 
  

PRELUDE  “It Came Upon a Midnight Clear”  
Sadie Kennedy, piano 

 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
CALL TO WORSHIP   

Leader:  Give thanks to the Lord and call upon the holy name of the 

most high God. 

People:  The Lord is our strength and our salvation. 

Leader: Proclaim the mercy of the one who comes as one of us. 

People: Trust and do not be afraid. 

Leader: With joy you will draw water from the wells of peace. 

People: The Lord is our strength and our salvation. Hallelujah! Amen. 

 

LIGHTING THE ADVENT CANDLES   
Lighter: Watch and wait for Christ’s coming! Today, we light this 

candle for hope. We light this candle for peace. We light this 

candle for joy. Rejoice, for our Lord is coming into darkness 

of oppression’s exile to lead us home. 

People: God of promise, God of hope, into our darkness come. 
  

OPENING PRAYER  

 
HYMN #132 “Good Christian Friends, Rejoice” IN DULCI JUBILO 
    

REFLECTIONS: BROAD STREET MINISTRY IMMERSION TRIP 
  
HYMN #134 “Joy to the World” ANTIOCH  
 

SHARING JOYS & CONCERNS 
INTERCESSIONS AND PETITIONS 
 THE LORD’S PRAYER  GLORY TO GOD HYMNAL – PG. 35 

(Please use “debts & debtors”.) 
 
 

OUR RESPONSE TO GOD'S WORD 
  

OFFERTORY  “Gesu Bambino” PIETRO YON 

Max Kennedy, violin 
 

DEDICATION HYMN #606 DOXOLOGY 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  

Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
Praise Him, above ye heavenly host;  

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

 
HYMN #121 “O Little Town of Bethlehem” ST. LOUIS 
 

CHARGE & BENEDICTION  
  

POSTLUDE  “God Rest Ye Merry Gentlemen” WILBUR HELD 

  
 

 

*Children’s Time & Sunday School 

Following Children’s Time in worship, children from grades K 
through 5 will be dismissed to Sunday School. On the first Sunday of 
each month, Sunday School is not held so all may participate in 
communion. The same applies to holiday weekends, when Sunday 
School is not scheduled.  

For younger children, care is provided in the nursery during the 
remainder of our worship time.  

PRAYER OF CONFESSION  
Leader:  The Lord is near. Let us confess our sins together. 

People:  In your presence, Holy God, we confess that we need 

repentance. We have broken your commands against 

idolatry. We do not live in peace with your creation or your 

people. We have not trusted your word, and we are afraid. 

Forgive us, restore us, and turn our shame into praise  

for the sake of the One who proclaims the good news  

and for the sake of all the world.  

 

ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS 
 

SHARING THE PEACE 
Leader:  Since God has forgiven us, let us also forgive one another. 

The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.  

People: And also with you. 

Leader: Let us share our forgiven joy with one another. 

  
HYMN OF ASSURANCE #581 GLORIA PATRI 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 
World without end.  Amen, Amen. 
 

MINUTE FOR MINISTRY: Christmas Joy Offering PASTOR BECKI 
 

 
THE WORD OF GOD TO THE CHURCH 

  

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 
 

FIRST SCRIPTURE LESSON PHILIPPIANS 4:4-7 
(NT – Pg. 190 in the white-edged Bible, Pg. 187 in the blue-edged Bible) 
  

CHILDREN’S TIME* 

 
ANTHEM  “Journey to Bethlehem” TERESA JENNINGS 

J.A.M. Singers “Away in a Manger” TRADITIONAL 
  
SECOND SCRIPTURE LESSON ZEPHANIAH 3:14-20 

(OT – Pg. 902 in the white-edged Bible, Pg. 826 in the blue-edged Bible) 

 

 

SO THAT THOSE PRESENT MAY EXPERIENCE GOD WITHOUT DISTRACTION, WE 
ASK THAT CELL PHONES AND OTHER ELECTRONIC DEVICES BE TURNED OFF 

PRIOR TO THE START OF WORSHIP. THANK YOU.  



 

Faith Life 
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 16, 2018 

Welcome to worship this third week of Advent. May the Holy Spirit bless and strengthen you today.  
 We hope you’ll join us following worship for beverages, snacks, and fellowship. 

SPECIAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING 
There will be a congregational meeting immediately following 

worship this morning, for the purpose of electing the slate of officers and 
Nominating Committee members, and to vote on the pastor's terms of 
call. Pastor Becki prefers to begin the new year with a new contract, so 
this is the reason for the change. New officers will be installed in January 
and were invited to attend the recent session meeting on December 11. 

JESUS AND ME (JAM) SINGERS 
PRACTICE & Singing in Worship for Young singers, Grades K-5 

Practice: today—immediately following worship (11-11:20 AM) 
Where: Music Room, Room 10 

Come and MAKE A JOYFUL NOISE TO THE LORD! 

A MESSAGE FROM WOMEN OF FAITH 

A HUGE THANK YOU to all the volunteers who made our 2018 
Craft Fair a success. We work hard every year for the annual event, but 
couldn’t do it without all of our amazing volunteers.  

Thanks again, Women of Faith 

A REMINDER FROM THE FINANCIAL SECRETARY 
All contributions to the church that are to be counted as 2018 

contributions must be received at the church no later than Monday, 
January 7. Any donations made after that even if the check is dated 
2018, will be counted toward your 2019 contributions. The Financial 
Secretary will be printing and sending out your 2018 tax statements on 
January 8 and 9. Thank you for your understanding. 

2019 PHONE DIRECTORY 
Have you checked your listing in the proof copy of the 2019 

Directory (which can be found in a green notebook on the table in the 
narthex)? Even if you haven’t made any changes, please take a moment 
to double-check your listing. You may want to add a cell phone number, 
an email address, etc. The proof copy will remain in the narthex 
throughout December. The printed copies of the directory will be made 
available by Sunday, January 27, 2019, at the latest.  

WORKCAMP COOKIE SALE 
The work campers will hold their annual Cookie Sale following the 

worship service today, in Fellowship Hall. Stop by and stock up on 
cookies for the Christmas season.  

ASSISTIVE LISTENING DEVICES UPDATED 
A new Sanctuary Hearing Assist System has been donated. The new 

modern FM Transmitter and Receivers work great! If you have an 'Old 
Red' radio, please trade-in 'Old Red' and get a much improved 'New 
Black' model. It's not a new car, but it's a great radio! These recharge-
able black radios can be found next to the light switch panel. When you 
are done on Sunday, please put the black radio back in the battery 
charger. If you do not immediately trade-in "Old-Red", please note the 
old Red radios (which also use Channel 13) are compatible with the new 
FM Transmitter.   

A wide variety of compatible ear-phones are available in the drawer 
of the black steel rack. Please try each type of ear-phone until you find 
one you like. Or, for those who have a "T-coil" pickup in your hearing aid, 
a wire "neck loop" is available to try.  That neck loop couples the 
receiver's audio with your hearing aid T-coil. No ear-phone & wires 
needed.   

If you would like a personal neck loop or in ear-bud, we can get one 
for you. The neck loop can be worn under your coat, sweater or shirt 
each Sunday.  If we run out of ear-buds or personal neck loops, contact 
Jim Robinson. He will coordinate getting new ones.  

CHRISTMAS JOY OFFERING: THE PERFECT GIFT 
Each year during the Advent and Christmas season, we turn our 

eyes to Bethlehem and celebrate the wondrous gift of Jesus Christ, our 
Savior. By giving to the Christmas Joy Offering, you honor this gift by 
providing assistance to current and retired church workers in their time 
of need and developing our future leaders at Presbyterian-related racial 
ethnic schools and colleges. 

Next Sunday, we will receive and dedicate our Christmas Joy 
Offering . Please see the recent winter issue of the Faith Flyer to learn 
more about this offering, and who the funds help.  

 

In 2017, Faith Presbyterian Church received $3,113.00, 
with 48 participants, for the Christmas Joy Offering. 

Do you think we can be JOYFUL givers and “top” that amount? 

 

FAITH PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF EMMAUS 
3002 N. Second Street - PO Box 507 - Emmaus, PA 18049 

610-967-5600—office@faithchurchemmaus.org 

Visit us on the web! www.faithchurchemmaus.org 
 

ARE YOU NEW TO FAITH CHURCH? 
If this is your first time in worship with us here at 

Faith Church, welcome! We want to get to know you, 
so be sure to sign the friendship registry, which can 
be found at one end of the pew. 

ANNUAL REPORTS ARE DUE ON DECEMBER 31! 

mailto:610-967-5600%E2%80%94office@faithchurchemmaus.org
http://www.faithchurchemmaus.org


 

THIS WEEK  
Sunday, December 16 Workcamp Cookie Sale 
 9:15 AM— Sunday School: Middle School & Senior High 
 9:30 am— J.A.M. Singers (MR) 
10:00 AM—  Worship Service 
 10:20 AM— Sunday School: Kindergarten to Grade 5 
 11:00 AM— Congregational Meeting 
 11:00 AM— J.A.M. Singers (MR) 
 11:15 AM— Adult Class: Iconic Retail Giant Sears Files for Bankruptcy  
 11:30 AM— New Living Water (S) 
 5:00 PM— Middle School Youth Group 
 5:00 PM— Confirmation Class 
 6:30 PM— Senior High Youth Group 
 6:45 PM— Girl Scouts 
 
Monday, December 17 
 
  
Tuesday, December 18  
 5:00 PM— Art Worship (BR)   (Note the time change!)  
 7:00 PM— Deacon’s Meeting 
 
Wednesday, December 19 
 Noon— Word on Wednesday (P) 
 6:00 PM— Adult Handbell Choir 
 7:00 PM— Senior Choir (S) 
  
Thursday, December 20 
 9:30 AM— Women’s Devotional Fellowship: Holiday Brunch 
 9:30 AM— Chair Yoga (FH) 
 7:00 PM— Narcotics Anonymous (FH) 
 
Friday, December 21 Church Office Closed 
 
Saturday, December 22 
 9:00 AM— Zumba (FH) 
 11:30 PM— Narcotics Anonymous (FH) 
 

Dec. 31 ............ Annual Report Deadline 
  
2019 
Jan. 1 ............... New Year’s Day— Church Office Closed 
Feb. 3 .............. Annual Congregational Meeting 

Feb. 17 ............ Deadline for Spring Faith Flyer 
Feb. 18 ............ President’s Day—Church Office Closed 

Feb. 22-24 ...... Youth Group Retreat 
Mar. 6 .............. Ash Wednesday 

Mar. 10 ............ Lent Begins 
Apr. 14 ............ Palm Sunday 

Apr. 18 ............ Maundy Thursday 
Apr. 19 ............ Good Friday 
Apr. 21 ............ Easter 

May 2 ............... National Day of Prayer 

LOOKING AHEAD... 

TWO WEEKS OF FAITH 
This calendar is prepared a few days prior to distribution. Please see the church website for the most  
up-to-date information. Room Numbers, indicating where meetings will be held (when known), are shown in 
parentheses following the listing.  

Key 
BR Brick Room 
FH Fellowship Hall 

MR Music Room 

O Office 

P Parlor 

S Sanctuary 

 NEXT WEEK  
Sunday, December 23 Christmas Joy Offering 
 No Sunday School 
10:00 AM—  Worship Service 
 11:30 AM— New Living Water (S) 
 5:00 PM— Youth Groups  
 6:45 PM— Girl Scouts 
 
Monday, December 24    Christmas Eve Church Office Closed 
 5:00 PM— Family Worship Service  
 9:30 PM— Traditional Worship Service 
 11:30 pm— Worship Service @ Emmaus Triangle 
  
Tuesday, December 25    Christmas Church Office Closed 
 
 
Wednesday, December 26 
 
  
Thursday, December 27 
 No Women’s Devotional Fellowship: Happy New Year! 
 9:30 AM— Chair Yoga (FH) 
 7:00 PM— Narcotics Anonymous (FH) 
 
Friday, December 28 Church Office Closed 
 1:00 PM— Youth Groups Star Wars Movie Marathon 
 
Saturday, December 29 
 9:00 AM— Zumba (FH) 
 11:30 PM— Narcotics Anonymous (FH) 

12/18 Owen Dredge 

12/19 Thomas Eck, Bonnie Osterwald 

12/20 Dottie Harshman, Erik Walker 

12/21 Marie Comoglio, Nora Harford 

12/23 Dennis Arndt, Isabella Cachiguango 

https://faithchurchemmaus.org/events/full-calendar/
https://www.facebook.com/Faith-Presbyterian-Church-885453774875376/


12
13

6-
18

-3
05

The Christmas Joy Offering is one of four annual
special offerings. The church-wide Special Offerings
of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) play an important

role in defining what it means to be a connectional church in the twenty-first century, bringing together
the diversity of the PC (USA) to focus and take faith-based action on shared concerns. The Offerings
offer opportunities for partnership, learning, and witness and profoundly affect the life of the church as
a collective witness to Jesus Christ’s love for the whole church.

The Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) reflects God’s gift to us, through the
Christmas Joy Offering, with generous gifts supporting church leaders among
us, retired, present and future, who have pointed us to God. Even as we 
support our current and former church leaders, God is calling new leaders for
our Church and world, through the ministry of Presbyterian-related schools
and colleges equipping communities of color — offering students the means
for a brighter future and enhanced opportunities to use their talents and skills
to serve God, the Church and the world for years to come.

WAYS TO GIVE

Through your congregation

Text JOY to 56512 to learn more or donate

Online at presbyterianmission.org/give/christmasjoy

Every generous 
act of giving … 
is from above. 
— JAMES 1:17

THE PERFECT GIFT.



THE PERFECT GIFT
In the lead up to Christmas, many of us spend time in
search of the perfect gift — the gift that communicates
to friends and family how much we know and love them. 

For those of us gathered together in Advent expectation,
we know that the only perfect gift ever given was the
one we received in Jesus Christ — a perfect gift from a
gracious God. Although we cannot give the perfect gift,
we can give generously, knowing, as the New Testament
letter of James says, “every generous act of giving … is
from above.” 

50%
of your gifts make it possible 

for students to learn and grow in faith 
at Presbyterian-related schools and colleges 

equipping communities of color.

50%
of your gifts provide assistance 

for current and retired church workers 
and their families with critical financial needs.

IF WE ALL DO A LITTLE, IT ADDS UP TO A LOT.

Jesus was sent to lead his people, pointing to God through love and 
justice, peace and compassion, forgiveness and humility. We can never
match God’s perfect gift in Jesus, but through the Christmas Joy 
Offering, we can testify to who we have known God to be. 

Our gifts reflect our generous God. Our gifts support leaders in our Church
and world — past, present and future. 

For some, these gifts have taken the form of Emergency Assistance Grants
after the devastation of Hurricane Maria in Puerto Rico — active and 
retired pastors, as well as other church workers received assistance. For
others, it was in the form of scholarships to Presbyterian-related schools
and colleges equipping communities of color, allowing students to not
only receive an excellent education, but to explore their faith intimately
to become better leaders with values, ethics, and moral character. 

Please give generously.



 
Iconic Retail Giant Sears Files for Bankruptcy 

The Wired Word for the Week of October 21, 2018 

In the News 

"It's a sad day for American retail," said Craig Johnson when he heard that Sears Holdings Corp., 
parent of the Sears and Kmart companies, had filed for Chapter 11 bankruptcy protection. 
Johnson, president of a business that conducts retail research, continued, "There are generations 
of people who grew up on Sears and now it's not relevant." 

Sears plans to close 188 unprofitable stores by the end of the year. CEO Edward Lampert is 
stepping down immediately. A team of three other Sears executives will oversee daily 
operations. 

In 1886, Richard Sears, a railway employee in Minnesota, began selling old pocket watches by 
mail. Within a year, Sears took watch repairman Alvah Roebuck on as a partner and moved the 
company to Chicago, expanding its line of products and services until it grew to become the 
nation's biggest retailer of anything and everything to anyone and everyone everywhere. 

According to The New York Times, "Sears Roebuck was, in many ways, an early version of 
Amazon. It used the Postal Service to reach the most remote parts of a growing nation and sorted 
and shipped products from a three-million-square-foot warehouse in Chicago," at the time, the 
largest distribution center of its kind in the world. 

By marketing direct to the consumer, Sears eliminated the need to pay middlemen, which meant 
it could offer products to consumers at lower prices. 

As shoppers became more urbanized and mobile in the 1920s, Sears began transitioning to brick 
and mortar stores where customers could get their eyes checked, their teeth cleaned, their tires 
rotated and family portraits taken. Sears offered a "one-stop shop" where people could grab a 
soda, eat lunch and purchase everything they needed from cradle to grave, including apparel, 
appliances, pets, camping gear, DIY home-building kits, furniture, cribs and tombstones. By 
1931, the company's physical stores were more profitable than its mail-order business. 

After World War II, Sears followed its customers into suburbia, anchoring regional malls. By the 
mid-20th century, one in every 100 dollars spent in the United States was spent at Sears. 

During the 1960s and 1970s, all Sears employees shared in company profits and received stock 
options in the business. At the pinnacle of its success, Sears moved its headquarters in 1973 to 
the 110-story Sears Tower in Chicago, which was the world's tallest building at the time. 

In the early 1980s, Sears had revenue five times greater than that of Walmart, but a decade later, 
Walmart was twice as big as Sears, which lost focus by venturing into financial products such as 
banking, mortgages, insurance and credit cards. 

Ten years ago, 302,000 people worked for Sears and its affiliates, which include Kmart; today 
only 68,000 are employed by the company. Of the 1,980 Sears and Kmart stores the company 
operated in 2013, only 866 remain, many in a state of disrepair. 



Sears hasn't turned a profit since 2010, and has lost more than $11 billion since 2011. Sales were 
down from $53 billion in 2006 to less than $17 billion in 2017. Sears' shares, which topped $120 
in 2007, closed last Friday at 40.7 cents. 

Neil Saunders, the managing director of GlobalData Retail, said that Sears' poor performance 
"has manifested itself in lost customers, lost market share, and a brand that has become tarnished 
and increasingly irrelevant." 

Industry analysts point to several factors that contributed to Sears' decline: a loss of focus; the 
inability to continue reinventing itself to adapt to new technology and changing customer needs 
and shopping behavior; the rise of competitive discount, big-box stores such as Walmart and 
Costco, retailers such as Home Depot and Lowe's that claimed market share Sears once 
dominated, and e-commerce behemoth Amazon; and poor hiring choices and management. 

Business analyst James Light put it this way: "Over the years Sears become involved in many 
businesses in addition to its retail core, purchasing or establishing diverse businesses such as 
auto insurance companies, stock brokerage and real estate companies. The strategy boosted 
company revenues, but diverted resources and focus away from Sears' core business model. As a 
result, its retail business suffered and lost market share to big-box competitors." 

You might say that Sears "forgot its first love," which ultimately led to its collapse. 

The iconic merchandiser endeavored to reverse the downward trajectory of its business, cutting 
its legendary but unprofitable catalog, merging with struggling Kmart in 2005 and selling off 
valuable assets such as the Craftsman tool brand to raise needed funds, but it never committed to 
the major change needed, according to Greg Portell, a partner at A.T. Kearney's consulting firm. 

"They continue to keep the business alive through various financial engineering moves," he said. 
"That's a sign they don't have a solution for the fundamental business itself." 

Billionaire ESL Investments hedge fund manager Edward Lampert acquired Sears in 2004 and is 
its biggest shareholder. He had little experience managing a large retail chain when he took over 
a decade ago, and never developed a successful business plan. While Lampert is stepping down 
as CEO of Sears, he will remain the board chairman. 

Some view Lampert's management style and investment strategy with suspicion, citing concerns 
about possible conflicts of interest that depleted Sears of many of its most valuable assets, which 
were often sold to companies in which he or his hedge fund had a stake. 

Lampert also owns the largest percentage of stock in Seritage Growth Properties, which is Sears' 
landlord. He has expressed interest in acquiring Sears' valuable Kenmore brand as part of the 
bankruptcy settlement, to restructure about $2.5 billion in debt Sears owes Lampert and his 
hedge fund. 

Mired in debt, Sears has arranged financing that will allow it to continue operating through the 
crucial holiday season. After that, the future of the company is uncertain. 

  



More on this story can be found at these links: 

Sears Files for Bankruptcy Protection, to Close Another 142 Stores. Chicago Tribune 
Sears, the Original Everything Store, Files for Bankruptcy. The New York Times 
Walmart Is Aggressively Shifting Away From Its Most Legendary Shopping Format 
(video). Yahoo.com 
Breaking Faith. The Atlantic 
Pew: Why Americans Go to Church or Stay Home. Christianity Today 

 

Applying the News Story 

Many churches that once were full of activity are now, like Sears, struggling to survive, let alone 
thrive. The changes Sears faces provide us with the opportunity to discuss how we can navigate 
cultural and economic changes while remaining faithful to our mission. 

 

 

The Big Questions 
Here are some of the questions we will discuss in class: 

1. In your experience, what factors contribute to a church's growth? To a church's decline? 

2. Sears was a trusted and successful brand for years, but then lost its connection to the average 
consumer. What similar challenges does the church face? How can the church stay connected to 
people? 

3. How has your community changed in your lifetime? 

4. In what ways does the church present the gospel message differently today than it did in the 
past? In what ways has the church's ministry changed in response to changes in the community? 

5. Do you think God would want the church to make changes to be "relevant"? Why or why not? 
What makes a church "relevant"? What does your church need to do to become or remain 
relevant in a fast-changing world? 

 

 

Confronting the News With Scripture and Hope 
We will look at selected verses from these Scripture texts. You may wish to read these in advance 
for background: 

Lamentations 1:1-7 
Ezra 3:8-13 
John 6:60-71 
Revelation 1:12-20; 2:1-7 
In class, we will talk about these passages and look for some insight into the big questions. 
Please join us. 

http://www.chicagotribune.com/business/ct-biz-sears-bankruptcy-20181015-story.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/10/14/business/sears-bankruptcy-filing-chapter-11.html
https://www.yahoo.com/finance/news/walmart-aggressively-shifting-away-legendary-shopping-format-120049155.html
https://www.yahoo.com/finance/news/walmart-aggressively-shifting-away-legendary-shopping-format-120049155.html
https://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/2017/04/breaking-faith/517785/
https://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/2017/04/breaking-faith/517785/
https://www.christianitytoday.com/news/2018/july/church-attendance-top-reasons-go-or-stay-home-pew.html
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Lamentations+1%3A1-7&version=NRSV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ezra+3%3A8-13&version=NRSV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+6%3A60-71&version=NRSV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Revelation+1%3A12-20%3B+2%3A1-7&version=NRSV

