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Military Service 

Please keep these people in your prayers. 

 Cpt. Bethany Kauffman, USMC, niece of Penny & Jim Pantano. 

 Patrick Woolcock, nephew of Deanna Robinson, serving in the 

Middle East.  
 Hillary N. Waterman, granddaughter of Ellen and Bill Bender,  
 Doland J. Miller II and Jeremy Miller, nephews of Joe Smits. 

 

 

Contact Information—Pastoral Care Needs 

 To contact our pastor, please use Rebecca Mallozzi’s email 
address, revmallozzi@faithchurchemmaus.org. 

 For pastoral care needs during office hours, between 9:00 AM 
and 2:00 PM, contact the church office—610-967-5600.  

 After hours, please contact either of the Co-Moderators of 

Deacons...Jana Masenheimer — 610-737-0984, or                    
Melanie Shimer—610-965-8764; or contact Lynn Ingram,      

Clerk of Session— 484-695-9073, any of who can make the  
appropriate connections. 

 For medical emergencies or death, contact Rebecca at 
revmallozzi@faithchurchemmaus.org or call 484-523-0240. 

 

 

Faith Church Prayer Chain 

 Please send prayer requests to prayers@faithchurchemmaus.org,  
or use the link from the Faith Church website.
( www.faithchurchemmaus.org ) 

 

http://revmallozzi.blogspot.com
mailto:revmallozzi@faithchurchemmaus.org
mailto:revmallozzi@faithchurchemmaus.org
mailto:prayers@faithchurchemmaus.org?subject=Prayer%20Request
http://www.faithchurchemmaus.org
mailto:office@faithchurchemmaus.org
http://www.faithchurchemmaus.org


THE ORDER OF MORNING WORSHIP 
33RD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

 
10:00 AM NOVEMBER 18, 2018 
 

  

THE FIRST NOTE OF THE PRELUDE begins our worship.  

  Please use the prelude time to turn your attention to God’s 

presence and help.  Nurturing our relationships and friendships in 

fellowship is essential to our life as a congregation, so please 
continue to do so following our time of worship. 

  

Those who are able are invited to stand. 
 
 

FOCUSING UPON GOD’S PRESENCE AND VOICE 
  

PRELUDE  “Allemande” HANDEL 

 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP   
Leader:  Let our hearts exult in the Lord. 

People:  Our strength is exalted in God. 

Leader:  Let our mouths be ever fixed in praise. 

People:  God has given us the victory. 

Leader:  There is no Holy One like the Lord. 

People:  There is no rock like our God. Praise the Lord! 

 

OPENING PRAYER  
 
HYMN #357 “The Days Are Surely Coming” LLANGLOFFAN 

 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION  

Leader:  Trusting in the grace of God, let us confess our sins against 

God and our neighbor. 

People:  O God, who is faithful and just, we have failed to help those 

who have little while we have much. We are boastful and 

haughty, and fail to appreciate the gifts you have given.   

SHARING JOYS & CONCERNS 
INTERCESSIONS AND PETITIONS 
 THE LORD’S PRAYER  GLORY TO GOD HYMNAL – PG. 35 

(Please use “debts & debtors”.) 
 
 

OUR RESPONSE TO GOD'S WORD 
  

OFFERTORY  “Intermezzo” H. WILLAN 
 

DEDICATION HYMN #606 DOXOLOGY 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  

Praise Him, all creatures here below; 

Praise Him, above ye heavenly host;  

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
 
RECEPTION OF NEW MEMBERS 

APOSTLES’ CREED  GLORY TO GOD HYMNAL – PG. 35 
 

HYMN #549 “May the Love of the Lord” SOON TI 

 

CHARGE & BENEDICTION  
  

POSTLUDE  “Now Thank We All Our God” S. KARG-ELBERT 
  
 

Our arrogance has led us away from your righteous way. 

Forgive us, merciful God, and lead us to a humble path, for 

Jesus’ sake. 

 

ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS 
 

SHARING THE PEACE 
Leader:  Since God has forgiven us, let us also forgive one another. 

The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.  

People: And also with you. 

Leader: Let us share our forgiven joy with one another. 

  
HYMN OF ASSURANCE #581 GLORIA PATRI 

Glory be to the Father,  

and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning,   
is now, and ever shall be, 

World without end.  Amen, Amen. 
 

 
THE WORD OF GOD TO THE CHURCH 

  

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 
 

FIRST SCRIPTURE LESSON 1 SAMUEL 2:1-10 
(OT – Pg. 249 in the white-edged Bible, Pg. 234 in the blue-edged Bible) 
  

CHILDREN’S TIME* 
 

ANTHEM  “Know that God is Good” AFRICAN HYMN 

JAM Singers 

  

SECOND SCRIPTURE LESSON MARK 13:1-8 
(NT – Pg. 47 in the white-edged Bible, Pg. 47 in the blue-edged Bible) 

 
SERMON  “Birth Pangs of the Kingdom” REV. REBECCA MALLOZZI 
  

HYMN #618 “O Love, How Deep,  DEO GRACIAS 
 How Broad, How High” 
 

*Children’s Time & Sunday School 

Following Children’s Time in worship, children from grades K 
through 5 will be dismissed to Sunday School. On the first Sunday 
of each month, Sunday School is not held so all may participate in 
communion. The same applies to holiday weekends, when Sunday 
School is not scheduled.  

For younger children, care is provided in the nursery during 
the remainder of our worship time. A single youth volunteer may 
be needed. Please ask the adult nursery personnel if a youth is 
necessary.  



 Faith Life 
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 18, 2018 

The psalmist urges us: “Make a joyful noise to the LORD! ... Come into his presence with singing!” (Psalm 100:1-2, ESV). Let us do so! Welcome.  

We hope you’ll join us following worship for beverages, snacks, and fellowship. 

   COLLEGE STUDENT GOODIE BOXES 
As is the custom of the Deacons, we will be sending “Goodie Boxes” 

to our college students as they prepare for their first semester final 
exams. This activity has been a positive experience for them, as they 
tend to share with their roommates. It lets our young people know we 
are proud of them and thinking of them while they are away at school.  

Collection boxes are in the narthex and fellowship hall. The last day 
to donate will be November 25. Examples of items to donate are protein, 
breakfast, or granola bars; packages of pretzels, crackers, cookies, nuts, 
gum, hot cocoa, etc. Let’s fill these boxes to the brim! Thank you for 
your generosity!  ~Donna Hill, Liz Kenny 

A WORD FROM THE DEACONS 
When George’s Greenhouse, our florist for may years, closed 

unexpectedly in August, we began using The Posey Patch in Macungie as 
our new florist.  Their bouquets have a cost of over $25 per bouquet.  

After much deliberation and discussion, the Deacons have decided 
to move to using silk flower arrangements for our weekly Sunday flowers 
beginning in 2019.  These arrangements will be beautiful, cost 
considerably less money, can be used for multiple Sundays, and can be 
dedicated by church members.  Of course, we will continue to have the 
annual poinsettia plants for the Christmas season as well as the 
traditional spring flowers for Easter. 

The board of Deacons appreciate and thank you for your 
understanding.  Should you have any questions, please feel free to 
contact your Deacon or one of the Deacon Co-Moderators,               
Jana Masenheimer or Melanie Shimer. 

POINSETTIA TIME IS HERE! 
Let’s beautify the sanctuary for Christmas Eve! Envelopes with all 

the necessary details regarding size, color, and price can be found in the 
pews. The absolute deadline to order is Sunday, December 2. If you 
have any questions, please speak with Beth Kunkle. Thank you.  

ADVENT VOLUNTEERS NEEDED! 
Volunteers are needed to light the candles each Sunday of Advent. 

User friendly materials will be provided! Also, lay readers are needed to 
participate on Christmas Eve. Please sign up on the appropriate sheet 
just to the right of the double doors into the sanctuary.  

SIMPLE GIFTS OF GRACE 
“As each has received a gift, use it to serve one another,                                       
as good stewards of God’s varied grace.”  ~1 Peter 4:10 

The Stewardship Committee thanks all the members who have 
responded with their 2019 pledges for the support of Faith Church. We 
have received 48 pledges for a total of $136,313. We have not heard 
from everyone, so please submit your pledges as soon as possible. This 
will allow the Finance Committee to finalize the church budget for 2019. 
Thank you for your faithful support of the work of Faith Church.  

HOLIDAY CRAFT & VENDOR FAIR 
Women of Faith crafters meet at the church on Wednesday 

mornings, from 9:30 AM to noon (until further notice) to work on the 
items to be sold at the Dec. 1 event. Helpers are needed! No Experience 
Necessary! There are ways to help for every crafting experience 
level...even none! Please help if you can, and while doing so, enjoy 
morning of fun fellowship in the process! Questions? Sandy Gingrich — 
610-967-3419, or Sue Lawall — suelaw@verizon.net  

YOU'RE INVITED! 
A men's Bible study on the Book of Acts, will be held at 6:30 PM on 

Monday, November 19. Join men from New Living Waters Church and 
Faith Presbyterian Church to discuss the history of the church in detail 
and understand why we shouldn't take worshiping God for granted. Study 
will be led by Pastor Louis from New Living Waters Church.  

FAMILY ADVENT PROGRAM 
You’re invited to join us for crafts and decorating after the 

fellowship lunch on December 2. This is a family-fun event for all ages to 
help us usher in our Christmas season! If you can’t make it in the 
morning, have no fear! You can help decorate the sanctuary that night, 
December 2, between 5 & 7 PM. All ages are welcome to attend for 
games, food, and fellowship. Hope you’re able to join us!  

Please contact Pastor Becki, Pastor Joanne, or Rebecca 
Cachiguango if you have any questions. 

 

FAITH PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF EMMAUS 
3002 N. Second Street - PO Box 507 - Emmaus, PA 18049 

610-967-5600—office@faithchurchemmaus.org 
Visit us on the web! www.faithchurchemmaus.org 

 

ARE YOU NEW TO FAITH CHURCH? 
If this is your first time in worship with us here at 

Faith Church, welcome! We want to get to know you, 
so be sure to sign the friendship registry when it is 
passed to you. 

Please join our Art Worship Ministry 
to discuss Prayer and... 

Tuesday, November 27th 
at 7:00 PM 

In the Brick Room 

mailto:suelaw@verizon.net
mailto:610-967-5600%E2%80%94office@faithchurchemmaus.org
http://www.faithchurchemmaus.org


 

THIS WEEK  
Sunday, November 18 Winter Flyer deadline 
 9:15 AM— Sunday School: Middle School & Senior High 
 9:30 AM— JAM Singers (MR) 
 10:00 AM— Worship Service 
 10:20 AM— Sunday School: Kindergarten to Grade 5 
 11:15 AM— Adult Class: Hurricane Florence Forces Decisions: 

Rebuild or Relocate  
 11:30 AM— New Living Water (S) 
 No Youth Group Meetings 
 5:00 PM— Confirmation Class 
 6:45 PM— Girl Scouts 
 
Monday, November 19 
 6:00 PM— Adult Handbell Choir (MR) 
 6:30 PM— Men’s Bible Study (BR) 
 7:00 PM— Mission Committee (P) 
 7:30 PM— Emmaus Chorale (S) 
  
Tuesday, November 20  
 10:00 AM— Emmaus Garden Club (FH) 
 7:00 PM— Deacons Meeting 
 
Wednesday, November 21 
 9:30 AM— Women of Faith craft time (BR) 
 10:00 AM— Flyer Crew 
 Noon— Word on Wednesday (P) 
 NO  Senior Choir 
  
Thursday, November 22: Thanksgiving Church Office Closed 
 No Women’s Devotional Fellowship 
 No Chair Yoga (FH) 
 No Faith Watercolor Painters (FH) 
 7:00 PM— Narcotics Anonymous (FH) 
 
Friday, November 23 Church Office Closed 
 
Saturday, November 24 
 9:00 AM— Zumba (FH) 
 11:30 PM— Narcotics Anonymous (FH) 
 

Dec. 2 .............. Women of Faith Holiday Craft Fair, Part II 
Dec. 2 .............. Advent begins 

Dec. 2 .............. Decorating the church for Christmas 
Dec. 9 .............. Christmas Caroling (Youth Group) 

Dec. 23 ............ Christmas Joy Offering 
Dec. 24 ............ Christmas Eve—Church Office Closed 
Dec. 25 ............ Christmas—Church Office Closed 
Dec. 31 ............ Annual Report Deadline 
   
2019 
Jan. 1 ............... New Year’s Day— Church Office Closed 

Feb. 18 ............ President’s Day—Church Office Closed 

LOOKING AHEAD... 

TWO WEEKS OF FAITH 
This calendar is prepared a few days prior to distribution. Please see the church website for the most  
up-to-date information. Room Numbers, indicating where meetings will be held (when known), are shown in 
parentheses following the listing.  

Key 
BR Brick Room 
FH Fellowship Hall 

MR Music Room 

O Office 

P Parlor 

S Sanctuary 

 NEXT WEEK  
Sunday, November 25  
 No Sunday School 
 10:00 AM— Worship Service 
 11:30 AM— New Living Water (S) 
 No Youth Group Meetings 
 6:45 PM— Girl Scouts 
 
Monday, November 26 
 6:00 PM— Adult Handbell Choir (MR) 
 7:30 PM— Emmaus Chorale (S) 
  
Tuesday, November 27  
 7:00 PM— Art Worship 
 
Wednesday, November 28 
 9:30 AM— Women of Faith craft time (BR) 
 Noon— Word on Wednesday (P) 
 7:00 PM— Senior Choir (S) 
  
Thursday, November 29 
 Craft Fair Set-up 
 7:30 AM— Disciples of Christ (P) 
 9:30 AM— Women’s Devotional Fellowship: Fernandez 
 No Chair Yoga (FH) 
 1:00 PM— Faith Watercolor Painters (FH) 
 7:00 PM— Narcotics Anonymous (FH) 
 
Friday, November 30 Church Office Closed 
 Craft Fair Set-up 
 
Saturday, December 1 
 8:00 AM— Women of Faith Holiday Craft Fair 
 11:30 PM— Narcotics Anonymous (FH) 

11/19 Benjamin Piper 

11/21 Sally Heimbach 

11/22 Brandon Greb, Katie Krissinger 

11/24 John Kemps 

https://faithchurchemmaus.org/events/full-calendar/
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Hurricane Florence Forces Decisions: Rebuild or Relocate
The Wired Word for the Week of September 23, 2018 

In the News 

As Hurricane Florence dumped heavy rain in North Carolina, residents of the small town of Nichols, 
South Carolina, which is not far from the North Carolina border, worried as torrential rain caused the 
nearby Little Pee Dee and Lumber rivers to rise. People in Nichols fear that the flooding the town 
experienced two years ago from Hurricane Matthew will happen again. 

Matthew flooded every house in town under six feet of water and closed half of the businesses. One 
man drowned in his living room. Some of those residents who didn't permanently relocate in the wake 
of Matthew have rebuilt, with many finally able to move back home just two months ago. 

And now Florence is threatening to take it all away again. 

Some residents are considering moving away for good, partly because following natural disasters, 
small towns don't receive the level of public resources or disaster recovery help that larger 
communities do. 

What's more, even if they do come back, will there be any town left to come back to? 

Rebuilding twice in two years is more that many residents want to contemplate or can afford to do. 

Hurricane Matthew forced Glendale Gilchrist out of her home in Nichols and she spent the next 20 
months living in Myrtle Beach with her fiancé, while little by little, she repaired her home in Nichols. 
She's been back in it just two months, and now Florence is hurtling a fresh wave of troubles. As of 
Sunday, Florence had dumped 20 inches of rain in North Carolina, with another 20-25 inches expected, 
and much of that will flow into the two rivers near Nichols. If Gilchrist loses her home again, she 
doubts she'll rebuild, saying that at 64, she's too old to start over. 

State officials are warning that Nichols and nearby Conway face the greatest threats from river 
flooding that is expected to last for a week or longer. 

Meanwhile, some residents of New Bern, North Carolina, who have had extensive flood damage to the 
first floors of their homes, are already talking about rebuilding. 

The National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP) is a government program that provides flood insurance 
in flood zones at a rate artificially kept well below the actual insurance cost. Participating communities 
must have a flood risk reduction plan for areas with a 25 percent risk of flooding in a 30-year time 
span. Some of these areas have a much greater incidence of flooding, as much as four times in 20 
years. 

One consequence of the NFIP is what economists label "the socializing of risk and privatizing of 
benefits." The risk of monetary loss when a flood occurs is spread to the whole of society (taxpayers), 
while the benefits -- be it a view, a fertile garden, or some other attraction -- is gained by those living 
there. This effectively encourages people to live beyond their means, by not requiring them to bear the 
actual burden of their own choices. No doubt the intention of the NFIP was to help those who suffered 
from flooding disaster, but the result has been to encourage people to put themselves in harm's way. 
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More on this story can be found at these links: 

For Small-Town Carolinians, the Question Isn't When They'll Rebuild -- But Whether They Will at 
All. Atlanta Journal-Constitution  
Nichols Residents Flee Floodwaters Again. Many Had Just Recovered From 2016 
Devastation. Greenville News  
Their Homes Destroyed by Florence, North Carolina Residents Look to Rebuild. USA Today  
Former FEMA Chief Craig Fugate Argues Against Rebuilding in Flood Zones Without Changes. USA 
Today 
How to Fix the National Flood Insurance Program. US News 
National Flood Insurance Program. Wikipedia.com 

The Big Questions 

1. What circumstances would convince you to relocate rather than rebuild following a disaster that 
severely damaged your home? What might prompt a congregation to relocate rather than rebuild in the 
same spot? 

2. Does God ever use disasters to send us a message? How can we know? 

3. What factors might cause you to build in a risky location to begin with? 

4. In what sense is your home something that moves with you wherever you locate? 

5. What factors might help you decide to discontinue a long-standing program in your church? 

Confronting the News With Scripture and Hope 
Here are some Bible verses to guide your discussion: 

Ezra 3:8 
Matthew 7:24-27 
Isaiah 9:10 
Romans 6:1 
 
In class, we will talk about these passages and look for some insight into the big questions about this 
topic.  Please join us. 

https://www.myajc.com/news/national/for-small-town-carolinians-the-question-isn-when-they-rebuild-but-whether-they-will-all/mIcGed6iW4fkffkV07pq4N/
https://www.myajc.com/news/national/for-small-town-carolinians-the-question-isn-when-they-rebuild-but-whether-they-will-all/mIcGed6iW4fkffkV07pq4N/
https://www.greenvilleonline.com/story/news/local/2018/09/16/residents-flee-south-carolina-town-faces-second-devastating-flood/1329625002/
https://www.greenvilleonline.com/story/news/local/2018/09/16/residents-flee-south-carolina-town-faces-second-devastating-flood/1329625002/
https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/nation-now/2018/09/15/hurricane-florence-their-homes-destroyed-nc-residents-look-rebuild/1324641002/
https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/politics/2017/08/31/former-fema-chief-craig-fugate-argues-against-rebuilding-flood-zones-without-changes/622000001/
https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/politics/2017/08/31/former-fema-chief-craig-fugate-argues-against-rebuilding-flood-zones-without-changes/622000001/
https://www.usnews.com/news/national-news/articles/2018-07-31/national-flood-insurance-program-encourages-risky-behavior-at-taxpayer-expense
https://www.usnews.com/news/national-news/articles/2018-07-31/national-flood-insurance-program-encourages-risky-behavior-at-taxpayer-expense
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_Flood_Insurance_Program




I D E A S  A N D  I N S I G H T S  F O R  A C T I V E  C O N G R E G AT I O N S
PA R I S H  PA P E R

T H E

EDITORS: CYNTHIA WOOLEVER AND DANA HORRELL—WWW.THEPARISHPAPER.COM

December 2018—Volume 26, Number 12 Copyright © 2018 by Dana Horrell

Getting to Know Our Neighbors
One-on-One Interviews

Holding conversations with neighbors can provide 
church leaders with vital information about the com-
munity. A one-on-one interview takes the process a 
step further by structuring the conversation around 
a set of questions prepared in advance so that church 
leaders can focus on what matters most: tailoring min-
istry that is most appropriate for this neighborhood, 
these people, and this time.

Listening: An Essential First Step
Joy Skjegstad, who consults with churches on com-
munity ministry, finds that many churches prefer to 
skip the listening step and simply launch into a new 
project. “It is faster to plan programming without it, 
because listening takes time.”1 Church leaders also tell 
her that they find it intimidating to meet people they 
do not know, especially when people in the community 
come from different ethnic, cultural, socioeconomic, or 
religious backgrounds than church members. Finally, 
Skjegstad suspects that some church leaders do not 
want new information to contradict their long-held 
assumptions, arguing that “community listening can be 
a humbling process. People in the community may tell 
you things you don’t want to hear.”2

Faith-based community organizers consider one-on-
one interviews to be an essential tool in getting to know 
the neighborhood. The Reverend Dennis Jacobsen, an 
Evangelical Lutheran pastor and community organizer, 
observes that organizing efforts can falter without rela-
tionship building. The one-on-one interview is a primary 
way to achieve this goal. “Organizing misses its calling,” 
Jacobsen writes, “when it becomes a swirl of frenetic 
activity, . . . running past and over human beings. One-on-
ones slow things down, restore needed focus, and serve as 
a reminder of the human dimension of this work.”3 

Interviewing Basics
Interviews come in three styles: structured, unstruc-
tured, and semi-structured. If you want to get to know 

the person or community, try an unstructured interview. 
Start with a broad question about your interviewee’s 
experience and then let the conversation flow in what-
ever direction it will. However, if you want to assess a 
community’s needs or analyze a particular problem, a 
structured interview may serve the purpose better. In this 
case, ask questions about specific issues. At the extreme 
end of the structured format, this interview may resem-
ble a verbal questionnaire with answer options limited to 
yes or no answers. The semi-structured interview strikes 
a compromise between the two styles, utilizing pre- 
determined questions while allowing respondents to use 
whatever language they are most comfortable with or 
allowing them to wander from the topic as it suits them.4

A basic unstructured interview may be the easiest 
type of interview to perform. Social scientists Andrea 
Fontana and James Frey offer the following seven steps 
for preparing for and carrying out an interview. 

1. Access the setting. How do you “get in to” wherever 
the interview will take place? This question must be asked 
because interviews typically do not take place on your own 



turf but in the field. How you access the setting depends 
on the group you are studying. One researcher-author 
had to buy a motorcycle and hang out where Hell’s Angels 
were known to gather in order to interview them for a 
book he was writing. While this may be an extreme case, 
it illustrates a point: in order to interview someone, you 
need to enter their setting, not invite them to yours.

2. Understand the language and culture. An inter-
preter may help you understand the person you inter-
view, but that is no guarantee you will understand the 
culture. If you are non-Hispanic, it may feel puzzling 
to answer a volley of questions about whether you are 
married and other personal questions about familial 
relationships. Yet the family holds a key place in His-
panic culture. Ignoring this reality may result in “mis-
translation” even if you have a great interpreter. 

3. Decide how to present yourself. Whether you dress 
up or dress down may be subject to misunderstanding. 
Dressing up may create suspicion among some popula-
tions such as undocumented immigrants or blue-collar 
workers, who might misinterpret your intentions. On 
the other hand, if you are interviewing parishioners in a 
Sunday morning church setting at a Black church, dress-
ing down might be seen as disrespectful to God. Best 
practice in many cases might be to try matching your 
dress to that of the person being interviewed.

4. Locate an informant. You may need someone who 
can act as a guide to the local culture and its distinc-
tive idiom. In one low-income neighborhood in Syr-
acuse, New York, a woman known as “the mayor” of 
the neighborhood regularly welcomes her neighbors 
for evening gatherings on her front porch. She would 
qualify as a good informant.

5. Gain trust. Gaining trust may serve as an important 
prelude to getting someone to talk about themselves. 
Trust may not be such an issue for someone known 
to be outspoken on public issues, but it may be more 
essential if the interview concerns sensitive matters. 

6. Establish rapport. Developing a strong connection 
between you and the person you interview, can open the 
door to a deeper dive into important information. Estab-
lishing rapport might not be crucial in some cases. For 
example, if your goal is to survey as many people as pos-
sible on a given issue, establishing a strong connection 
might take too long. Neighborhood surveys do not typi-
cally require deep rapport with everyone you poll.

7. Collect the data. How will you record what you find 
out? The most thorough techniques (video or audio), 
may seem the best, yet they might be the most intrusive. 

In some cases, note-taking may even have an off-putting 
effect, so you might try taking mental notes and writing it 
up in private soon afterward. Best practices for collecting 
data include (1) taking notes regularly and writing them 
down immediately; (2) writing everything down even if 
it seems unimportant; (3) trying to be inconspicuous in 
talking notes; and (4) analyzing your notes often.5 

The Roving Listener Style
Broadway United Methodist Church in Indianapolis 
offers one example of how to conduct interviews in the 
neighborhood. The church hired a “roving listener” 
to wander through the neighborhood and spend time 
with people he encountered. This person focused not 
on neighbors’ needs but on their gifts, passions, and 
hopes for the community. The interviewer asked these 
questions:

•	 What three things do you do well enough that 
you could teach others how to do?

•	 What three things would you like to learn?
•	 Who, besides God and me, is going with you 

along the way?6

Nothing beats a direct one-on-one interview for learn-
ing about the community and building relationships. 
Sometimes we may be surprised by the willingness of our 
neighbors to express their faith in personal, direct terms 
outside the worship setting. One researcher, who con-
ducted one-on-one interviews for a faith-based commu-
nity organization, tells about a neighbor who wanted to 
pray for her interviewer as the conversation concluded. 
“Lord Jesus,” she said, “help us work together to change 
things here. Thank you for this new friend. Give us your 
Spirit and your power, and we will turn this city around.”7 
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  $ ____________ 

Total enclosed 

All will be 6” plants, priced at $6.00 each. 

Please indicate your desired number of plants in each color. 

  _____ all Red          _____ all White     _____all Pink 

Deadline for paid orders - Sunday, December 2, 2018 

(no exceptions) 

Name: 

In Memory of    
  or 

In Honor of   

Please make your check out to Faith Presbyterian Church and write “Poinsettias” on the memo 

line. Flowers will be placed in the church and can be picked up following the December 24 service. 
Poinsettias 


