
Order of Worship 

September 11, 2016 
 
 

N. Second and Cherokee Streets, PO Box 507 
Emmaus, Pennsylvania 18049 

610.967.5600 
office@faithchurchemmaus.org 

PASTOR: Rev. Timothy Dooner 
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ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT: Lynda Scheirer  

CUSTODIAN: Scott MacKenzie 

DEACON GREETER: Ann Greenwood 

FLOWER DEACON:  JoAnne Herring 

WORSHIP ASSISTANT:  Ann Greenwood 

USHER CAPTAIN:  Carolyn Benner 

USHERS:  Terry Eck, Steve Eck, Wes Johnston, Pat Johnston 

VIDEO: Lynn Ingram 

AUDIO: Sally Heimbach 

FELLOWSHIP: Discipleship Committee 

FLOWERS: Cliff Brownbridge, for Claire.  
  
 

ELDERS:  

  Class of 2016 2017 2018 
 Rob Clark Jack Decker Jim DePhillips III 
 John Gill Diane Millick Bill Gosner 
 Jack Hillman Michelle Somishka Lisa Heineman 
 Tim Melnick Erik Walker Richard Smith 
 

DEACONS: 

  Class of 2016 2017 2018 
 Melanie Shimer Terry Eck Luana Graber 
 Christy Smits Toni Fernandez Anne Greenwood 
 Matt Somishka Krista Gosner Donna Hill 
  Amy Waters Joanne Herring Jana Masenheimer 
 
 

 Worship sheets and activity bags for children are available from the ushers. 

 Assistive listening devices are available for those with hearing difficulties. 

 Large print hymnals are available. Please ask an usher 
for assistance.  

 

The large candle on the communion table is a symbol for us that, 
as Christians, we believe Christ is still the light of the world. 

May it also remind us that PEACE is what we hope for. 
 

 

 

SO THAT THOSE PRESENT MAY EXPERIENCE GOD WITHOUT DISTRACTION, 
WE ASK THAT CELL PHONES AND OTHER ELECTRONIC DEVICES BE TURNED 

OFF PRIOR TO THE START OF WORSHIP. THANK YOU.  

*Word with the Children 
(For children grade 1 and younger, care is provided in the nursery 

during the remainder of our worship time. We ask that children from grade 2 
upward remain with their families so they can continue to learn the beauty 

and art of worship. A single youth volunteer may be needed. Please ask the 
adult nursery personnel if a youth is necessary.) 

 

Military Service 
Please keep these people in your prayers. 

 Hillary N. Bender, granddaughter of Ellen and Bill Bender,  

 Doland J. Miller II and Jeremy Miller, grandchildren of George J. Smits. 

 Christopher Call, brother of Courtney Call Kennedy. 
 

 

Contact Information Pastoral Care Needs 
 To contact our Pastor, please use Tim Dooner’s email address: 

tim@faithchurchemmaus.org. 

 For pastoral care needs between 9:00 AM and 2:00 PM, Mondays 

through Thursdays, contact the church office—610-967-5600.  
After hours, please contact either Terry Eck, Moderator of Deacons—

610-351-9440; or Lynn Ingram, Clerk of Session—610-966-0897, who 
will make the appropriate connections. 

 For medical emergencies or deaths, contact Tim at 610-316-8256.  

 
Faith Church Prayer Chain 

 Anyone with prayer concerns that they would like our membership to 

pray for should contact Ginny Robertson, our prayer chain coordinator. Her 
email address is VSRobertson7@gmail.com and her telephone number is 

610-965-5706. Please feel free to contact her so that our Faith Family may 
talk to our Heavenly Father about your concerns. He hears and listens to all 

prayers, no matter how large or small. 
 

 

FROM RESIGNATION 

TO EXPECTATION 

mailto:tim@faithchurchemmaus.org


THE ORDER OF MORNING WORSHIP 
24TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

  

10:00 AM SEPTEMBER 11, 2016 
 

  

THE FIRST NOTE OF THE PRELUDE begins our worship. Please use 

the prelude time to turn your attention to God’s presence and help.  
As worship is not an obligatory offering unto God, but a natural 
response to God’s goodness, take time to consider all the reasons, 

big and small, for which you are thankful unto God. Nurturing our 
relationships and friendships in fellowship is essential to our life 

as a congregation, so please continue to do so following our time 

of worship. 

 
Those who are able are invited to stand. 
Latecomers may be seated. 

 
  

APPROACHING GOD 
  

PRELUDE “Allemande” G. F. HANDEL 
  

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
  
 CALL TO WORSHIP FROM ISAIAH 43 

Leader:  With grateful hearts, let us offer our praise and 

thanksgiving to God, who makes a way in the sea and a 
path through the waters, who makes a way through the 
wilderness and rivers in the desert. 

People:  All praise and thanks to God, who blots out our 

transgressions and does not remember our sin, who 

guides us through the waters and the fire. 

Leader:  We do not dwell on the former things or consider only 
the things of old, for the new things of God are always 

springing forth! 

People:  All praise and thanks to God, who has taught us not to 

fear, for God has redeemed us and called us forth by 
name.   

  

  

THE WORD OF GOD TO THE CHURCH 
   
ANTHEM “Sing a New Song” STAN PETHEL 

Senior Choir 
 

WORD WITH THE CHILDREN*  
  

FIRST SCRIPTURE LESSON LUKE 9:57-62  
NT – Pg. 66 in the white-edged Bible, Pg. 66 in the blue-edged Bible 

  
HYMN #730 “How Great Is Our God” TOMLIN REEVES CASH 

The Band, accompaniment 
 
SECOND SCRIPTURE LESSON PHILLIPIANS 3:7-16 

NT – Pg. 190 in the white-edged Bible, Pg. 187 in the blue-edged Bible 
  

SERMON  “Spiritual Shifts:  REV. TIM DOONER 
 From Resignation to Expectation”  
  
  

  
 OUR RESPONSE TO GOD'S WORD 

  

OFFERTORY “Holy is the Lord” CHRIS TOMLIN, 
Rob Clark, vocalist  LOUIE GIGLIO 

  

DEDICATION HYMN #430—”Come Sing, O Church, In Joy”  (v. 3) 
Let courage be our friend, let wisdom be our guide, 

As we in mission magnify the Crucified! 

In bold accord, come celebrate the journey now and praise the Lord! 
  
PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
  
HYMN #420 “God of Grace and God of Glory” CWM RHONDDA 

 

  
SENT OUT AS GOD’S PEOPLE 

 

CHARGE AND BENEDICTION 
  
POSTLUDE “Gigue” G. F. HANDEL 

 

 

  
  
  
 

HYMN #447 “Lead On, O King Eternal” LANCASHIRE 
  
CALL TO CONFESSION 
  
SILENT CONFESSION 
  
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH    FROM THE CONFESSION OF 1967 

  

Leader:  Friends, let us confess our faith! 

People:  God’s redeeming work in Jesus Christ embraces the whole of 

human life: social and cultural, economic and political, 

scientific and technological, individual and corporate. It is the 

will of God that the divine purpose for human life shall be 

fulfilled under the rule of Christ and all evil be banished from 

creation.  

Leader:  Already God’s reign is present as a ferment in the world, 

stirring hope in all people! 

People:  With an urgency born of this hope, the church applies itself to 

present tasks and strives for a better world. It does not 

identify limited progress with the kingdom of God on earth, 

but in steadfast hope, looks beyond all partial achievement to 

the final triumph of God.  

ALL:  THANKS BE TO GOD! 

  
HYMN OF ASSURANCE #430—”Come Sing, O Church, In Joy”  (vv.1-2) 

Come sing, O church, in joy! Come join, O church, in song! 
For Christ the Lord has led us through the ages long! 

In bold accord, come celebrate the journey now and praise the Lord! 
 

Long years have come and gone, and still God reigns supreme, 
Empowering us to catch the vision, dream the dream! 
In bold accord, come celebrate the journey now and praise the Lord! 

 

 

  
PASSING OF THE PEACE    
  
GATHERING JOYS AND CONCERNS FOR INTERCESSIONS AND PETITIONS 

INTERCESSIONS AND PETITIONS 
THE LORD’S PRAYER  PRESBYTERIAN HYMNAL – PG. 16 

(Please use “debts & debtors”.) 
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F A I TH  L I FE  
S UNDAY ,  S EPTEMBER  1 1 ,  20 16  

On this 15th anniversary of the 9/11 attacks, our Lord reminds us he is the Prince of Peace. Let us strive for peace in our homes, our 

community and this church. Welcome! We hope you’ll join us following worship in Fellowship Hall for beverages, snacks, and fellowship. 

WORSHIP  TODAY! TODAY!  

 Sunday School for all ages after worship this 
morning. 

 Youth, Children’s and Genesis choirs rehearsals 
begin today.  

 Youth Group Kickoff Party 

 SCRIP Orders Due 

 Potters’ Exchange show @ the 412 

 Watch for NEW, IMPORTANT and UPDATED 
announcements each week. 

 

NEW TO FAITH CHURCH? 
If this is your first time in worship with us here at Faith 

Church, welcome! We want to get to know you, so be sure to 
sign the friendship registry when it is passed to you.  

 
ADULT, YOUTH, CHILDREN’S WORSHIP CHOIRS 

Choir rehearsals begin this week! We have choirs for every 
age and no experience is necessary. All of Faith Church’s choirs 
welcome new members. If you love to sing, come out and give 
it a try! If you love to ring, come out and give it a try!  

For information about the Senior Choir, please contact 
Brian Snyder at 4spadesdoubled@gmail.com.  

For more information on the Handbell choirs or Children’s 
and Youth’s choirs, please contact Tammi Howorth at 
tammi@faithchurchemmaus.org.  

Sunday Morning Rehearsals (Music Room) 

 8:30 AM: Youth Bells (Middle School/High School) Bells.  

 9:05 AM: Fellowship (Youth Bell & Youth Vocal) 

 9:15 AM: Youth Choir (Middle High School-Youth Vocal) 

 11:20 AM: Genesis (Ages 3-Grade 1) 

 11:40 AM: Children’s Vocal Choir (Grades2-5) 

 Noon: Children’s Handbells (Grades2-5) 

Monday Evening Rehearsals (Music Room) 

 6:00 PM – Adult Handbell Choir 

Wednesday Evening Rehearsals (Sanctuary) 

 7:30 PM – Senior Choir 
 

Please check your email and the church online calendar 
for occasional changes. 

 

Faith Presbyterian Church of Emmaus 
3002 N. Second Street - PO Box 507 - Emmaus, PA 18049 

610-967-5600—office@faithchurchemmaus.org 
Visit us on the web! www.faithchurchemmaus.org 

 

SCRIP ORDERS ARE DUE TODAY 
What is the SCRIP Program? 

Faith Church uses scrip fundraising as a program that allows 
church members to raise money for the church. Scrip is just another 
way to pay for everyday purchases using gift cards in place of cash, 
checks, and credit cards.  

You simply purchase gift cards from the church at face value. The 
cards are then ordered by the church’s Scrip coordinator at a reduced 
price. The difference is an instant rebate for the church. 

For example, if you often shop at Giant for your groceries, you 
could purchase a $50 gift card by writing a check to Faith Presbyterian 
church in the amount of $50. Through the program, the church would 
receive a 4% rebate on your purchase, which is $2.00. By itself, its not 
a huge amount of money, but when several people order cards, it can 
really add up! If ten members of the church order a $50 Giant card 
every month, the church would realize a rebate total of $240 for the 
year. Buying $100 cards would double that! (Weis Markets has a 5% 
rebate.)  

This year, Session has designated that funds raised thru SCRIP will 
go to the Operating Budget. We’ve raised just over $300 so far this 
year. Today is the due date for this month’s SCRIP orders, but another 
order date is only a few weeks away.  

Can you plan some of your purchases in advance so you can help 
the church make this program a bigger success? If you have questions, 
please talk to our scrip coordinator, Lynda Scheirer. 
adnyl510@gmail.com  

mailto:4spadesdoubled@gmail.com
mailto:tammi@faithchurchemmaus.org
mailto:adnyl510@gmail.com
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Regular Office Hours 
The church office is back to regular hours.  

Monday through Thursday—9:00 AM to 2:00 PM 
Closed Friday 

 

D EACONS  

IT'S THAT TIME OF YEAR! 

We are looking to arrange the leadership of the church for 
the 2019 Class of Deacons and Elders. If you have never served 
in this position, consider giving of your time and talents to help 
direct the church as it moves through the year. If you have 
served in this position in the past, consider coming back and 
giving us the benefit of your experience. 

For those with questions about what these positionls entail, 
or to volunteer your time, Please contact Jack Hillman at 
JHillwtr@aol.com or at 610.398.7548. 

D I SC IPLESHIP  

SUNDAY SCHOOL BEGINS TODAY 
FOLLOWING WORSHIP! 

 

M ID-WEEK EDUCATION  OPPORTUNIT IES  
Small groups that meet during the week. 

 New participants are always welcome. 
 

NOON BIBLE STUDY    Bible Study begins at noon on 
Wednesdays in the parlor. Come share the Bible with this lively 
group. All are welcome! The first meeting will be September 21.  

 

WOMEN’S DEVOTIONAL FELLOWSHIP    This group meets on Thursdays 
in the church, Room 7 (the brick room). We will start at 9:30 AM 
with a time of fellowship, followed by our study and discussion, 
and end with joys and concerns by 11:30 AM.  

This group is open to any woman who wishes to explore the 
Bible, expand their faith, and share in fellowship time. Our first 
meeting will be September 15.  We are doing a study of Proverbs, 
using the Living Word Bible Series. 

If you are interested or desire more information, please 
contact Sally Heimbach.  

 

DISCIPLES OF CHRIST    DOC is a men’s study & discussion group, 
meeting every other Thursday at 7:30 AM in the parlor. The topic 
of discussion will be “living in a diverse society.” Next meeting— 
9/22. 

 
YOUTH GROUP   Our youth group will be back into full swing soon!  

Youth in grades 6-8 are invited to participate in Middle 
School Youth Group which meets at Faith Presbyterian Church, 
Emmaus (3002 N. 2nd St.). We meet from 5:00-7:00 PM. Youth in 
grades 9-12 are invited to participate in high school youth group 
from 6:30-8:30 PM at Faith. Each week, we have a meal together, 
which is sponsored by our awesome parents and mentors. Weekly 
youth group meetings will begin on September 18th. 

This year, our youth will be exploring tough topics, they will 
learn and explore their capacity for leadership, and they will 
explore what it means to live in relationship to God, each other, 
and our world.  

Our youth group kickoff party is today. All middle school and 
high school youth will meet together this first week for games, ice 
breakers, and dinner. We will meet at Faith from 5:00-8:00 PM.  

Read the September issue of The Faith Flyer for more 
September happenings! 

FLOWERS FOR CHANCEL TABLE 
Donors are still needed for many dates throughout the year! 

Please see the flower chart hanging outside Fellowship Hall to sign 
up for donating bouquets of flowers to be placed on the chancel 
table during worship on Sundays during 2016. Bouquets are 
$17.25 and are billed directly to donors by the florist, Flowers by 
George’s.  

 

DO YOU HAVE AN EXTRA MINUTE? 
The Board of Deacons has identified the following members 

who are either confined to their homes, at a nursing facility, or 
sometimes unable to attend Sunday worship services: 

Bunny Ashcraft --------- Devon House  
Kay & Richard Cole ----- Home 
Mitch Connor ------------ Devon House 
Leon Cummings -------- Home 
Marion Forrest ---------- Westminster Village 
Donna Kastner --------- Home 
Sandy Missmer --------- Home 
Diane Perry ------------- Home 
Marilyn Rippon ---------- Home 
Theodore Rogal -------- Home 
George Smits ----------- Brookview Independent Living 

If you have an extra minute, perhaps you could call, send a 
card or even visit one of these members. Their phone numbers 
and addresses are located in the revised 2015 Faith Directory. 
Be a Deacon in your own right and help make someone’s day a 
little brighter.  

NOMINAT I NG  

9/12 Sarah Hillanbrand 

9/15 Carolyn Baittinger, Andrew Martin, 
 Carolyn Rice 

9/16 Bruce Wagner BIR
TH

DA
YS

 

mailto:JHillwtr@aol.com
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M I SS ION  
DAYBREAK – SEPTEMBER 11 

1-2 persons to bake 2 doz. cookies each 

Faith Church cooks and serves a meal at Daybreak on the 
second Monday of each month, from 2:30 to 4:30 pm.    

 Daybreak is a drop-in center for people suffering from 
mental illness, who may or may not also be homeless. 

 Helpers are also needed, especially cooks, from approx. 
2:30 to 4:30 pm.   

 Because of possible nut allergies, please mark cookies 
that have nuts in them. Sugar-free cookies are also 
appreciated. Drop them off in the kitchen by noon of that 
Monday.    

For more information, contact Richard Smith (484-515-
3368). Don’t pass up this very easy opportunity to “do unto 
others.” 

 

PEACE AND GLOBAL WITNESS OFFERING: 

COME TO THE TABLE OF PEACE 
The Peace & Global Witness Offering has a global reach, 

significant impact, and brings peace to people through Christ. The 
Peace & Global Witness Offering is received during the Season of 
Peace, which ends on World Communion Sunday, October 2. 

We will be giving our 25% to East Penn Neighbors Helping 
Neighbors. Their mission is to serve families within the East Penn 
School District through multi-faceted short-term assistance in order 
to help restore and sustain healthy, independent living. See this 
month’s issue of The Faith Flyer  for more information. 

In 2015, Faith Presbyterian Church received $2335.00, with 
$583.75 going towards support of East Penn Neighbors Helping 
Neighbors. We had 29 faithful mission givers. 

What can we do in 2016 to help set the TABLE of PEACE? 

 

WALKERS NEEDED 
2016 Crop Hunger Walk      Sunday, October 9 @ 1:30 PM 

St. Timothy’s on Ott Street, Allentown 
By walking and/or donating money, you can help the hungry. 

The donations will help provide food and water, as well as 
resources that empower them to meet their own needs.  

An information table will be located in the narthex at church. If 
you have any questions, please see Donna Hill. macsalad@ptd.net 

 

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITY FOR COMMUNITY OUTREACH 
Every Tuesday, meals are prepared and served at New 

Bethany in Bethlehem. Other volunteer opportunities are available 
at the same time, in the food bank or in the distribution of clothing.  
Those interested should contact Richard Smith. Volunteers can 
meet at Faith Church at 8:30 AM to carpool and return to the 
church at around 1:30 PM.  

 

WHAT’S NEW? 
Fellowship is defined as: Friendly association, especially with 

people who share one's interests. “they valued fun and good 
fellowship as the cement of the community” 

Synonyms: companionship, companionability, sociability, 
comradeship, friendship, mutual support 

Fellowship is that and more here at Faith.  It is truly a time to 
learn more about the people who make up your “Faith Family”   

There are several ways to participate in Fellowship at Faith:  

Fellowship Time following Worship—Sign up on the sheet 
outside Fellowship Hall.  

Monthly Pot Luck Lunches—The first Sunday of the month, 
which is also the day Communion is celebrated. It is a time to share 
a Meal.  On these Sundays, the Fellowship Team will be providing 
the main course & beverages and we are asking that you bring 
either a side or dessert to share.  See the chart included in this 
month’s issue of The Faith Flyer.  

FELLOWSHIP  

E AST  PE NN  N E IGHBORS  H ELPI NG  NE IGHBORS  
COMEDY NIGHT 

Benefitting East Penn Neighbors Helping Neighbors 

October 1 @ Wisecrackers Comedy Club 
Ramada Inn—1500 Macarthur Blvd. Whitehall, PA 

Doors Open—8:00 PM 
Comedy Show—9-11:00 PM 

Starring 
Max Docelli 

Max’s animated onstage presence and sharp material get the 
audience on board for a wild ride. His high energy has made him 
one of the most sought after comics on the circuit. He plays all the 
clubs from AC to Vegas. Also appearing, Brandon Scott.  

Enjoying some laughs while supporting your local community 
is a wonderful way to spend an evening. Tickets are $20 a piece 
and can be obtained from Pastor Tim. 

THE  4 1 2  
POTTERY SHOW 

Today, and next weekend, local pottery artists will meet at the 
412 to hold their 15th anniversary group show. The event is free 
and open to the public. 

The show features a wide assortment of handmade ceramics 
created by members of the Potters Exchange, including a talented 
artist from the Emmaus Community.  

Brochures are available in the narthex.  

http://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/peacemaking/season-peace/
http://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/peacemaking/season-peace/
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If you wish, you may tear this off and place in offering plate. 

TWO  W EEKS  OF  F A I TH  
This calendar is prepared a few days prior to distribution. Please see the church website for the most up-to-date information. 

Room Numbers, indicating where meetings will be held (when known), are shown in parentheses following the listing. More information for 

activities taking place at The 412 can be found on the 412 Facebook page or by checking with the church secretary.  

THIS  WEEK    
Sunday, September 11 SCRIP Orders Due 
 8:30 AM— Youth Handbells (MR) 
 9:05 AM— Youth Music Fellowship (MR) 
 9:15 AM— Youth Vocal Choir (MR) 
 10:00 AM— Worship Service 
 10:00 AM— @412: Potters Exchange Show “Clay Expressions” 
 11:20 AM— Sunday School 
 11:20 AM— Genesis Choir (MR) 
 11:40 AM— Children’s Vocal Choir (MR) 
 Noon— Children’s Handbells (MR) 
 5:00 PM— Youth Group Kickoff Party (FH) 
 
Monday, September 12  
 9:00 AM— @412: Community Office Day 
 2:00 PM— Daybreak 
 6:00 PM— Adult Handbells (MR) 
 7:30 pm— Emmaus Chorale  
 
Tuesday, September 13  
 7:00 PM— Session Meeting 
 
Wednesday, September 14  
 10:00 AM— Bridge to God (2) 
 7:30 PM— Senior Choir (S) 
 
Thursday, September 15  
 9:30 AM— Women’s Devotional Fellowship (7) 
 7:00 PM— Narcotics Anon. (FH)  
 
Friday, September 16 Church Office Closed 
 9:00 AM— @412: Business Among Moms 
  
Saturday, September 17  
Youth Group Sleep-Out for Homelessness (St. John’s UCC) 
 

NE XT  WEEK    
Sunday, September 18 Flyer Deadline  
 8:30 AM— Youth Handbells (MR) 
 9:05 AM— Youth Music Fellowship (MR) 
 9:15 AM— Youth Vocal Choir (MR) 
 10:00 AM— Worship Service 
 11:15 AM— New Member Gathering 
 11:20 AM— Sunday School 
 11:20 AM— Genesis Choir (MR) 
 11:40 AM— Children’s Vocal Choir (MR) 
 Noon— Children’s Handbells (MR) 
 5:00 PM— Middle School Youth Group 
 6:30 PM— Senior High Youth Group 
 
Monday, September 19  
 9:00 AM— @412: Community Office Day 
 6:00 PM— Adult Handbells (MR) 
 6:30 PM— @412: Yoga 
 7:00 PM— Celebration Committee 
 7:00 PM— Mission Committee 
 7:30 pm— Emmaus Chorale  
 
Tuesday, September 20  
 11:00 AM— Emmaus Garden Club (FH) 
 4:00 PM— @412: Khinder Creations—Office Launch 
 7:15 PM— Deacons 
 7:30 PM— Discipleship Committee 
 
Wednesday, September 21  
 Noon— Bible Study 
 10:00 AM— Bridge to God (2) 
 1:00 PM— @412: Fibromyalgia Support Group 
 7:30 PM— Senior Choir (S) 
 
Thursday, September 22  
 7:30 AM— Disciples of Christ (P) 
 9:30 AM— Flyer Crew (3) 
 9:30 AM— Women’s Devotional Fellowship (7) 
 6:00 PM— @412: L.V. Technology Movers & Shakers 
 7:00 PM— Narcotics Anon. (FH)  
 
Friday, September 23 Church Office Closed 
  
Saturday, September 24  
 11:00 AM— @412: Potters Exchange Show “Clay Expressions” 

AROUND  THE  CORNER . . . 
Oct. 2 ............... World Communion Sunday 
Oct. 2 ............... Peace and Global Witness Offering Dedication 

Oct. 2 ............... Church Picnic 
Oct. 9 ............... SCRIP Orders Due 

Oct. 9 ............... Crop Hunger Walk 
Oct. 16 ............ Deadline for November Faith Flyer 
Oct. 20 ............ Flyer Crew 
Nov. 6 .............. Fellowship Lunch 

Nov. 8 .............. Election day 
Nov. 11 ........... Veterans Day 

Nov. 13 ........... SCRIP Orders Due 

Key 
FH Fellowship Hall 

MR Music Room 

P Parlor 

O Office 

S Sanctuary 

I GIVE 
Monthly, Quarterly, or Electronically. 

To learn more about giving electronically, click on the “Stewardship” 
link under the “About Us” section of our website.  
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MINUTE FOR MISSION

Come to the Table of Justice
taking a risk for peace

A group of church women in the Democratic Republic of 
the Congo (DRC) are living witnesses to the declaration in 
First John that God’s “perfect love casts out fear.” 

While the civil war in the DRC officially ended in 2003, the 
conflict continues to rage in the east of the country. More 
than five million lives have been lost, and terror can strike 
communities at any moment. Gang rapes are common, as 
is the conscription of child soldiers. 

Weary of the atrocities war had inflicted on their 
communities, a delegation from the Federation of 
Protestant Women in Ituri took a huge risk for the sake 
of peace. In March 2013, they visited the hiding place of 
rebel leader Cobra Matata and asked him to lay down his 
arms. “We have come to tell you that we are fed up with 
the war,” delegation leader Neema Androsi told him.

Matata was amazed by their courage, but the women 
walked away with no assurances the militia would cease 
hostilities.

More than a year later, in August 2014, Androsi, 
accompanied by the community chief and his staff, 
paid another visit to Matata, past burning villages that 
reminded them of the horrors they wanted to stop. The 
militia leader listened to their appeal but would not 
commit to peace. Two weeks later, they visited again with 
the same result. 

However, one day in November 2014, Matata announced 
he was ready to lay down his arms. In anticipation of his 
surrender, the Protestant women gathered for worship and 
prayer not far from where Matata was hiding. Moments 
later, he and many of his militia members gave themselves 
up to the Congolese army.

Matata’s surrender did not end the hostilities in the 
eastern DRC. There are many more rebel groups that 
continue to fight for control of land, gain access to vast 
mineral wealth, and avenge ethnic strife.

Yet Androsi and others continue to work for peace in 
the DRC, inviting their enemies to join them at a table 
of justice, a table set by God—a table where women 
experience dignity instead of abuse, where children 
flourish in school rather than languish in militia camps,  
and where communities look to the future with hope 
instead of fear.

Your support of the Peace & Global Witness Offering 
helps draw people to God’s table of justice, where 
adversaries are reconciled and God’s abundance is 
celebrated and shared.   

Fifty percent of the offering is sent to our national church, 
25% remains with our congregation for local ministries, and 
another 25% goes for mid council ministries. God has set 
this table of justice and peace for our neighbors down the 
street and around the world. Presbyterians like you and 
me who support the Peace & Global Witness Offering are 
gathering around the table and invite others to join  
us there. Please give generously. 


