Silent Night, Holy Night
Dr. Bob Burton, guitar
		Silent night, holy night! All is calm, all is bright,
		 round yon virgin mother and child!
		 Holy Infant, so tender and mild
		 sleep in heavenly peace, sleep in heavenly peace.
		
		
		
		

Silent night, holy night! Shepherds quake at the sight,
glories stream from heaven afar,
heavenly hosts sing: “Alleluia;
Christ the Savior is born, Christ the Savior is born.”

		
		
		
		

Silent night, holy night! Son of God, love’s pure light;
radiant beams from thy holy face,
with the dawn of redeeming grace,
Jesus, Lord, at thy birth, Jesus, Lord, at thy birth.

		
		
		
		

Silent night, holy night! Wondrous star, lend thy light;
with the angels let us sing,
Alleluia to our King;
Christ the Savior is born, Christ the Savior is born.

As we sing this carol, the ushers will lead the congregation from the
sanctuary, beginning with the front pews. As you exit the building,
please extinguish your candle. You may take the candle with you or
place it in one of the baskets on the sanctuary porch.

NOTES ON THE SERVICE
A special word of welcome to our guests: thank you for joining us
for worship this evening. We are delighted you are here and look forward to
seeing you again.
Tonight’s offering will be given to support the position of Patient
Pharmaceutical Assistance Program Coordinator of the Athens Nurses
Clinic. The clinic sees many patients who are seriously ill and for whom
generic medications are not adequate or even available. Our special offering
will help the Athens Nurses Clinic assist its most critically ill patients
obtain the life-sustaining medications they require.
Nurseries for infants and toddlers are located next to the Children’s Ministry
Suite and are accessible down the stairs in the Atrium and through the glass doors.
We thank the December Flower Committee for decorating our
church and sanctuary during Advent and Christmas.

In response to God’s grace, the mission of First Presbyterian Church is to create
a community where people seek the truth of the Gospel of Jesus Christ, rejoice in
worship, and go forth sharing the love of Christ with Athens and the world!

Those who wish to make a contribution to the church before the end
of the year please note the following: for tax purposes the contribution must
be claimed in the year in which it is delivered. One exception is a check;
which is deductible in the year it is mailed (and postmarked) even though it
is received by the church early in the new year.

USHERS
6:00 p.m.
Randy Dudley (head),
Carl Bergmann, Scott Collins,
Jimbo LaBoon III, Bruce Miller,
Keith Oelke, John A. Simpson,
Bo Thurston

8:00 p.m.
Allen Crowell (head), Phyllis Crowell,
Ron Cox, Don DeMaria, Ed Law,
David Mendenhall

LOOKING AHEAD
December 25 - Christmas Day, Dr. Bruce Lancaster
10:30 a.m. Open presents and join us! We will have one informal
		 worship service. (Sunday School will not meet.)
December 26 - 27
Church Office Closed for Christmas Holiday
January 1 - New Year’s Day, Communion Sunday/Food Sunday*
10:30 a.m. We will have one worship service. (Sunday School will not meet.)
December 30 - January 2
Church Office Closed for New Year’s Holiday
January 8 - Extended Food Sunday*
8:45 a.m. & 11:00 a.m. Worship Services, Dr. Bruce Lancaster preaching
9:45 a.m.
Sunday School resumes for all ages

Christmas Eve
Candelight Communion Service

* January 1 and 8 we will be collecting pork & beans, spaghetti sauce,
salmon, and tuna for the Athens Area Emergency Food Bank.

December 24, 2016
6:00 and 8:00 p.m.
First Presbyterian Church of Athens
185 East Hancock Avenue, Athens, GA 30601
FirstPresAthens.org 706-543-4338
Please see FirstPresAthens.org
for more information about the life of the church.

www.FirstPresAthens.org 706-543-4338
185 East Hancock Avenue, Athens, GA 30601-2719

Prelude

Toccata on ANTIOCH
Noël Étranger

Craig Phillips
Louis-Claude Daquin

Away in a Manger

Robin Dinda

Away in a Manger

W. J. Kirkpatrick

		

and Normandy Carol

Away in a manger, no crib for a bed, the little Lord Jesus laid down his sweet head;
the stars in the bright sky looked down where he lay,
the little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay.
The cattle are lowing, the baby awakes, but little Lord Jesus no crying he makes.
I love thee, Lord Jesus! Look down from the sky,
and stay by my side until morning is nigh.
Be near me, Lord Jesus; I ask thee to stay close by me for ever, and love me I pray.
Bless all the dear children in thy tender care,
and fit us for heaven, to live with thee there.

Pastoral Dance on Sussex Carol

Allen Orton Gibbs

Prelude on “Greensleeves”

Richard Purvis
6:00 p.m. Ness Family
8:00 p.m. Kipp Family

Call to Worship
John 1:1-5, 14, 16
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God,
and the Word was God.
He was in the beginning with God.
All things came into being through him,
and without him not one thing came into being.
What has come into being in him was life,
and the life was the light of all people.
The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it.
And the Word became f lesh and lived among us,
and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a father’s only son,
full of grace and truth.
From his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace.
*Hymn 41

O Come, All Ye Faithful

Prayer for Christmas Eve
O God of love,
you have brought us together tonight
and blessed us with your very self.
Let our worship offer glad hallellujahs
as we marvel at the wonder of your presence.
We thank you for the birth of your Son.
Help us to prepare again for his coming:
to prepare inwardly in our hearts,
and outwardly in our world.
Let our songs and prayers
and telling of the Christmas story
fill us with the glory of the good news
so that we may carry it with us into our lives.
Amen.

*Those who are able may stand.

*Hymn 44
First Gospel Lesson
Carol

Sacrament of Holy Communion

Micah 5:2-5a, page 849
O Little Town of Bethlehem

Prayer of Thanksgiving and the Lord’s Prayer

Luke 1:26-33, page 933
The Angel Gabriel

ADESTE FIDELES

*Hymn 36

Prayer after Communion
Lighting of the Candles
When lighting your candle, please tilt the unlighted candle toward the flame of the lighted candle.

Candlelight Carol Sing
Congregation remains seated.

Joy to the world! The Lord is come: let earth receive her King.
		 Let every heart prepare him room, and heaven and nature sing.

Carol
Sussex Carol
Ian Higginson
On Christmas night all Christians sing to hear the news the angels bring;
news of great joy, news of great mirth, news of our merciful King’s birth.
Then why should we on earth be so sad since our Redeemer made us glad,
when from our sin he set us free, all for to gain our liberty.
When sin departs before his grace then life and health come in its place;
angels above with joy may sing. All for to see the newborn King.
All out of darkness we have light which made the angels sing this night;
“Glory to God, and peace to men. Now and for evermore. Amen.”
A Gift Is On the Way

Joy to the World

CRaNHaM

Third Gospel Lesson Luke 1:39-45, page 934

Sermon

Please partake of the elements as you are served. The cup in the center of each plate
contains gluten free bread.

Luke 1:34-38, page 934
In the Bleak Midwinter

Dr. Bruce Lancaster

It Came Upon the Midnight Clear
		
		
		
		
		
		
		

Tonight’s offering will be given to the Athens Nurses Clinic.

The Wexford Carol

Larry L. Finke

Good people all this Christmastime, consider well and bear in mind
what our good God for us has done in sending his beloved Son.
With Mary holy we should pray to God with love this Christmas day;
in Bethlehem upon that morn there was a blessed Messiah born.
Near Bethlehem did shepherds keep their flocks and lambs and feeding sheep;
to whom God’s angels did appear, which put the shepherds in great fear.
“Prepare, go,” the angels said, “to Bethlehem, be not afraid;
for there you’ll find, this happy morn, a princely babe, sweet Jesus born.”
With thankful heart and joyful mind, the shepherds went the babe to find,
and as God’s angel had foretold, they did their Savior Christ behold.
Within a manger he was laid. And by his side the virgin maid,
attending on the Lord of all, so lowly laid in an ox’s stall.
Good people all this Christmastime, consider well and bear in mind
what our good God for us has done, in sending his beloved Son.

*Hymn 53

What Child Is This

It came upon the midnight clear,
that glorious song of old,
from angels bending near the earth,
to touch their harps of gold:
“Peace on the earth, good will to all,
from heaven’s all gracious King”:
The world in solemn stillness lay,
to hear the angels sing.
The First Nowell

Presentation of Our Tithes and Offerings
Offertory

Hymnal, p. 16

Sharing of Bread and Cup

Basque Carol

The angel Gabriel from heaven came, his wings as drifted snow, his eyes as flame;
“All hail,” said he, “thou lowly maiden Mary, most highly favored lady,” Gloria!
“For know a blessed mother thou shalt be, all generations laud and honor thee,
thy Son shall be Emmanuel, by seers foretold, most highly favored lady,” Gloria!
Then gentle Mary meekly bowed her head, “To me be as it pleaseth God,” she said,
“my soul shall laud and magnify his holy Name.” Most highly favored lady, Gloria!
Of her, Emmanuel, the Christ, was born in Bethlehem, all on a Christmas morn,
and Christian folk throughout the world will ever say –
“Most highly favored lady,” Gloria!

Second Gospel Lesson

Invitation to the Table

ST. LOUIS

Robin Milford

In the Bleak Midwinter

Lighting of the Advent Wreath
		

Old Testament Lesson

GREENSLEEVES

		
		
		
		

The first Nowell the angels did say
was to certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay;
in fields where they lay a-keeping their sheep,
on a cold winter’s night that was so deep.
Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, born is the King of Israel.
Angels We Have Heard on High

		Angels we have heard on high, sweetly singing o’er the plains,
		 and the mountains in reply echoing their joyous strains.
		 Gloria in excelsis Deo; Gloria in excelsis Deo.
Hark! The Herald Angels Sing
		Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the new born King.”
		 Peace on earth, and mercy mild, God and sinners reconciled!”
		 Joyful, all ye nations, rise, join the triumph of the skies;
		 with the angelic host proclaim, “Christ is born in Bethlehem!”
		 Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King!”

