In response to God’s grace, the mission of First Presbyterian Church is to create
a community where people seek the truth of the Gospel of Jesus Christ,
rejoice in worship, and go forth sharing the love of Christ with Athens and the world!

July 29, 2018
10:00 a.m.
Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time

GATHERING IN THE NAME OF GOD
Welcome to all who are worshipping with us. As we enter a holy space this morning, please
silence your cell phone. The nursery is available downstairs during the service. Consult
an usher if you need a personal hearing device, large-print bulletin, or large-print hymnal.

The congregation is invited
to speak or sing the liturgy
in bold type.

Greeting
The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Prelude

Praeludium in D

Dietrich Buxtehude

Words of Welcome and Concerns of the Church
Song of Gathering Come, Worship God
O QUANTA QUALIA
Come, worship God, who is worthy of honor;
enter God’s presence with thanks and a song!
You are the rock of your people’s salvation
to whom our jubilant praises belong.
Call to Worship
from Isaiah 43:1, 4, 10
Thus says the Lord: do not fear, for I have redeemed you; I have
called you by name, you are mine.
When we pass through the waters, the Lord will be with us;
when we walk through fire, we will not be burned.
Thus says the Lord: you are precious in my sight, and I love you;
do not fear, for I am with you.
As a people called by your name, O Lord, we worship you
with joy!
*Hymn 478

Praise, My Soul, the King of Heaven

* Those who are able may stand.

LAUDA ANIMA

Please sign and pass the
Fellowship Pad, making
note of new and old friends.

Hymn 478, a free
paraphrase of Psalm 103,
gains much energy and
conviction by including
the double “Alleluia!”
before the final line of
text. That repeated fournote descending from
the tune’s highest note
gives voice to the praise
that the rest of the hymn
evokes.

*Call to Confession
*Prayer of Confession
O God, have mercy on us as we make our confession.
We too often expect applause and awards for our acts of
kindness and generosity. We want you to acknowledge us
as if we are earning merit badges for Christian living or
medals for the sacrifices we make. Forgive our craving
to be celebrated and commemorated. Help us to be humble
in the knowledge that we live by grace alone, through Jesus
Christ, in whose name we pray.
*Silent Prayer
Lord, have mercy. Amen.
*Assurance of Pardon

Worshipers may greet each
other by saying, “The
peace of Christ be with
you,” and responding,
“And also with you.”

Over the summer, the
children will be learning
about different parts of
worship. The children are
invited forward where they
find the church mouse.
During Vacation Bible
School 2018, each child
painted a popsicle stick
cross. These special
crosses were then placed
together to construct the
new Children’s Ministry
cross which is displayed
in the Sanctuary today. It
will hang permanently in
the Children’s Ministry
Suite.

The anthem accompaniment quotes the Prelude
from Bach’s Cello Suite
No. 1 in G under the
well-known hymn sung
by the choir, arranged by
contemporary American
composer Roland E.
Martin.

*Congregational Response
Hymn 579
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,
world without end. Amen. Amen.
*Passing of the Peace
Since God has forgiven us in Christ, let us forgive one another.
The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.
And also with you.
Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has welcomed you.
Time for Children
Hymn Insert

Natalie Bishop
I Am A Child of God

HEARING THE WORD OF GOD
Congregational Prayer for Illumination
Hymn 321, Stanza 1
Holy Spirit, truth divine, dawn upon this soul of mine;
Word of God, and inward light, wake my spirit, clear my sight.
First Lesson
Psalm 36:1-6, page 499
This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
Anthem
					

Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing
arr. Roland E. Martin

Come, thou fount of every blessing, tune my heart to sing thy grace!
Streams of mercy never ceasing, call for songs of loudest praise.
Teach me some melodious sonnet, sung by flaming tongues above.
Praise the mount! O, fix me on it, mount of God’s unchanging love.
Here I find my greatest treasure; hither by thy help, I’ve come;
and I hope, by thy good pleasure, safely to arrive at home.
Jesus sought me when a stranger wandering from the fold of God;
he, to rescue me from danger, interposed his precious blood.
O, to grace how great a debtor daily I’m constrained to be!
Let thy goodness, like a fetter, bind my wandering heart to thee:
prone to wander, Lord I feel it, prone to leave the God I love;
here’s my heart, O, take and seal it, seal it for thy courts above.

Second Lesson
Jonah 4:1-11, page 845
This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
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Sermon

Once Upon a Time: Jonah

Dr. Bruce Lancaster

RESPONDING TO THE WORD OF GOD
*Hymn 261

God of Compassion, in Mercy Befriend Us

				

O QUANTA QUALIA

*Affirmation of Faith
from A Brief Statement of Faith
We trust in God the Holy Spirit, everywhere the giver and
renewer of life.
The Spirit justifies us by grace through faith,
sets us free to accept ourselves and to love God and neighbor,
and binds us together with all believers in the one body of
Christ, the Church.
The same Spirit who inspired the prophets and apostles
rules our faith and life in Christ through Scripture,
engages us through the Word proclaimed,
claims us in the waters of baptism,
feeds us with the bread of life and the cup of salvation,
and calls women and men to all ministries of the Church.
In a broken and fearful world the Spirit gives us courage
to pray without ceasing, to witness among all peoples to
Christ as Lord and Savior, to unmask idolatries in Church
and culture, to hear the voices of peoples long silenced,
and to work with others for justice, freedom, and peace.
Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts,
as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the
power and the glory, forever. Amen.

By ending with questions rather than simple
affirmations, Hymn
261 conveys a strong
sense of faith in God’s
presence and guidance
without ignoring how
much of the future
remains unknown. The
confidence of the text
is well matched by its
sturdy 17th-century
French tune.
In 1983, the PC(USA)
was formed by the reunion of what were the
Northern and Southern
streams of the Presbyterian denominations
in the USA. The Brief
Statement of Faith was
written to articulate
the common identity
Presbyterians share.
This creed is arranged in
a trinitarian framework
that is meant to be used
in worship.

Presentation of Our Tithes and Offerings
Offertory

God of Compassion, in Mercy Befriend Us

Flor Peeters

*Doxology
		Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
		 praise him, all creatures here below;
		 praise him above, ye heavenly host;
		 praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

Hymn 592

*Prayer of Dedication

SENDING IN THE NAME OF GOD
*Hymn 276

Great Is Thy Faithfulness

FAITHFULNESS

*Benediction
*Congregational Response
Go with us, Lord, and guide the way
through this and every coming day,
that in your Spirit strong and true
our lives may be our gift to you.
Postlude

Postlude in D

Hymn 535

Following worship, all
are invited for a time of
fellowship and refreshments
in the Atrium.
Texts and music for hymns and
sung responses reprinted under
OneLicense.net #A-714861

Healey Willan
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A special word of welcome to our guests: thank you for joining us for worship this
morning. Please fill out the fellowship pad so that we may be in touch. We are delighted you
are here and look forward to seeing you again.
Nurseries for infants and toddlers, available from 8:45 a.m. to 11:15 a.m., are located next to the
Children’s Ministry Suite and are accessible down the stairs in the Atrium and through the glass door.

NOTES ON THE SERVICE
WORSHIP LEADERS

GREETERS

Liturgist Carol Strickland
Lay Reader Bruce Miller

David Beck, Lillian Beck, Carroll Gaillard,
Dan Nadenicek

USHERS

SUNDAY MORNING MANAGER

Joe Hermanowicz (head), Carla Buss,
John Boatwright, Susan Boatwright,
Michael Earl

FLOWERS

FELLOWSHIP HOST
Madie Fischetti

Chuck Hunt
The flowers are given to the glory of God and
in memory of Jane and George Scott by the
Scott family.

July Sermon Series
This morning we conclude our three-week sermon series. Dr. Lancaster has explored the Old
Testament stories of Amos and Hosea. This morning we will look at Jonah’s tale.
Even though these stories are thousands of years old, they still speak to us today.
In them we see ourselves, our world, and the overwhelming grace of God.

Summer Office Hours
The church office will close at 2:00 p.m. on Friday afternoons through August 3. Our office
hours are: 8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. Monday through Thursday, 8:30 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. Friday.
If you need assistance on Friday afternoons, please refer to the Church Life App
or your membership directory to contact Dr. Lancaster.

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH STAFF
Dr. Bruce Lancaster, Interim Senior Pastor
Dr. Carol Strickland, Associate Pastor
Dr. John Kipp, Parish Associate
The Reverend Bob Googe, Parish Associate
Dr. John Coble, Director of Music and Organist
Mrs. Kim Ness, Director of Youth Ministries
Mrs. Natalie Bishop, Director of Children’s Ministries
Mrs. Elaine Johnson, Director of Weekday School
Mr. Roger Burbage, Church Administrator
Mrs. Lucy Bell Johnson, Administrative Assistant for
Congregational Care & Membership
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Ms. Nan Powell, Communications Specialist
Mrs. Jennifer Sunderlin, Receptionist/Administrative
Assistant
Mrs. Laura McHugh, Accountant
Mrs. Tiffany Greene, Weekday School Administrative
Assistant
Ms. Jennifer Abbott, Nursery Volunteer & Staff
Coordinator
Mrs. Charlotte Chromiak, Children’s Music Assistant
Mr. Willie “Buc” Collins, Sexton
Mrs. Madeline Van Dyck, Parish Nurse

THIS WEEK
Sunday, July 29
9:15 a.m.
Summer Choir Rehearsal, Room 202
10:00 a.m.
Worship Service, Dr. Bruce Lancaster preaching
11:05 a.m.
Fellowship, Atrium
2:00 p.m. Memorial Service for Charles Clement, Reception Following
Tuesday, July 31
10:30 a.m.
Staff Meeting, Staff Conference Room
1:30 p.m. Knitting Purls, Room 304
2:00 p.m. Bicentennial 2020 Vault Work, Children’s Ministry Suite
Wednesday, August 1
9:00 a.m.
Wonderful Wednesday, Weekday School
12:30 p.m. Prayers for Healing, Sanctuary
3:00 p.m. Bridge, Room 302
4:15 p.m. Chair Yoga, Room 310
Sunday, August 5 - Senior Adult Sunday, Communion Sunday, Food Sunday
10:00 a.m.
Worship Service, Dr. Bruce Lancaster preaching

LOOKING AHEAD
August 5 - Interfaith Service for Clarke County Schools, 5:30 p.m.
Piedmont College, 595 Prince Ave.

August 5-12 - Interfaith Hospitality Network of Athens Host Week
August 12 - Two Worship Services Resume
		
Fellowship@First: Fall Kickoff Brunch, Back-to-School Blessing
August 19 - Sunday School Begins
		
Honduras Shareholder Dinner

ANNOUNCEMENTS
FOOD SUNDAY, August 5
Next Sunday we will be collecting non-perishable food items for the Athens-Area Emergency
Food Bank. This month they are requesting:
= breakfast cereal
= dry pasta
= plastic & paper grocery bags
Thank you for donating 260 items in July!
SUMMER CHOIR
August 5, Last day
All interested singers are invited to join us for
Summer Choir. Please meet in the choir room at
9:15 a.m. on Sunday to rehearse music for that
morning’s service. Our Chancel Choir is the
foundation of this group, but all are welcome.
SENIOR ADULT SUNDAY
August 5, 10:00 a.m.
The theme of worship will be “Stories of the
Faithful” and will include three speakers: Diane
Adams, Ray Schofield, and John Simpson. The
Lord’s Supper will be celebrated by Dr. Bruce
Lancaster and Dr. John Kipp; a reception will
immediately follow the service. Please join us as
we honor our senior adult members.

INTERFAITH SERVICE FOR
CLARKE COUNTY SCHOOLS
August 5, 5:30 p.m.
The Interfaith Clergy Partnership of Greater
Athens invites the community to gather and
offer blessings to the teachers, students, and
staff of the Clarke County School District as
the new year begins. The service will be held
at Piedmont College, 595 Prince Avenue.
IHNA HOST WEEK
August 5-12, Sign-up today!
Please sign-up in the Atrium today for our
next Interfaith Hospitality Network of Athens
host week. You may also check the online
calendar or email Patty Whiten (pattywhiten@
windstream.net) to volunteer.
FELLOWSHIP@FIRST: FALL KICKOFF
BRUNCH, August 12, 9:45 a.m.
Join us for brunch in Fellowship Hall as we
resume two worship services (at 8:45 & 11:00
a.m.) and look forward to the beginning of
our fall activities. Sunday School information
will be available.

Children’s Ministry Cross

Pere Jean Monique Bruno is the heart and soul of what we do. Because of his vision and faithfulness,
St. Barthélémy School was founded in 2003. The ﬁrst classes of preschool and kindergarten students
were the pride and joy of Terrier-Rouge, and as those ﬁrst students grew, the school grew with them.
Classes were added every year. A second ﬂoor was built, then a third, and eventually an addi�onal
three-story building was built to accommodate over 1,000 students! These students are exceeding
the demands of the curriculum because of the high quality of teachers and their dedica�on to
educa�on. Truly, École St. Barthélémy is a part of the fabric of life in Terrier-Rouge.
Pere Bruno con�nues to inspire thousands of people through his hard work and tes�mony. He is loved
and admired by many around the globe. Help us say, "Happy Birthday," to the man who started it all
by par�cipa�ng in our Giving Day!
You don't have to wait un�l July 27th -- Visit www.BethlehemMinistry.org to learn more about Pere
Bruno's legacy and to make a dona�on today!

