
In response to God’s grace, the mission of First Presbyterian Church is to create 
a community where people seek the truth of the Gospel of Jesus Christ, 

rejoice in worship, and go forth sharing the love of Christ with Athens and the world!

July 17, 2016
10:00 a.m.

Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time

The congregation is invited 
to speak or sing the text in 
bold type.

Harry is the ruling 
elder chairing the 
Congregational Care 
Commission.

GATHERING IN THE NAME OF GOD
Welcome to all who are worshipping with us. As we enter a holy space this morning, 
please silence your cell phone. The nursery is available downstairs. Consult an usher 

if you need a personal hearing device, large-print bulletin or hymnal. 

  Greeting
 The Lord be with you. And also with you.

  Prelude              “The Peace may be exchanged” from Rubrics    Dan Locklair

  Words of Welcome and Concerns of the Church 
 Please sign and pass the Fellowship Pad.       

  Song of Gathering                                               Hymn 483, Stanza 1
 Sing praise to God, who reigns above, the God of all creation, 
 the God of power, the God of love, the God of our salvation; 
	 with	healing	balm	my	soul	is	filled,	
 and every faithless murmur stilled: 
 to God all praise and glory! 

  Call to Worship                                  Colossians 2:7 (Good News Bible)
 Keep your roots deep in [Christ Jesus], 
 build your lives on him, 
 and become stronger in your faith, as you were taught.

	 And	be	filled	with	thanksgiving.

		Rooted	&	Reaching	Reflections                                    Harry Shuford



*Hymn 489                 Open Now Thy Gates of Beauty      Unser HerrscHer

        ****Latecomers may be seated. 

*Call to Confession

*Prayer of Confession           
 Gracious God,
 our sins are too heavy to carry,
 too real to hide,
 and too deep to undo.
 Forgive what our lips tremble to name,
 what our hearts can no longer bear,
 and what has become for us
	 a	consuming	fire	of	judgment.
 Set us free from a past that we cannot change;
 open to us a future in which we can be changed;
 and grant us grace
	 to	grow	more	and	more	in	your	likeness	and	image;
 through Jesus Christ, the light of the world. Amen.

*Assurance of Pardon

*Congregational Response                                        celtic AllelUiA

*Passing of the Peace
 Since God has forgiven us in Christ, let us forgive one another. 
 The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 
 And also with you. 
 Worshipers may greet each other by saying, “The peace of Christ be with you,” 
 and responding, “And also with you.”

  A Time for Young Children                                                  
 Children, age four through grade two, may come forward for a message and then leave 
 for Children’s Church located in the Children’s Ministry Suite. To pick up your child 
 after  the service, please go to the Atrium and down the stairs.

HEARING THE WORD OF GOD

  Congregational Prayer for Illumination             Hymn 454, Stanza 1
 Blessed Jesus, at your word we are gathered all to hear you;  
	 let	our	hearts	and	souls	be	stirred	now	to	seek	and	love	and	fear	you;
 by your teachings true and holy, 
 drawn from earth to love you solely. 

In the first stanza of 
Hymn 489 “Zion” is 
not a general synonym 
for Jerusalem but a 
reference to the part 
of the city where 
the Temple stood. It 
prepares the way for the 
interior temple of the 
heart in stanza two. The 
pre-existing tune is by 
a prominent German 
Reformed hymn writer.

* Those who are able may stand.



 First Lesson               Genesis 45:4-8, page 41 
 This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks	be	to	God.

 Anthem                                    I Will Arise   
                             arr. Alice Parker and Robert Shaw
 I will arise and go to Jesus, he will embrace me in his arms, 
 in the arms of my dear Savior, oh! there are ten thousand charms. 
 Teach me some melodious sonnet sung by flaming tongues above, 
 praise the mount, I’m fixed upon it, mount of thy redeeming love. 
 Come, thou fount of every blessing, tune my heart to sing thy grace, 
 streams of mercy never ceasing, call for songs of loudest praise. 

  Second Lesson      Matthew 26:36-46, page 908
 This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks	be	to	God.

  Sermon             The Lord’s Prayer: 4. Thy Will Be Done        Dr. Strickland

RESPONDING TO THE WORD OF GOD

*Hymn 425            Lord of Light, Your Name Outshining          Abbot’s leigH

*Affirmation	of	Faith								                                                       from Romans 8
 We believe there is no condemnation
 for those who are in Christ Jesus;
	 for	we	know	that	all	things	work	together	for	good
 for those who love God,
 who are called according to God’s purpose.
 We are convinced that neither death, nor life,
 nor angels, nor rulers,
 nor things present, nor things to come,
 nor powers, nor height, nor depth,
 nor anything else in all creation,
 will be able to separate us from the love of God
 in Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen.

  Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer                   Hymnal, p.16 
 . . . forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. . . .

  Presentation of Our Tithes and Offerings
 Every worshiper, young and old, is encouraged to offer a gift out of gratitude to God.

  Offertory                          I Will Arise                         Robert Powell

  *Doxology                                                         Hymn 592 
	 	 Praise	God,	from	whom	all	blessings	flow;	
  praise him, all creatures here below; 
  praise him above, ye heavenly host; 
  praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 *Prayer of Dedication             

Lord of Light, Your 
Name Outshining was 
written by Howell 
Elvet Lewis for The 
Congregational Harmony 
in 1916. It was written 
to declare that “in 
doing God’s will, active 
cooperation is as much 
needed as humble 
resignation.” The tune 
was composed by Rev. 
Cyril Vincent Taylor 
on a Sunday morning 
during World War II 
while the composer 
was in the religious 
broadcasting depart-
ment of the BBC 
located in the village of 
Abbot’s Leigh.  

 



The text of Hymn 
291 is a composite. 
The original hymn 
was written for 
The Commonwealth, 
the journal of the 
Christian Social 
Union. Alterations 
to stanza two and the 
new stanza three were 
written by request for 
the final worship of 
the Life and Mission 
Statement Consultation 
held at Mo Ranch in 
1985. The tune is a 
Welsh folk melody of 
unknown authorship. 

 SENDING IN THE NAME OF GOD

*Hymn 291                   O God of Earth and Altar                    llAngloffAn

*Benediction                                                                       
 Following worship, all are invited for a time of fellowship in the Atrium.

*Congregational Response                                             Ar Hyd y nos

 Go, my children, sins forgiven, at peace and pure. 
 Here you learned how much I love you, what I can cure. 
 Here you heard my dear Son’s story; 
 here you touched him, saw his glory. 
 Go, my children, sins forgiven, at peace and pure.

*Postlude                     Fanfare on Abbot’s Leigh            Charles Callahan

WORSHIP LEADERS

Liturgist:
John Kipp 

Lay Reader:
John Walden

USHERS
Mac Corry (head), Carlton Bain, Randy Dudley

GREETERS
Terry Caven, Martha Elmore, Sue Marion, 
Terry Nestor

ELDERS AT THE DOOR
Madie Fischetti, Diane Hudgins, Mike Morris,
Ella Stewart

FELLOWSHIP HOSTS
Dan Trier, Leslie Trier

FLOWERS
The flowers are placed in the sanctuary to 
the glory of God and in memory of Michael 
Peace, given by Mary Peace.

The rosebud is placed on the communion 
table in honor of the birth of Lucinda Hale 
Bromwell on July 7, 2016. Lucinda is the 
daughter of Katie Bennewitz and Brian 
Bromwell and the granddaughter of Laura 
and Jim Bennewitz. 

Nurseries for infants and toddlers are available from 8:45 a.m. to 11:15 a.m., located next 
to the Children’s Ministry Suite and are accessible through the Atrium and down the stairs.

Texts and music for hymns and sung responses reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-714861

A special word of welcome to our guests. Thank you for joining us for worship this 
morning. On behalf of our staff and congregation, we welcome you to First Presbyterian Church 
of Athens. Please fill out the pew pad with as much contact information as you would like to 
share so that we may follow up with you. 

We hope you will come again and if you do not have a church home, we invite you to consider 
joining this caring community of faith. Periodically we offer new member classes led by our 
pastors. Please call the church office (706-543-4338) or email us (frontdesk@firstpresathens.org) 
to inquire about the next scheduled classes.


