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“AN INCONVENIENT CONVERSATION” 
BY DR. OLUSHOLA ISINKAIYE  

(ORDAINED 4SQ MINISTER, LIVES WITH HIS WIFE JUMY IN VISTA CA) 

 

This piece is written in the spirit of stimulating or if I may put it strongly, “provoking” conversation, albeit 
a not so convenient and comfortable conversation about the turbulence of racial strives, divisions, and 
injustice that has pervaded our society and is increasingly polarizing and driving us apart. It is 
inconvenient and uncomfortable because it involves talking about pain, suffering, violence, indifference, 
and we have problems assuming responsibility for what has happened, is happening, and bound to 
continue to happen if we keep ignoring the underlying issues and refuse or choose not to address them. 
 
To those who may think this is not the forum for this type of conversation or discussion, because they fear 
it may further divide the Church and that, if we were to talk about the issues we are going to raise in this 
discussion, they should be done in “spiritual” “non offensive” terms and tones, I would say this: the 
Church of Jesus Christ was established upon the proclamation of an inconvenient truth: that of a suffering 
Jewish Messiah dying in the place of all ethnos and peoples (first the Jews) to overthrow the tutelage and 
pay the penalty of our sins and establish the ONLY WAY that all of humanity, regardless of color, culture, 
climate, and class can find their way to God and eternal life. Actually, the Foursquare Church was 
established and has functioned on the basis of an inconvenient truth: that God could call and empower a 
woman not just to speak and teach in church (against prior hermeneutics of I Timothy 2: 11-12) but to be 
the pioneer of a vibrant and enduring church movement, just as the Spirit made Peter to encounter and 
deal with an inconvenient truth about God’s acceptance of other ethnos beyond the Jewish people (Acts 
10). 
 
That said, I think the events of the recent past in Minnesota, Wisconsin, Maryland, South Carolina, 
Oklahoma, Ohio, New Mexico and elsewhere beckons us as a people of God to pause and ask ourselves 
a very pointed question: what can the Church do, what can I as a leader do, what can I as a parent do, what 
can I as an educator do, what can I as a pastor or minister do, what can I as individual Christian believer 
do to bring to bear the power and grace of God into the situation and effect enduring change if not 
transformation? Immediately, the first answer that comes to mind is prayer, and how much we need to 
pray even if we think we know or can guess our way forward in solving the problems at hand. Yes, we 
need prayer, first and foremost, as an act of humility: confessions of sins, our inadequacy at dealing with 
the issues, and how to lean forward. Nothing of significance in the Bible got started, prospered, and 
fructified without prayer because we need God as our ALLY and SOURCE OF POWER to deal effectively 
with the problems that confront us. 
 
But for our prayer to be effective, we need to know what we are praying about, and we need to engage 
God on His own terms if we want Him to answer our prayers: pray according to His will, perhaps we need 
to know what His will is (we can find that in the Bible—Micah 6:8)), and be willing to abide by that will 
when He chooses to answer our prayer, and when He decides to answer in ways or directs us to do things 
that are not convenient for us. 
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Now, let me delve into some specifics of the issues that are central to the Church and our conversation. I 
propose for a start, a serious consideration of the following issue: the hermeneutics of the American 
Church historically on the issues of race or what I prefer to call ethnic differences especially with regards 
to African Americans, People of African Descent, People of Asiatic and Hispanic Descent, People of 
Native American Descent and everyone in between (here we have a language problem because the only 
convenient way we have so far referred to people is by their pigmentation which is not only UTTERLY 
inaccurate but wrong—this is a subject for subsequent conversation). The hermeneutics of the American 
Church especially Evangelicals and Pentecostals with regards to ethnic differences in particular regards 
to African Americans and People of African Descent for over 400 years have largely not been different 
from the “separate but equal” principle that was overthrown in Brown vs Board of Education in 1954 and 
definitively exorcised politically in Cooper vs Aaron in 1958.  Fact is, as others before us have noted, the 
11th Hour on Sunday, remains the most segregated hour in America, when people of different ethnicities, 
for the most part, flock to their exclusively or majority ethnic churches where they feel comfortable and 
accepted. Fact also is that ethnicity and color far more divide the American Church than doctrinal 
differences. Now, we are not discounting the numerous cases where the Church has achieved levels of 
integration such as we have in the Foursquare and other church denominations. 
 
It so happens that the hermeneutics of the Pauline epistles (Ephesians 6, Colossians 3, I Timothy 6, and 
Titus 2) and Peter’s admonition (I Peter 2) which were used by a large and preponderant part of the 
American Church to justify slavery and segregation even in churches, survived the Slavery and 
Reconstruction eras and continue to find their expressions both in hideous and subtle forms in our day 
where we find that some Christian organizations including churches, bible colleges, and church-founded 
schools embrace, condone, and perpetuate acts of discrimination and lack of respect and acknowledgment 
of the intrinsic dignity and equality of those, especially African Americans, who look and sound different 
from the dominant ethnic majority. More insidious and patently spurious and preposterous is the 
hermeneutics of Genesis 9: 21-27 espoused in some theological and Christian circles equating the 
predestination of a cursed Canaan to the destiny of African Americans and people of African descent. 
 
To be clear, there was a vibrant minority part of the American Church that fought slavery on every front, 
and paid the price of alliance with the oppressed African American ethnic minority, same as has happened 
over time in the defense of other ethnic minorities such as the Native Indians, Japanese, Chinese, Mexicans 
etc. The historic actions of that minority should challenge the silent majority in the Church today to revisit 
the Church’s hermeneutics, ask themselves the right questions, and seek partnership with the God of the 
Bible on how to make His Kingdom come on the internecine issues and problems that divide us and 
threaten to consume and tear all of us not just apart but down. 
 
For starters, I would like to challenge my readers to three levels of action: the first has to do with a re-
visitation of the faulty hermeneutics referred to, above, and the misconceptions perpetuated about African-
Americans based on ignorance of who they are and their historic subjugation. The second and third have 
to do with the two principal roles the Church and followers of Jesus Christ, as we find in the Bible, are 
called to play in their society. One is to be the voice of the voiceless and the other is to be watchmen and 
women over the society. These roles are not defined exclusively for pastors, prophets, and preachers but 
for everyone who calls upon the name of the Lord. 
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1. GOING BEYOND HERMENEUTICAL FAULTLINES AND PREJUDICES 
My challenge to my readers is to seriously examine what prejudices, stereotypes, and 
misconceptions they hold on to, based on faulty hermeneutics but also cultural assumptions that 
have been handed down to them by their forebears and society; how do they square with their 
firsthand knowledge and experience of African American people and individuals (but also other 
ethnic groups)? If you are not an African American, ask yourself: what type of perceptions do I 
have about African Americans in general? How much are my opinions, suppositions, and 
judgments about African Americans based on their skin pigmentation or what society and people 
make of their skin color? What images come to my mind when an African American name that I 
do not know or cannot spell is mentioned? What kind of feelings do I have vis-à-vis an African-
American—one of superiority or equality? What kind of feelings are evoked in me, when I see an 
African-American being treated differently and worse than me, due to the color of their skin? 
 

2. DARE TO BE VOICE FOR THE OPPRESSED AND VOICELESS  
King Solomon who is considered the wisest man in human history has this to say in Proverbs 31-
9: “speak up for those who cannot speak for themselves, for the rights of all who are destitute. 
Speak up and judge fairly; defend the rights of the poor and the needy.”(NIV). The fact is that 
everyone of us regardless of age, color, creed, or estate have a platform we can use to speak up 
about issues that concern us or to which we attach importance. The teacher in a classroom in 
Sunday School or Public School has a platform from which to speak and influence impressionable 
young minds. Parents at home have the greatest platform especially mothers (the hand that rocks 
the cradle rules the world) with whom young children spend a preponderant part of their early 
years with and under: to influence their children’s mind about love and respect for others as taught 
in the Bible. Racism and all forms of prejudice, first of all are based on ignorance; and secondly, 
they are learned, taught and caught, not imparted at birth. Right teaching and instruction as well 
as modeled behavior based on the truth of God’s Word enable children to learn and live virtuously 
(Proverbs 22:6). The pastor of a congregation has one of the greatest platforms to influence 
people’s behavior: what is expressed from the pulpit carries the weight of a spoken word from 
Heaven and has tremendous power to shape hearts, character, opinion, and behavior. Everyone 
from a youth leader to individuals have platforms of circle of friends and acquaintances where 
their word carries great power and effect. We all can stand for what is right, stand with others when 
they are being oppressed or persecuted, and stand against injustice in any shape or form regardless 
of the price. 
 

3. DARE TO A BE WATCHMAN OR WATCHWOMAN AS THE BIBLE COMMANDS 
Beyond the issue of standing up for, with, and on behalf of African Americans, we are all called 
to be watchmen and watchwomen for our society. That means not only are we to be our brothers’ 
and sisters’ keepers but also keepers of society. God told Ezekiel in the Bible that He has 
established him as a watchman (Ezekiel 33: 6-11): “if the watchman sees the sword coming and 
does not blow the trumpet to warn the people and the sword comes and takes someone’s life, that 
person’s life will be taken because of their sin, but I will hold the watchman accountable for their 
blood.’ “Son of man, I have made you a watchman for the people of Israel; so, hear the word I 
speak and give them warning from me. When I say to the wicked, ‘You wicked person, you will 
surely die,’ and you do not speak out to dissuade them from their ways, that wicked person will 



4 
 

die for their sin, and I will hold you accountable for their blood. But if you do warn the wicked 
person to turn from their ways and they do not do so, they will die for their sin, though you yourself 
will be saved. “Son of man, say to the Israelites, ‘This is what you are saying: “Our offenses and 
sins weigh us down, and we are wasting away because of them. How then can we live?” Say to 
them, ‘As surely as I live, declares the Sovereign LORD, I take no pleasure in the death of the 
wicked, but rather that they turn from their ways and live. Turn! Turn from your evil ways! Why 
will you die, people of Israel?”  
 
There is no way to know how many Christians engage in peaceful protests against cruel and 
inhuman treatment of African Americans or other people, and especially for “non- Christian”, 
“biblical” or “spiritual” causes as they do against abortion or gay rights but certainly it would be 
heartening to make their voice heard on issues of social justice just as it’s good for moral and 
biblical issues. There are four categories of people both in the Old and the New Testament that 
God commends us to protect and stand up for their rights: widows, orphans, the poor, and the 
stranger. Repeatedly God reminded the Israelites that they were strangers in Egypt, so they needed 
not only to be sensitive to the cause and plight of strangers but also fight for them. 
 
In conclusion, it is important to note that even though the Lord Jesus Christ did not expressly talk 
about judgment of nations and peoples but by His pronouncements, He implied it. He repeatedly 
warned that it would be better for Sodom and Gomorrah, for Tyre and Sidon, for Nineveh than for 
the generations (I guess we are included) to which He addressed his message, if they did not repent 
of their evil ways (Luke 10: 13-14). In an unmistakably inclusive manner, He was talking about 
those societies that He addressed, that their collective fates would be no better than all the doomed 
cities in the Old Testament, and that some of those cities would actually fare better in judgment 
than His contemporary audiences. That means then that we are collectively accountable for the 
wrongs in our society if we keep quiet, acquiesce, or are indifferent in the face of human 
wickedness and oppression of their fellow humans. 
 
My hope in writing this piece, as earlier noted, is to provoke some inconvenient conversation, and 
beyond that, inconvenient action that results from deep reflection, prayerful supplication, and 
transformative intent. The disciples were known by their actions that turned the world upside 
down, they were not spectators watching idolatry, immorality, and societal decadence from the 
sidelines. They were engaged, preached, exhorted, rebuked, admonished, and undertook every 
form of action necessary to affect and turn upside down the cultures in which they operated. Of 
course, they had prices to pay for everything. Are we ready to follow radically in their footsteps, 
not minding the cost, and not only to avoid God’s anger or judgment, but to help bring and extend 
His Kingdom on earth? I am eager to see the conversation continue its course, I am eager to hear 
other voices and perspectives, mine is only one, we need multi-dimensional approaches that teach 
each one of us something new and different from our viewpoints and enrich and expand our 
understanding of the challenges ahead and empower us with the tools to forge ahead, transcend 
our differences, and bring down and expand God’s Kingdom on earth. What d’ya think? 


