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Meet Generation Z
Generation Z is your cradle-to-college ministry, and they need us 
now. Currently ages 2-22, the next generation is the responsibility 
of the whole church, and if we are going reach them as well as the 
whole world with the whole gospel, we must �rst care enough to 
understand them.

Take a moment to understand who Gen Z is, what they care about, 
what makes them lose sleep, and why they need to know biblical 
truths now more than ever.

By Angie Richey

Angie Richey, M.A., M.Ed., is the vice president of
enrollment at Life Paci�c College. She is also a licensed
marriage and family therapist.

Hackschooling is a term coined by the homeschooling family of Logan LaPlante. During his 2013 TED Talk, Logan 
explained that education can be hacked, or improved, by incorporating practical, fun learning with classroom instruction.

Spiritual, not Religious 
Gen Z is the �rst post-Christian 
generation in U.S. history. They 
lack biblical literacy and prefer 
to be identi�ed as spiritual, 
not religious, with a desire for 
a faith that is socially relevant, 
integrating cultural issues and 
the cosmos.

Diverse and Inclusive
They are growing up in 
multigenerational homes and 
diverse classrooms. Gen Z is 
inclusive, collaborative and 
values equal opportunities. 
Their neighborhoods are diverse 
and include the stranger, the 
immigrant and the refugee.

Money to Spend, Money to Give
Gen Z has $44 billion a year in 
spending power, preferring to shop 
online. But they aren’t just buying 
trendy shoes. Twenty-six percent have 
raised money for a cause, 32 percent 
have donated their own money, and 26 
percent of 16- to 19-year-olds volunteer 
on a regular basis. Mental Health Crisis

Though Gen Z is driven and more 
responsible, an unstable family life, 
trauma and the rise of the smartphone 
have made way for vulnerabilities. 
The CDC reports that 1 in 4 girls and 
1 in 6 boys experience sexual trauma 
before the age of 18. Connected but 
lonelier and sleeping less than other 
generations, Gen Z is primed for a 
mental health crisis.

Research Attribution:  Barna Research Group (2018). “Gen Z: The Culture, Beliefs and Motivations Shaping the Next Generation”  Forbes (2017). 
“How Generation Z is shaping the change in education”  National Council for Behavioral Health (2018). “Health Mental Health First Aid” Sparks 
and Honey (2014). “Meet Generation Z: Forget Everything You Learned about Millennials”  Jean Twenge (2017). “Have Smartphones Destroyed a 
Generation?”  (The Atlantic )  James E White (2017). “Meet Generation Z: Understanding and Reaching the New Post Christian World”   Women’s 
Marketing (2018). “Where to �nd Generation Z (Social Media NonPro�t Hub)”

*

Tech Savvy
They are living online, surrounded by 
�ve screens. YouTube is king, and the new 
preference for social media is anonymity. 
It may be no surprise that this generation 
has an attention span of 8 seconds.

Resourceful
As a post-9/11 generation, Gen Z feels 
the world is less secure than it used to be, 
but that’s led to resourcefulness. They are 
career-driven and entrepreneurial, 
challenging traditional school with 
hackschooling* or non-paid internships 
for hands-on experience.

TABLE OF CONTENTS

CONNECT WITH FOURSQUARE
SEND STORY LEADS OR COMMENTS ON 
FOURSQUARE LEADER MAGAZINE: 
comm@foursquare.org

SIGN UP FOR WEEKLY FOURSQUARE EMAILS: 
foursquare.org/newsletters

ADVERTISE WITH THE FOURSQUARE CHURCH: 
FoursquareAds@foursquare.org

QUESTIONS ABOUT  
FOURSQUARE CONNECTION:  
comm@foursquare.org

FOLLOW US: @WeAreFoursquare

COMMUNICATIONS MANAGER 

Tammy Sevcov 

EDITOR 
Marcia Graham

CREATIVE DIRECTOR 

Becky Han

CONTRIBUTING EDITORS

Wanda Brackett  

Melisa Prieto 

The Foursquare Church is a member of  the Evangelical Council for  
Financial Accountability.

06-10 I.  GET TO KNOW GENERATION Z 
Who exactly is in your cradle-to-college ministry?

21-25 III.  DISCIPLING GENERATION Z 
Guiding the next generation to walk with Jesus isn’t mission impossible.

27-31 IV.  EQUIPPING LEADERS  
Find resource recommendations, insights and a big dose of  inspiration.

13-17 II.  REACHING GENERATION Z  
You aren’t the only one in your church introducing Gen Z to Jesus.

INSIDE THIS ISSUE

Bill Shepson  

Allyson Siwajian 

CONTRIBUTING WRITERS

Stacey Argueta 

Andy Butcher 

Tammy Dunahoo

Rachel Chimits 

Edna De Léon 

Chad Garrison

Beth Green

Jonathan Griffiths 

Janelle Ibaven

David Lewellyn 

Rod Light

Kristi Paulsen 

Angie Richey

Cheryl Sejour

Nicole Stark

Ken Walker 

Natalie Werking

Chris White

GRAPHIC DESIGNERS

Jacob Blaze

Joyce Kim

ADDITIONAL CONTRIBUTORS

Kimberly Dirmann

Kristen Harrington

04 OPENING STATEMENT: NOT ON OUR WATCH! 
by General Supervisor Tammy Dunahoo
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Special thanks to our Foursquare NextGen district representatives, found on page 28, who told us about many of 

the great stories found in this issue. Get to know your NextGen reps—they are good people.



SECTION FLAG

n this issue of Foursquare Leader, we take 

a look at Generation Z, those who are 

currently ages 2-22. While engaging a study 

on generations, I read a biblical passage that 

riveted my soul and has continued to weigh on 

my mind and heart.

The context of the passage is the state of the 

people after settling into their new home of the 

Promised Land under Joshua’s leadership. Judges 

2:10 is what caught my attention: “That entire 

generation passed away; a new generation grew 

up that had not personally experienced the Lord’s 

presence or seen 

what He had done for 

Israel” (NET Bible).

How could a 

generation of children 

grow up among those who “worshiped the Lord 

throughout Joshua’s lifetime” (v. 7) and not 

know the Lord’s presence? Even if they hadn’t 

personally seen the intervention of God as 

their elders had, how could they not have been 

impacted by the stories if they were told them?

As I read this passage, something began 

to rise inside me of concern and passion—

this cannot happen on our watch! We must 

ensure that every generation experiences 

the presence of God and hears the stories of 

God’s faithfulness in a way that captivates their 

hearts and minds. We must recognize that 

a generation is shaped by the previous one, 

they are where we’ve led them, and they are 

destined for purposes set by God alone.

Verse seven makes it clear that it was not just 

Joshua as the leader who kept the worship of 

God at the center, but all the elders were involved. 

This is not just the responsibility of the children’s 

pastors or the senior 

pastors—it is the whole 

church’s responsibility.

Does this 

generation know our 

stories of the goodness of God? Have they 

experienced the presence and power of the 

Holy Spirit at work in our homes, worship 

services and ministry in the community?

As you read the pages of this magazine, my 

prayer is that you will hear the call of God to 

turn your eyes, ears and heart to the children 

around you, whether in your family, your 

church or your community. May our nation 

experience transformation through a young 

generation whose lives resonate with the 

presence and power of God as they have 

experienced Him among us. Judges 2:10 

again? Not on our watch!

OPENING STATEMENT

WE DARE NOT MAKE THE MISTAKE RECORDED IN JUDGES 2, WHERE THE 
KNOWLEDGE OF, AND EXPERIENCE WITH, GOD WERE NOT CONVEYED 
FROM ONE GENERATION TO THE NEXT.

NOT ON  
OUR WATCH!

“If you want to change a nation, reach its 
children with the Good News of Jesus Christ!”

—Tammy Dunahoo

I

By Tammy Dunahoo, general supervisor of  The Foursquare Church

Read more from Tammy Dunahoo on her heart for 

discipling Gen Z, and share the article with your 

NextGen leaders. Visit 4sq.ca/NotOnOurWatch.

SHARE IT
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Meet Generation Z
Generation Z is your cradle-to-college ministry, and they need us 
now. Currently ages 2-22, the next generation is the responsibility 
of the whole church, and if we are going reach them as well as the 
whole world with the whole gospel, we must �rst care enough to 
understand them.

Take a moment to understand who Gen Z is, what they care about, 
what makes them lose sleep, and why they need to know biblical 
truths now more than ever.

By Angie Richey

Angie Richey, M.A., M.Ed., is the vice president of
enrollment at Life Paci�c College. She is also a licensed
marriage and family therapist.

Hackschooling is a term coined by the homeschooling family of Logan LaPlante. During his 2013 TED Talk, Logan 
explained that education can be hacked, or improved, by incorporating practical, fun learning with classroom instruction.

Spiritual, not Religious 
Gen Z is the �rst post-Christian 
generation in U.S. history. They 
lack biblical literacy and prefer 
to be identi�ed as spiritual, 
not religious, with a desire for 
a faith that is socially relevant, 
integrating cultural issues and 
the cosmos.

Diverse and Inclusive
They are growing up in 
multigenerational homes and 
diverse classrooms. Gen Z is 
inclusive, collaborative and 
values equal opportunities. 
Their neighborhoods are diverse 
and include the stranger, the 
immigrant and the refugee.

Money to Spend, Money to Give
Gen Z has $44 billion a year in 
spending power, preferring to shop 
online. But they aren’t just buying 
trendy shoes. Twenty-six percent have 
raised money for a cause, 32 percent 
have donated their own money, and 26 
percent of 16- to 19-year-olds volunteer 
on a regular basis. Mental Health Crisis

Though Gen Z is driven and more 
responsible, an unstable family life, 
trauma and the rise of the smartphone 
have made way for vulnerabilities. 
The CDC reports that 1 in 4 girls and 
1 in 6 boys experience sexual trauma 
before the age of 18. Connected but 
lonelier and sleeping less than other 
generations, Gen Z is primed for a 
mental health crisis.

Research Attribution:  Barna Research Group (2018). “Gen Z: The Culture, Beliefs and Motivations Shaping the Next Generation”  Forbes (2017). 
“How Generation Z is shaping the change in education”  National Council for Behavioral Health (2018). “Health Mental Health First Aid” Sparks 
and Honey (2014). “Meet Generation Z: Forget Everything You Learned about Millennials”  Jean Twenge (2017). “Have Smartphones Destroyed a 
Generation?”  (The Atlantic )  James E White (2017). “Meet Generation Z: Understanding and Reaching the New Post Christian World”   Women’s 
Marketing (2018). “Where to �nd Generation Z (Social Media NonPro�t Hub)”

*

Tech Savvy
They are living online, surrounded by 
�ve screens. YouTube is king, and the new 
preference for social media is anonymity. 
It may be no surprise that this generation 
has an attention span of 8 seconds.

Resourceful
As a post-9/11 generation, Gen Z feels 
the world is less secure than it used to be, 
but that’s led to resourcefulness. They are 
career-driven and entrepreneurial, 
challenging traditional school with 
hackschooling* or non-paid internships 
for hands-on experience.

Learn how to serve Gen Z in practical ways. continued on next page



Giving them  
learning opportunities
This generation is volunteering early, 
and they want career experience 
early. Talk about win-win—you can 
start training up the next generation 
of leaders (and ministers!) while also 
getting one-on-one time to disciple 
them. Think creatively and plug them 
into where they already flow, whether 
it’s technology, worship ministry, student 
ministries, missions trips, community 
service days—the possibilities go on!

Care about what they  
are passionate about
This generation has a big 
heart for refugees and 
immigrants. They are globally 
aware and globally interested. 
Caring about the stranger and 
those in need comes naturally 
to this crew, and they 
want to pitch in and help. 
Plug them in and let their 
entrepreneurial spirit shine 
with creative ways to care.

GEN ZGEN Z

connecting  
with GEN Z
You just met Gen Z on the previous page.  
Here are some practical ways your local church  
can start serving this generation.

Angie Richey

Meet them where  
they already are. 
Gen Z is online. They love 
YouTube, Snapchat and 
Instagram. Think through 
where your church is 
represented online, 
especially your student 
ministries. Make small, 
intentional steps onto any 
technology or social media 
platforms to ensure your 
efforts can be managed well.

Embrace their  
non-traditional  
education
Are there already homeschoolers 
or hackschoolers in your 
church? Help mobilize them, 
give them space to meet, and 
then offer outlets for their 
passion. Perhaps an artistic 
group could paint a new mural 
for Easter, a skateboarding 
group could hold an event 
in your parking lot and reach 
out to the neighborhood, or 
gifted musicians could start 
leading student worship. The 
possibilities for synergy  
are endless.

Teach an 
authentic  
gospel
Students 
desperately want 
to believe in biblical 
Christianity, so 
don’t be shy about 
teaching the good 
stuff, the deep  
stuff. Kids want to 
know that what  
they believe holds 
up. Impart your 
values and a  
Spirit-empowered 
life; deliver  
something real.

3 RESOURCES 4 U
The Barna Group 
whoisgenz.com

Mental Health First Aid 
mentalhealthfirstaid.org

Child and Youth Protection Manual 
4sq.ca/cypm

See something, say something
All credentialed ministers are mandatory reporters. This means if you suspect sexual abuse, 
you are required to report the situation to the authorities. The Child and Youth Protection 
Manual, created by The Foursquare Church, is a great resource to train everyone in your 
church who is working with kids and students. Learn how to spot abuse, how to respond, 
and how to set up a safe environment for child and student ministries in your church.  
Visit 4sq.ca/cypm.

Be there for their mental  
and emotional needs
This generation is lonely and not sleeping 
enough. The statistical chance of boys and 
girls facing sexual trauma is alarming. The 
church should be a safe place, but that’s not 
enough. The church needs to be prepared 
to meet the needs of Gen Z. Hold a staff 
event and walk through Mental Health 
First Aid (mentalhealthfirstaid.org) so 
your pastoral staff can confidently respond 
to signs of mental illness. Interview local 
counselors and create a list so anyone on 
your team can confidently refer students, no 
matter their need. This might include mental 
health professionals in your church, or a 
local Christian university that may provide 
counseling at a reduced cost. 

F O U R S Q U A R E  Leader8 9FA L L  2 0 1 8



od showed me a vision about Generation Z 
that compelled me to call on others to join 
me in preserving this generation.

The creative, adventurous, persistent people 
of Gen Z will be a mighty spiritual army known 
for compassion and God’s miracles. They possess 
God-given qualities that the enemy would like to 
neutralize, but our intercession will preserve them.

Following a six-week teaching series at our 
church about spiritual warfare with young people 
ages 6-12, 30 of them stood with their hands on a 
wall that our church shared with a voodoo shop 

next door. They declared 2 Cor. 10:3-5: God’s 
power is stronger than demonic forces. 

Within just a few weeks of our students praying, 
the voodoo shop closed, followed by adult-
oriented businesses nearby.

Our kids are learning firsthand what can 
happen when God’s people pray specific verses 
from the Bible over their city. As leaders, we are 
seeing that God wants to preserve Gen Z from 
evil influences, so they will be His ambassadors. 
We pray for Gen Z, and, in turn, they learn from 
us how to intercede for their neighborhoods.

1. Pray Eph. 2:10, so that each child will  
know they are God’s workmanship, created 
for His purpose.

2. Pray John 14:23-24, so that each child will 
hear God’s call and stand on His Word.

3. Pray Col. 1:27, so that each child will operate 
in the gifts of the Holy Spirit.

G

Our kids are learning firsthand  
what can happen when God’s people 
pray specific verses from the Bible  
over their city.

Cheryl Sejour is co-pastor of Gateway (Miami Haitian  
Foursquare Church) in Miami Gardens, Fla.

Gen Z possesses God-given qualities 
that will be used in a mighty way. 
But they need us to pray for them.

Cheryl Sejour

Christian Community Credit Union is privately insured by American Share Insurance up to $250,000 per account.  
By members’ choice, the Credit Union is not federally insured or insured by any state government.

CONTACT US TODAY!
myCCCU.com/foursquare | 800.347.CCCU (2228), ext. 4815

Membership eligibility requirements apply. Visit myCCCU.com/canijoin.

*Rates, terms and conditions are effective 07/30/18 and are subject to change or discontinue at any time and without notice. Loan 
approval subject to credit, income, property appraisal and qualifications. Costs may be associated with this loan. Offer not valid on 
current Christian Community Credit Union loans.

Save More. Earn More. Serve More!
At Christian Community Credit Union, our mission is to help you become a 
better steward so you  can minister faithfully to individuals and families in your 
community. Partner with us for affordable church banking and loan solutions. 

BANKING SOLUTIONS
4Online Cash Management
4Remote Deposit Program
4Corporate Credit Cards
4Merchant Banking  
    (accepting credit cards)

LOAN SOLUTIONS
4Construction/Expansion
4Purchase
4Refinance
4Lines of Credit

LOW-RATE
CHURCH LOANS!

AS LOW AS

5.05%
*

“Christian Community Credit Union really came 

through for us. They were courteous and went 

the extra mile to help our ministry secure an 

incredible loan. If you want service with care and 

integrity, this is the place to go.”
Senior Pastor Rev. Gene Stabe

Agua Dulce Foursquare Church, Agua Dulce, CA
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Kids Praying for Kids page 14

Reaching College Students page 16 

Beyond Our Borders page 17

“Let the children come to Me; do not hinder them,  
for to such belongs the kingdom of God.” 

Mark 10:14, ESV 
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since they participate in our monthly community 
service projects. It’s been incredible to watch our 
children pray for the sick, pray that others receive 
the baptism with the Holy Spirit and take the 
gospel into their neighborhoods.

In the spring, as we prepared for summer break, 
one boy told me how thankful he was for having 
KOM in his life. He felt 
God wanted him to 
draw closer to Him, 
make new friends and 
learn how to share his 
testimony with others.

“I loved reading, ‘I am a kid on a mission’ and 
the mission statement of Mill Creek every week 
because it inspired me to grow in my faith and 
trust in the Lord,” he said. “I want to follow Him all 
my life. One of my favorite parts of the group is 
worship. Every time, I felt a touch of God through 
my heart. I loved hearing about missionaries, and 
now have a heart for everyone in the world to 
know God.”

There’s more, such as the girl who decided 
she wanted to create a newspaper to write 

about things God is doing in their lives and 
place it on neighbors’ doorsteps. One mother 
told me about getting up and preparing to read 
Scripture and finding her fifth-grade daughter 
already reading her Bible.

Every year for our Valentine’s Day party, 
the kids run the program. They’re the ones 
preaching, leading worship and inviting 
unsaved classmates. Last February, one of our 
kids invited the person who had been bullying 
him. After that boy came and heard about Jesus, 
he stopped bullying others.

Our children are sharing the gospel at school. 
One girl started a worship service for kids in her 
neighborhood, where they sing songs to Jesus 
and pray for each other.

If this sounds exciting, that’s because it is! But it’s 
not because we’re special or unique. All you have 
to do is start tapping into the spiritual hunger of 
the future pastors, evangelists and missionaries 
sitting in your pews.

Start by asking God to help you equip 
children for witnessing and helping spread  
the gospel, and then get ready to see Him show 

up. Elementary-age 
children are excited 
about learning  
and eager to 
try new things. 
Having an adult 

who believes in the empowerment and gifts of 
the Holy Spirit as a role model and teacher can 
launch them into a ministry that will continue 
as long as they live.

 

or the past 10 years, Mill Creek Foursquare 
Church in Lynnwood, Wash., has trained kids 
to live intentionally and sent them into their 

communities through a midweek ministry called 
Kids on a Mission (KOM). Our hope is that we can 
equip kids for a lifestyle of ministry and send them 
out to their schools, neighborhoods, sports teams 
and world to reach people for the kingdom of God.

However, this year we have taken this preparation 
to a new level by training kids in grades 3-5 for 
more practical ministry. We teach them lessons 
such as leading people to Jesus, Holy Spirit baptism 
and praying for healing.

Our kids have really run with it, and, as their 
younger brothers and sisters observe what’s 
going on, they are being affected. So are families, 

F

Our hope is that we can equip kids for a 
lifestyle of ministry and send them out to 

reach people for the kingdom of God.

One Foursquare church teaches kids about the power of the Holy Spirit in its 
children’s program, and the impact is far beyond the church walls. 

Stacey Argueta is the assisting children’s pastor at Mill Creek 
Foursquare Church in Lynnwood, Wash. She is part of the team 
collaborating with the Ministry Training Network to create a 
children’s version of curriculum based on Doing What Jesus 
Did by John and Sonja Decker (Foursquare Media). 

Written with Ken Walker, a freelance writer and book editor 
from Huntington, W.Va.

Doing What Jesus Did
Inspired by Stacey’s story and want to 
release the Holy Spirit in your children’s 
program? She increased the hands-on 
aspect of Kids on a Mission by adapting 
lessons from Doing What Jesus Did, a book 
by longtime Foursquare evangelists John 
and Sonja Decker. The material has been 
adapted into a free seven-week course, 
available from the Ministry Training 
Network at ministrytraining.org—click 
on “Begin the Course.” And stay tuned, a 
children’s version is currently in the works!

Stacey Argueta

DISCIPLING KIDS FOR MINISTRY

F O U R S Q U A R E  Leader14 15FA L L  2 0 1 8



Natalie Werking 

7-Minute Video
The Great Commission tells 
us to reach out, but Natalie 
Werking encourages us to 
also bend down to reach 
those who are of great 
value to the Lord. Watch 
Natalie give this inspiring 
talk at 4sq.ca/Natalie.

REACHING STUDENTS

eing a chaplain on the 
Harvard University campus, 
I am often asked, “How 

do you reach students in such 
a secular and post-Christian 
environment?” It is a great 
question that begs for a clear- 
cut answer, but instead of 
answers, I find the need to ask 
more questions. I’m drawn to 
the Gospels, and especially to 
the story and person of Jesus.

According to a recent Barna 
report, “Atheism Doubles Among 
Generation Z,” this is “the first 
generation that does not assert 
a religious identity.” What does 
this mean? It means that we are 
looking at our first official post-
Christian generation.

What I find in the life of Jesus 
is that He rarely gave people 
straightforward answers; rather, 
He asked some very thoughtful 
questions. In my experience, 

I find that students today are 
more impressed with good 
questions than cookie-cutter 
answers. What I also find 
is that, as in the way Jesus 
worked with people, students 
respond when you go to them 
instead of expecting them to 
come to you.

Jesus is a great example 
of this as He engaged in His 
public ministry. He was not 
intimidated to insert Himself in 
the cultural tension of His day. 
It is as though He knew just 
how much to challenge, and 
then left the rest to the work  
of the Father.

So, what will this require of 
us? To be effective in reaching 
our students, we must lean into 
the presence of the Father. In a 
culture that does a splendid job 
of dehumanizing the “other,” we 
must bring hope and dignity 

in the darkest corners of where 
we are planted. To be “salt and 
light” (Matt. 5:13-16), we must be 
generous with our lives.

Are we willing to trust Jesus 
in a new way, lean into His 
Holy Spirit in our private time, 
and watch Him show up in the 
awkward and messy cultural 
intersections of our public life? 
Will we work harder to ask better 
questions, rather than dolling 
out one-size-fits-all answers? 
And ultimately, do we know 
when to walk away and trust 
the Father with the process?

The harvest is ripe, but it 
requires us to be more thoughtful, 
engaged and intentional in our 
reaping. Pastors and leaders, this 
generation needs you! Are you 
up for the challenge?

ftentimes, when a church 
leader hears the words “kids 
ministry,” he or she naturally 

thinks of the kids within the walls 
of the church. But how often do 
our thoughts about reaching and 
discipling kids extend beyond the 
borders of our own country?

Kids ministry is a powerful piece 
of missions work. Years of research 
have shown the effectiveness of 
reaching and discipling kids. In fact, 
many of our own personal stories 
include conversions and callings 
happening before the age of 15.

So perhaps the next short-
term missions trip could include 
discipleship training for kids. 
Or maybe a small group could 
sponsor a Children’s Gospel Box 

through Foursquare Missions 
Press to be sent with newly 
commissioned missionaries. 

Here are some additional 
ways you can connect your 
local church with the world:

• Visit the missionary directory 
at foursquaremissions.org, 
and create a list of specific 
kids to pray for; then match 
those on the list with kids in 
your ministry.

• Have kids put together 
Gospel Bracelets for a 
Children’s Gospel Box.

• Help children raise money 
from a lemonade stand on 
Sunday mornings to sponsor 
a child abroad.

As we look to our Jerusalems, 
Judeas and Samarias to reach kids, 
we must also shift our gaze toward 
those living in the “ends of the 
earth” who desperately need Jesus. 
May we have the Father’s heart for 
His kids all over the world.

Natalie Werking is a children’s pastor at 
New Castle Foursquare Church in New 
Castle, Ind. She also serves Foursquare 
Missions Press as co-director of the 
Children’s Gospel Box. 

O

B Approximately 25 percent of the world’s population 
is under age 15. What are we doing to reach young 
people who live outside the U.S.?

Giving cookie-cutter answers to  
complex questions doesn’t work with 
Gen Z. A different approach is needed 
to reach college students.

Janelle Ibaven is a Foursquare minister 
serving as a chaplain at Harvard 
University in Cambridge, Mass.

Learn how your church 
can support the Children’s 
Gospel Box, including how 
you can create Gospel 
Bracelets for a box, by 
visiting cgbox.org.

Janelle Ibaven
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Everything For  
Sermon Prep,
All in One Place

With Logos Bible Software, get access to professional 
tools and top resources to study the Bible, build your 
sermons, and proclaim biblical truth with clarity.

Get a limited-time introductory discount 
on Logos Bible Software.

Visit www.Logos.com to learn more!

Logos Bible Software is a product of Faithlife Corporation
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“Train up a child in the way he should go; 
even when he is old he will not depart from it.” 

Proverbs 22:6, ESV

Discipleship Culture page 22 

Four Disciple-Makers page 24
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RATES AS HIGH AS 3.25%
INVESTMENT CERTIFICATES

IRA RATES AS HIGH AS 3.75%

TRUST THE KNOWLEDGEABLE, EXPERIENCED 
FINANCIAL PARTNER WHO SHARES YOUR VALUES

CONSIDER US FIRST

BECAUSE WE PUT YOU FIRST

855.807.8504  |  info@4sqfs.org
Get started today at 

foursquarefinancialsolutions.org
This is not an offering to sell securities referred to herein. The offering is made only by the offering circular, which includes all risk factors. The Offering Circular may be 

obtained by calling or visiting us online at www.4sqfs.org. An investment in Foursquare Financial Solutions Loan Fund involves certain risks that other investment options 

may not have. Not all risks can be quantified or compared to other investments. You should carefully evaluate all the risks in assessing the potential benefit of the various 
investments. NOT FDIC or SIPC INSURED. Not a bank deposit, nor is it a Foursquare Financial guarantee.



DISCIPLING

Practical advice on 
effectively reaching  
and discipling the  
next generation.

ather than concentrating on 
how different Generation Z 
is, I encourage those wanting 

to reach young people to focus 
more on how God is unchanging 
through the generations. He 
still desires for that generation 
to come into and be part of 
expanding His kingdom: We just 
need to be willing to flex and 
learn as we cooperate with Him 
in that pursuit.

Teenagers today aren’t the 
same as when I was in youth 
group in some significant 
ways, to be sure—but not all is 
negative. For example, having 
pretty much grown up in public 

because of social media, they 
are more willing to take risks 
and be more supportive of one 
another—two great pluses 
when they’re fired up for God.

Here’s how we at Life Center 
approach discipling Generation Z:

• Any success we have seen in 
our ministry to young people 
is based on a few simple 
foundations. The value we 
place on them as a vital part of 
our church is expressed from 
the top down; you’ll often see 
our lead pastor, Joe Wittwer, 
involved in our youth program 
as one of the volunteers.

• We encourage all ages  
to be part of what we are 
doing. The oldest volunteer 
at our midweek middle and 
high school meetings is  
in her 60s.

• We recognize that our 
students are better positioned 
and equipped than we are 
to reach their peers, so we 
emphasize developing their 
gifts for ministry.

• We try to keep our mission 
constantly in mind, reminding 
our leaders and students 
weekly that it’s all about 
helping people find and 
follow Jesus.

I’m convinced that teenagers 
are just as capable as ever of 
making incredibly mature 
commitments to Jesus. That 
doesn’t mean they aren’t also just 
as capable of making immature 
decisions and choices. But that’s 
still true when we get older! 

My main advice to people 
looking to minister well to the next 
generation is not to overthink it. 
If you love God, and if you love 
your students, you can’t go too 
wrong. Resting in the knowledge 
that He loves you, and He loves 
them, go out and try things.

R

David Lewellyn is director of student 
ministries at Life Center (Spokane 
Foursquare Church) in Spokane, Wash., 
which is widely regarded for its vibrant 
youth ministry. 

Article written with Andy Butcher, a 
freelance writer in Santa Rosa Beach, Fla.

David Lewellyn 

 1.855.642.2011 • MyHealthyChurch.com

Give kids ownership
of their spiritual journey

A children’s church curriculum that makes it easy for any leader 
to show kids who God is and how to listen and respond to His voice.

Visit TruFireCurriculum.com to download a sample lesson.

Try it free at 
TruFireCurriculum.com!
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DISCIPLING

Meet four folks who will 
inspire you to take your 
NextGen discipleship 
efforts to new heights.

get the full story   Read more from Beth, Chad, Edna and Nicole at 4sq.ca/Disciple2018. 

Discipling Students: Nicole Stark
A lot of high schoolers—especially if they haven’t gone to church before—think 
“Church, God, Rules.” But we’re trying to show them it’s actually “God, Hope, Purpose.” 
The best moment is seeing high schoolers realize God isn’t mad at them and that He 
has purpose for them. God wants to use them now. Suddenly, their eyes just light up 
with hope, and they don’t have to be scared of the future.

Nicole Stark is a 21-year-old youth leader at The Rock (Anaheim Foursquare Church) in Anaheim, Calif. When 
she’s not at church, she’s at the local high schools feeding students who are hungry for both pizza and Jesus.

Immersion Discipleship: Chad Garrison
Developing young leaders must be an “all-in” venture. The immersion-discipleship 
model we utilize in our Heartland District ARISE summer internship at Camp Hickory 
is a big factor in intentionally shaping these leaders. In their time with us, students 
get opportunities to be stretched with hands-on ministry, and grow personally and 
spiritually while being intentionally mentored and challenged to grow through one-
on-one relationships. As a result, we have seen several participants go on to some 
kind of vocational or marketplace ministry.

Chad Garrison is the Heartland District’s NextGen director, Camp Hickory ARISE internship director  
and lead pastor at Illuminate Foursquare Church (Indianapolis Metro Foursquare Church)  
in Indianapolis.

Discipleship Outreach: Edna De Léon
Marketplace ministry is more about being Jesus to young people than 
telling them about Him. When they see His love expressed, then you may 
get the opportunity to speak of Him. That’s certainly been my experience 
in the past five years mentoring kids in the tough district of Watts, South 
Los Angeles. As a result, discipleship—modeling and teaching God’s 
ways—often precedes direct evangelism.

Edna De Léon is educational program director and event coordinator at Red Eye’s Watts 
Empowerment Center in Watts, Calif., a nonprofit connecting people from the entertainment 
industry with mentoring needs. She also is a leader at Just Be Church (Fullerton North CA 
Foursquare Church) in Yorba Linda, Calif.

Discipling Families: Beth Green
Parents are the primary spiritual influencers of their children. Our 
children’s ministry team develops resources, so parents can disciple 
their kids during the week. We urge families to ask a lot of questions 
and help kids find the answers. We provide printed discipleship kits and a 
kids’ section of resources on our website, showing parents how to lead 
discipleship conversations during dinner or in the car—wherever they 
do life with their kids.

Beth Green is the children’s leader at The Church of Living Water (Olympia Foursquare 
Church) in Olympia, Wash.

Compiled by Andy Butcher, Rachel Chimits and Rod Light

DISCIPLING
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SECTION FLAG

Resource Recommendations page 28

Your Work Matters page 30

“Equip the saints for the work of ministry.” 
Eph. 4:12, ESV

PEX is a next-generation spend management platform that allows organizations 
to empower their teams to use prepaid cards, not credit cards. The system is a 
new way to empower staff, missionaries and volunteers to spend funds securely 
without the need for reimbursement. PEX also incorporates security features 
that align to Foursquare’s policy on electronic payments.

Prepaid cards, 
not credit cards

Eliminates 
reimbursement

Aligned to 
Foursquare policy

Contact us for more information or to schedule 
an online product demonstration.
� 1-646-979-2323    � foursquare@pexcard.com    

 www.pexcard.com/foursquare-schedule-demo

The PEX Visa® Prepaid Card is issued by The Bancorp Bank and MB Financial Bank, N.A. pursuant to a license from Visa U.S.A. Inc. and may be used 
everywhere Visa debit cards are accepted.  Please see back of your Card for its issuing bank. The Bancorp Bank and MB Financial Bank, N.A.; Members FDIC.

THE FUTURE OF 
CHURCH SPEND 
MANAGEMENT
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LEADERS

Your NextGen reps speak up on their favorite resources.

Distrito Hispano del Suroeste
Juan Carlos “JC” Vallejo
distritohispano.foursquare.org
//   @NextGenDHS

e625.com
 Discover how families and 

churches can work together 
to reach the next generation, 

with this Spanish-language resource.

Gateway District
Shawn Shoup*
gatewayfoursquare.org 
//   @gatewaynextgen

Think Orange Curriculum 
(thinkorange.com)

 Find curriculum and tools, 
including graphics and social media 

guides, for ages nursery through high school.

Central Pacific District
Chris White
cpdnextgen.com //  @CPDNextGen  
//  /cpd.nextgen

churchleaders.com/youth
 Get tons of helpful hints 

and creative ideas for leading 
groups of any size.

Heartland District
Chad Garrison
HDnextgen.com //  /Heartlandnextgen

hdnextgen.com/
practitioners 

 Download resources 
that will equip your NextGen leaders in disciple-
making, leader praxis, teams and volunteers.

What’s a Foursquare NextGen Rep? 
District NextGen reps are servants to pastors/leaders in children, youth and young adults 
ministry. They help build networks of leaders, partner with local churches to facilitate district 
camp programs, and are a great contact person for NextGen ministry questions and resources.

*Shawn Shoup is transitioning out of his role of NextGen rep. Contact the district for current information.

More resources on page 30
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Southeast District
Marcus Ellington
sedfoursquare.org/nextgen 
//   @SEDNextGen

Think Orange  
by Reggie Joiner

 Uncover practical examples 
of how to develop an effective 

partnership between the church and parents.

Pacific Southwest District
Brittany Johnstone
pswnextgen.com //  @PSWNextGen

whoisgenz.com –  
Barna + Impact 360

 Find videos, books and articles 
that dive deep into Generation Z.

Northwest District
Christina Wagaman
thenwd.org 
//   @FoursquareNWD

Growing 
Young by  
Kara Powell

 Discover 
practical ways 
churches can 

better reach young people 
with the gospel.

Northeast Atlantic District
Lesli Klingenmeier
northeastatlantic.org/nextgen 
//  @NEADNextGen //  /neatlantic

It’s Just a Phase So Don’t Miss 
It by Reggie Joiner  
+ Kristen Ivy

 Understand the developmental 
levels of kids through grads and how to disciple 
them through those levels.

Southern California District
Ashton Fish
scd4nextgen.org //   @SoCalNextGen

scd4nextgen.org/
launch/

 Take three online 
classes for NextGen leaders on identity, 
spiritual disciplines, and calling and mission.

MidSouth District
P.J. Moon
midsouthdistrict.org 
//  @MidSouthDistrict 

The Pound for 
Pound Principle 
by Mike Kai 

 Stay focused 
on being the 
best version 

of yourself in the context to 
which Jesus has called you.

North Pacific District
Shannon Kapp
npdfoursquare.org

You Lost Me 
Discussion 
Guide by David 
Kinnaman + Aly 
Hawkins

 Engage the 
tough questions your young 
people are asking about doubt, 
faith, sex, culture and church. 

CSR—East
Christiansburg, Va. 

540.382.7100, ext. 214

CSR—WEST 
Los Angeles, Calif.

213.989.4252

healthy matters.

foursquarecsr.org

Reserve your 

free week 
at the CSR of your choice. 

Plus receive free counseling on site.

You Serve Well.
It’s Time to Rest Well.

A MINISTRY OF 
THE FOURSQUARE CHURCH

LEADERS

Continued from page 28
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Chris White’s life was on a trajectory  
for prison when someone at a local  
Foursquare church paid his way to camp.

Watch the Video
Watch Chris White’s powerful testimony at Foursquare Connection 2018 at 4sq.ca/chriswhite.

have bruises on her arms. My son will never know 
what it’s like to go to school and have to lie about a 
black eye on his face.

This is why I’m passionate about Foursquare 
today and reaching the next generation. Generation 
Z is the largest generation in the world today. In 
the U.S. alone, they are 26 percent of the total 
population. U.S. pastors: Generation Z is your largest 
people group.

NextGen 
ministry doesn’t 
have to be 
flashy or cost a 
lot of money. 
But it will cost 
our movement and the kingdom of God if we don’t 
have a strategy to reach our young people.

My challenge to you, pastor and leader, is to 
commit to, and invest in, NextGen and camping 
ministries. Let’s be expectant, believing that God 
is going to continue to transform lives at camps.

od transformed my life because of the 
Foursquare family, and it was all because  
a small Foursquare church had a plan and  

a strategy to reach the next generation.
My life today is unrecognizable to the life I had 

before I met Jesus. As a young man growing up in 
the largest trailer park in the U.S., I had my share of 
troubles. My father, who had been abused as a child 
by his father, had repeated the cycle with me.

By the time I was 16, I had been in a gang, 
experienced multiple arrests, and was a drug 
dealer. That I am a Foursquare pastor today is 
nothing short of a miracle.

An arrest for an assault with a deadly weapon 
landed me in juvenile hall, and for what can only 
be explained as divine intervention, it turned out 
to be my last stay there. Following my release, a 
woman from a local Foursquare church sponsored 
me to go to camp, where I met and surrendered 
my life to Jesus. That same church welcomed me 
into their family with open arms when I returned 
home, and I was mentored and taught what it 
means to be a man of God.

Because of you, my Foursquare family, my kids will 
never know what it’s like to have their dad hauled off 
in handcuffs. My wife will never know what it’s like to 

Then, let’s be prepared with an after-camp 
strategy, ready to receive our young people with 
open arms when they return home. Have your 
water baptisms ready, and let your church hear 
camp testimonials. 

Generation Z is here; they’re ready for us. 
Church, God is calling us to be ready with a plan 
to receive them. He’s positioned us at this precise 

moment in 
history, and His 
command to 
us is that “one 
generation 
shall commend 
Your works 

to another” (Psalm 145:4, ESV). Our obedience to 
this one command embodies the heart of true 
ministry and can be used by God to transform 
generations to come.

Chris White is senior pastor of Fountainhead (Carson City Four-
square Church) in Carson City, Nev.

G

Chris White

Because of my Foursquare family, my kids  
will never know what it’s like to have  
their dad hauled off in handcuffs.
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Fou
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uare Connection
 

2019

NASHVILLE, 
TENN.

FHHHHJIN

MAY 
27-30

LEARN MORE AT
FOURSQUARECONNECTION.ORG.

Bring the whole gang for 
restoration and family fun at 
this year's leadership 
convention in Music City.

Your ministry feelin'    hoarse?
 Or just feel like horse'n around?

LA INSCRIPCIÓN COMIENZA EL 16 DE OCTUBRE.
REGISTRATION OPENS OCT. 16, 2018. 




